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fi incidental | thereto, the Commissioner shall, if 
_ the exercise of ‘the power involves the expen- 
_ diture of more than Five thousand pounds, 


i Minister.” 


‘Mr, GREGORY Caren [ 10. 30].— aoe 
This is the clause under which the Go- 
- vernment recognise that the Commissioner 
should not have power to spend more 
than £5,000 without the approval of the 
Minister. A recent purchase of timber 
areas and saw-mills has been extensively 
discussed during thedebate on this Bill, 
and I ask the Minister in charge of the 
measure whether the Government are 
prepared to instruct the Public Accounts 
Committee to inquire into and report to 
Parliament in connexion with that pur- 
chase. Every honorable member who 
realizes his responsibility must recognise 
that when the original Act was passed it 
was never intended for a single moment 
that a transaction of that magnitude 
should be entered into without consulting 
Parliament. It may be that it was within 
the legal definition of the powers given 
ta the Minister for Repatriation and the 
Commissioner under the Act, but as 
Parliament was. sitting the Government 
should | have reported the transaction to 





it. Will the Government agree to refer 


the transaction to the Public Accounts 
Committee, and ask them to inquire Into 
it and report ? 

Mr. RODGERS OW eon itonanare 
Minister) [10.32].—The object of the 
amendment proposed by clause 3 is to 
bring the action of the Commissioner in 
respect to any purchase, whether of land 
or material, exceeding £5,000 within the 

_ purview of the Minister. Under the exist- 
ing Act the approval of the Minister was 
‘required only when such an expenditure 
was involved in the purchase of land. 

_ The honorable member for Dampier (Mr. 
_ Gregory) asked me whether I am _ pre- 
pared to refer the recent purchase of tim- 

ber and saw-mills in Queensland to the 

- Public Accounts Committee. I am sorry 

to say that I cannot undertake to do that, 

' | ut I remind the honorable member that 

"assurances have been given, by both the 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) and the 

_ Minister for Repatriation (Senator E. D. 

_ Millen), that any future transactions in- 
ay ga rolite the expenditure of large sums of 

_ money will be brought before Parliament. 
Mr, RYAN (West Sydney) [10.34].— 
I understood the 









Honorary Minister 





submit his proposal for the vere of the 


Ot. poze) to er that he was not 
2 8U | a 


Vaeratie to the a el of élite henge ifs 
able member for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) ae 
to have the Queensland transaction re- 
ferred to the Public Accounts Committes. a 
I think the honorable member’s request | 
was a very proper one to make. — Be 

Mr. Brett.—We might just as reason- 
ably ask for an inquiry by the Public © 
Accounts Committee into every snipes + om 
of timber. iP 

Mr. RYAN.—I am prepared to cuit oe 
the suggestion to the purchase of all tim- _ 
ber. The honorable member for Dampier _ 
is very modest when he asks that only — 
this particular transaction shall be re- 
ferred to the Committee. I hope that he 
will press his request by seeing that some — 
suitable amendment is submitted which © 
will enable that transaction to be Te- 
viewed. 

Mr. Grecory.—I cannot, by 2 an sae 
ment of this Bill, deal with a transaction | 
which has already taken place. 

Mr. RYAN.—Why not? 

Mr. Grecory.—How could it be done? © 

Mr. RYAN.—The honorable member — 
can do it very simply. If all that he re- 
quires is the drafting of an amendment 
for the purpose, I can suggest how it 
might be done. We might add to the 
clause the words— 

And, moreover, any agreement which has al- 
ready ‘been made for the purpose of saw-mill- 
ing and timber lands in Queensland involving 
an amount ef about £500,000 shall be my 
to the approval of Parliament. 
That would cover what the 
member desires. , 

Mr. Roperrs.—Where would it leave 
the unfortunate vendor who has given uP ba 
possession ? i 

Mr. RYAN.—That would be merely a oe 
matter for compensation. If the posi- — 
tion is as Ministers have assured us, the 
inquiry suggested would prove that the | 
transaction is entirely above board, and 
one which should have been entered into. 
The request of the honorable member for 
Dampier might be given effect to, if not 
by an amendment of this clause, by the 
insertion of a new clause. I hope that 
the honorable member will press his sug- 
gestion, as there is the germ of a sound © 
idea init. The particular transaction to 
which he has referred should be reviewed. 
I am interested in it to this extent: That 
I am vitally concerned in the suecess of 
State enterprises. I hope to see them 
successful, and for that reason I trust 
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enterprise will be undertaken under con- 
ditions, or a purchase made under terms, 
which might lead to that State enterprise 
eing a failure. 

Mr, Maxwett.—The honorable mem- 
ber hopes that the transaction which has 
been referred to will be a great success. 
Mr. RYAN.—TI do, indeed. The hon- 
- orable member, for Fawkner (Mr. Max- 
- well) will, I am sure, give me credit for 
being ‘sufficiently patriotic not to hope 
‘that the country would lose by it. I hope 
that it will be successful, because I be- 
ieve in the policy of State enterprise in 
such matters. The honorable member 
‘or Dampier knows that certain sugges- 
‘tions have been made with regard to the 
soundness of the Queensland transaction, 
art from the policy involved. 








judge it; that is why I should like to have 
an inquiry. — 

_ Mr. Cuartton.—lI have given notice of 
an amendment to clause 5 which will 
cover the ground. 

‘Mr. RYAN.—I am glad to hear that, 
and therefore I will not press the matter 
further at this stage. 

Clause agreed to. 

' Clause 4 agreed to. 

Clause 5— 


"After section 17 of the principal™Act the fol- 
lowing section is inserted :— 

“17a, (1) The Commissioner may erect, com- 
plete or enlarge, for eligible persons, dwelling- 
houses on land owned by them or may enter 
into contracts for the erection, completion or 
enlargement ‘of dwelling-houses.on such land. 
(2) Where the Commissioner erects, com- 
pletes or enlarges or enters into a contract for 
the erection, completion or enlargement of, a 
dwelling-house in pursuance of this section, he 
may require the owner of the land to give such 
security as he thinks necessary for the repay- 
ment of the amount expended by him in the 
erection, completion or enlargement of the 
dwelling- house.” 














move—_ 


That after the ewe “them,” line 5, the 


purpose may acquire or establish, with the con- 
sent of Parliament, mucins saw-mills, and 






oo Bill will say Oe he is pre 


ee hs 


ha “no iraheaction: entered into as a State ‘ } (War : 
| ‘Minton [10 39] —The honora 


beneficiaries are awaiting the pee 


already in, some under the assump 


‘Mr. Grecory.—I do not want to pre- 


ing of ey se ple in Melbourn 


Mr. ‘CHARLTON (Hunter) [10.38] te 


following words be inserted: saa and for that 






ber’s' amendment opens up the 
of State enterprise. As I me 
some cian: Lue oN that is 
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this measure. Their oiaacs a 


£ 
that they were already included. I hop: 
that honorable members opposite wi 


DEperet to put the pinemoen © nt 


Progress etek Cee 
House setbae at 10. 40 pam. : 





pra yers. | 


MATERNITY ALLOWANC 


it ae oan apna eae 0 
night of the great fast day of the Je 
people, that I should be requested 
the Jewish fraternity of Melbourne 
look upon me as their representative 
address a question to the Treasure: 
regard to the onic allowance. 


a similar resolution was also pass 
Jewish residents of Perth:— | 

That this meeting strongly protests ag 
the action of the Federal authorities in 
fusing the maternity allowance to women b 
in Palestine and resident in Australia 
ground that they are Asiatics, thus classi 


them with Aborigines, Papuans, and Chi 


I understand that some of these _ 
have married Australian natives. 
that does not remove the ban. i 
to. ast the hb is yar in 









sir JOS Dophis | is nee a 
e topic. . 7 Flagoeanle members will re- 
Hect that the honorable member for 
(Mz. Fowler) has brought it before. 
ne. House on more than one occasion. 
Dr. Matongy.—I consulted him before 
r: ee this question. 
po Sie JOSEPH COOK.—He has had 
_ this matter in hand, and has been agita- 
Gan! it for some time. I can only say 
that at the moment the law is against the 
payment of the maternity allowance in 
such os but, whenever the law is 
amended, I ‘shall be inclined to look on 
_ this matter with a view to some ameliora- 
. L of the seaman position, 
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ve “WAR SERVICH HOMES. 
i RICHARD FOSTER. —By way of 
pel onal explanation, I desire to state 


ae I have received the following tele- 





gram from the State Bank of South 


_ Australia: 2 


phe report. of your speech it is stated the 

bank offered to administer War Service Homes 

red he per cent. You should have stated at 
Ne | ‘per cent, 


Tam glad to avail myself of this, the first, 


- opportanity to make ‘the correction. 
a 


* ei 
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€ AGRICULTURAL SHOW. 


2 oe FoR CoMMONWEALTH SERVANTS 
oo ms _ —VOCcATIONAL TRAINEES, 


! Mr. TUDOR.—Show Day is generally 
observed in this city as a public holiday, 
fl and. to-morrow all State Departments 
will be closed. I understand that. it is 
one of the four permissive holidays which 
inisters may grant in addition to the 
statutory holidays, and that hitherto 
Commonwealth public servants have been 
aM allowed to have the day free. I am in- 
formed, however, that the Service has been 
notified that since a public holiday was 
granted them on the day of the arrival 
of the Prince of Wales in Melbourne, 
they will not be allowed a holiday to- 
‘morrow. I desire to ask the Prime 
“Minister whether it is too. late, for him 
, take action, so that Commonwealth 
mployees may have meted out to them 























mployees ? 
Mr. HUGHES.—The Government has 
considered this matter, and in view of 
he whole of the circumstances, it can- 
ot see its way ee to BRADY). a holiday 
to-morrow. — | 
8u2 a 





Seman, 1920.] ie 


-Melbourne, I will not say a single word 


_ to-morrow the treatment accorded State 


| Agricultaral Show. 4807 


















Dr. MALONEY. —The apat Agri 


make a., see appeal to the Prime ie 
ister to consent to the adjournment. of 
the House of Representatives until 7. 30 
p-m. to-morrow evening. If the righ 
honorable gentleman can see his way t 
do so I promise him that, as member for 











either to-night or to-morrow. Otherwise 
I shall have to fight the right honorable 
gentleman with my only weapon, t 
referendum, initiative, and recall. 
Mr. HUGHES.—I have not tried the 
recall, but I am bound to say that [am 
full up of the referendum. Tf the hon- 
erable member is serious in his threat to 
“tackle me’ with another referendum big 
may have to reconsider the previous de- 
cision of the Government to ask the _ 
House of Representatives to sit to- 
morrow afternoon at 2.30 p.m. The 
honorable member quite understands the 
circumstances which induced us to ad- 
journ over this afternoon. That adjourn- 
men in those circumstances was entirely _ 
proper, as it enabled us to bid an official 
farewell to their Excellencies the ~ 
Governor-General and Lady Helen Fer- 
guson, who have played a most distin-. 
guished part during the most critical 
time in our history, and who have been 
six and a half years amongst us, during _ 
which they have earned the respect and 
esteem of, and endeared themselves to, 
the neaple of the Commonwealth. “The 
honorable member says that to-morrow 
he desires to see the sheep and the cows. 
Dr. Matoney.—Not me! I do not mo 
sire to do so. | a 
Mr. HUGHES.—What is the owen! 
able member going to do to- morrow K 
afternoon ? May 
Dr. Matoney.—I shall study to-mor- j 
row aiternoon. é ; 
Mr. HUGHES.—The honorable mem- Ce 
‘ber’s petition is respectfully worded and m 
ends with a prayer, but the petitioner’s - 
soul is not in this business. He does not 
want to go to the show at.all. I should 
be glad to hear from an honorable mem-. 
ber who does want to go to the show 
and who represents constituents who 
would like him to go to it. I should be 
prepared to listen to him with a very 
favorable ear, but I am bound to express 
some svrnrise that the honorable member 
for Lakh neh aoe | : | 





















‘ a go oan the oe 


Mr. HUGHES.—Then we hel ad- 
journ until 7.30 p.m. to-morrow. 

Mr. TUDOR.—In view of the state- 
ment made by the Prime Minister that he 
proposes that this House shall adjourn 
sy oe 7.30 jp.m. to-morrow, surely the 

_ Government will reconsider their de- 

‘cision, so far as the public servants are 
Dashed: : 

- Mr. Hecror Lamonp. —We do not want 
. ae adjourn. 

“Mr. TUDOR.—The question was asked 
ie the Prime Minister, and he has 
answered it. I assume that he intends, 
“im accordance with his statement, to move 
he adjournment of this House until 
7.30 p.m. I have asked my question 
now with respect to the Public Service 
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Mr. HUGHES.—The making of to- 
‘ “morrow a public holiday would involve 


; rates for their work on that day. 
| Sir, Josera Coox.—All over Australia. 


Mr. HUGHES.—That cannot be done. 
Tt is not suggested that if we pay them 
holiday rates they will go to the Show, 
because we know they will not. I was 
asked by the honorable member for Mel- 
bourne (Dr. Maloney) to consent to the 
adjournment of this House until 7.30 
P-m. to-morrow. I think it is not al- 
together “‘ cricket ’’ now to use my con- 
- sent to that request as a reason for ask- 
ae for a holiday for the public servants. 

If this later request is pressed, I shall 
have to withdraw my statement to the 
honorable member for Melbourne, and 
| oe must meet as usual at 2.30 p.m. 


-Ministerian Members. —Hear, hear! 


Mr. TUDOR.—1I have been informed 
that the vocational trainees at Wirth’s 
Park will be given a holiday to- -morrow, 
rhereas those at Jolimont, and, I think, 
at the Working Men’s College, will be 
compelled to go on with their» training as 
usual. Is the Minister representing the 
Minister for Repatriation aware of the 



















tion + gi 
ig “RODGERS ae any of the voca- 


nal trainees are released to view the 
great annual National Exhibition of rural 


Island Agreement, 


Britain or Australia it would not : 


of New Zealand must have been mis 


on the assumption that that is his in-_ 


‘the public servants being paid holiday 


- ComMON WEALTH 


proposal to make this invidious distinc- 


Pas to- morrow, the whole of oe 






stabin p! as reported — the. bhibe se w 
speaking with reference to the Na 
that whereas — 
Dominion of New Zealand had paid 
much smaller sum than either 





one ton less of phosphate than 
secured by the other two Heatios to 
contract ? ay 

Mr. HUGHES.—The Prime Minist 


ported. This is a tripartite Agreemen he 
and the parties share the profits on the 
operations of the phosphate islands on 
the basis of their financial contributio 8, 
which is:—Britain, 42 per cent.; A 
tralia, 42 per cent.; New Zealand, 
per cent. 

Sir JosEPpH Cook: a ee there i is m 
than enough for them all. | . 

Mr. HUGHES. in! thaee spent: ’ 
residuum is sold, and the profits di 
tributed on that basis. We shall get 
per cent., Britain 42 per cent., and | 
ee 16 per cent. 


e LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 


"REPRESENTATION 
GENEVA ConTEnEn cE Waite i 
TRALIA PoLIcy. 


‘Mr. HAY.—I desire to ask ihe 
Minister whether he will have regard 
what I might describe as the special pl 
ings of a very large section of the pr 
and the regrets and disappointment 
pressed by a very considerable section 
the community, at his decision xb 
proceed to Geneva to take part in» 
deliberations of the League of Nations 
Will the right honorable gentlem 
consider a determination, and 





euoeaies hich, so vitally affect 
lia, and for which he so ably fo 
the signing of the Peace Treaty a 
sailles ? 

_ Mr. HU GHES. —In coming to 


ing all the facts at its disposal, consi e 
on my recommendation, that the 5 
ore would be arleqiately (Tel 





(Gee atoe Millen), in whom we har 
lute een ae ie abate 
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| _@ pen eg 


ead ie i corasaua ae my absence 
from the Geneva Conference, I should not 
hesitate to proceed there. 


I have noticed in the press a statement 
bas the effect that the reason I gave for 
not going was that’ the Imperial Con- 

ference would not be held next year. 
‘That statement is in conflict with the in- 
formation in my possession. The press, 
‘perhaps, is confusing two quite different 
It may be true that the Imperial 
‘Conference may not be held next year, 
but we are assured by the British 
Prime Minister that the Prime Min- 
isters of the various self-governing 
‘Dominions will be asked to meet in 
‘London next year, in. order to con- 
sider the very many and complex 
problems that call for their adjustment. 
‘The urgent need for the careful considera- 
tion and settlement of the principles upon 
which the new constitutional relations 
between Britain and the Dominions are 
based is obvious. It would be dangerous 
to delay the attempt at settlement. As 
it would be obviously most undesir- 
‘able that Australia should not be repre- 
sented by the Prime Minister at Such a 
Conference, and since there is no reason to 
believe that those vital interests of which 
the honorable member has spoken are 
likely to be jeopardized by. my absence 
from Geneva, I have decided not to pro- 
ceed there; but if I have the honour then 
to represent this country in my present 
capacity, I intend to take part in the 
deliberations of the Conference of Prime 
Ministers to be held in England next year, 


| Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Does the 
Piine Minister consider that any ques- 
tion likely to arise at the Conference of 
‘Prime Ministers of the self-governing Do- 
“minions to be held in England next year 
‘is of as much importance to Australia as 
is the question of a Whate Australia, 
which will practically be determined at 


es hs Geneva Conference ? 


Mr, HUGHES.—If I thought the prin- 
cole of a White Australia was likely: to 
or could be decided by the Assembly of 
the League of Nations, my answer to the 
honorable member’s question would be 
in the negative. But the Assembly of 
the League of Nations cannot override 
the eciaion of the Council of the League 
of Nations, nor abrogate the terms of a 
treaty to which practically all the dele- 
genens nh the League are Peres and, 





therefore, the ee | py my “honor- 
able friend’s question is in the af. ‘ 
firmative. The honorable member, per-— 


haps, is not aware of the actual position. — F 
The Council of the League of Nations is, — 
in effect, at least, until America decides — 

to adhere to the ‘League, the Council of 





the Four — Britain, France, -Ttaly, 
and Japan. There are other minor — 
nations, but for all effective pur: is 
poses those JI have mentioned are 


the deciding factors. The Council of the 
Four, as I stated in outlining the Defence — 
policy last week, decided that Australia 
was to have the mandate, and the whole 
of the nations that form part of the As- 
sembly, and part of the Council, are sig- 
natories to the Covenant which lave down 
the conditions under which we should © 
have the mandate. ‘Therefore, unless the — 
Assembly of the League of Nations be- . 
gins its work by tearing up the Treaty, 
it cannot disturb the status quo. 
The honorable gentleman need have no 
fear of the position. If I thought there — 


“was any danger of such a catastrophe as 


his question suggests, I should leave no 


stone unturned to see that the founda- 


tions of Australia’s existence were not 
shaken. 

Mr. FENTON.—Has the Prime Min- — 
ister any other information than that 
which has been published to the effect 
that a certain country is going to make 
a determined effort at the Geneva Con- 
ference to upset the decision arrived at 
in regard to the policy of a White Aus- — 
tralia, and that accommodation is being 
sought for sixty agents of that country — 
in order that they may be in a position — 
to successfully contest the White Aus- 
tralia. policy at the Conference? 

Mr. HUGHES.—I have only to say 
that, if honorable members in this 
Chamber wish by their speeches to invite 
a catastrophe which, as they say, aie. 
be disastrous to this country, I know of no — 
better way in which they can do so than — 
by pursuing these questions. In the cir- 
cumstances, therefore, I ask that these i 
questions should be discontnied: 


AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE. 
REPATRIATION OF MEN STRANDED _ IN Q 
LONDON. 

Mr. HAY .—TI ask the yee Mine 
ister for Defence if his attention has been 
directed to the cabled information from 
the ae Men’ s Christian Association 









i 


€ are aie Hines of pc ata Gin 
fermer members of the Australian Im- 
- Force, who, at the present time, 
tranded in London, and the only 
‘erime which it is reported they have com- 
mitted is that they did not report them- 


ia for Peperriaton on the prescribed 


ir GRANVILLE RYRIE. —In answer 

30 the honorable member I may say that 
the Defence Department has already 
taken steps in connexion with those men 
who have been stranded in England. As 
matter of fact, the Department has 
rranged. with the Imperial authorities 
and with the members of the Australian 
mperial Force still remaining in Eng- 
ind to extend the time allowed them 
within which to make application to be 
repatriated. Every consideration will 
given to these men. Everything will 


done to repatriate all those who are 
re of such consideration. 


ey: 


id, hen not OE of it; aan every- 
thing possible will be done to repatriate 
ore men. 


STEWART (for Dr. fiats 
4 oy. asked the Prime Minister, Eon 


Whether it is a fact that, as raperian to 
been stated by Dr. Mawson, 


rater power in Papua to the extent of 
900, 000 horse-power ? 


. Has the Prime Minister taken Stape to 


BSess_ the value to the Commonwealth of this 
ater power? 


3. If not, will he cause a éoinprehensive. re- 
ort to be furnished on this subject? 


r HUGHES. — Expert advice is 
"3 ing obtained with respect to the whole 
of one resources of New Guinea. TI ex- 


a BUDGET. 
ne EXPENDITURE, 


. JOWETT (for Mr, 
ed the Treasurer, upon _notice— 


Thether the items ‘ 


| “acerued deferred pay 
10” anc 


“indebtedness to the Imperial 


vernment. £42, 696, 500” shown in the Budget 
are the » full outstanding liability of the Com- 


ealth in connexion with the war? 
Te. Treasury-bills for war purposes 


to ae sri still to be provided for? haan this. ete 


authorization’ ? 


ter for 
notice— 


there is » 


Library. 


Grucory) 


ae to ‘ 


year:— ‘ : 
Expeditionary Forces. (nelading 
£260,000 deferred pay outstand- 
ing at 30th June, 1920). 
Transport of troops eaule 
Replacing depleted — reserves of 
naval stores, &c. A, 


"B, 45 
‘After these amounts have been ‘paid, a 
debtedness to the British Government, viz. 
£42,,696,500, will be the only outstanding 7 
bility of the Commonwealth in respect. 
active conduct of the war. In addition 
ever, there are liabilities for interest, sinking — 
fund, pensions, homes, repatriation, land settle: — 
ment, war gratuity, and miscellaneous ite fa 
arising out of the war. 

2. Provision is made in the Estimates of { 
current financial year for repaying out. of 
venue the temporary loan of £902,629. 

3. The method of redeeming Treasury-bills 5. 
issued for works, &e., purposes - ne “no 5 
been” determined, ) ‘ 


PORT MORESBY HOSPITA 
‘Treatment or Nattvzs. | 


Mr. MoWILLIAMS asked fo 
Home © and Territories, | 


1, Have any reports or commits 
ceived by the Department relative to the treat. 
ment of natives in the aopiaeck at Por 
Moresby? 


2..1f so, will the Minister table such doeu 
ments? 

Mr. POYN TON. —The answers. ar 

1. Yes. f 

2. The file will be paced on the table of th 


WAR SERVICE HOMBS 
EXPENDITURE. 


Mr. JO PT. 
asked the Minister provedenen is th 
ister ws pei upon ee 


all eee 
2. What amount does tha: Minister est: 


moneys already ‘expended? | ae 
Mr. RODGERS.—The ne sione 
advises as follows :— se 


1.~To the 31st August, 1920, the tota 
penditure on the provision of homes 
LO 2 Dian sic ig) ey en 

2. It is impossible to form any re la! 





sy 


copii oe asked the Minis- 


controlling Shipping, upon notice— 
we many ships are under contract for 
ion in Australia and Great Britain? 
tonnage and cost per ton? 


UGHES.—The answers are— 


enty-two. : 

1e hundred ae fifty. nine thousand two 
tons. The “E” class ships (6,000. 
) building in Australia have’ been 

ed for at prices ranging from £28 to 
ton, according to cost to contractor. 
ected that vessels will: cost approxi- 


REPATRIATION. 
oe Apvancxs to Sratvzs. 


POA WE TE > (hor Mer. 


ty he: Treasurer, mee ae 


: posed. i nerease in eight on Australian goods 
to be carried in insulated space to Great 
ae in during the coming season? 


. Mr. HUGHES — The result of my in- 


iries in this matter indicates that out- 
wa rd freights on full cargoes of coal front 
reat Britain to Mediterranean ports 
nd the Argentine or River Plate have 
x cently fallen materially; but that there 
is no prospect of a reduction i in the liner 
general | cargo rates. On the contrary, 
the liner general cargo rates have in- 
creased this year to all countries except- 
ing Australia. The rates to Australia 
would ee Hees Pierensed had not the 


ower nines state, the 


ea | 


go 1 ead upon . bi Beak ‘Gow 
oak: that the request of the Oonfe 
lines for an imerease in Be rates. i 


a despatch has now beer poe ef 
the Secretary of ghia for the Cok 


haustively examined ; ba thas in ae 
of the heavy increases in runnin. 


.penses that had taken place ‘since th 


rates were agreed to in April, 1919, ¥ 
had not been found possible to ‘Tesist 


132s. 6d. to 144s. per 40. cubic foot, 
increase ‘to take effect from the 1st 
March, 1920, at which date, the British 
Conference lines 
were entitled to, and claimed, a revision. 
I am advised that there is no prospect 
of a reduction in the tate for insulated 
space, particularly in view of the recent 
attempt of the shipping companies trad 
ing from Australia to increase the rate 
on scoured wool to the United Kingdom, 
which was also only prevented by the — 
attitude of the Commonwealth Govern. 
ment Line. As regards the reference to — 
scoured wool, I desire to point out that 
_the action of the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment Line, in Aiea to aul to an in 


monsibla for 2 saving of 4d, per . in _ 
freight to the shippers of scoured wool 
from this-¢ountry. | 


DEPORTATION OF ITALIAN 
RESERVISTS. 


Mr. WEST (for Mr. Consrpine) asked 
the Minister representing the Ministe ‘ 
for Defence, upon notice— | x 


1. Whether the Defence Hepachinene e was act 
ing under instructions received from the 
British Imperial Government or at the reque : 
of the date Italian Consul-General (Cs Eles) 


number of Italians of niilitary age? ae 

2, From whom were the names and add: 
of the men seized by the Commonwealth m 
tary for deportation to Italy Monkees by: hi 


hy 


Department? PAU SEN 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE,, 


answers sus Al 











onjointly with the Gu eatgenyel seg nae 

2. The Consul-General for Italy from time 
to time supplied to the Defence Department 
or wae names and Spams of Italians 





























i, What are the increased services in the 


‘New Hebrides? ~ 

What is the increase in the cost of the 
ervice? ne 
3, Were tenders invited for the new contract? 
ou Where are the headquarters of the pre- 
: sent contractors? 


Mr. HUGHES. The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low 

, A three- -weekly service is being provided to 
; Papua, Rabaul, and the Solomon Islands in- 
tead of the previous arrangement, whereby a 
eircular service of two sailings every five 
geeks was provided for Papua and Rabaul, with 





‘New Guinea, and a seven-weekly service to the 
‘Solomon Islands. The service to the New 
Tebrides has not been altered. 

othe cost under the expired contract was 
bts 6,650. If the services are carried out now 
in the same manner as under the expired con- 
tract, they would cost £46,650. The Govern- 
“ment. have, however, so arranged under the new 
ontract. that the services will be carried out 
for a sum of £40,000. 





IRON AND STEEL BONUS. 


Mr, JOWETT (for Mr. Gxxcory) 
asked the Minister for Trade and Cus- 
_ toms, “upon notice— 


: What amount has been paid by He Com- 
monwealth to date as bonuses on the Brodiey 
tion ba iron and steel? 


Mr. GREENE. — The amount 


















is 















from. ra published in the 
Herald last. week, as follows:—‘“ London, 16th 
September. —Agents-General and other officials 
have received requests from certain politicians 
in Australia that help should be given to Ger- 
mans who were formerly dwellers in Australia 
con to Australia. 

















| The answer has been | ive 


as ee ia the ‘Australian’ my ven are \ 


honorable member's questions | 


mail contract to Papua, Solomon Islands, and 


Separate five-weekly service to late German - 


Melbourne 


‘The same assistance 


ye 


of as ng, for ee ssages e 
































have made this request, and from. what State 
or States they hail; and make a statement 
the House as to what action, if any, the ( 
vernment intend taking in the matter? ; 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answers te ¥ 





x 






low :— 
1. Yes. 
2, Yes. The Government a no int ntion 
of taking any steps to bring inope: ee au 
back to Australia. 





COMMONWEALTH LINE. OF 
STEAMERS, 


AGENTS IN Srarss. 


seater in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbake, eee 
laide, Perth, and Hobart? mee 

2. How many of these agents are also. a 
for the’ cae Combine steamers? ve 


Mr. 


line in Brisbane, but arrangements have al oi 


asa completed for the Peete of a bran 


in Perth are the Westralian Warne) Li 
and in Hobart, Henry Jones ae CC 
Limited. — (Unt 

2. Two of the agents | referred to. are. 
agents for vessels of the Contorences Lines. 


Sietabe: 


Mr. ‘BURCHELL asked the Min 
representing the Minister for Ree trig 
tion, upon notice— Bela 


Whether he will inform the House! as 
number of War Service Homes erected by th 
Commissioner under section. 47 ay of the Act? 


Mr. RODGERS. -—The" 
advises as follows :— 

The total number of dwellings edit 
the Repatriation Department, and on its 


rity, is eleven. These were allotted by th: 
Department to blinded. soldiers in lieu 


Commiss 


pension rate of this class, excluding the 
sions payable to dependants, and ie 
allowances, was £1 10s. per week. 
was alone to £4 per week on the Ist Jul 
The oe cele t income of a blinded sold 


va 





aye Buea aie Rates Bill. 
: 


prior to this date, exclusive of pensions payable it will be of interest to SHdicdte eae! 6 | 
eae to dependants, and other allowance, was, there- the main-items i hich’ ‘thi mi 
y, fore, £2 10s., or £1 10s. and a rent- free dwell- at aap bi 3 is increase 18 — 
ing, as against £4 from the Ist July. Aik chee oe ye 1914 the bea Oe 
Ge ure on salaries of permanent officers o 
Mr. CAMERON asked the Minister ; 
3 POG ae she UL Packtuey: the Postmaster-General’s Department has 
a a e v ee: P increased by leaps and bounds. In com- 
i ae the Minister will state what the world i hes becouse 
practice of the Department is with regard to jy onweoalth ¢ Yi ee OS oe 
preference to returned soldiers in the building Leeson | increase rates of pay to_ 
of War Service Homes? 7 oe the increased cost of living result- 
i : Hy ee ing from war conditions, and in addition 
Be Orcens The Commissioner to this many grades of ‘officers have had — 
advises as : their work re-appraised by the Ar-_ 


The practice followed to give effect to the 
policy of preference to returned soldiers is as bitration Court at rates higher than those iA 


follows:—When workmen are required, those prescribed by the Public Service Com- 
returned soldiers who have registered with the missioner prior to 1914. 
Commission are communicated with, and close During the years of the war the iy 


touch is kept with the Repatriation Depart- 6snendit &< 
penditure ‘‘on salaries’’ as shown in 
ment, and, where established, the employment tha Troauureeliscbktomenk: dud ee vagen! 


bureaux attached to soldiers’ organizations. 
These sources cannot provide more than a small the full effect vol this increase, owing ae] 


quota of the total workmen required, and re- the ‘‘savings’’ arising from the absence 
course must then be had to the industrial of some thousands of officers on active 
organizations to supply the balance, which service, and whose places in the Service 


have undertaken to give preference to the re- 
turned soldier members of their respective vee filled either by the employment Of 


organizations. The labour obtained through temporary hands or by a re-apportionment | 
_ the latter avenue comprises a certain percentage of their duties among the remaining pver- _ 
. OF returned soldiers who, for reasons of their manent staff. Even during the financial 

own, prefer to register in this way rather than year just closed there was still a large 

with the Commission. In all contracts let by number of officers who had nat ead 


the Commission, a clause is inserted providing 
for preference of employment to returned duty in the Public Service, and the re- 


soldiers, and if a contractor does not observe cord of salaries during that year does 
* all or any of the terms of the contract, prompt not, therefore, make the position clear. 
2 ra proper action is taken. A fair basis of comparison would be’ 
to take the year ended 30th June, 1914, 

a ‘POST AND TELEGRAPH RATES as compared with the year 1920- 21. Thess. 






















BILL. following table shows the’ position :— _ 

Ae Szeconp READING. 1 1SAD AGT MEME AULT MUNRC: eR Ae ERAT MCL Te aah 
Mr. WISE (Gippsland—Postmaster- Vii Doacebaitai Total Salaries | Average Salary yah 

General) fs. 5] —I move— provided for. |. provided for. per officer, 
‘That this Bill be now read a second time. , Vs 
RK 1913-14, . 21,105 £2,878, 522 £186400) 
The ‘Treasurer, in delivering his Budget 1920-21... 20,989 £4,042,435 £192 °6 ; Pe a 
speech, having announced that as part of “Doopase | o Ineeese | | ene 
their financial proposals the Government 116 £1,163,913 £502 ee nt 





intended’ to raise revenue by increasing BO 
- postage, telegraph, and telephone rates, These are remarkable ficures—the 1 num- — 

_ this Bill is introduced for the purpose ber of permanent officers has actually de- 
of making the necessary increases i0 creased by 116, but the annual rate of 
postal and telegraph rates, Telephone salaries has Hicraased approximately by — 
_ rates are increased by regulation. It is £100,000. The figures for the Central 
unnecessary for me to say anything to Office and the Radid Service arewae eT ea 
justify these increases from the general cluded. This comparison indicates very 
revenue point of view, the Treasurer hav- graphically the increased cost which has 
_ ing done that; but I propose to show that to be met, and with the still rising cost 
they are perfectly justified from a de- of living it appears inevitable that fur- 

partmental point of view. ther increases will have to be provided’ — 
It is hardly necessary for me to point by Parliament to meet Arbitration 
- out to the House that the working costs awards in this matter. These. awards 
A Siof the Postal Department have imevi- have increased the annual cost of Com- 
: tably_ increased during recent years, but eda salaries by £913,347, are 






















ftk f which are “paid by ‘the Postal 
Jepartment.. : 
\t the ent time a large ‘pumber » 
Public Service Associations have claims 
mding before the Arbitration — Court, 
the great bulk of the increased ex- 
d ure which may be involved will) 
o be met by the Postmaster- | 
l’s Department. In this con- 
ib is well to bear in mind that 
ut of a grand total of approximately — 
0 permanent officers in the Common- 
eilth Public Service about 20,000 are 
mployed by the Postmaster- General’s 
Jepartment. == 
other heading of expend ituce, in 
vhich* honorable members have evinced 
in active interest, is that of the cost of 
chepibae of mails on inland road ser- 
- Quite recently the Government 
coved of a special, concession to mail — 
tractors on account of drought con- 
, and, apart from the heavy in- 
eases arising from that cause, there has 
for a series of years, a noticeable 
rease in the expenditure under this 
ading. The following comparison — of 
he factual | expenditure for the year. 
Bi -14 under pre-war conditions with 
estimated expenditure for the year 
-21 shows the position :— 


14—-Actual expenditure .. » £413,662 
21—Hstimated expenditure 526,200 


£112,538 


he policy of the Government, as al- 
“oad announced, is that wherever prac- 
tea le postal acliues, in the form of 
ail services, shall be given to outback 
isolated districts, and the i ena 
this. commendable policy may lead t 
penditure in excess of the figures 
quoted for 1920-21. In estimating 
eost of new services which wiil be 
blished under the liberal policy 
\dop ed by this Government it is difficult 
o forecast, even approximately, the 
mount involved. Many of these inland 


services do not vay, and shang will | 


t pay 


4 “Brckarp | Foster. —And | they» 


? “Wish that is so; bub, never- 
se must be maintained. Every 
Deliv: how essential these mail ser- 
Ss are in outback districts; and what 
Mean to the settlers. “A mail ser-— 
is their one connexion. with civiliza- | 


who have vend Mrs. Gunn’ S 
: ; ; ‘ nber ie 


ike 

- arrival of the. 

overland mailman, once. every SI 

Any Governnient nae regard | 
ack — ts 


pea ie hata of the out 


vices ‘only from. the point, of 
they will or will not pay. 

| During the war thé curtailment. 3 
sea services between Australia an 
United Kingdom, particularly the 
dized services of the Orient Compat 
abled a considerable reduction to. be made 


in our expenditure for the carriage 


oversea mails. The resumption o 
normal Orient service during 1920- 
will cast upon the Commonwealth an 
creasing rate of expenditure until the 
subsidy of at least £170,000 under 
terms of the present contract is rea 
Of this amount, £130,770 is. Prva fo 
1920- > cel) 

' The Reena inibimabed! in his 
speech that the necessity for raising e 
revenue suggested a review of. the « 
made. for services rendered to the 
particularly by the Post Office D 
ment, and that it was proposed to 
duce new rates which would havea) 


in a general ib rate. — 
ostal Department has an. Bead 
as the means of calleene a tax, | 


hele. -penny chereea ys postage. w t: 
the postage rate on letters is to be 
creased, the whole of the increa 
the original penny stamp will be credite 
to the Devartment. i 

Mr. €rewart.—Does the Mi 
tend that it is. necessary to 
‘charges? - ! 

Mr. WISE. aon do. ! 
not greater than that eee n 
countries. 

The Sutstandine increase propo ed ) 
int the basic letter rate, which as bei 
raised from 14d. to) Dae per lett 
increase at the rate of 334 D per cent 
the United Kingdom and New . 
the rate has been similarly i increas 
in South Africa an inerease of 50 
cent: has been imposed. | 

With regard to the rates — 

_ Newspapers, the. only alterat: 
connexion is the incorporat 


of the amount 















this connexion I might 
nt out that in the United Kingdom 
‘rate of postage on newspapers has 
n increased by 50 per cent., in New 
Zealand by 100 per cent., and in Canada 
during the past two years by 300 per cent. 
Other Administrations outside the British 








O1 provides for an increase 
these lines, and also for a proportionate 


Messages. With regard to ordinary tele- 
grams, the objection may’ be raised that 

_ the increase proposed is, on a percentage 
a basis, heavier on suburban and city tele- 
grams than upon Intra-State and Inter- 
_ State messages. In reply to this, I desire 
Un aed to say that: the main purpose of imposing 


venue, and it was considered that this 
end would most readily be attained by 
Re is 

making an extra charge of 3d. on each 
telegram, irrespective of the length of the 
message or the distance over which it was 
ta be transmitted. In comparison with 
other countries, there should be little 
ground for complaint in respect. to the 
charges for telegrams. In ‘the United 
_ Kingdom the rates have recently been in- 
_ oreased from 9d. for twelve words and 

$d. for each: additional word, to 1s. for 
twelve words and 1d. for each additional 
word, which represents an increase of 334 
_ per ceht. on the initial rate, and 100 per 
_ cent. on the rate for extra words. \ 
When the immense. length of lines 
_ which have to be maintained and oper- 
ated in the Commonwealth is compared 
with the comparatively short circuits in 
the United Kingdom, it will be seen that 
even the new rates proposed are exceed- 
ingly liberal. In South Africa the rates 
were recently increased by approximately 
334 per cent., the maximum number of 
_ words for the initial charge being twelve, 
as compared with sixteen words in the 


























Commonwealth. In New Zealand the 





4 
k 


_ charged since Octo- 


ase in the telegraphic rates for press — 


-on this class of business. 


the extra charge is to get additional re- 


“exceeding 100 words.’’ 


‘ Telephone rates are not dealt with 


fee Vs 2 
ede 





rates have been increased from 8d 
twelve words and 4d. for each addi 
word to 1s. for twelve words and Id. for 
each additional word, an increase of 50. 
per cent. on the initial charge, and 1 
per cent. on the secondary rate. 

In connexion with these matters 
well to remember, in addition to. 
great increases in salaries, the creat 
crease that has taken place in the cost 
of material. This also has to be borne 
in mind in connexion with the telephone 
rates.. I may say that the cost of gal- — 
vanized iron has increased by 600 per — 
cent., that of cable by 100 per cent., amd — 
of telegraph equipment by from 50 to 
250) per cent. + ee ee 

The proposed increase of 3d. per tele- 
gram on ordinary telegrams is estimated — 
to bring in annual additional revenue of — 
£200,000. The total present revenue — 
from such telegrams is approximately — 
£753,000 per annum. Therefore the in- 
crease is approximately at the rate of 27 
per cent. The increased rates for press _ 
telegrams are designed to bring in ap 
proximately 27 per cent. extra revenne ~ 
Taking each — 
rate individually, the 27 per cent, in- 
crease is not apparent, but, in designing — 



































Chih: 


the new rates, the press message business 


had to be taken as a whole; the bulk of 
press messages fall within the category — 
For. instance, — 
on a message containing 150 words, the 
present and proposed rates would be as — 
under :— : A Ge 





















d | Within the State.| Inter-State, _ 
Particulars. Se 
Pro- BOR 
Present. posed. Present. posed. 
: shod: Go as 8: 
For first 100 words Bay 6. pS & 3 
For additional 50 : 
words .. oe 0 6 0 8 1 
Total aig 2 0 bah 4 


Increase .. -- (Approx.) 21 per (Approx,) 21 per 
cent. * Ceniie aie 


It might be added that the percentage 
increase would vary in each instance 
according to the number of. words con 
tained in the message transmitted. Fur 
ther, the incidence of the previous 
rates has been observed, as far as prac- — 


ticable in framing the increased charges. 








the Bill, but, as I said before, by regula- 
tion, and it is proposed to increase the — 


oe : : 
AN Ny Ne 







ee i 
NOR \ 


a 4 





Geen 
Me 
ON 


8 by, 25 per cont. on all exchanges . T think te 
: lowing | figures ‘before ho 


On ex- 


es - where ‘there are only. 600 sub- 


The 


bers : — 


PRINCIPAL Dhouwawwsuie TROEHAGee COMPARED 


is ace IN CERTAIN OTHER Teale tae | 
Letters. — Rh i 


Australia .. $d. to 2d. . 
United Kingdom .. 13d. to 2d. 
South Africa id. to 14d.. 
New Zealand 13d. to 2d. 


N ewspapers. 


i, Ingrosso 89 
Increase 33} 9 
- Increase 50 % 
TERRE 33t st 


Australia 


charge which. covers bulk o 
papers, unaltered. x 
4d. for 6 ozs. te-1d. for 6 ozs. 

Increase 100 Ca 
4d. to 1d. 


Increase 100 % 
Increase 300 96) 2 ise an 


es 


tele- 


United Kingdom .. 

son 
New Zealand 
Canada ae 


Telegraph Rates. 


a and there was also the aiffculty 


‘ Ordinary— 
) ie the necessary funds; but since ae 


Australia § 16 words. ae 6d. z 
: to 16 words  .. | 9d. 18.53 


Increase 50 %| 884% | 4 


(Each additional word id —unaltered a) 
United Kingdom .. 


word. 

‘ Increase—33t per’ cent. ‘ont it 
rate, and 100 ae cent. on subsequen' 
Tate. 

12 words, Is., to 12 words, 
Increase, 2b per Cente din 

(Each add itional word, 1d. —unalte 

12 words, 8d., and $d. each additi 
word ; 'to 

12 words, 1s., and 1d. each ad 
word. ee % 
Increase, 50 per pane on initial ra‘ 

and 100 per cent. on meubpeanent cave 


Quantity. Amount. 

iia «3 — .. £178,864 Pees ae 
221 miles ., 124,115 — gouth Africa 
3,116 miles . .. 31,544 fy 


13,648 61,301 


New Zealand 


17,360 


27,973 
21,895 
10,472 
80,528 - 


Conduits, &e. 


(g) 
fis Insulators. Telephone Rates. 


‘austen! 
Exchanges with 601 Mabe 
scribers and upwards 


£554,052 Ua nena 
£4to£5 | 1d. 
perannum {| |. 
Ay AN 
(proposed) 


Increase | 
United Kingdom— 
Londons; 5. 
Other places. 


The F cenicer has also given me autho. 
rity to. invite additional tenders amount- 
ing to a much larger sum, but those | 
eontracts cannot be carried out until the _ Increase—London 
beginning of the next financial year. I Swale” 
Mention these facts to show honorable rive Tnctease— Bus anaes 
members that we are doing our very Private 
hag to overtake arrears as quickly as : 


New Zealand—(Plat rate only)— — 
Business .. £7 to £8 nt Tnerense—14 per cen 
Private .. £5tof6  . 


i Trunk Tine Fees. 


Australia... No Increase. 
United Kingdom 
87 per cent. 


New Zealand ve Increases in ‘zeregate—50 per e cent. 


I do net thinks ib can be said” that. the : 
i 
Government have gone out of their way 


‘se in _ proposing ‘these increases, 1en We 


what remains of the present year we 
ge pate oy receive a total revenue ie 


; 








i a ve Speke | to re fact that’ hoy | may pet 
it justified on the demands and requirements 
of the. Department itself. These in- 
creases, however, are not nearly so great 
as the increases in Great Britain, South 

Mens New Zealand, and Canada. It 
must always be remembered that, com- 
pared with, at any rate, Great Britain 
and New Zealand, we have immense dis- 
tances to cover. 

Mr. Tupor.—Why is there a differen- 
tiation between press messages relating to 
parliamentary. and other Commonwealth 
_ proceedings and other press messages ? 
_ Tt seems to me a new provision altogether. 

Mr. WISE. —No, I think there is the 

same provision in the original Act, and 

I refer. the honorable member to the 
second schedule, 

“Mr. -Maxwetu.—What is the exact 
meaning of the difference in the charges 
between ordinary telegrams in towns and 
suburbs and ordinary telegrams in 
‘‘ other places ’’ within the State, 

Mr. WISE.—The difference is 3d. in 

_ the charge, and the charge for towns and 
suburbs is within prescribed limits, or 
~ within 15 miles from the sending station. 
Between other places within the State, 

except town and suburban, the rate was 

. 9d., and will now be a shilling, while 
the interstate rate, which was formerly 
ds., will become ls. 3d... 

Mr, Maxweti.—Does that mean that 

in the country the charges will be 9d. 

foe for a wire sent between two places that 
_ are fifteen miles apart? 

Mr. WISE.—Within 





fifteen miles 


apart the rate will be 9d., and over that, 


ib will be 1s. 
Mr. Tupor.—The rate from Melbourne 
to Richmond will be 9d., and from Bal- 
jarat to Creswick will be ‘the same? 
“Mr. WISE.—Yes. 
Mr. Maxwetri.—It will be 9d. and not 
ETT : 
Mr. WISE.—Yes. For instance, the 
rate from Sale to Maffra, or to Stratford, 
in my own electorate, was 6d. and will 
now be 9d. ‘I have stated shortly the 
effects of the Bull and the reasons for 
its introduction, including the special 
reasons, such as increase in salaries, the 
great increase in the expenditure on 
material, the extra facilities that we have 
given to the country districts, and the 
_ cost of the material that we are getting 
_ from overseas. 
Debate (on motion by Mr. 


| Tupor) 
adjourned. | 





ESTIMATES 1920- 21, 
In Committee of Supply: 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta. 
Treasurer) [8.35].—(By leave)—I move— 
That the consideration of the General Esti- 
rd be postponed until after the considera- 
tion of Estimates for Additions, New Notes 
Buildings, etc. re 
This is a proposal to revert to what. was : 
a general custom in pre-war days. ae 
Mr. Tupor.—I think it has ee ; 
been followed. ae 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I naent it i ©) 
departed from during the war. Atany © 
rate, it is a wholesome custom. How- 
ever much delay there may be over the — 
consideration of the Budget, there should | 
be no unnecessary delay over the public — 
works. Australia is a very large place, 
and until money is voted the Works De- _ 
partment is more or less paralyzed. The 
sooner these estimates are put through — 
the better. I do not mean that there — 
should not be reasonable discussion on 
any items honorable members may select, a 
but I hope that these will be few. 
Sir Rozert Brst.—I suppose there are 
ho controversial items ? el 
Sir. JOSEPH COOK.—There are none in 
in the schedule. I hope, therefore, — 
that we shall reach a conclusion regard- 
ing these Estimates at a very early date. — 
The sooner we can get to work the better 
for the allocation and spending of the — 
money, and the better for all concerned. va 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 





Appirions, New Works, Burupines, 
Ere. oN 

The CHAIRMAN (Hon. | J. ne a 
Chanter).—Is it the pleasure of the Coney. 
mittee that the abstract printed on page - 
338 be taken as a whole? as 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [8.37] He. an 
mean by that abstract the whole of the 
annual votes for the Parliament, Trea-_ 
sury, Home and Territory, Military, 
Navy, Air Services, Trade and Customs, — 
Works and Railways, and Fos 
General, to a total of £3,070,0002 © i 

Mr. Groom Yes, but it does rub : 
touch the loan estimates. They sie ; 
come on later. 

Mr. TUDOR.—There is an item le 
£2,000 for additional accommodation al 
Federal Parliament ‘House, which I pre. 
sume means thts poe Nie is ek 













reasury, is for alterations ab ‘he Stamp e 
int ‘There has been on the 


ting Office. 


notice-paper for months a notice of mo- 
tion by the Minister for Works and Rail- 
: Ways (Mr. Groom) to approve of the 
erection of a Note Printing Office at 
Fitzroy in accordance with the recom- 
( ea of the Public Works Commit- 


ee vote on the motion to which. 


hotel y 


the honorable member refers. 


Mr. TUDOR.—Is this expenditure to 
> incurred at Fitzroy? 
“Mr. Groom.—lI am not sure, but it does 
not touch the big question, seat will be 
mitted separately. 


Me TUDOR.—T should Iike some ine | { 


‘ormation, at any rate, about the pro- 
posed work in this building. 


r. GROOM (Darling Dawe Mie 

r for Works and Railways) [8. 39] —A 
sum of £2,000 is asked for work in con- 
exion with this: building. |The honor- 
ble member knows what a lack of ac- 
mmmodation there is here in the way of 
small rooms, especially for the use of 
Ministers. There is no place where they 
can see members or others. It is pro- 
posed to erect a set of rooms at the back 
of the Ministers’ room, including four 
rooms for Ministers and certain accom- 
modation for members in the ‘way of 
ante-rooms. There will be five or six 


ae rooms eu 


ye: , bhai: we shall be here. There 18 
Oa eres! ie of anal on cae ac- 


a private dining-room of his 
oY | merely aged ee but as. | aOee 


| paratively Galt and the 
is most ‘urgently - needed. 


“Mr. Austin Cusowas —Ha 
given the He ee eee six 
notice? 


A man who gets meatea 4 als nothir eg ive 


ing notice of discontinuance to the p 


-who confers the favour on him. 


Mr. Brennan.—You have receiv 
notice to quit yet? AGM tans 

Mr. GROOM.—No. We are re 
sible for the upkeep and repair of th 
building, and are expected to keep it in 
proper condition. As extra accommo an 
tion is urgently needed, this propos 
been put forward by the House aut 
ties. Plans have been fie 
approved. o 

The 


CHAIRMAN - Hon. 


ake as a hale 
Sir Rogerr ne pec aa 


siaeeiion! Bi shall put the items 
rately. 


Ay THE PARLIAMENT. 
Prasad vote, £2,000. 


sum proposed is entirely — qu 
While we are about it, we should m J 


for ‘Ministers and the staff, ‘We m oh 
just as well make the proposed Vo ee: 
couple of million pounds. — shou 


for all of us. We should wari ae 
we may not be here for ever, and v 


hae a ogi sad an Oh ee ] 
privileges and advantages which are tc 
aecorded to Ministers and the staff 
not to stop there. At Washington 
member of Congress has a.room. E re 
member of this Parliament ought to. I 
a room here and a bedroom, and, p 


mn 
LD 

‘ 
ae ey 















this building \and its sine ae While 
they are about it, the Government might 
well put up another building similar ‘to 
this, which would harmonize > it and 
add. to its beauty. ‘ 

_ Mr. Tuvor.—Are the new rooms to be 
bail of wood? 

. Mr. Groom.—They are to be of tick” 
Mr. Tupvor—Nuv part of pe building 
is built of brick. 
ie Mr. Groom. — Yes, part of if is of 
brick, with stone facings. 

Mr. ANSTEY. — If the Government 
nt to add to the beauty of the place, 
y ought to make it of marble, and they 


nud. not stop at a mere £2,000. 


ee HECTOR LAMOND 

ES. 4| .—I am not in favour of the expen- 
- diture in the first place, but I am aston- 

ished to hear that the Government are 
going to put brickwork in this building. 
I presume that the approval of the State 
Government has been given to the pro- 
position. ; 
Mr. Groom. aes the State officials 
have designed the extensions. 


Mr. WEST (East Sydney) [8.45].—I 
understand that the kaon is to erect 
four rooms. 
Mr. Groom. —There 
four 

ity. WEST.—Then the estimate can- 
not be correct. No one can build more 
than four rooms, in these days, and, par- 
ticularly on a design to follow the ‘gene- 
Bee ral scheme af this building, at an outlay 

of £2,000. The Committee should have 
Sha: ittle more information. While the 
matter of extended accommodation is 
under consideration, why cannot honor- 
able members be provided with rooms in 
_ which to interview visitors? This is the 
- most uncongenial place possible in which 
to expect members of Parliament to at- 
tend and do their business, and meet 
members, of the public who may desire to. 
see them officially. 
Mr. Hector Lamonp:—People 
turned away, and we never see them 
again. We never know that they have 
-  calied here. - 
Mr. WEST.—That isa “just eer 
I cannot understand the action of the Go- 
Sy see in PERP ONDE: 0 erect os aes 












































will be more than 








(Illawarra) ‘ 


Hansard stafi, while I had recently te 


‘are 


able ese may, Sti hs they ees $ 
if the additions are to be suitably built 
upon the lines of the permanent ir 
ture, the advance, instead of being 
£2 ,000, should be more like £200,0 
That ‘sum, ab any rate, would need to 
ie out if this building were to be made 

all suitable for conducting the busi 
of the Federal Legislature. lin, 
to the original design, this building 
only half completed. Instead of putti 
any amount at all upon the Estimates 
additions we should be considering neces 
sary expenditure for the housing of a 
Federal Parliament at Canberra. ee 


‘Sir ELLIOT JOHNSON (Lang) [s. 50], an 
-—The question of accommodation in this 
building is one which has constantly re 
curred. Jt had been my imtention to 
make a statement to the House at the — 
first convenient opportunity; and, per- — 
haps, since the matter has now arisen, 
the present may be an opportune moment. — 
The question of accommodation at Par- 
liament House for members and others 
concerned in the various activities of Par-_ 
liament is one which has caused me con- 
siderable difficulty for some time past. 
The whole matter is one of supply and 
demand. Even in the earlier period of 
our existence as a Parliament the avail- 
able accommodation provided was in 
several respects inadequate, and make-— 
shift arrangements had to be resorted to. 
in order to overcome some of the diffi- 
culties that presented themselves. For 
example, some of the rooms in the base- 
ment had to be partitioned off into small 
cubicles to accommodate officers of the 


























































convert a lavatory into an additional 
room for their needs, and there are still 
insufficient rooms for the Hansard stafi. : 
The appointment of Committees of 
Public Works and Public Accounts, with . 
the necessary officers attached to ‘them 
presented fresh accommodation problems. : 
These I partially solved by prevailing — 
upon the State Government of Victoria 
to forego their exclusive reservation | 
rights to the use of another room in the 
basement, which I° converted into t 
rooms by means of a temporary parti- 
tion. The appointment of female typiste s 
to assist honorable members with theiz 
correspondence, and the absence of 
place where members could interview 












ooms provided for other purposes. The 
.ccommodation provided for the Standing 
Committees was found to be insufficient, 
and rooms had to be found elsewhere in 

the city to enable the work of those 
- Committees to be efficiently carried on. 
| a The advent of a third party led naturally 
to a request for special accommodation 
for” that party, and for an additional 
room for its Leader and his secretary. 
That additional room I hope to provide 
- allotting the one now in use by the 
Accounts Committee when that body — 
shall have removed to new quarters in 
the city. The need for more rooms for 
_ the Hansard staff, and for Library storage 
“and | other purposes, is one of some ur- 
gency. For lack of necessary Library 











ee and other accommodation, cases | 


and cupboards of Library matter have to 
be dumped in the outside passages, and 


- eellars” have had to be utilized for the 


housing of the valuable Petherick Collec- 
tions fais other almost priceless Austra- 
- liana, 

The only accommodation available at 
present for Ministers, other than the 
Prime Minister, is one room—which 
- should properly be Mr. Speaker’s room— 
and which is common to all Ministers, 
ah. have no place where they can inter- 
view officials or callers in privacy. Mr. 
Boston Ss room is an improvised tem- 
_ porary enclosure of portion of the Library 
corridor, and is in every way unsuited 
for the purpose of a room; but no better 
accommodation is at present available. 
Heads of Departments, secretaries, and 
other departmental officials in attend- 
ance on Ministers while the House is 








Ring, are obliged to stand or sit about 


the corridors and passages, to their own 
~ discomfort. and the inconvenience of 
_ others, because. no accommodation is 
available. 
Doubtless, when the House meets in 
8 permanent ‘home in the Federal 
Capital, all these disabilities will be over- 
come; but, as present indications do not 
seem ‘to warrant the assumption that re- 
moval from the present domicile of Par- 
liament i is imminent, or even a realizable 
‘(pec ssibility of the immediate future— 
however desirable such a change may be 
=i a of the Pisems wy hsomoe of the 





















to be ey. by Hee off ae 
corners of lobbies and encroaching on 









forth wing Oe uae ue 
submitted by Mr. meee dae 
State Architect, after consultation : 
myself. The additions will. par 
meet the more pressing requiremen’ 
additional accommodation. of ma. 
















































in tga iinet form, Bik: vat be carried 
out in conformity with the general pla: 
of the building as approved by the Sta 
Architects, so that they can later be com- 
pleted as part of the permanent additient ) 
to the building. The plans have been 
submitted—as JI just mentioned—from 
that official to the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes), and’ they have been approved 
and the estimate quoted is the estimate 
of the State Architect. Of course, it 
will only be a very plain type of struc- 
ture; there will be no attempt at orna 
onan. The additions will only D 
vide a room for the Prime Minister, ant 
for his secretary, a lavatory, and 
couple of small rooms for clerks, atten 
dants, and typist. The extensions. 
render available for other use one or ¢ 
rooms which are at present. engaged. ne 
I am not prepared to say whether the 
proposed work can be carried out within 
the amount of the estimate. . I must leay 
that phase of the matter to the experts, 
who are expected to know ruling prices 
labour and material, and who have esti 
mated that the extensions can be com. 
pleted for the sum mentioned. 


Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) rs. 56]. 
The information just furnished is quite 
accord with facts concerning the inade 
quate accommodation in this build 
When one compares the accommoda 
provided here with that in many of th 
State Houses, one must admit that 
place falls considerably. short of wha 
should be, as the home of the Federa 
Legislature. 

‘Mr. Hecror Lamonp. —The housing 
the Federal Legislature in this build 
is only a temporary arrangement. — . 
pained of the State Parliaments in thei 








the Federal Paretadt here is pice 
but it has existed for the past twer 
years. Whether the temporary accor 
ue hight ie availed vi for a 



























































. ndertul eonomsaion ase to Fédera: 
on by the people and Government of 
ictoria in providing this House of Par- 
liament. Although it lacks many of the 
conveniences of an up-to-date legislative 
uilding, and despite that some little ex- 
enditure has been incurred now and 
ain, if honorable members will calmly 
sider the way in which the Federal 
Legislature has been housed and cared for 
by the Victorian people and authorities 
there should be expressions of thanks 
rather than querulous criticism. 

_ Mr. Stewarr.—The honorable member 
og not expect advocates of Canberra to 
| take a calm view of the present position ? 
Mr. FENTON.—With respect to our 
removal to Canberra, I may say at once 
that I am not averse to the proposition. 
The difficulty which confronts me, how- 
ever, has to do with finance. 
item. actually under discussion, I consider 
the proposed expenditure upon the addi- 
tions indicated by the honorable member 
" for Lang (Sir Elliot Johnson) eminently 
reasonable. Honorable members| may 
content themselves with this, namely, that 
for quite a number of years to come the 
Federal Parliament will continue to be 
housed in this building; and it is as well, 
since there are certain inconveniences oc- 
casioned by our being here, that those 
disabilities should be remedied. In this 
respect, Mr. Speaker and the officials of 
Parliament are doing a little—and only 
a little—to endeavour to remedy the some- 
what unsatisfactory state of affairs. The 
proposal to spend £2,000 in making what 
may be regarded as a temporary im prove- 
‘ment of this building in order to provide 
greater convenience for members should 
meet with the ready and unanimous ap- 
proval of the Committee. When the 











a member of this Parliament, shall do 
my best ta expedite the removal of the 
Seat of Government to Canberra, and 
will vote for the necessary expenditure. 
But with the present weight of debt upon 
the shoulders of the people, I am _ not 
favorable to the expenditure of a large 
sum for that purpose at the present-time. 


As ae the. 


financial clouds have rolled by, I, if stall 


_1990-21, 


Mr. LAVELLE. ere they oleae 4 
member has announced that he will vote 
for the expenditure of £2 000 on this - 
building. Oe ee 

Mr. FENTON.—That is nec 
Honorable members have been complain 
ing that there is no accommodation for 
interviewing their constituents. ‘Stan 
ing Committees of this Parliament have 
had to seek accommodation elsewhere in 
the city. This Parliament should give 
early consideration to the very big rent 
roll which the Commonwealth is paying. 
Although in time to come this Parlin. 
ment must be removed to its permanent 
home in Canberra, accommodation will 
still be required fue Federal staffs in the a 
various capital cities. In Sydney, par-- “ 
ticularly, there is an absolute necessity 
for a considerable expenditure in provid- 
ing office accommodation for Federal De- _ 
partments. Some of the places in which 
Commonwealth officials in that city are 
housed are nothing more or less than rab- 
bit warrens, and the Government ought — 
to be arraigned before the Courts for 4 
breaches of the Factories Act for requir- 
ing their officers to work in such places. : 

Mr. Warxtins.—Is the honorable mem- | : 
ber referring to the Commonwealth Bank? 

Mr. FENTON. —That is one excep- 
tional building, which was erected only — 
within recent years. The Public Accounts — 
Committee recommended thatthe big rent 
roll should be reduced by the ce 
of money in providing permanent accom- : 
modation for the various Departments. 
The Navy Department and the Defence 
Department are paying considerable 



















amounts in rents each year in Melbourne — ae 


and Sydney, and many other Depart-, 
ments are doing the same. The Pubhe a 
Accounts Committee calculated that an _ 
immediate expenditure in the erection of 
buildings on property owned by the — 
Commonwealth would be a payable pro- 
position. In the Victoria Barracks area, 
on St. Kilda-road, the Commonwealth 
owns acres of land where Government 
offices could be built, thus saving rents _ 
and providing for our officers proper ac- — 
commodation. This is a matter to which 
the Committee should give consideration. 
‘As private individuals we remain re 
payers no longer than we can avoid. hat 
believe in owning the building in hea : 
we reside, instead of paying rent to a 
landlord.. The Government should pr 
ceed on the same principle. If we | Ar 
desirous of saving age let us er 



















aie 


one a pont deal af asica accommo- 
“will still be required in each ‘city 
Commonwealth Departments. 
th General Post Office, owing to a 
wise purchase made by a Labour Go- 
vernment, the Commonwealth’ will be 
le to provide accommodation for all 
ts Departments. The improvements 
which are being made to the Adelaide 
. ral Post. Office will permit of a simi- 
desirable state of affairs there, 
position in Sydney is disgraceful and 

in Melbourne is httle better. 


r, Groom.—No better. 


r. FENTON.—On account bf Mel- , 


ne being the temporary Seat of Go- 
rnment, the rent roll in that city is 
rger than in some of the other capitals. 
I repeat that’ even after Parliament 
removes to Canberra there will still be 
ed for office accommodation for Com- 
nwealth servants. 


upport to the proposition which Mr. 
Speaker has placed before the Committee 
spend £2,000 in improving the accom- 


odation in this building. My only re- 
wret, is that owing to the financial stress 
is obliged to limit his propasel to such 
mall amount. 
‘Proposed votes ean. S21, 
(Home and Territories), #41 321, agreed 


Fe ccion OF Derence—Muinivary. 
Proposed vote, £1,302,153. 


r, ANSTEY (Bourke)~ [9.6] The 
Cr mittee has just. agreed to an item. of 


900; but in regard to it there was 

16 » discussion. Apparently, every hon- 

. member was staggered.by the enor- 

size of the amount. Personally, I 

all not disagree to a vote of £2,000, or 
ven £2.000,000, provided it is to be ex- 
d in Melbourne. | One’s attitude in 

to any vote depends on the place 

in which it is to 
purpose of such expenditure. I am not 
to make any further protest against 
xpenditure of enormous sums of 

ney; nothing matters, and nobody ob- 

ts. We are called upon to-night to agree 

,e expenditure of £3,000,000, of which 
£2,000 000 is to be ‘expended for 

ious. purposes of defence. It is useless 

et anicky over other items of expen- 


is a matter of nee as 


In the 


bra 


I readily accord 


be expended, and the 


Sel the oa al tas tins ; 
continue as we i: came 


tion, however, » 


toa war had ended cash giving rie worl La 
hese); that would tanith 


Now we an 


ee for pean Mack gebas. cau oie 
things of that character. The Prime M 
ister (Mr, Hughes) stated this afternoo 
that. no one dared to question the prm 


ciple of a White Australia. Then, again 


what prospective enemy are we making al 
these preparations and spending all thi 
money? Neither in regard to this vote 
nor any other vote, whether it be fo 
£50,000,000 or £100, 000,000, shall Ita 
part in the hypocrisy OEY protesting 
against extravagant expenditure in th 
country. But here is an item that 
Government dares to justify in the li 


-of all its protestations and affirmations 


Here is £2,000,000 for defence; after 
may come as many more millions as yi 
like; let it go! | 


Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) (9. 10] Tt 
is a very curious thing that the Govern 
ment should apparently hope that a 
of this kind for defence purposes will be 
arene ch oe CO Wiieer fe even. 


OF course, ° Paving aioe tov the se 
which the sladibanticn Gt! change thet | 


they ask us to 

£1,302,000 in fein of datente 
which no explanation has been given 
the Government, unless it, was: the s 


pila heatemen’. that then and Pa 
not open for ‘discussion at all. The x 
first item in this division, and, in 
the first words of the first item, a 
hope, an offence to the standard-be 
of res pian in this conn. aye 












I ene and ‘othet 
ersonal equipment ”— 
Not 






“regimental and p 
for. whom, and for what purpose? 









respect of these items to justify the ex- 
‘Tee of the expenditure or to indicate 
what special purposes are to be served by 
the vote. It was at least due to the Com- 
mittee that something in the nature of an 
‘explanation should be given. 
been given. One of -the outstanding fea- 
res. lak that Treaty of repudiation into 



































aments. This vote spells at least 
thing which we can understand, and 
5 ig an increase of armament—an in- 
se of the weapons of destruction, an 


ribed as the money spent upon “ our 


cy of insuranee.” It is a further in- 
Imé€nt of money wasted upon: that 
cy of so-called insurance, upon which 
0 many millions of pounds have been 
dy wasted, and an addition to the 
ie uihek country. I oe only to pro- 
against tie vote. 


al of this ind to go without protest 
challenge. I shall, at any rate, re- 


. LAVELLE (Calare) [9.13]. — 
lso raise my voice in_ protest 
uzainst the expenditure of £1,302,000 
in connexion with Defence. The state- 
ments made by the leaders of the 


still green in my memory. We were told 
that we were engaged in a war to end 
war, to make the world. safe for Demo- 
eracy, and to bring about a reduction of 
armaments. Almost every Australian 
who. volunteered to fight in the great war 


_ services, and his life, if necessary, in order 
that the world niet never again be 


the last six years. Those whom they left 
behind held the same belief, and the men 
who fell on foreign fields were comforted 
in the thought that they were giving their 


disastrous war. We find now, what, in- 
deed, ‘was apparent to some on this side of 


ing a war ns ‘eu war, Gy that he great 
struggle would “merely mean the Db 


one word is vouchsafed by the Minister in mn 
‘hypocrisy, and humbug. In spite of t e 
‘None has. 
*h we entered was the reduction of. 


sase of useless waste, an increase of. 
Sia” Minister in another place de-. 


I have no hope of’ 


cheeks. 


ture which we are now considering serves 


Government during the years of war are 


justify thi dit 
honestly believed that he was offering his ea eee Oat 


: deluged. with blood, as it has been during 


‘expenditure. 
-to war. 


lives in order to prevent a repetition of | 


the ‘House a) that we were not fight 








ing oh, 







statement that the great war wou d 
war for all time was nothing but 


























sacrifices Australia has made, in spi ite 
the load of debt our people he 
shouldered, in spite of our huge pensions 
bill, and in spite of all the pain, sufferi 
and tears which have been part of 
sacrifice of our people, expenditure 0 
armaments and preparations for war 
still to continue. Instead of rel ef 
being afforded us as the result of th 
sacrifices which Australia made durine 
the recent war, a greater burden than 
ever is being piled upon the bial io ght 
shall vote against this item. ee 
Mr. Maxweni.—Does the horiodabes, 
member say that the expenditure - is, un- 
necessary ? 4 
Mr. LAVELLE.—1I do. It was otae, 
hypocrisy and humbug to say that the 
recent war wasa war to end wars. 
Mr, Maxwrtu.—Does the honorable _ 
member say that it is papneamnliis el to. 
defend Australia? | 
Mr. LAVELLE.—It is unnecessary to. 
spend the amount that it is proposed to 
expend upon defence works. Honorable 
members who said that the last war was 
a war to end wars knew that they were 
speaking with their tongues in ‘their _ 
They did not believe what they — 
were saying, tage the proposed expendi- 





only to prove that. 
The CHAIRMAN.—Will the honor 
member be good enough to address the 
Chair ? ees 
Mr. LAVELLE. —Yes, and. I Hose that 
the Chair will see that honorable mem 
bers opposite are not allowed to persist n 
a fire of interjections. EIN 


Mr. Brennan.—Let them get up , and 


Mr. LAVELLE.—Exactly. Wes 
stand condemned before the people of 
country if we supported the Governm 
in a proposal to incur this huge 
‘IT have always been opposer 
I believe that wars cannot do 

They have never dont ‘é 











any good. 


tears and ‘suffering to the people, ‘ 
is ne hatte who suffer moet, pe 











eonfess that I am somewhat disappointed 
at the proposed expenditure upon new 
efence works. Ags one who justified the 


recent. war I was under the impression’ 


whilst the struggle was in progress that 


ee was a war to end wars. 


But it appears 


- to ‘me that Australia, and, indeed, every 
‘other country is now engaged in prepar- 


ing for future wars. 


It is the duty of 


public men in every land to bend their 
best energies to the task of preventing 
wars. and that cannot be done by making 
; Peeper tions for war. 


Mr. Arxinson.—But we shall be in a 


: coe position if we are not ready when 
the other fellow strikes. 


. “bee heard all my life. 


Mr. OHARLTON.—That is the ery 4 
We are told oe 


we must be ready because the other fellow 


ig likely to attack us. 


As a result the 


; ‘minds of public men run only in the direc- 
tion of making preparations for war, 


: irrespective of their cost. 
‘that upon the termination of the recent 


I was hopeful 


struggle when the representatives of the 
various nations met in Conference, and 
drew up the Covenant of the League of 
_ Nations, we should be able to devise some 


: large. extent. 
est endeavour would be made to reduce 


means of preventing war, so that we 
could bring about disarmament to a very 
I anticpated that an earn- 


our military expenditure. I am not one of 


” those who anticipate that we shall be 


plunged in another war in the near future. 
I know that there are some honorable 


members who hold that belief. They are 


‘ constantly telling us that a certain nation 
is a menace to Australia. 
nothing to cause me to apprehend that 


But I see 


‘ the Commonwealth is in danger. 


‘Mr. Hector Lamonp. — Very many 


hae said the same thing about Eng- 
land only a short time before the war 


J with Germany, 


e disputes. 
fact that it would not be to the interests 
br of any nation to interfere with the Pacific 
Islands, seeing that the British Empire 


‘Mr. CHARLTON.—The 


regard. to the settlement of international 
He has also overlooked the 


: and at least one other nation which has 


- not yet entered the League, are vitally 


- interested i in the control of figs islands. 





power to prevent effect, ee given to. . 
them. ie : 


“Mr, CHARLTON (Hunter) [9. eae 


thousands of unemployed, 
_ ditions must be reproduced in Australia 


expended upon new works and building gs 


our revenue is rising by leaps and bounds 


ue honorable : 
member forgets that the League of 
Nations is already doing good work in- 


Th this a 










































bar our ‘davon c expendi 
as ee We are now 


year. a was posanely ae last ie 
to ae that the sum of £78,000 ,000 h 


fees Autioses: I was nae present whe 
the Treasurer delivered his Budget spee 

the other day, and, consequently, I do 
not know the amount which was actually 
expended under that heading. Certainly, 
it must have been a very large one. Still,” 
another huge sum is to be expended this 
year. How long can we continue to travel — 
along this road? We constantly hear 
rumblings from the other side of the. 
world—rumblings which are ominous. 
We know that in Great Britain there ar 
and that a 
very severe winter is expected there. 
Similar conditions obtain throughout they 
rest of Europe, and ere long those con- 








What position shall we then occupy? We a 
cannot continue to pile up expenditu: ce Gy 
for an indefinite period. Last year 


for defence purposes £86,579, and this 
year it is proposed to expend i 302 153. 


Mr. Tupor. —That does nob include 
item for air services which, last year, we 
included in the vote for defence works. 


Mr. CHARLTON Exactly ; there 
an item of £294,200 in connexion with 
air services. That means that this year ts 
we are practically doubling our expendi : 
ture upon new defence works. To-da 


Why? Because we are heaping additiona 
taxation upon the people. There ought 
to be as little expenditure as possible in 
connexion with defence, and Ls bela eV: 





tem should “come to an fend sc Tf we a 
going to continue it, and to provide boot 
for, tee trainees, we ought not to pa 


is Hiiite capable of manufacturing all t ] 
boots that are required in this -connexior 7 
——boots of first class quality. | 


Mr. Topor. —The honorable _ memb 
are ine to double the expenditur 
upon defence works this year. They 


proposing to spend ae twenty t 


{ 


vag «| Rtg alae atari ee tie Wan Pie sone Attn ae : 
Pa ace ay ety ity tat ee tna Ae Ue er ai” Olaf oe a eat BS 





i dae the great caida of additional ex- 
_ penditure to which we shall be committed. 
We talk about the necessity for increased 
_ production. 

; production by expenditure upon defence 
ti works, These works will produce nothing. 
We ought, rather, to do our best through 
- the Prime Minister to bring into actual 
being the League of Nations. 
ue League 1 is merely a skeleton, and we ought 


Pe 20 cs a 


a ae AO eh 


are matters which require serious con- 
, sideration, and I could not, 
fs permit this vote to pass unchallenged. 


‘Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [9.27].—I agree 
Nhe with those honorable members who have 
said that we are entitled to.some explana- 
as tion. from the Treasurer of the proposed 
vote for new defence works. The Min- 
ister for Works and Railways (Mr. 
Groom) has stated that the figures with 

_ which I supplied the honorable member 
for Hunter (Mr. Charlton) are misleading, 
and that I should have had regard to the 

Me fact that the money which we propose to 
Pat expend upon these works this year will 
come out of revenue, whereas the amount 
’ expended last year came out of loan 
_..toneys. Three items alone of these De- 
_ fence Works Estimates, namely—General 
Arsenal, machinery and plant, £248,651; 
‘Cordite Factory, machinery and plant, 

i £10, 773, and an amount to be paid 
Ds, Gh the credit of Trust Fund Small 
Arms Ammunition Accounts for re- 
- eerve of small arms ammunition, 
£287,048, involve an expediture, roughly, 
mt OB. £560, 000. 





Yet upon those three 
items last year we spent only about 
£30,000. The total amount actually ex- 


pended upon new defence works last year 
was £86,579. The proposed expenditure 
this year upon the military side alone is 
set down at £1,302,153, to which must 
be added £294, 200 for air services, a total 
an of £1,596,000, as against an actual expen- 

diture last year of £86,579. 












ey, expended last year, it is proposed to ex- 
_ spend a pound this year. Yet not a 
_ single word of explanation has been vouch- 
- gafed by the Minister representing the 
HE Minister for Defence in this’ House. 
We were told, as hag been pointed out to- 
night, that the last war was a war to end 
war; but we have also heard that we 
ae should be prepared to defend ourselves 


But we shall not increase - 


To-day the 
ta. endeavour to infuse life into it. These 


therefore, . 


this load of taxation in connexion with | 


Tt will 
‘thus be seen that for every shilling we 





ne the other fella Do nonoratle! 
members think that a penny of this’ ex: 
penditure is justified? Are they satis 
fied? Does every honorable member 
know that the money will be wisely spent? 

I do not think 0, at all events, For 
every shilling we spent last year we pro 
pose to spend £1 this year. That is th 
position. I have gone through the 
figures very carefully on the various. 
pages of the Estimates, and I challenge 
the Minister to deny the accuracy of my: 
statements. Are we going to vote the 
whole of this money blindly? We have. 
been told that we are to have anc Me 
vote before us this evening, namely, a 
vote in connexion with the Federal Capi- 

tal site. I am in favour of honouring — 
undertakings, but I am not in favour of | 
this huge expenditure without one word © ‘ 
of explanation from the Minister. When 
we were discussing the Peace Treaty we 
were told there was to be a general dis- | 
armament. (Where is the evidence of it 

in the Estimates? Instead of disanine | | ; 
we are all the time building up. I have ~ 
no objection to some of the small items; 
no objection, for instance, to the pro- * 
posed expenditure of £38,000 for addi- 
tional machinery for the Cloth mc | 
as that could be used for civilian pure 
poses. | 


Mr. Groom.—Does the honorable mem- : Q 
ber say that any scheme for general dis- 

armament has yet been formulated under — i 
the Peace Treaty? ue 


Mr. TUDOR.—The Minister nak me 
if any scheme for general disarmament 
has yet been formulated. In reply I tell 
him that, under the Peace Treaty, Ger-. 
many is placed in a much better position 
than any other country, for the Allies 
have said, in effect, to Germany, “ We 
shall disarm you. We shall free you of 














armaments, but we shall pile up the eX- o 
penditure upon every other nation.” ane x 
hope that we shall get a vote upon ‘das 
item, so as to show that we are in favour 
of a reduction of these Estimates. 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE (North Soils 
ney—Assistant Minister for oe: 
[9.35|.—L am rather surprised at 
speeches made by honorable members: on 
the other side. | 4 


Mr, Warxins.—Naturally. 





ak 








osed expenditure for defence purposes 
i. ishes a very good reason why we 
h id provide adequate defence for this 






Mr, Ansruy.—Against whom? fe 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. — They 





y 


yusy arming and equipping itself for 

rar. One iynurible member—lI think it 
eas the honorable member for Calare 
Mr. ‘Lavelle)—said that those who de- 
Jared that the last war was to be a war 
‘to end all wars, spoke with their tongues 
n their cheeks. { have never heard such 
idiculous statements. 
he honorable member 


Mr. Brennan.—I think that, in their 






















wars. 
itd GRANVILLE RYRIE .—Perhaps 
did. But suppose we did. Have we 
ot found out since then that we were 
rong, and that the last war has not re- 












my opinion, it has not. A great many 
people pin their faith to the League of 
Nations as the instrument to prevent 
future wars. I do not share that belief, 
¢ I think we should give the League of 
Jations a trial. If a tribunal such as 
he League of Nations will prevent war 














soul, for it 1s most desirable that we 
Bald’ do everything in our power to 
prevent, wars ee all its attendant 


| of ations mal prevent, fateh wars, ‘and 
im support of my opinion I may repeat 
an argument which I have used on other 
occasions. — For years we have been pass- 
Ing) Jecislation in the Commonwealth and 
State “Parliaments for the settlement of 
ndustrial disputes. We have laid it down 
hat. parties to a dispute must come be- 
fore certain Tribunals. At. first 
piel ‘believed that, as we 
set up Arbitration Courts, 
eka be no further strikes; but, 
so far from that being the case, 
think © honorable members will agree 
that since the 
ion of this class of legislation strikes in 
tralia have increased by 100 per cent. 
milar result, I think, may be anti- 


ie 


a do with regard hee _ international 




















there 








. League 0 


ts they have used against the pro- being. The ae 


GRAN VILLE RYRIE. Lope: vere: ; 


ay that every nation at the present time — 


the great increases in the cost of certa: 


IT am quite sure 


olly, they really thought it would end 


nent, as against a Citizen, Force. 


moved the possibility of other wars? In 


the: future, I shall support it heart 


_ though now they say that no inform: t1L0 
has. been given them. | 


Yaised now is that this is new expend 


it was ture, whereas it is 


had 
introduc- . 


disputes, for, ee ee bal ie apn 







likened to a huge ‘Arbitration ( ourt, Ane 
just as in industrial affairs we have ex- 

perienced repeated strikes in recent 
years, so, under the League of | 
scheme, we should be Leds api a 














Mudleuhs in ae Teo oue. 

The honorable member for Ha 
(Mr, Charlton) and the ‘Leader of 
Opposition (Mr. Tudor) have referre 


















* 


works. I think they have not. real zed 
that last year there was an enormous « 
penditure of ony in connexion with : 
war. \ : 

Mr, Wa Beate —But you are ‘now 












Force as coma the vanes aha 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIEZ.—I h 
we shall be able to build - up a Defe: 
Force. I am surprised at the hon a 
member’s interjection. ‘A 
Mr. Warxins.—But I mean a Bes 
















Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. —I thin 
the honorable: member has had that m 
explained to him already. The Leader of 
the ‘Opposition said just now . that. Lbso- 
lutely.no information had been. ee to 
honorable members in connexion a) 
this matter. Does he not remember BS { 
the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) quite 
recently made a comprehensive statement 
in this House in regard to defe 
The © Prime. Minister then 3 
























placa on the Estimates for ppv per 
tary), £3,200,000 for defence (naval 
and. £500, 000 for the Air Force. Hon 
able members apparently were quite sa’ 
fied with the statement then mad 



























Sir Josern Cook. —And- the ee 
expenditure tr ns 
ferred from loan to revenue. eae 

Mr. Tupor.—But last year we spe 
only £86,000 out of loan and this ye 
is proposed to. spend £15,590, Mana ow 
revenue. 

Sir Joszrn Coox. Jp services wel 
ppc aa to toan last. re. 


was enormous tae es ee ss 
and it included matters which are 
broug ts over tece revenue. | 





SS vie to have machine with 
1 to equip our soldiers 2 
_ BRENNAN. —For ee a yes; 


guns. 


aa i dceesa?y % have silce soldiers 
1a hine guns. 


Brenwan.—Hear, hear! ! 


yanese, or ae aha nation, 80 
it was not the British Nation. 
Th honorable member does not want any 
defence of Australia. He is quite pre- 
to allow some foreign power to 
. -But I say this to the honor- 
ember: After the great sacrifices 
ustralia has made, after the sacri- 
60,000 of our bravest, men 
2 BRENNAN. —Mr.*Chairman, I re- 
es the statement made ‘by, the 
He said that I 
d he sist as well, pleased if this 
y were under German or any other 


you 


t ir GRANVILLE RYRIR. —Soa 


ira os both evista state- 
nent made before I rose, and the state- 
ib made since I have risen to address 


- GRANVILLE RYRIE. —_I “*with- 
the  beenaccasen ‘but I Rend like to 


; Pp iaanias —You are bat on the 
| attlefield now. that bluff will not. work 
with me. — 

» Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. —The hon- 
— orable member tried to work his bluff 
ae ie me in connexion with the Father 
! Jerger case, but it did not come off. 
The CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. M. 
- Chanter) If honorable members will 
cease ‘jnterjections, these » personal ex- 
‘changes will not be made. ~ 
: Sir GRANYV ILLE RYRIE.—All a 
t to say is that aes tenet sacri- 


- at our disposal. 


at ia eee orn Hence . 

Sir GRANVILE RYRIB. oe am a Sie 
to have the approval of the bs eo 
member. TI believe he meant, At: 

Mr.. ANSTEY. aye were’ told oi 


‘Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. ae : 


will not. have been made in vain 


place ourselves in a position to keep our 
country for ourselves. The hono 
member will admit that the part. pl 

by the Australian soldiers during th 
great war materially assisted in the su 
cess of the Allies, and rendered our pos 
tion secure, ) 

Mr. Brennan.—It was tue too. | 
for their bosses, too. 

Sir. GRANVILLE RYRIE 2, ‘know 
that nothing I may say will satisfy the 
honorable member, but I do not care. 
He can say what he likes, because hin take : 
no notice of what he says at all. 

Mr. Anstzy.—Stick a bayonet bay 
him ! ; 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. With | re 
gard to the expenditure for this year, if 
honorable members have regard to the 
reduced purchasing power of a sovereign a 
which is only one-half of that of pre-war 


-years, they will realize that our expendi. 


ture this year will really be no more than 
in 1914. There i is, for instance, the item 
in connexion with the Cordite Factory. 
If we are to have a Defence Force we 
must have ammunition, and, therefc 
we must have cordite for its manufacture 
And then there is the Arsenal. | 

not to be a one-building affair. 


which is essential in any defence ee 
for it is of no use training men unless 
have the wherewithal and equipment 
them to fight with; and it costs a lot o: 
money now to make ammunition, 
present we cannot manufacture our 

big gun ammunition, and we must hay 
these weapons for the adequate defen 
of this country. I contend that the 
penditure for this year has been cut. dow: 
to the absolute minimum. As am 

of fact, it is not enough, but we 

cut our cloth according to our: measure 
A great deal of the amount set aside 
for military defence is for the provis mn 
of war material. Then there is 
“raining of our men, 

vision is not made for this financia 

but it is all we can do with the x 

‘The Leader of 


2 | Ene ae ones honorable tiem 








hener scheme for the compulsory train- 
g of the youth of Australia. Very well, 
if the system is good, if it is necessary to 
train the youth of Australia, we must 
also provide the wherewithal to fight. 


us Mr. Warkins.—But you are trying to 
replace ‘that system with a ponent 
Force. _ 

| Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—\Does the 
ae morable member know that at present 
there are only 2,200 members of the Per- 
manent Forces in Australia? 
that we are supplanting the militia? 
Does the honorable member suggest that 
n this great continent 2,200 men are too 
many to man the various forts and carry 
n necessary ‘instructional work ? 

Mr, Ansrny.—Did I understand the 
Assistant Minister to say that there were 
9,200 privates? 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. — The 
number I have mentioned includes 
ee non- peas at inti and 
























one nies ania are criticising 
the Paton ce vote in a mn aaa manner ; 














4 (oe to voice my protest against this 
huge: expenditure for defence purposes, 
‘particularly in view of the state of our 
. finances and the military conditions of 
_ the world generally. Notwithstanding 
the statement of the Assistant Minister 
: for Defence (Sir Granville Ryrie) that 
“ other nations of the world are amassing 
ww equipment, I consider the amount 
é are being asked to pass is much too 
heavy for a young country such as Aus- 
tralia. I do not like repeating a phrase 
Bik has been used very frequently this 
evening, but I must reiterate that during 
Bias whole war period we were told, not 
only in this House, but from every 
ee platform, that the recent war was 
to end all wars, and to crush militarism 
7 A vere told that Prussianism had to be 

















6 interests of Democrney and Je peice 


fa 4 






ie al eae ‘of the fact that ae Ee ahs NY 
the system laid down in the Kit- 


pee Ge at 
‘Who says 












up a great ae Hake ‘The ns = 
tary system which we were supposed to 
have been ee is now He a eat d 













carry an ieee Gnis Aad ene } 
possible burden. We were told tha 
the military machine had to be de 
any cost, but at “seer 












































conflict iat bcine and a very. Prus- 
sianism that we were fighting. T 
nations that we have beaten have been 
compulsorily freed from the curse 
militarism, and we are now being asked 
to shoulder the burden they once Hie 
Mr. Hector Lamonp. That? 
have beaten? The honorable mem @ 
has a fehides’ > | 
Mr. Brennan.—The Lohorsnle a 
ber for Mlawarra fought them as 
Labour “rat” from the Treasury 
benches; and thousands of. miles behind 
the les. a 
Mr. Hxrcror Lamonp, — Le wo ld 
rather be a Labour “rat” fighting for — 
my country than I would be the honor- 
able member. The statement is a lie, 
and the honorable Oe knows it 0 
be a lie. ae: 
ae 


TEMPORARY CHATRMA 


one, to cease inter jecting. 

Mr. WISE. io rise to order. 1 ask ¢ 
member for Batman (Mr. Bieta | 
the ‘honorable member for Tian 
(Mr. Lamond) was a Labour * . nat 
withdrawn. 


The TEMPORARY OMATRMAN. 


TI ask the honorable member for Bat na 


to withdraw the statement. 
Mr. Brennan.—In- deference to | 
Chair, I withdraw it. fl 


Mr. LAZZARINT. —We were told ; 
the aim of the Allied nations fig 
ing in the recent war was to 
the accursed militarism which we 
now perpetuating. The Assistant 
ter for Defence disclosed the truce 


A eh iy 







tion when he said that the ee 
i ae ores was sine Anand heavy 











; ae to Be saat Bee his sate 
ment is that the expenditure would have 
been heavier had more money been avail- 
- able. It is evidently the intention of the 
Government to spend even more in ex- 
tending the system and in compelling the 
"a people to live under the iron heel of mili- 
). tary rule. 
 $ir JosepH Coox.—lIs the honorable 
member in favour of any military expen- 
he diture at all? 








cause there is hardly any need for it. 
abs the victorious nations had used victory 


have been any need for unnecessary ex- 
penditure such as this. The nations that 
- we were opposed to in the recent conflict 
ie —Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Tur- 
key—are “down and out,” and the Allied 
eS Powers have been victorious, If the 
victors had played the game militarism 
would not be receiving the attention of 
the: world Powers at the present time. 
_ The principal nations of any ‘strength at 
present are America, Great Britain, 
 #rance, deg and Japan, which’ is our 
ms Ally. | o are we preparing to fight? 
‘df it is eos let us say so. 
Mr. Hector Lamonp. — What of 
Russia? | 
v Mr. LAZZARINI.—If we are prepar- 
ing to fight Russia I am glad to have the 
admission. If the Russian people are 
prepared to eat one another, that is no 
concern of ours. 
Ley Mr. ‘Hxctor  Lamonp. —Is 
brotherhood of man? 
? Mr. LAZZARINI.—When I desire an 
expression of opinion on the brotherhood 
_ of man I shall not appeal to the honor- 
able member for Illawarra. At the ter- 
























ae was anxious to disarm, and if the other 
nations had adopted a similar attitude, 
_ disarmament would have been general, 
and military and naval expenditure all 
4 He the world would have been reduced 
3 But it cannot ss said 





os sequence must be another clash of arms. 
We are being asked to pass a vote of 
: h ‘€i 1302, 000 for detence works for this 


becoming so great that the inevitable. 


* “Mr, LAZZARINI. — Very little, be 


to destroy militarism there would not. 


this the honorable 


i mination of the recent conflict America 


say, by interjection, that no scheme of 


-, Allied Powers compelled the defeated na- . 


- still squabbling. 


: pu Tease —Plus £294, 000 fora yi 
services. ; : 


Mr. LAZZARINI. — Yes, that is # 
additional amount. Great Britain is in 
creasing her military expenditure, and we 
must therefore expect our outlay in thi 
direction to increase if we are to keep 
pace with other nations. The burden is 













crash must come, and by deliberately vot- 
ing for the expenditure of this amount 
we shall be assisting in perpetuating a 
system which must eventually lead to 
other wars. It has been said that the at- — 
titude adopted by other nations must con- 
trol the situation in Australia, but it 
must be remembered that we are part of 
the British Empire, and our expenditure 
should be coupled to some extent with 
that of Great Britain. We were in- 

formed during the recent war that Ger- 
man militarism had to be destroyed be- 

cause of the atrocities perpetrated. One 
hundred years ago France had to be 

crushed to secure international peace, and 
it was because of the position in which ~ 
France was then placed that Germany be- 
came such a formidable military Power. 

The result, of the great war appears to be 

that, although we have defeated two or 
three nations, the other Powers are still — 
arming, and an Ally of to- day Ay be an 

enemy to-morrow. ‘ 


Mr. Porntron.—Did I understand ie 
honorable member to say “we have de- — 
feated 7’ 2 Le 


Mr. LAZZARINI—I suppose the — 
gentleman would like me ° 
to give the credit to the Win-the- War | 
Government. Such cheap and paltry in- 
terjections have no effect upon me, and — 
they are such as one would expect from i 
one with a small mind and weak intel: 
lect. I understood the Assistant Minis-_ 

ter for Defence (Sir Granville Ryrie) to 






















disarmament had been formulated. If © 
such is the case, who is to blame? . The — 


tions to disarm, but is there any reason — 
why they should not have formulated a 
scheme to compel the victors to dicatn 
Surely they were powerful enough to do 
that ? us | i 


Sir JosepH Coox.—aAll of Burope is 


fr. LAZZARINI—I know that, I 


speaking of the nations who were 
yosed to us. Their military power 
now non-existent. This talk about the 
safety of Australia necessitating heavy 
Defence expenditure is all moonshine, We 
are told that it is necessary to pile up. De- 
fence expenditure because of the possi- 
bility of war; but the only nation with 
vhich we could possibly go to war is one 
of those with whom we have been fighting 
side by side. The military power of the 
er nations has disappeared. 

Sir Joszpu Coox.—No such thing. 

Mr. LAZZARINI.—Tell me of one 

other nation. 

Sir JosEPH Cook. ++ Goratany, for in- 

nce. 

Mr. LAZZARINI. The right honor- 

le gentleman admits that ey is 

ll strong? © 

Sir Jossera Coox. —I admit that she 
1a : still some force, | 

Mr. LAZZARINI. She has compara- 
ively no force, and the Allies could im- 
ose upon her practically any conditions 
ney pleased in regard to disarmament. 

Sir JOSEPH Coox. Does the honorable 

ember read his papers? 

Mr. LAZZARINI.—I do not go to the 
apers for all my information. I exer- 
ise a little common sense. Does the hon- 
rable member go to the newspapers for 

formation as te his Budget statement? 

again enter my strong protest—— | 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—Against the de- 

nee of Australia. 

Mr. LAZZARINI. Heaven help Aus- 
ralia if it has to depend upon men like 
she honorable member for the formula- 
on. of its Defence policy or for its gene- 
al government. 

“Sir Josern Cook. —Does not the hon- 
wable member think we might have a 
vote on this question? 

Mr. LAZZARINI.—I have practically. 

cluded my speech; but there are others 
who wish to address themselves to the 
question. As long as I am a member of 
his House I shall strongly protest and 
ote solidly against the heaping up. of 
| armaments, and the growth of mihtary | 
power in this country. Such things are 
detrimental to the national ‘progress. 
Every nation is to some extent to blame 
for the danger of war, because of the way 
vhich they go on increasing their 


a ice th the one 5 ionilg with the other 


jates to reserve stores. 
ing’ provision is made for the expe 


aNaiye me chen Shae of the ir 
vote for the Department ~of | Def 7 
‘Under tha 


of “something like £625,000. I ha 
informed that there are but few s 
able rifles in Australia, and it, ther 
seems to me that ee proposed er: 


every man who ropnread to “Australia 0 
‘rifle would be returned. gee 


Mr. JACKSON.— should like bs ek } 
whether that has been done. If_it be 
true that there are not more than. 2m 000 
or 3,000 effective rifies in Australia 

Sir JoserpH Coox.—Nonsense! 
has made such a statement? | 


Mr. JACKSON .—I tudompend’ tha 
rifle has not been returned for every A 
tralian soldier who came back from the 
Front, and that thousands of rifles t 
have been returned are not effecti 
That is a most alarming and mischie 
statement to make if untrue; but if it 
correct. the Department should | at ot 
take action to secure an ample supply. 
regret very much that, so far as I can s 
no provision is made on these Estimat 
for expenditure in respect of Rifle Clu 

Sir J OSEPH Cook.—There is a sum 
£50, 000 on the Estimates for them. 


Mr. JACKSON.—I am glad that 
have made a mistake in that regan | 
should like to have from the Minister | 
assurance that the Rifle Clubs are | 
adequately provided for. ee 

Mr. Hector Lamonp. —They are my 
being adequately provided for, pub. 
Government are giving them as much 
they can.. 


Mr. JACKSON. tite. | Ne " 
con the Assistant Minister for Defe 
(Sir Granville Ryrie) a statement wi 
regard- to the position of rifle clul 
The clubs have done-excellent work 
training our men to shoot, and we shoul 
see that their work is continued. — 

As I pointed out in my opening 
marks, one-half of this proposed expend 
ture is in respect of reserve stores. ‘he: 
is an item of £266,000 for see th 
also an item of £7 0,000 for rese : 
for the Small Arms Factory an 
cee and an item” ae oe 










a diture is necessary, but we have to’ 
i nsider, not what we should like in this 
r] but what we ought to do in view 
f the facts, and all the facts point to 
the inevitable conclusion that we must 
be p te for the adequate defencé of 
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ial ike Ps at be reduced by £1. 
d | PaRKER Motoney.—Move that 






“RILEY. nee et doe to test 
feeling of the Committee in regard 
to the compulsory training of boys, and 
it is sufficient for my purpose to move 
Wa ee be reduced By an I do 





e ence e Reh iia Fae IT am con- 
d that, if the United ae of 























is eat Cea not Sys been 
ary. In what respect shall we im- 
‘the defence of Australia by™train- 
ur boys? We have, at the present 
something like 300,000 returned 
en—all highly-trained soldiers—and 
ey are our best asset. 
ir GRANVILLE Ryriz.— How ORY of 
fit ? : 
‘Mir. RILEY. —I cannot say, iat even 
if only one-half of them were fit they 
would represent a very considerable Force. 


soldiers tell me that they poy He raw 


the ranks quite ‘‘ green,’’ so to speak, 
‘be more readily made a_highly- 
; le soldier than a youth who has been 
half trained. - 
-. Mr. Butt.—tI should like to ae who 
a ae responsible for that statement. 
“Mr. RILEY. — The statement has 
“been made to me by men. whe have been 
“at the game.’’ I do not know whether 
the honorable member was ever a drill 
ae instructor. 





Mr. 
e te to the effective defence of Aus- 





Ba ort pital is am as rnin all this 


: Nations is to be a success we do not need 


fear that a lot of money is being wasted oe 


Men who have been engaged in training training of these boys, 


Viiey assure me that a man who ee 


RILEY Ea dihat heart shall | 


A cesta is an island dontinenty we. att 





Sir GRANVILLE Ryere.—Do ‘not our 
boys grow up? ss "y 

Mr. RILEY.—Put when thes ae 
hope that, as the outcome of the Leag 
of Nations, their military services 
not be required. When the Treas 
(Sir Joseph Cook) returned from 
Peace Conference he told us that, wi 
the thorough establishment of the Leag 
of Nations, the need for large expend: 
ture ,on defence would have disappeared, 
since the League would defend small 
nations. Surely if the League 




































to make permanent soldiers of the men ~ 
of this country. 

Mr. Larry Surra.—Would the honor | 
able member be in favour of a system of f 
physical training for our boys? Pi A 

Mr. RILEY.—Yes. The boys of New ae 
South Wales already undergo physical, ale 
training in the public schools. ‘There eos 
are also various school sports which ma- 
terially assist in their development. J 





















at’ the present time on the compulsory 
training of boys, merely, it seems to me, — 
to find work for some of the men who | 
have returned from the Front. I do. not 
object to find jobs for the men who came — 
baek from the Front so long as ay are fH 
usefully employed. =. 
Sir Granvirte Ryrre—The ange e 
part of the training given to the cadets: Y 
now is physical training. tit 
Mr. RILEY —Is that going to “eae 
‘the  ecountry ? Jf the Government 
suspended for three or four years the 
we might save 
some hundreds of thousands of pounds. — 
Sir Granvitte Ryrrm.—lIf we did that, 
we should have no one to replace the men : 
as they became too old for service. 
Mr. RILEY.—If the League of Na 
tions is going. to be the factor in pre 
serving the peace of the world that w 
were led to believe it would be, there ean 
be no need for training these boys. ae 
Sir Granvitte Ryrim.—But suppose 
it is not going to be such a factor? 
Mr. RILEY.— If it is not, then we aut 
only be where we were when the great war 
broke out, yo) 
Sir Granvitte Ryrm.—No; we had 
lot of trained men view 
























over 300, 000 men into the field at once. 














them into the field ‘at once. 


oat. RILEY.—If there were an inva- 
sion of this country, our people would not 
have to be compelled to fight the invader. 
ne lesson which we have learned from 
he war is that the manhood of Australia 


















when the time for its defence arrives, we 
shall not have to look far for ishaataete 


military supplies. fa 
‘Sir GRANVILLE Ryrre.—Then that does 


ee tion to the expenditure proposed. 
Mr. RILEY.—I object to the’ con- 
tinuous training of boys, because I 
think it is useless. 
Mr. Groom.—To which item does the 
1onorable member object? 
Mr. RILEY.—I am generally against 
he Defence expenditure proposed. I con- 
sider that it ig only a fair thing to ask 
‘that the Defence Department shall 
‘suspend for a number of years the train- 
‘ing of young men. At the present time, 
we have a large army of trained men who 
are now in civil life, and if this country 
were invaded, those men would flock to 
the Standard. I submit my amendment 
with a view of testing the opinion of the 
Committee on the Defence expenditure 
peed by the Government. 


ny Mr. PARKER MOLONEY (Hume) 
Be To. 14]—I agree with all that has been 
- said by the holon hisunouiben toria@aniy 
_. Sydney (Mr. Riley); but I should prefer 
to see the vote reduced by £1,000,000 
rather than by £1; although I know the 
Government must accept the amendment 
as a direct challenge. 
Mr. 
altogether? - 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. —I do not 
know that I would not be in favour of 
wiping it out altogether. 
Sir Granvirtz Ryrm—We expected 
that from the honorable member. - 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. 7 bhe 
good General is not going to bluff me. He 
has had four or five years of that kind 
of thing; but he i is not going to be allowed 
(oO perpetuate it in this country. It 1s 
my firm belief that the Government are 
proposing this Defence expenditure at the 
instigation. of those military heads who 
do not want to lose their jobs. 






























Yet 





Gir Gayiee Reahe ee did not tpt ae : : 
“ ae ae rat. ee it to) oie a an 


is. prepared to defend this country; and 
I do not object to providing arms and ~ 


away with the honorable member’s objec- 


-but the Assistant Minister for Def. 


Groom.—Why not Wipe it out 


left unprotected, and as a consequ 


‘told that the Great War was “goi 
end war. 


They have — 






Mr. Corsrr.—A good time? Th 
orable member had a good time. } 


Mr, PARKER MOLONEY.—I a : 








Ing that time, either. : 
ir GRANVILLE Ryrre. aia rab 
member took good care that he cae los 
any weight. ao 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. a) dea 
think that the General lost very m 
weight either. Tt was not eee. u : 





























ee who cee all the work in the - I 
The men who went into the trenches and 
yoda and died ae re ony ae hid 


war. Ai do not recognise ioe whee went 


the Front in fat billets and lived | 0. 
sacrifices of others. 


fices made by, the 60, 000 men the 
their lives in the war. We have he 
the honorable member for Illawai 
(Mr: Hector Lamond) prating this ev 
ing, but it was a very cheap kin if 
prating that he has given us. 
had enough of it for the last four 
five years in this country. We. have 
been told what we should do when ° 
have spoken of the spendid sacrifices ¢ 
our men. I do not wish to refer to. 
this matter in any personal way at a 


(Sir Granville Ryrie) has told us thai 
must not let it go forth that our 
died in vain. n 
vain, why should we be asked to ‘spe d 
this year another £1,500,000 on De 
fence? I say that our men will he 
died in vain if we are going to h 
Defence expenditure in the way prop 

Sir GRANVILLE Ryrie.—If Austral 


we ‘lose this Cor our men will have 
died in vain. ia : 


Sir JosepH Cook. —This sounds * 
hag) coming hontn the eae men 





hear ‘the: ‘Treasurer (Sir Joseph fone 
afterwards. He is ready to come along 
with his pruning knife when ‘proposals 
are made to provide postal facilities for 
people in the back country. Although 


he promised that he would not cut down 


the expenditure necessary for that pur- 
pose, he has done so, and we shall have 
"more to say on that subject later on. But 
a when there is a proposal to find jobs for 
ee people who have waxed fat upon militar- 
ism during the last four or five years, 

_ the right honorable gentleman apparently 
can see no reason for cutting down the 
expenditure proposed. The Defence ex- 
penditure i is merely a sop to those people 

_ to continue them in their billets. I say, 
as one who has been against war all my 
life, that I am not prepared to take this 
kind of thing sitting down. We have 
only to look at some of the items of the 

_ _Kstimates to note the increases which are 
proposed. The item. for the ‘‘ Reserve 
of rifles,” referred to by the honorable 
LG ‘member. for Bass (Mr. Jackson), shows a 
vote of £266,000 for this year as against 
£32,352 for. last year. £262,000 is set 
ae towards heavy guns, and reserve of gun 
-. ammunition,’’? whilst no amount was 
voted on this account last year. The 
vote for Barracks is £4,248 this year as 
against only £288 last year. I could 
quote these increases almost without end. 
It is quite apparent that the war was 
not going to end war in spite of what 
honorable members have said. We were 
told by the Prime Minister of the excel- 
lent work which he did at the Peace 
Conference in connexion with the estab- 
lishment of the League of Nations. We 
were told also that we were to have 
£20, 000,000 of the German indemnity. 
What has become of that indemnity? 
It has vanished into thin air. We 
hear nothing now of~ the splendid 
twork done by the Prime Minister in 
this regard at the Peace Conference. 
It is useless to tell a mother who has lost 
- sons at the war, and has other sons grow- 
ing up, that her elder sons have not died 
in vain when she is faced with the fact 
that the very same conditions will await 
her younger sons when they grow up. 
_. Those who sent their sons to the war 
were told that they would never again be 
faced with the same conditions; but, as a 
~ matter of fact, here we are, perpetuating 
a ie system of Ree lenra rae and 
















with us. 


oo0ot 





heaping up defence expenditure. “What 
a beautiful prospect is ahead of the 
parents of this country? The Minister 
tells us that we must continue compul- ee 
sory training because of other wars that — 
are looming ahead. The honorable ‘i 
gentleman boasts that the Australian 
soldier during the recent war played his — 
part equally with the soldier from any 
other part of the world; but as the great a 
bulk of the Meo aian soldiers over — 
twenty-five years of age could not have ‘ 
received any compulsory military train- — 
ing—the system had not been long enough — : 
in force to embrace them in its scope— 
they were mostly men whose only military _ 
training was that which they gained when _ 
they went into camp. The me ne 
claims that one volunteer is worth s 
many conscripts: in other words, — i. se 
means that the Australians who had re- — 
ceived less compulsory training than was _ 
undergone by soldiers of other countries, — 
played their part equally with those other _ 
soldiers. The experience of our own © 
soldiers is a complete answer to the state- _ 
ment that compulsory military training is 
necessary. I'he Australian soldier is — 
equal to a soldier of any country in the — 
world, yet has had less on mili- : 
tary training. 

Mr. Hector’ Lamonp.—Has ee me 
honorable member “ratted” on the prin- _ 
ciple he enunciated years ago in regard | to 
compulsory training? 
‘ Mr. Parxer Moroney.—I woul: nes ie 

rat’? on any principle. The honorable a 
member is an authority on “ratting.” 9. 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—I maintain that 
the honorable member has changed | ‘his 
principles entirely, 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—1I. hier 
not “ratted’”” on my principles like the 
ee member. 

Groom.—Did not the honeea ie 
et favour compulsory roe Be on 
one time ? 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I do. a) 
know that I was ever very strongly m_ 
favour of it. I have always been opposed — 
to war. But it is useless for the Minister 
to attempt to saddle me or even the 
Labour party with something for which 
the present Prime Minister (Mr. a 
was responsible when he was associat 
The Assistant Minister for 
Defence has not told us that there is ay a 
great menace aahauae nit Australia. ay 
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Sir Granvitite Ryriz.—tThere is always 
a menace to every country unprepared. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Then, 
apparently, the Minister does not agree 
with the statement made at Bendigo a 
few weeks ago by the Prime Minister, that 
Australia’s menace to-day is the Bolshevik 
movement in Russia. He told us that it 


was Bolshevism that was threatening the _ 


liberties of the people of Australia, and. 
he said that the people ought to arm to 
the teeth because of this menace. No 
school child could pay regard. to such 
drivel, and there is hardly a »reputable 
newspaper in the country that has not 
commented adversely on that speech. But 
the fact that the right honorable gentle- 
man mingles Bolshevism with every other 
“ism” as he has been doing for the last 
five years, is not sufficient justification for 
all this expenditure. The Assistant Min- 
ister for Defence does not resort to the 
trash we got from the Prime Minister at 
‘Bendigo, but at the same time he has 
not given us any reason for departing 
from our pledged word given to the man- 
hood of this country in order to get them 
to take up their responsibilities in regard 
to the war; that if they went away to 
fight, it would be the last war, and that 
it was to bé a war to end war. 
Sir Granvittn Ryriz.—Who said that? 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. — ‘The 
Prime Minister and every one who stood 
by him. Every man who came back to 
this House at the last election was 
pledged to a greater degree of economy 
than: had been exercised by this Parlia- 
ment during the preceding four or five 
years. 


Mr. Rozerr Coox.—Not economy in 
regard: to the defence of Australia. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—1I take 
it that honorable members came here 
pledged to economize on every item of 
Oa ae which was not justified, and 
we have heard nothing from the Minister 
to-night to justify our voting for an in- 
creased expenditure of £1,500,000 on de- 
fence, particularly when we are told that 
the war just concluded was to be the last 
war. Honorable members opposite, speak- 
ing of the Labour Party, say, ‘‘ You 
were all pledged to compulsory ‘training ; 
it was your policy.’’ We have not waited 
until this late hour of the day to get 
that information. When we were in 
power compulsory training was part of 
our programme. 





Mr. Groom.—But just now the hawore! 
able member said that it was merely the — 
policy of the Prime Minister. ee 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I sup- 
pose the Prime Minister claimed to speak — 
for our party then as he speaks for the 


honorable member’s party to-day; but the ot 
simple form of training when we were 


in power was very different from the — 
drastic form of militarism proposed to- 
day. My attitude has not changed on 
the question of war generally. I have™ 
always been opposed to war: 


Mr. Groom.—I. suppose that is why ~ ; 


the honorable member signed the plat — 
form which included compulsory train- 
ing. | 

Mr. 


interjection, but the experience gained 


during the last. war as to the manner in © 


which our soldiers acquitted themselves 


has shattered the beliefs of even the most — oY 
ardent supporter of compulsory train- =~ 


ing. ‘L was never enamoured of war in 
any shape or form, and any belief I had 


in compulsory training was shattered by : oS 
pur experience in the late conflict, LT © 


agree that our men were equal to any © 


others.at the Front; yet they had had the a 
compulsory 


least amount of pre-war 
training; and the fact that our soldiers 
so proved themselves is the best argument 
why we should put an end to on 
training. 

Mr. McWrrtiams.—A great many one 
our men had been through compulsory 
training. 
/ Mr. 
very great many. 


cent. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I shoul 


say there was not anything like at 
percentage, because all our enlisted men le 
over, twenty-five years of age would not = 4 
have come within the compulsory train- 


ing provisions. There must have been 
much more than 40 per cent. of them over 
that age. 

Mr. Jacxson.—lI said dat 40. per cont. 
of our soldiers were trainees. 


Mr. PARKER 


in this Way, without any justification) 


PARKER MOLONEY.—The 
Minister for Works and Railways may 
make all the points he can out of thap 








PARKER MOLONEY.— Not a 





Mr. Jacxson,—I should say 40 por ul c 


MOLONEY.—How 4 
ever that may be, I regret that it is now y 
proposed to expend a fiillion and a half 















ll honour to Ahaae: Mohanta he 
ced their sons, and they deserve 
mething better than the future. now 
yosed for them and their families. In- 










orward to a rosy time, they are 
ced to live under the old conditions ; 
d their little ones, as they come along, 

are to. be trained to be killed later on. 
Tf that is to be their future, the great 
7a: r was: fought in vain. “What has be- 
com e of all the grand promises that were 
made? 
menacing or threatening us to-day? The 
great nations of the earth who were 
our enemies are all “down and out.” 
What Eiphoe pare. they of an early 
_mecovery, be a menace to this 
‘cou ntry ? ae I his said before, I 
firmly” believe there is a number of 



















Pie Pith. and nee Hecht keep 
their present positions. I do not say that 
that is. the motive of the Assistant Minis- 
ter for ‘Defence (Sir Granville Ryrie); 
- Ibut there is no doubt a move has been 
made by the militarists in the Depart- 
ment to keep their rosy billets. The 
‘Treasurer, in the course of his Budget 
« speech, said— : 

* In considering the large expenditure which 
_ the people of Australia are being asked to 
bear as the result of the war, it should be 
_ borne in mind that Australia’s burden is 
much heavier than that of some of the other 
Dominions owing, principally, to the great 
difference in the distances over which troops 








aon. to ie transported to the various battle- 


‘fronts. — Further, certain published figures 

_ show that the casualties among Australian 
‘soldiers, as compared with enlistments, were 
higher than among those o any other portion 
of the Empire. 
When - we on this side said the same kind 
of thing we were told we were disloyal- 
ists. _ When we said that ena had 
done her part—— 


“Mr. Groom.—You desired Australia to 
| do less—to slacken off, 


M. PARKER ,MOLONEY.—That is 
not so. Some of us said that Australia, 
as compared with the other Dominions, 
had done more than her share; and for 
_ that we were told we were disloyal, and 
had many eee pian Cie ry terms ap- 










f our returned men being able to 


Where is the nation that is 


oth in the: Defence Department who 


said was true. 


ample, to provide extra — facilives: fo 


Trenton’ on that point;  haenuaeee 
‘Treasurer now agrees that we were 
Mr. Roperrs.—Different times, 
ferent circumstances. Hs, 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. —1 
new Minister is coming on—he is abl 
put the Ministerial interpretation on 
things. As I have already said, we 
this side were called disloyal when 
contended that Australia had done more 
than her part as compared with other 
parts of the Empire. | 
Mr. Groom.—Why did you say ie at 
that time? ee 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. meee i 
we had’ certain facts and figures before 
us. We said it when the war was on; ~ 
and now that the war is over, the Trea- 
surer practically admits that what wethen 
If, as I believe, Australia 
played an unequalled part in the war, it 
is poor satisfaction to the people of this 
country to know that, mstead of this f 
money being spent for ‘the benefit of re- 
turned soldiers, maimed in the war which — 
was to end war, it is to be devoted to 
training our youth for future wars. Why 
otherwise is this expenditure proposed? 
Mr. Frenron.—The expenditure is not 
only about a million and a half, but oo 
three millions for the year. 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY thes is : 
so. If we are going to.incur that expen-_ 
diture, there are many other avenues 
where’ the money could be used; for ex- 

































people livirts in the. back country, — but 
where, instead, the pruning knife has 
been used. Tf the money were used in 
that direction, and for the benefit of re 
turned men, there would be some justifi- 
cation for the expenditure. I regret tha 
the honorable member for South Sydne 
(Mr. Riley) did not move to ene 
vote by £1,000,000. ‘ 

Mr. Riney. ak reduction by £4 is a 
effective as a reduction by £1,000,000 
if the Government is defeated on the 
motion. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY thes me 
tion does not go far enough for my lik 
ing, but if the honorable member says 
that it will be just as oe as’ anoth Tr, 
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nd f ‘the Goresunon} paenone bp take it to have a Def CO Force ene we 
ae direction, I shall have much pioaehte Ue good. Sia, undertake 0 sa 






seconding it. 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE (N orth Syd- 
a [10.41].—The honorable 


in 


ister had told the Committee nothing 
about the danger that menaced Aus- 
tralia. Honorable members: on both 
sides | will recognise that it is not wise to 
Bo into explanations as to what . the 
menace to Australia is, but there is one 
ae upon which the honorable member 
is, I suppose, very strong, and rightly 
80, and that is the White’ Australia 
policy. It might perhaps enter his mind 
that there could be a danger of some 
one interfering with it. Tt is not my 
. intention to go further into an explana- 
tion as to any menace to Australia. 
‘Mr. Parker Moroney.—Would not 










n that direction? 





anything else. We do not know what is 
before us, and it is as well, in my 
Opinion, that we in Australia should be 
prepared. The honorable member also 
“made a very strong point of the fact that 
_ there’ were a number of military men— 
I presume he referred to the officers on 
the permanent staff of the Military 
Forces of Australia—who have too long 
ee soft billets. I do not think the 
honorable member can know anything 
about the work which the officers on the 
| permanent staff have to do, nor do I 
think he knows anything as to their use- 
fulness, if we are to have a, Defence Force 
or an Army at all: Nor does the honor- 
able member know what tlie value of 
these men would be, should we have to 
fight in Australia for our very existence. 
‘ _ Mr. Parker Motonny.—That is a very 
different, thing—if we were fighting. 











_ cannot train these officers in five minutes, 
or in a year, or in two years, or even ten 
years. ‘They have grown up in the De- 
ah’ nce Department. 

Mr. Warxins.—The trouble - 






is that 








3 very few of the permanent men in 





_ the wa 





an did not ye 


member — 
_for Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney), just be- 
- fore resuming his seat, said that the Min- 


ee alliance we have obviate any danger 


| os GRANVILLE RYRIE.—We can- 
not altogether depend on alliances oor 


Sir. GRANVILLE RYRIE.—But we 


og you train them, they won’t go to 
_ GRANVILLE. RYRIE. —There | 


_ Australia who had the chance of going to 


It is of no i. a dee tepinine Bist of 










































every — returned | soldier in the 
realizes the absolute importance of ¢ 
trained Staff, and that is what these me: 
at the Victoria Barracks are. Certain! 
we are in peace time, and some hono 
able members say that those men are living 
in soft billets, but forget that they ha e 
had a life’s-time training for the wor 
and. a life-time of drudgery, and have’ hi 
hard examinations to pass. 
Mr. Warxins.—And all it taught the ) 
was to stay at home. 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. or he n 
think the honorable membéer is quite fa 
‘There is not a permanent officer in t 
Department of military age that did no 
endeavour to go to the war. If he did no 
£0, it was not his fault. A trained Ste 
is an absolute necessity In any count 
which professes to have a Military Fore 
T might point to instances in the cam-— 
paign where, through a Staff not being 
efficient, disaster Huta of | 
attended the efforts of Australians. 
not want to go into details, but we hac 
instances nehore we met with disaster i - 
stead of success simply because mistakes 
were made by the Staff, and those mi 
takes mente probably not have been ma 


Mr. Wien dag ee some of them 
have been promoted singed or aa 

Sir GRAN VILLE RYRIEG — Tha 
may be so. 
as well as in war time. | ee 

I should like to draw attention toa 
difference between the first part of 
speech of the honorable member for Hu 
and the second part. It was amusing 
notice the change. that took place wh 
the honorable member saw another Mi 
ister bring me this yeciints of Hansar 


and there is no man in ie House | : 
would sooner see it burned than the 
orable member. Some very aw. 
things are dug up and brought to 
from Hansard. The honorable m 
saw. this book ea to me, and i 


that he yaad nih aa uae cee 












‘ps Ce i Ces - Why Soya we 
train men?” Those who went away to 
the war, he said, went without training 
4 and turned out to be the best men in the 
world. There was no necessity, he argued, 
for this expenditure on training. We 
should have no training at all. But 
when he saw this book, he thought to him- 
self, “ Hello! what did I say a few years 
ago?” He does not know now what he 
said; but I shall read to the Committee 
wae the honorable member said, not 
twenty years ago, but womparniwaly Te- 
7 cently, on 19th June, 1912. 

i Mr. Brennan.—Surely the honorable 
i member is not just now learning that com- 
fa pulsory training -was on the Labour 

party’s platform ? 





SinGRANVILLE RYRIE.—The hon- 


/ orable member need not be excited, be- 
cause some of his speeches on this question 

_ will be dug up before this debate ends. 

_ Mr. Parker Motonrey.—Why not get 

_ down to the real thing? 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE—1 shall 
do so. On the date mentioned, the hon- 
_ orable member (Mr. Parker Moloney): 
speaking on the Address-in-Reply to the 
_ Governor-General’s Speech—I wonder if 
_ it was the same honorable member—said— 
an ‘Yes; I notice that honorable members oppo- 
_ site generally like to share the credit of any- 
thing that has been attended with success. I 
vere shouid like to contrast the bold and effective 
_ policy undertaken by this Government to pro- 
_ vide a suitable Defence for Australia with the 
_ policy of the ex-Minister for Defence, who, ac- 
_ cording to a published report, stated in the 
coh Sydney Town Hall that he pinned his faith 

ie to an inerease in the Naval subsidy.. It is 

satisfactory to note that the re-organization 

_ of our land Forces under our system of com- 
pulsory military training appears to have the 

entire approval of the reat cco itd of the 
a people of Australia. 
ue N ote the honorable member’s 
_ * our.system.” 
oh Mr. 
’, A never denied that. 

i Mr. Warxis.—What has this to do. 
Ree, W ith the matter under discussion ? 


Bie Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—Nothing 
‘ _ whatever, of course; but I intend to read 
the reiindes of Ahe extract, no matter 
how honorable members opposite may 
a4 Chick 

a> My: Parker wee The ‘Minister 
will Me no reasons for the expenditure. 
, gx . 





words, 















‘honorable member 


_ that the fact of what an honorable mem- 


Parker Motonry.—Hear, hear! - 


1920-21. 









Mr. Braxerry—He has not 
slightest intention of so dong. 

The CHAIRMAN (Hon. 
Chanter)—Order! Will the Minister 
please resume his seat. I do not propose 
to continually call for order. If honor 
able members are determined to disobey 
the Chair, the Chair will be forced to ar 
tect itself. in the usual way. 


Mr. Buaxe.ey. Nou will the Minis. 
ter give us some reasons? | 


The CHAIRMAN.—Order! 








If be | 
for Darling again 
defies the Chair, I shall take firm steps. ie 

Sit GRANVILLE RYRIE— 1 shal 7) 
just finish my extract. ue 8 fk 





Mr--Briaxetey.— Without giving aay) 
reasons. 


The CHAIRMAN.—Order! The nea 


orable member is again out of order, 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. — The | 
quotation concludes— _ 


I find wherever I go that at least 95 per 
cent. of the people approve of the compulsory 
military training, which to-day is doing so 
much to discipline the young fellows of the 
country, keep'ng them off the streets, provid- 
ing and insyring for them a better manhood & 
than otherwise would be the case.. sae 


Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [10.52]. 
—I am in entire agreement with a ree. 


mark of the honorable member for 
Fawkner (Mr. Maxwell) to the effect 





ber may have said, as recorded in Han 
sord eight or nine years ago, should not 
be taken into account without considera- 
tion, at the same time, of the changes 
which may have occurred during eee uh 
period in question. Why, because an 
honorable member may, have had reason” 
to change his views, owing to irene 
altered circumstances, should he there- 
alter be. quoted and charged with incon-_ 
sistency ? I think that ooh conduct is 
only going to the extreme to which the 
honorable member for Illawarra (Mr. 
Hector Lamond) might be expected to 
go. Where was the honorable member 
himself eight years ago? I do not intend 
to follow that up, but I propose, for the 
special edification of the Minister (Sir 
Granville Ryrie), to quote something 0 
what British statesmen have been saying 
concerning reduced expenditure upon the 
Sea Army and ae T shall take f 























a reduction 














Pe facts hoe tne Hance. f Commons 
_ Hansard and from official documents. It 
is rather amusing, by the way, to hear 
honorable members opposite speaking in 
regard to the White Australia policy. 
‘They were very little concerned about it 
afew years ago. I am of opinion that, 
in the minds of the members of the Go- 
~-yernment, the White Australia policy is 
considered to be safer to-day than ever be- 
fore; if such were not the case, the Prime 
Minister would now be about to depart 
for the other side of the world. His 
statements to-night were different from 
those expressed and indicated by the As- 
sistant Minister for Defence (Sir Gran- 
- ville Ryrie).. However, I would point 
out that, according to a Budget-paper laid 
“before the: Hipose, of Commons, the esti- 


ue Chae total expenditure on the “Any for 


1919-20 was £405,000,000, and the 


a amount issued from the exchequer to 


meet the expenditure was £395,000,000— 
‘a reduction of £10,000,000; and, whereas 
“the estimated expenditure on the Navy 
was £157,000,000, the actual expenditure 
was £156,000,000. The estimated ex- 
 penditure on the Army for 1920-21 was 
_ £125,000,000—-showing a reduction of 
Bi 62, 000, ,000 on the Budget provision for 
1919. 0S Phe pated expenditure on 
the Navy for 1920-21 was £84,000,000 
of £64,000,000 on the 
Budget provisions for 1919-20. The 
Air Force estimates similarly showed 
a reduction of £45,000,000. Against 
those great decreases, as foreshadowed 
and carried out by the Imperial Govern- 
ment, expenditure on public education in- 
“ oreased from £38,000,000 to £56.000,000, 
_and on old-age pensions from £17,000, 000 
to £25.000.000. On _ the Ministry of 
Pensions there was an advance of from 
£72 000 000 to £123,000,000; and, on 
the Ministry of Health. an increase from 
£12,000,000 to £34,000.000. Enormous 
increases were revealed also in regard to 
other similar branches of pubic interest 
in Great Britain, while, at the same time, 
these tremendous reductions were being 
made in Naval and Military expenditnre. 
In the course of his Budvet speech, Mr. 
‘Austen Chamberlain, having enumerated 
he considerable reductions in Army and 
Navy expenditure, continued— 
The House will see from what I ese said 


that we are leading the way in disarmament 
among the nations “of nie world. 


re iy pe ae 4 
Mi Fenton. 7 Ro A ERG 
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Mr, Larry Surra.—Wwl | 
perial aia cpending, on 1 the 4 
this year? — a 


latest: figures available: rN Roy 

Mr. Larrp Smita. Sains from 
memory, I believe they are ‘spendin 
£88 000,000 on the Navy this year. 

Mr. FENTON.—The British Pie 
Minister (Mr. Lloyd George), speaking 
in regard to reductions in the Army, 
said— 


We are asked: ‘* What are 
Government doing?’’ when we are reducing 
the men in the, Army from 3,700,000 at the 
date of the Armistice, to 300,000. 

Sir Josern Coox.—It is not quite f 
for the honorable member to discuss 


Works Estimates, 
Mr. FENTON, Ot is. 


Sir Joserx Coox. No: 
Estimates are still to come. 


in tits vote ons of Rea a ay ‘ 
amount to over £1,300,000, and this 


year. The expenditure on the milit ry 
side alone will be over £3,000,000 Pee 
this financial year. 

Sir JoserH Cook. —But the proper t 
for a general discussion is when we are: ( 
the general Estimates. 


Mr. FENTON. ue am not concern 


cussion. 


is complaining Sut our load i del rt 
and a think Dien acl Pca tesa are » doit 


down ie pe eae nd: as ie 
Chancellor of the Exchequer said, Great 
‘Britain is leading the world towards 
armament. ie 
Mr. GREENE. What is the per capi , 
ey 

expenditure in Great Britain on- 
‘Army and Navy, in comparison - 
similar expenditure in Australia? 
Mr. FENTON.—I have not had tim 
to look up all the details of the ie 
ture. : 


Mr. Greene.—The honorable me 








. Mr. ‘FENTON —What Hees, Brest 
_ Prime Minister mean by his statement 
that the Government were reducing the 
men in the Army from 3,700,000 at the 
date of the Armistice to 300, 000 3 in March 
last? Great Britain has a ‘population of 
47,000,000, who are contiguous to the other 
big populations of Europe, and yet her 
statesmen say that, although great reduc- 
tions have taken place in the Army and 
Navy expenditure since the Armistice, 
further reductions will follow. Mr. 
Lloyd George stated also— 

There is another advantage. The greatest 
military power in the world is. without an 
army. ‘The navy that menaced ‘us is at the 

bottom of the sea. I am only putting that in 

order to show that we have grounds for con- 
fidence in the financial stability of the future. 
The great disturbing element in Europe has 
been demolished and swept away. Conscrip- 
tion has gone in the country that really drove 
other countries into conscription. The initia- 
tive in that movement was taken by Great 
Britain. 
Surely British statesmen know what they 

are saying when they express opinions 
such as I have quoted. Yet, in Australia, 
the Government are increasing the de- 
fence Estimates in comparison with the 

- expenditure actually incurred last year. 

Sir JoserH Coox.—We are nob. 


Mr. FENTON .—So far as the organiza- 
_ tion of the Army and Navy is concerned, 
we are increasing our expenditure in com- 
‘parison with that of last year. 
Sir JosrepH Coox.—lI say we are not. 


Mr. FENTON.—The Treasurer is re- 

_ ferring to war expenditure, but I am re- 
_ ferring to the permanent organization of 
_ the Army and Navy in Australia; and I 
repeat that the Government are proposing 


an increase on the expenditure of last 


year. 
Sir JosepH Coox.—Again I say we are 
not. | 
Mr. FENTON .—I¢ is time that Minis- 
ters rose and explained if the position is 
otherwise. They would have us believe 
_ that other countries are arming themselves 
_ to the very teeth, but I have disproved 
that statement by quotations from the 
_ speeches of Imperial statesmen. The Bri- 
_ tish people are backing up the Govern- 
ment, and all parties in the Old Country 
are united in regard to the reduction of 
- naval and military expenditure. 
Sir Josrpn Coox.—The honorable mem- 
pa ‘ber is aouliael back the truth, and he 
ae knows it. 
ie ! | 8x2 { LM 










half truth. 


-chequer I hope he will give them to the 





1920-21. 


~The CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. 
Chanter).—Order! 


Mr. FENTON.—That is a very din: if 
orderly statement, and should be with- 
drawn. The quotations I have made from > 
the House of Commons Hansard and from > 
the financial statement of the Chancellor — 
of the Exchequer are absolutely true. 


Sir Josepn Coox.—The honorable mem- ; 


ber takes good care not to give us the i 


NE Hercror Lamonp.—He gives us _ bp 







Mr. FENTON.—The honorable on a 
ber is used to half truths, which are the 
biggest lies of all. He is a champion 
in that respect. | | 


The CHAIRMAN.—Order! 3 
Sir Josep Coox.—Tell us what the | 
figures of British expenditure are to-day? 


Mr. FENTON.—I have already. read 
to the Committee what Imperial Minis- 
ters have said. | 

Sir JosepH Coox. — To what amount 
has the British expenditure been reduced ? 
That is the test. wy 

Mr. FENTON. — I have quoted the 
figures, rr La 

Sir Josepx Coox. — The honorable 
member has not, and will not. | 


Mr. FENTON.—If the Treasurer has 
figures which will controvert what I have 
quoted from the Chancellor of the Ex- _ 


Committee. The Chancellor said that. oN 
Great Britain was leading in disarma-  ~ 
ment among the nations of the world. 3 
Sir Josepn Coox.—To what expendi- _ 
ture was he leading? ee 
Mr. FENTON. — I have already © 
quoted a statement'of Mr. Lloyd George 
that the Army had been reduced from ~ 
3,700,000 at the date of the signing of — 
the Armistice to 300,000 at the Bist 
March of this year. a 
Sir Josepx Coox.—And we have re 
duced our Army from 300,000 to 2,000. 
Mr. FENTON.—Bui the Government 
are proposing a bigger expenditure this. 
year than they incurred last year, — 
Sir Josepu Coox.—We are not. 


Mr. FENTON.—The British Govern 
ment are Mahe many millions | of 















Estimates, 








Baande ‘Tess Se on ce ieny and 
Navy than was incurred during the last 
financial year. | 
ih Sir Josrrn Coox.—And so are _we, 


- Mr. FENTON.—The Treasurer tried 
to make it appear that he knows a great 
deal better than Mr. Lloyd George the 
state of affairs in Germany. JI have 
- quoted what Mr. Lloyd George said in the 

. Hote of Commons in October last. 


Sir Josepn Coox.—Now quote what he 
“said at the Spa Conference. 


Mr. FENTON. — In October last he 
an that iffe greatest military nation in 
the world had been crippled, and its Navy 
“had been sent to the bottom of the sea. 


Mr. Maxweri.—Conditions may have 
oc Mianced in the interim. 


Mn FENTON. — But 
changed ? 
Say that Germany is stronger to-day than 
when Mr. Lloyd George made that state- 
ment in the House of Commons If any- 
_ thing, she is weaker, she has signed addi- 
, Honal- terms of disarmament, and has 
aaa her bona fides to a ereater extent 
~ than before—to a. greater extent, I be- 
lieve, than British statesmen expected. 
Paes is more helpless than she was 
on 30th October last. 


Sir Joszpx Coox.—I say again that 

Me : “he is not, 
Mr. FENTON.—We must admit that 
Ie aponsible Ministers in the House of 
| Capen know more about the world’s 
_ military and naval affairs than we in 
_ Australia can know. When I compare 
the statements and doings in the British 

















have they 








- ‘House of Commons with the statements 


and: doings in this House, I say that we 
are incurring expenditure that we cannot 
justify to the people who are crying out 
for relief fromm the immense burden of 

v eee they have been nee upon to 
ear 


ae en 
oo _ Treasurer) {11.10]—I will not permit 
_ the honorable member’s statements to pass 
ie without the facts accompanying them. 
s Since the date of the statement which the 
_ honorable member has. quoted, Mr. Lloyd 
_ George, at the Spa Conference, insisted 
fae that Germany had 1,200,000 rifles in the 
ray hands of German. soldiars. _ That was in 
May of this Pe: in Sens last. 









. He. told ‘thé Germans — then i that t 
would do—that they had 400 ,00 


No honorable member will 


JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta—_ 










oF 
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were not doing what they sai 


still under arms in Germany. Wi 
honorable member for Maribyrnong (Mr 
Fenton) try to get those facts into | 
head, instead of Beare. in an vey 
history ? 
Mr. LAIRD SMITH (Desinon Ma 
ane Brink: indeed, in ‘putting the hon 
able member for Maribyrnong (Mr. Fen 
ton) right in regard to the statements 
which he has made. From the British 
Hansard for 1920-21 I gather that the 
proposed expenditure on’ the ‘Bri 
Navy for this year is £84,372,300, 
against an actual expenditure last year 
of £157,528,000. It will be remem beret 
by the honorable member that Grea 
Britain was at war last year. Now she 
is not at war. The proposed expenditur 
upon the British Navy this year is, there 
fore, a Peace expenditure. I have givel 
the estimate which was made By 
First Lord of the Admiralty. 
compare the amount per capita charged 
in Great Britain under this heading wi 
that charged in Australia, what do we 
find? Under our Estimates for the cur- 
rent year we shall pay 12s. 5d. per head 
whereas Great Britain will pay 34s. 4d 
per head. I come now to the British 
Army estimates. The Estimates for 
current financial year make provision 
a net expenditure of £125,000,000. 
total establishment ~ provided for 
525,000 officers and men, and this nu 


ie addition, Great Britain is ‘qpendal 
upon air services a sum. “aa £15,173, 


ter will quote from ihe British ' Han 
next time. 


have ‘given are taken from an oa 
document which has been forwarded te 


am oe sorry that any ackibn pee y 
me this evening should have resulted in 
unpleasantness; but I thought thas 
might express an opinion upon | 
matter without hurting anybody’s 
ings. I merely ferred te. know Ww. 


7 






that on hee is ‘told | ‘that he is either 
a pro-German, a disloyalist, or a pacifist. 
- Tam not nearly so much a pro-German as 
_ those who have bedn ‘‘ lick-spittling ”’ 
about the descendants of Germans. J am 
not prepared to worship at the shrine of 
" those who changed their names during 
_ the war in order to hide their German 
origin. I notice that those who have 
been interjecting most frequently this 
- evening are not the honorable members 
who have taken an active part in the 
war, but men, like myself, who were 
i (oad to keep thousands of miles behind 
the firing line. I can only say with the 
_ gentlemen who did as much to win the 
war as I did—that is nothing—that I am 
not imbued with less patriotic zeal than 


they are. I sacrificed my relations for the 


5 cause of my country. 


Sa The Assistant Minister for Defence 
has said that anybody who urged 

during the progress of the war that there 
was not to be another war was talking 
- nonsense. That is what I have said for 
years past. But only a few months ago 
anybody who dared to make that state- 
_ ment would have been regarded as an 
- enemy of this country. Yet we are now 
_ told that the recent war was not a war to 
a end war. The Leader of the Government 
and those who sit behind him frequently 
affirmed that the recent war was specially 
3 ie ee for the purpose of finishing 
: Did not the Prime Minister re- 
¥ bee from the Peace Conference with 
declarations to the effect that we were 
at last coming out of the pit of war 


into the green fields of perpetual peace ?. 


This is an excellent opportunity to point 
‘out the lies and shams which were then 
indulged in. It was urged from prac- 
tically every platform that the sacrifices 
_ that had been made would not be made 
in vain. We were assured that we were _ 


about to enter upon the paths of per-. 


petual peace. ~ These statements were 
_ made by representative men in_ this 
- country. Are they true or false? <A 
: heavy responsibility rests upon those who 
| _ say one thing to the people during one 

hour and deny it the very next. What 

has the Treasurer said to-night? 
Body has stated that Germany is down 
and out. Personally, I have not so much 
interest in Germany as have some honor- 
_ able members who, whilst wrapping the 
_ British ee around them, crawled upon 
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_ suecessful. 


Some- 


/yo20-21. ae 













their hands and knees to those of German — 
blood and origin. But what was the war — 
fought for? To destroy German mili- 
tarism. We have been told that it wags 
The Peace declarations 
stiptlated for the sweeping away of ie 
German Navy. It stipulated for thea 
quisition of certain  coal-fields, eat 
roads, and territory, but as for the 
aildarien nek might have been 
stripped of its arms, well, the ‘Treasurer — 
says that the Germans still possess — 
1,250,000 rifles and 400,000 armed men. 
For what? For defence. purposes? They 
would be inadequate. ‘To make war |” 
upon the Allies? That would be impos- | 
sible. For what, then? Merely that she © 
may defend her Imperial junker class 
against the efforts of the workers of Ger-— | 
many to establish a pure Democracy. 
The junker class was to be destroyed, but 
when was that class more powerful in 
Germany ‘that it 1s to-day? Talk about 
the destruction of junkerdom. It still lives. 
Talk about the destruction of militarism ! 
It is still very much alive! Was the war 
to destroy the Kaiser? No. He stall 
lives. He was to be hanged. He was to ~ 
be brought before a Court of Inter- 
national Justice, but was not. The liars! _ 
‘This man, who was described as a baby 
murderer, who ordered the German © 
soldiers to spare neither woman nor child; 
this man who was a monstrosity in the 
eyes of the world, was to be brought to the 
bar of human justice. He still lives amc) 4) 
his palace across the border in idleness 
and opulence. These are the things for 
which the men of.our country were called : 
upon to shed their blood. None of them on 
—the abolition of militarism, the hang- 
ing of the Kaiser, the destruction of 
Junkerism and the fulfilment of Demo- 
cracy—has been realjzed. All that has | 
been done has been to introduce black — 
“troops into the conquered Territory for 2 oN 
the violation of their women and the 
destruétion of those forees for which we 
were prepared to stand. This is the’ out 
come. 
Sir JosepH Coox.—It is not ‘the out 
come. . 

Mr. ANSTEY. it is true ; 
outcome. 

Sir JoserH Coox.—It is not the out 
come. 

Mr. ANSTEY .—It is the trath, Every 
one knows it. : iar 













it is ‘the re : a 











ae JosEPH Coors. the honeeable | : 


member in favour of going to war with © 


* Holland to get the Kaiser? That is a_ 
plain question. 
Mr. ANSTEY.—The honorable | ‘the 


a ‘Treasurer is asking a plain question, wand 


he wants a plain answer. 
‘Yes. 
_ Sir Joserpa Coox. — Would you fight 


My answer is 


‘ ‘Holland on that issue? 


Mr. ANSTEY.—Yes. The Minister 
oes not like it. I say that if the Allies 
‘were prepared to make war on Holland 
i order, to take her ships during the 
‘period of the war they could do it to 


My obtain. the Kaiser. 


___ Sir Josepx Cook.——But we did not fight 
‘Holland. 

Mr. ANSTEY.—You took her ships. 
Sir Joszpn Coox.—We did not. 
Mr. ANSTEY.—You seized her ships 
during the war 
Sir JosepH Coox.—I say we did not. 
a one | CHATRMAN (Hone) J. 0M. 
ce a ——Order! 

_ Mr. ANSTEY.—My “ yes’’’ is as good 
Wer as the Treasurer’s ‘‘ no,’? and I say the 

 ALies seized Holland’s. ships for Allied 


_- purposes. 


.. Sir Josrra Coox.—This fairy state- 
: ment has no foundation in fact at all. 
Mr. ANSTEY.—It is true that the 
- Allies took Holland’s ships, but neither 
_ under the conditions of peace nor in the 
'‘eonditions of the Armistice has the ex- 
Kaiser been brought to a Court of Justice: 
Sir JosrepH Cook.—We did not take 
- Holland’s ships. | 
_ Mr. ANSTEY.—Very well. You set 
- out to destroy militarism, and you did not 
do it. 
I come now to the question raised by 
the honorable member for Wilmot (Mr. 
_ Atkinson) by way of interjection. Of 
course, there is no harm in making an 
ee interjection, although 1t is disorderly for 
me to make one. The honorable member 
for Wilmot said something about honor- 
able members on this side being paci- 
fists. I am not a pacifist. 
i a Mr. Arxtnson.—I did not say that you 
@ were. 
Mr. ANSTEY. —The henorenie mem- 
‘| ee denies it, but some honorable member 


hg said that we were pacifists because we 


_ wanted to leave this country defenceless. 
« Mr. Atxtnson.—I did not. 

ae Mr. ANSTEY.—Very well: the honur: 
able member is not soilty, Some other 
onorable member said ae) | 










wee 


affirmation, and then loads uD this 






























Mr. Hecror ‘Lamonp.—And so aae 
Mr, ANSTEY.—Good ae ther 
le re member, ‘ neha 


member for eee (Mr. 
Lamond) I shall come back to my mai 
poe which ae nothing to do es 


seen the AO te Polen in 4 
Corner, 
ie want to save 


else. 


them, hosatee we are wits in a + €8 


tion involving the hap of mill 
of pounds. 
pacifism at all. | 
bftic war is a necessary and inevite le 


ie an ae aie of £100 ,000,000 - 
year, end in connexion pen war hei 


war. We talk about panne 
is economy to be effected? If we 
down all civil expenditure: there will § 
be £70,000,000 as the result of our 
fence policy. 

Sir JosepaH Coox:—Quite tries a 

Mr. ANSTEY.—This. oe 
three times the total expenditure, | 


try prior to the war. The Treasurer 
to Svdney last week, and 1 
atin he cad that there could be no sa 


He ee exact worded” we can ri 
of its load of unproductive debts. 

Sir JoserpH Coox.—Hear. hear! 

Mr. ANSTEY.—tThis only shows 
sometimes extremes meet. — 
this occasion.. I agree with the Treasu 
But I say that whoever makes 


trary to his convictions : convictions 
that are forced upon him by the ac 
circumstances. The sum required 
interest and sinking fund now amount 
more than our total uae (ee 
the war. 
itt 





that is 
ment. oot 








Mi Sir Jos OSEPH « Cook. —We are going to ny 
our debts. 

_ Mr. ANSTEY.—Just so. 

Sir JoszpH Coox.—And we can pay 


: ‘ them. We really can. 2 
| Mr. ANSTEY .—It is quite easy to say 
thesesthings. 


Mr. Hector LamMonp.—And we are do- 


i ing it. . 


ae Mr. ANSTEY.—We are. I have done 
_ the same myself. I have paid £1 off one 
_ debt and borrowed another £4. And 
the policy of the Govern- 
am not blaming the Trea- 
--surer. I do not condemn him because 
of the state of public opinion, and the 
absolute incapacity of the newspapers 
to provide a compass for public guidance, 
_ wherever they may be. The mere con- 


demnation of somebody else is not 
guidance, but useless criticism. I do not 
condemn the Treasurer, bécause he 


realizes the situation clearly and de- 
finitely. He sees the enormous load of 
unproductive debt that weighs upon the 
resources of this country. Our chief 

means at this juncture is derived from the 

- flowing revenue that comes to us through 
the customs, in consequence of the 

- enormous price of imported goods. There 
is no need to increase the Tariff, as the 


_ price of commodities that come into the 


~ Commonwealth are double and treble what 
_ they usually are But the slump must 


- come, and ‘when prices are reduced the 
. revenue must also fall. 


has said that he has a remedy, and that 
we can pay off our debts by having a 
‘Sinking Fund. Is it suggested that our 
enormous debt can be liquidated from a 
Sinking Fund? Some day it will be 
paid off, but not in our time, even at the 
rate the honorable siaiaman proposes. 


‘Before that day and before that hour, 


' other more pressing and vital problems 
_ will be upon us. They are coming 
_ rapidly. The Treasurer thinks there is a 
- virtue in a Sinking Fund. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—lI do. 

Mr. ANSTEY.—There was never a 
_ Government—I defy the Treasurer te 


_ mention one—or any State or any coun- 


try that did not dip its fingers into a 
_ Sinking Fund whenever it was short of 





Bren aa 
| House adjourned at 11.34 p. m. 
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The Treasurer 


| Senate. | 
Thursday, 23 September, 1920. 


The Presmenr (Senator the 
read prayers. 


SEARCH FOR AMELIA 7 


Senator KEATING. — In connexion - 
with a report published to the effect 


that a Tasmanian-owned and manned 
schooner, the Amelia J., has been so lone 
overdue on a voyage from N ewcastle to 
Hobart as to give rise to considerable — 
anxiety as to her fate, I ask the Minis-— 

ter representing the 
Is it correct that the Premier of Tas — 


mania wired te the Prime Minister ask- 
ing the assistance of the Commonwealth” 


authorities in endeavouring to locate the 
vessel? Was the telegram of the Premier — 
of Tasmania unanswered, either abso- 
lutely or, at any rate, for a very long 
time? Have the Government done any- 
thing, or do they intend to do anything, 
in the matter; and, if not, why not? 
Senator RUSSELL.—I am unable to 
reply as to the accuracy of the statements 
regarding the telegram from the Premier 
of Tasmania, but the Government have 
been organizing the air fleet, as far as. 
possible, for the purpose of ascertaining 


the whereabouts of the vessel referred to, 


and further steps are being taken by the 
Minister for the N avy to follow up their 
inquiries, with a view to doing all that 
may be possible to ascertain what has’. 
become of the vessel. 

Senator J. F. Gururrm.—I indore 


that two aeroplanes left to-day for Tae 4 4 


mania. 
Senator Krarinec—I _ believe that 
eleven lives are at stake. 


N AURU ISLAND AGREEMENT. 
Posrrion or New ZEALAND. 


Senator PAYNE.—TI ask the Minister 
representing the Minister for Trade and 
Customs whether his attention has been — 


drawn to the following paragraph, which 


appeared in the Argus of Tuesday last:— _ 


The Prime Minister of New Zealand . . 
that New Zealand had had extraordinary luck — 


_ in connexion with Nauru Island, as, although © 


New Zealand paid, ey much ess ‘than | 


Hon, 
T. Givens) took the chair at 3 p.m., and, is 





Prime Minister: — 














_ Britain or Australia would be able to take 
away a ton of phosphate more than New Zea- 
dand. . 
“Is there any foundation for such a state- 
Loe tal 
’The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens ).—Before the Minister replies 
to the aes senator’s question, I 
wish. point out that no_ state- 
ment or quotations may be made in 
asking a question. A question is per- 
- missible only for the purpose of elicit- 
ing information. -It is obvious that, 
if honorable senators are deprived of the 
_ privilege of making a statement in put- 
ing a question, no statement by a news- 
_ paper should be included in a question, 
as that would give to newspapers a privi- 
lege denied to members of. the Senate. 
- Senator RUSSELL.—I ask Senator 
‘Payne to give notice of his question. 
















Ove. PAPERS. 
The following papers 
ented :— 
Defence Act.—Regulations amended.—sStatu- 
- tory Rules 1920, No. 132. 
War Service Homes Act.—Land acquired at— 
- Hamilton, New South Wales (two notifica- 
co tions). 
ae Islington, New South Wales. 

_ Kogarah, New South Wales. 
me Parramatta, New South Wales. 
~- Rockdale, New South Wales. 
_ Sans Souci, New South Wales. 
a ee New South Wales, 


were _pre- 


ADULTERATION OF WOOLLEN 
: ‘GOODS. 


3 ee J. F. GUTHRIE asked the 
Minister for Defence, upon notice— 


) ae Tt any manufacturer in Victoria accepted 
a contract for the manufacture of woollen 
Poca: required for military purposes, which 
_ goods upon examination were found to be adul- 
ae terated and, or, under weight. or under size, 
or below specification ? 









2. If so, what became of the rejected 
aterial? 
_ 3. Was any manufacturer fined; if so, how 


much? 

» 4. If any manufacturer committed the crime 
of. attempting to foist material below speci- 
_ fication upon the Department, and was in con- 
_ Bequence fined, why was the guilty person or 
‘persons: let off with a fine? 


“Senator - duel sene — The 
supplied are— 





answers 







"a ppaeeaane one ree nt ite ot a 


Australia or Britain he aid nk think) el 


as Manufacturers jee orders to. supply ‘ 

























































epee. standard nd at spec 
the supplies tendered for acceptance wer 
always up to the required | standard. Dur 
the war period, supplies were very urger 


wanted, -and in cases where the a 


mensurate with eis value pabon ie 
I bie the specified standard. In ddan 8 


nee enough for acceptance ie were reje 
outright. im 

oa Goods rejected cue were returne 
the contractor. 
| 3. No manufacturers were oe fue 
stated in the reply to question No. 1, a reduc- 
tion in price was made when goods below th 
specified standard were accepted. \ 


4. This question is partly answered by © 
reply to question No. 3—that no manuf: 
turers were fined. If the Department had s 
cient evidence to prove that any manufact 
who supplied goods inferior to the specif 
standard did so fraudulently and knowing 
legal proceedings would have been taken 


‘ELECTORAL 
: Wrntwortn Rott. 


Batata: GARDINER asked the 
ister representing the Minister for pce 
and Territories, wpon notice— 


the roll in each 


subivision, 
and female? ; 


cietbleat to enrolment, male. 
female? 
(c) How many persons entitled to 
ment have removed into each 
division, male and female? 
(ad) How many of those who remove 
the respective subdivisions — 
claimed enrolment within the 
scribed time, male and female? 
(e) How many of the aforesaid. pe 
have failed to claim enrolment w 

oa in the prescribed time, male 
female? : ; is 
2. How many names have been removed fr 
the 1919 roll up to 3lst August, 1920, in ¢ 
aE Paes male and female? 
. How many names have been femnned rol 
“thes supplemental roll, 1919, to same date | 
each subdivision, male and female? 
4. How many names have been added 
roll in each subdivision since the 1919 Pp 
male arid female? _ : 
6. How many perso) s have been pre 
against for not being correctly enrolled i 
subdivision (male and female) during t 
1919, and from Ist pares ‘192 20, t 
aan ae ea . 






















Senator RUSSELL.—The answers 


ar 1, (a) The number ofnames removed from the Roll 
‘ in each Subdivision from date of 1919 Roll to 3lst 
August, 1920, as result of inquiries made by postmen, 
is as follows :— 


i 











ts, eanat raion, Males. | Females. | Total. 
ones 199 251 450 
- Bronte 260 298 ' 558 
Randwick soy a 250 456 
Waverley ..— a 57 76 133 
- Woollahra. . Pe ian 7 3 532 856 
Wee: 1,046 | 1,407 | 2,453 


; 
Trae 3, 
ks 


a (b) The number of persons found to have left 
each Subdivision from date of 1919 Roll to 31st 


exd tf 


August, 1920, who were entitled to enrolment, 


as a result of inquiries made by postmen, is as 


follows :-—_ 





ie , Subdivision. Males. | Females. | Total. 
nae 522 594 | 1,116 
ad 494 544 | 1,038 
~ Randwick 590 |. 674 | 1,264 
Waverley -. 366. | 1,004 | 1,870 
‘Woollahra... go6 | 4.918 | 1,744 

“a ag 3,298 | 3,734 | 7,032 












at (c) The number of persons entitled to enrolment 
Ee who have removed into each Subdivision from date 
a 1919 Roll to 3l1st August, 1920, as a result of 
inquiries made by postmen, 1s as follows :—_ 








Subdivision. Males. | Females. | Total. 
aan a dns 
y Gi fs ‘ 1,938 2,094 4,032 
ee Ch Bo oi B48 04,0401 1,988 
‘Randwick 2,556 | 2,608 5,164 
Waverley .. 2,764 | 2,918 5,682 
Woollahra... 1,142 | 1,226 | 2,368 
GOR iat 9,348 | 9,886 | 19,234. 
“ dy The number of persons who removed: into 
Pe! eas aaion from date of 1919 Roll to 31st 
ie August, 1920, who have claimed enrolment within 


the prescribed time, 
of postmen, is as follows:— _ 
Females. | Total. 












‘ ~ gubdivision. Males. 
Cae i 

sais 833 866. | 1,699 
ee 697 | 712 | 1,409 
Pe Randwick - 1,139 | 1,250 | 2,389 
Mowavérioy oP os 1 (15333 | LAB | 2.814 
He “Woollahra. pereesy a tate 788 969 1,757 
«Fe “4,790 | 5,278 | 20,008 








[28 Serrmimee, 1920.) 


siderable number after a short residence removed  —- 


as a result of inquiries by the date of the 1919 Roll up to eu August, ait Gh 


is as follows :-— 
Subdivision. Males. | Females. | Total. 

‘Bondi LW BIS bo pees 
Bronte. 3) 2). We 1,157 1,187 
Randwick ~- | 1,899 2,086 
Waverley .. SR and Wy RP 2,486 
Woollahra. . 1,380 16,16 
l NTRS : 8,036 8,819 | 











(e) The number of aforesaid persons who failed’ 
to claim enrolment within the prescribed time is as 
follows : ; és 





Males. Total 











Subdivision. Females. 
Bondi. 1,105 | 1,228 | 2,333 
Bronte 3 251 328 BIS 
Randwick. . 1,417 1,358 2,775. 
Waverley ..  ~ 1,431 1,437 2,868 
Woollahra. . 354. | 257 611: 

4,558 4,608 





Norre.—A large proportion of these persons . 
secured enrolment after the prescribed time (com- 
pare Answers to Questions 1 (d) and 4, and a con-— 


to, and became qualified for enrolment in, other 
Divisions. i 


2. The number of names removed from ‘the 2 
1919 Roll up to 3lst August, 1920, is as follows :—_ 








Subdivision. Males. | Females. Total. 3 
Bondi... 867 938 | L808 
Bronte .. .. | 668 806. |). Va 
Randwick 951 1,116 2,067 Nah 
Waverley .. 1,040 1,285 2 BID ry 
Woollahra. . 908 1,190 2098 

4,434 | 5,335 | 9,769 
j ee ete 








3. The number of names removed from the Sup- rf 
plemental Roll 1919 to 31st August, 1920, is ag 
















follows :— # : 
Subdivision. Males. | Females. | Total 
“Bondi... P1380 104 234 f 
Bronte : Hi 131 124 Zoe Gan} 
Randwick ie 150 142 Pas wei 8 NA 
Waverley .. A 119 125 DEA an 
Woollahra. . = 98.) 208.1! (2080 
628 603 | 123k | 


Se 





4. The number of names added to the Rol! since 











i se 






: “tan to pamoll hace the year 1919, and from 
Ist ety: 1920, to 31st August, 1920, is ag fol- 








“lows: — 
oS 1920. 
Subdivision 1919, |° ; 
Males. | Females. | Total. 
Bondi Nil | 19 Oe ge ake 
SEPONTO he 21 4 25 
Randwick .. ay ne cho 
Waverley .. ns Ar enates 4 
- Woollahra uy 14 |. he 16 
A, | Aaa WITS ft vival OT Aa 85 Me 
Nil 58 6 64 








One to five inclusive.-—The Official Roll is a con- 
tinuous record unbroken by the print of the Sup- 
plemental Roll. 

_. The net increase in the Division of Wentworth 
i during the period Sibi by the ee Question 
- was 5,855. 








CONCILIATION AND 
ARBITRATION BILL. 


4 ‘Reports. adopted. 
Senator RUSSELL 
President of the 
[3.9 ].—I move— 
‘That so much of the Standing and Ses- 
sional Orders be suspended as would prevent 
‘the Bill being passed through its remaining 
se stages without delay. 


(Victoria—Vice- 
Executive Council) 


I do not intend to make a speech on this 
motion, but I wish to point out that the 
Y Bill, has. yet to go through merely formal 
stages, except that i: is possible that an 
amendment made in it may come back to 
ns from another place, though I hope it 
will not. 
fors are anxious to terminate the business 
before them, and do not desire to be kept 
- hanging about here unless there is useful 
work for them to do. I am proposing 
>the suspension of the Standing Orders to 
facilitate business, and to meet the con- 
‘venience of leanrabls senators, but if the 
(Fiotien is objected to I shall not press 
ats 
Bnostion. bea in the affirmative. 
ae read a third time. 


NEW GUINEA BILL. 
Second READING. 
















(vide page 4725), on motion | by. Senator 
ce a MaMEN 


¥ this Bill. 


ministration of those Territories. I 


service to Papua and the other Territ 
than has hitherto been provided. 


LE am aware that honorable sena-. 


Bou: resumed from 17th September 


A eRe or to deal with | ny 
tion ine respect of which this Parliame 





Ke realize that it ij is ie 2 
that. the Government 















































all the necessary peels far a 


a matter of congratulation for Austr : 
that we have now reached a position when 
it will be impossible for a potential enen . 
to take up its quarters upon our back 
doorstep. During the war it was a very 
vexed question whether Australia, in 
case of victory attending the arms of th 
Allies, should extend the Territories OV 

which she already had jurisdiction. } 
member of this Parliament and no 
zen of the Commonwealth desired an 
tension of territory merely for ae 8 
of extension. 
the hands of some other pay may I 
come a menace to Australia, it is 

lutely essential that we should obtain 
trol of it. I hope that we shall at 
set about the task of devising some ] 
tical method for the development of 
mandated Territories. In this connexio 
I have previously advocated a utilize 
of all the powers which the Govern 
possess by reason of their ownership 
line of steamers, by means of which t! 
will be able to maintain a better shipp 


which form a part of the Commonwealt 


that we are about to receive a mand: 
over further territory, the See 
the’ Commonwealth providing | b 
means of communication eo he e 
northern. Possessions becomes more Sa : 


their bade energies to aus a ibe 
service between them and the mainlan: 












he can, to say what will be the duti 
the Administrator of ek Territori 












outa Brags duties, babe we stouldg 
given some indication of the pov 














which will be vested in him 
matter of dealing with certain 
tions.. Will his commission ° vest 










with power to, alienate lands 1 





De i 












4 a 

















to go. back upon his decision? These 
Bice questions which should be dealt with. 
i Apart from them, I am whole- heartedly 
in fayour of the measure, which is merely 
intended to provide for the administra- 
- tion of a very important portion of Aus- 
- tralia so soon as we possess the panee 
eH authority: ‘to deal with it. 


‘Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
» (3. 18] This Bill is necessarily only a 
> skeleton, but it is designed to give par- 
ee liamentary authority to the Government 


oy ts 


to evolve some working basis for the go- 


i, vernment of certain islands in the Pacific 
as soon as the requisite mandate has been 
received from the League of Nations. 
_ During his speech upon the motion for 
the second reading of the measure, the 
_ Minister for Repatriation (Senator Millen) 
told us that the Government will be re- 
quired ‘to deal with these islands in 
- accordance with Article 22 of. the Cove- 
nant of the League of Nations, and that 
it has been agreed that we should ad- 
minister them under that article as an 
integral part of our own territory, sub- 
ject to the safeguands | which he men- 
is tioned, one of which is that the islands 
are” primarily to be governed in the in- 
 terests of their native population. I 
' take it that this BIll is merely intended 
eS bON authorize the Government to create 
some organization to carry out the terms 
of the mandate which we hope soon to 
receive from the League of Nations, and 
ee £0 supersede the present military form of 
government. The measure, therefore, 
does not necessarily mean a permanent 
solution of the problem with which 1t 
deals. It is designed rather to initiate 
and build up a form of government there. 
For weal or for woe, ‘Australia has ac- 
cepted a mandate to govern the islands 
which formed the whole of the German 
Possessions in the Pacific south of the 
Equator, with the exception of Samoa. 
- With the Government of these Territories 
_ by Australia, the British flag will fly 
over nine- Henthes of the Baie Tslands 
south of the line, the remaining flags 
being that of France in New Caledonia 

- and Tahiti, and that of America in Pago 
Pago, one ‘of the small islands of Samoa. 
f Senator Seon. —What about Dare 









“may teats. nate oe very difficult ae 
to the west of the area whch I have in 


-our own continent with any coloured — 


as I can ascertain, been carried on care- 


Senator PRATTEN.—That is rather 


my mind. 


The responsibility of governing iheee 
islands thas given me a_ considerable — 
amount of thought, and not a little con- 
cern. At present the Commonwealth 
possesses only a little more than 5,000,000 
inhabitants. We inhabit a compact contie : 
nent; we have adult suffrage, and we hava 
also peared democratic ideas. We are 
strongly opposed eve to contact within — 


aliens, and we are rightly determined to __ 
keep this continent white. Very few of 
us have any knowledge whatever of sys- _ 
tems of government in tropical Posses- 


sions populated by coloured people. — a 
What we have attempted so far in 
connexion with the government of 


tropical lands—in the Northern Terri. 
tory, for instance—has not been a brilliant _ 
success. J must admit, however, that the — 
government of Papua, so far as that paré = 
of the island belonging to Australia is con- 
cerned, has been fairly good, although the __ 
cost to the Commonwealth of adminis; — 
tering that one tropical Possession which 
Australia has with coloured inhabitants, 
has so far been about £50,000 per year. 
We may say that as compensation for that 
sum we monopolize the trade, and receive 
a. little outlet for our progressive young 
men to improve their position in life, 
The administration of Papua has, so far 


fully and justly to the natives, although 
a problem is developing there, in con- 
nexion principally with the white-planting ae 
interests, which is, in effect, a question of = 
labour. The fact of Papua costing us 
£50,000 per year after many years of 
Commonwealth administration does note hy 
indicate to me that the late German : Pa 


‘islands, which we are now called upon to 





administer under the mandate of the 
League iof Nations, will for many years, 
at al events, be a financial asset to the 
Commonwealth. We acquire under the 
mandate about 80,000 additional square 
miles of tropical territory, populated by 
about 700,000 natives, so that Australia’s 
responsibility in the Pacific will, with this. 
addition, amount to about 170, 000 square | 
miles, populated by nearly 1,000,000 
natives. In view of the very elementary 
development of these islands, IT am not 
very optimistic with regard to the finan- 
cial aspect. IT am not at a certain icin 















Sa: 
























































very many years; and I think we 


- focus, that we are taking on an obligation 
- with regard to the government of these ex- 
German islands, rather than getting a 
: financial asset. But we are gaining un- 
_ doubtedly an ‘asset that is of incalculable 
value for the safety of Australia. I un- 
rely say that it is a good thing 
for Australia’s safety that these islands 
will be administered under the British 
: ile T am not altogether convinced, how- 
ever, that administration of these islands 
by ‘Australia is ultimately going to be as 
“successful as administration would be 
_ through the Colonial Office from London. 
»am not altogether convinced that it would 
not be better, if not now, certainly in the 
not-distant future, to link up with Fiji 
and Tonga, because the administration of 
any and all islands in the Pacific is bound 
to open up. international problems of a 
very delicate nature. 
Australian control in the Pacific, those 
problems will not be placed further away, 
and I am of opinion that delicate inter- 
national questions of that character had 
better be dealt with from London than 
from Melbourne. In any case; this terri- 
torial and governmental expansion of the 
fommonwealth to alien races and terri- 
tories, moving out into the world, is bound 
sooner or later to create very delicate pro- 
lems which it will take very wise states- 
manship, and great caution and delibera- 
tion. on our part, to avoid. 
 » With regard to the administration of 
the. ‘mandate, I was ‘interested to read 
the other. day contributions to the daily 
ress from one of the press. correspondents 
nm the Renown, who indicated that there 
is already some unrest in Samoa in con- 
exion with the political control there by 
he New Zealand Government. Japan 


‘e 





































tralia can receive a mandate for, or ad- 
_ Minister, the late German islands and be 
free to carry out a policy of shutting out 
\siatic races. This question is bound to 
ee re-opened in the near future, and pos- 
-sibly will be a matter with which Senator 
_ Millen, our delegate to the League of 
Nations’ Conference at Geneva, will have 
o deal. 

oe Wanton’ Baxwap.—Do. not eine (of 






















ena “PRATTEN. _Yes, they None 
“sol ae as. 






fies ialends all be even mall EG _ 


d deliberately get our minds into this 


With the tension of ~ 


as never acquiesced in the view that Aus- . 


; Li hae | govern our attitude with | 


I can ascertain the position 1 


esced in as regards J: apan and these Pacifi 
Islands south of the Equator, and also th 
islands taken over by Japan north o: 
Equator, is that the mandatories of an} 
these islands shall not be allowed to e 
fortifications or defensive works in 
shape or form. The question of Asi 
immigration into the Pacific Islands 1 
take it, altogether apart from the 
Hon of Asiatic pe into Au 
a. tonite, as I am given to understand 
a close perusal of the reports conne 
with this Bill, that has not been ace eC 
in i Japan so far. 


British fae in the Pacific into. one. 
vernment. Some considered | 
favour the Seat of Government of the 
‘islands of the Pacific being placed in 


Fiji, and that the ey British Colo 


Fiji, Tonga, ‘and Me Gilberé and te 
groups, should’ branch out, and inclué 


also ibe New ~ “ealand- eee 


immediate ee with which we a 
called upon as a Chamber to deal. The 
I, take it, is to substitute some form 
elvil government for the present mili 
government that is being carried ou 
the islands under review. It is fa 
assured that she some years, at all eve 


theless, some On eee Bo, 
may be expected in the direction of tr de 
expansion. _ i 

Tndednneson wren the Piantyas of th 
government of tropical Possessions po 
lated by coloured races, I would direct 
attention of the Government, when they 
are preparing their policy, to the admini 
tration of tropical territory by the Dui 
in Java, and the Americans in the 1 ir 


pines. I think that, in each of © 
areas, the Governments find that biel | 
cipal problem is that of labour. Java a 


the Philippines being rather densely popu- 
lated, and the natives not being altogether 
lotus eaters, but accustomed to labow 


















. eestor, are iielty civilized, com- 
. pared with the PBilippine races. 
A aes nator ee Tan. aware of 





: ay Possessions. nes by a 
d coloured community. of about 
000 people, although if covers an 






th re is a A ater of Semen cee ah in 
my pepe might well be ie by us 


finds Rieéced iby tua Bile do not 
ne that there is any tin in the Pacific 


% 








4 copra, ad other tropical commo- 
| that, in the ag a shy would 










( essary to i ey Sidonaine 
urifrom India, the Malays being tem- 
entally indolent and disinclined to 
The great development that has 


been achieved except by the import tion 
of ee and Tamil labour. 


Baxnar.—A_ great dae 





ag PRATTEN.—I do not think 
any great development of the islands 
in the mandate can be expected 


tive races, and J may remind honor- 
able senators of the very satisfactory posi- 
tion of the Malay Peninsula. The whole 
Wh the railway system and other pub- 
lic works, representing assets of about 
e + £5, 000 ,000 sterling, have been paid for. 
‘There j is no public debt... 
Senator Donoan. so hat ie" a lesson te 
ms ra ae | 


“Senator PRATTEN tals ey? 










~All this 


os the eabedinarily successful government 
‘rich area ee ie ae Colonial 


vetoed a 





create the wealth for the payment of the 


‘search work. 


7] 






Senate AN Ba it not. ‘been 
done largely by an export tax? ) 

Senator PRATTEN.—Yes; tit first 
of all, the Government had to assure the 
development’ of the country, and help 


é Pint 








export tax. I submit ‘the lesson of the 
extraordinarily successful government of 
the Malay Peninsula to the Minister foi 
his consideration, and suggest that th 
De that be may find in that system of 
overnment something to emulate in con 
hexion with the Administration to_ Ass 
created under this Bill. Pee 
Senator Baxuar.—If we have the sam: 
resources in those islands, The honorable 
senator must know that the products of 
the Malay Peninsula command ight 
prices on the world’s market. | ea 
Senator PRATTEN.—I know tie the a 
price of rubber, which probably is the ~~ 
principal product of the Malay Penin-— u 
sula, is lower than ever before in its 
history. I may also be allowed to point 
out thatthe Government of the. Malay 
States gives attention to the education of 
the people, to the prevention of disease, 
and substantially helps industry and ‘re- | 
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There is another point. Senator ten 

rery pertinently neal what the Govern- _ 
ment intended to do. with the Jand, 
whether it was to be alienated, and what 
land laws would operate. In this con- 
nexion I may inform honorable members 
that there is no alienation of land.in the 
Federated Malay States. All land is) 
leased. For rubber-growing the upset 
price is about ten dollars, or about 2538, 
per acre, and the annual ‘rental is about 
half-a-dollar per acre, the leases being 
nominally for a term. of about twenty-five 
years. For mining, the price of the lease 
is about double this amount, and the 
leases run for twenty-one years with the 
right of renewal if the regulations are 
observed. I think that as we ate prac: 
ically entering a virgin field, so far as 
the late German Posses ssjons are concerned, 
we ought to consider whether the leasin. 
system is not better than selling the land 
butright, and. possibly being subjected 
later, to land jobbing hy speculators. fet 8 

make these suggestions in order to offer, 
if possible, some constructive criticism im 
regard to the el: administration of 
these islands. m™m 
knowledge of "the Maley ‘Poninsiia 
aS intimate, and r ge ‘ae pou 





she Re 


‘The Fe vsemmionn shoals ‘seriously con- 
er whether leasing the whole of the 
lands, on the dines followed, in successful 
‘British Possessions elsewhere, would not 
be better than alienating it for all time, 
which has been the policy in other parts 
Or the British Empire. 

 $o, far as the Bill is concerned, it is 

uy skeleton upon which the Government 
will have the responsibility of building. 
I take it that their first step will be to 
"appoint an Administrator, and their next 
to approve of certain fundamental prin- 
ciples of government. These principles will 
be limited by what is contained in the 
Covenant of the League of Nations, but, 


in addition, the Government will be re- 





sponsible for many other matters, and so_ 


_Tsuggest that before anything is done, the 
methods of administration in other parts 
_of the tropics, which have been proved to 
be successful, should be very carefully 
: tudied. I offer these remarks in the spirit 
of one who approves of what the Govern- 
‘ment are doing under this Bill. The 
legislation embodied in this Bill will not 

affect the position, but the administra- 
~ tion which the Government are creating 
will, for weal or woe, make successful or 
- otherwise the control of the islands which 
we are now acquiring. 


Senator NEWLAND (South Australia) 
“3. 41].—Like Senator Pratten, I agree 
that this Bill is necessary to enable the 
- Government to administer the Territories 
and islands in the Pacific which have 
come under our control. 
is no intention of delaying the passage of 
the measure, and I cordially support it. 
It means, however, that here, again, the 
- Commonwealth are commencing legisla- 
tion of this description at the wrong end. 
_ The Bill is primarily intended. for the ap- 
- pointment of an Administrator. There are 
no regulations or instructions, and there 
A nothing for that officer’s guidance, 
at least, so far as Parliament knows, con- 

_ cerning the manner in which he is to 
carry on his work. After the Ad- 
ministrator is appointed Parliament 
will be asked to pass legislation laying 
down certain principles upon which he 
must carry out his work, and I venture 
to express the opinion that these prin- 
_ sips should be firmly established be- 
fore he is appointed. We appoint. a 
man to a Lac and we cannot 
a4 ‘information as to 
a8) 






















his 
jestablished in . 


™. 


T am sure there 


‘who may be highly mee Pe in th 

























































‘dw are ee ow, they 
formed. Even if we adopt: 


bers of this Page know conce: 
‘the Territories and Islands in the Pae 
What information or knowledge d 
possess as to what is im the minds of the 
white or black residents on the Islands ? 

Senator pe Larer.—Only two me 
bers of the Senate have been there, _ 

Senator NEWLAND.—Yes, and I co 
tend that we should be Shey informed 
the subject. 


has been furnished to Parliament by ce 
tain gentlemen who were directed to 
vestigate and report on what was German ~ 
New ugh It is not vane intention t ir 


mice that they were 8 competent to ah 
vise this Parliament on such an important 


eee 


own particular spheres, but who have n 
more knowledge of the requirements of — 
that Territory than we have. feo best, 


in the ee that ee ‘Teport—wwe. hay a a 


ene ghall i Pe in tie foe 
which the others are opposed. The Min 
ter for Repatriation (Senator Millen) 
introducing the Bill, and also Sena 
Pratten, said that the future govern-_ 
ment of the Territories and Islands’ 
in the Pacific is of tremendous conse- 
quence to Australia, and yet the report 
received is of a very contradictory natur 
What qualifications has Mr, Lucas to e 
able him to advise this Parliament as. 
what ne be done? If I’ were star’ 


one Hes 
work Oia Mr. Dee: 
that he has been Ban nested with a par 
ticular firm for very many years is - 
best proof of his ability in og direct 
T have mentioned. ‘ 

Senator Russretu.—He is. 













ee iad to ne on a A eat of fhe 
ing over the German plantations. He 
may not be concerned with the adminis- 
_ tration in any shape or form. 
Pe - Senator NEWLAND.—I am not say- 
apm) that he will be, but these gentle- 
e men. were directed to prepare a report, 
which has been laid on the table in the 
‘m of a parliamentary paper, and, pre- 
sumably, ‘Parliament. is expected to. take 
some notice of what it contains. As a 
capable business man, Mr. Lucas is all 
th it could be desired; but as to whether 
he is a suitable person for advising this 
Parliament on such an important ques- 
tion, I have very grave doubts. Mr. 
Lucas’ long residence in the islands has 
removed him from parliamentary in- 
Be fluence, good, bad, or‘ indifferent. 

oo Senator DE Lares. —There is no better 
Bact authority on South Sea Island questions 
_ than Mir slucas. <0) 

Senator NEWLAND.—I am prepared 
eo. admit that, but his connexion with the 
islands has removed him from the in- 
fluence of Parliament. Another mem- 
ber of the Commission, Mr. Atlee Hunt, 
Va been occupying a comfortable office 
eben, ‘Spring- -street for a number of years, 
and I do not know what special qualifi- 
 eations he possesses to enable him to ad- 
vise Parliament. The other gentleman 
has also been occupying a responsible 
' judicial position in the islands for a 
number of years, and he has submitted a 
report diametrically, opposed to the views 

. of the other members. I have read the 
report over and over again, and can find 
very little in it that is likely to be of assist- 

- ancetome. When it is a question of giving 

information ‘to Parliament, there are ne 

more capable men in this eountry than 
the members of this Parliament. When 
advice was desired on such an important 
problem, a Royal Commission, consisting 
of members of Parliament, should have 

‘been. appointed. to make the necessary in- 

vestigations and have been sent there 
twelve months ago.. The members of 
that Commission “could have visited the 
islands from end to end, taken evidence 

from the people on oath, and have ascer- 
tained exactly, what the people desired. 
Senator Bakar. That is what 
- America did with the Papin es. 

Senator NEWLAND.—Yes; and there 
is no doubt that that would have been 
the proper course to have adopted. § I 
am not going to be influenced in the 
slightest wha ga tid Lh ae in the re- 























port ihortisned as I absolutely. refuse to 
be advised by such gentlemen. If infor- 
mation had been sought by members of 
this Parliament, it could have been made i 
public and fully debated in Parliament. 

I have already stated that the Bill doe 
not indicate what powers are to be placed — 
in the hands of the Administrator. It is 
not my intention to refer at length to the 
fact that we are not administering with the — 
success some would like a Territory much > 
nearer than these islands in the Pacific. 


‘Some nse senators know very little 


of a certain Territory on our mainland. 

Senator Baxuap.—The great diftenty oe 
is that other countries administering tro- 
pical regions have availed themselves of — 
native labour, which is not available to 
us in the Northern Territory. 








', Senator NEWLAND.—That is true. 


That is one of the things upon which we 
should have been thoroughly advised at 
the time, when, perhaps, different 
methods might have been adopted. The 
Administrator will be appointed and will | 
find that he has a certain staff, but no ae 
instructions or regulations as to the a 
course he shall follow. 

Senator Duycan.—A good many things 
which he may not do are set out in the : 
Bull. | : 
. Senator NEWLAND.—It is eae ee 
things are done and mistakes have been 
made that they are discovered, and where 
a wrong course has been followed ib By 
difficult to retrace our steps. 

Senator Wirson.—The honorable sena- 
tor does not desire that the experience of 
the. administration of these islands shall | 
be that of the Northern Territory — over 
again. 

Senator NEWLAND.—I do not. We: 
have been administering Papua for some 
time, and, reading the reports we receive. 
from that Territory, one cannot help being | 
struck with the large number of magis- 
trates and other officials in Papua who 
send in reports which supply little or no 
information of use to members of this 
Parliament. I often marvel how those 
reports come to be included in parliamen- 
tary papers when they contain so little 
to enable honorable senators to ascertain 
what really has been done in the Verri- 
tory. They are for the most part made 
up of detail, and while they might be filed 
in the office of tho Administrator of th 
Territory, they are useless to members 
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x Oke 
| ministering it. 2 
Senator Russert, —- When the War: 
nan senator talks of the number of these 
_ officials, let me say that if he met one 
of them in Papua it would be a long time 
before he met another. 
Senator NEWLAND.—1 believe that 
they are stationed long distances apart, 
and that they have responsible duties to 
perform, but my point is that their re- 
ports contain little or no information of 
_ walue to members of this Parliament to 
show what is being done for the develop- 
ment of the Territory. I have had com- 
_ munications from the islands mforming 
me of certain things that have been done, 
but I am unable to say whether there is 
anything in those communications, and in 
view of the contradictory statements ap- 
pearing in official reports, I have come to 
the conclusion that the best course for me 
to follow is to say nothing about them. 
A complaint reached me quite recently 
regarding the treatment of certain mis- 
sions in the islands. | It was a rather 
rious complaint, but I require further 
information on the subject before I can 
take any notice of it. It is suggested 
_ that people in the islands are not at all 
satisfied with things as they exist there 
at present, and they are hopeful . that 
under proper administration by the Com- 
monwealth an improvement will be made, 
_ Only the other day we saw a statement 
published to the effect that a very large 
area of sago palm lands had been dis- 
posed of to a company engaged in the 
- distillation of alcohol. I do not know 
_ whether the deal has been completed, but 
“jt seems to me to be a shameful thing to 
deliberately alienate the sources of the 
- food of the native population to any en- 
_terprising speculators for the distillation 
of spirit. In Australia we have had to 
set aside large areas of country as re- 
serves in which the natives can hunt and 
fish, though they get very little hunting 
or. fishing in those reserves. If we are 
“going to permit the destruction in. this 




































wholesale fashion of the food supplies of . 





_ the islanders of the Pacific, the people of 
Australia will have to bear the cost of 
feeding them by some other means, If 
doubt very much whether, if the deal to 
_which I have referred had been submitted 
to eres it, would have been | 


ed of. 







this Pariduaent to assist them in ee 


the interests of. the natives, and also of 
Mod a 1) to ‘these Territo ies to 





























































Senator Prarren.— 2 
been made from “Papua in that 
nexion ? ae 
Senator N EWLAND cary am Be 
only upon what I read in the press, a 
upon my knowledge of what has occur 
im connexion with the treatment of 
natives in Australia. I know that the. 
were gradually driven from their hunt- 
ing grounds, which were taken from th 
by sabia: people, and Australian Parlia 
ments have had to set aside large reser 
to enable them to live. I am suggesti 


trade” . 6. be prohibited in these Terri 
tories. a think. that 1 Is a most unfortun 
expression. : 

Senator Drake-Brockman. Thats 
merely an expression taken from th 
terms of the mandate. ia 

Senator NEWLAND. Bl alee is 


Buch thing as a slave trade under th 


thee, will - no ees thing as a sla 
trade in these islands. It is, Jhowev 
necessary that something should be do 
to compel the natives to work. Any 0 
who has owned a plantation in the 
Territories, or has had much to do wi 
the natives, knows very well that they 1 
quire very few luxuries. A few cocoa- 
nuts and yams will keep them alive all 
the year round, and while they can hi 
without “working they will not work. 

Senator Russert. — They — 
luxuries if they can get them. 

Senator NEWLAND.—They have 
quired a taste for gaily-coloured cotto 
to wrap about their bodies, and that is 
about the extent of the luxuries they lo 
for. In my view, it is necessary that t 
people, who will go to these Territories t 
open up and develop them, should be per. 
mitted the use of some means to miake t 
natives work. - , % 

Senator Duncan.—Are these ‘Terr 
tories to be administered in the interests 
of the natives, or in the interests of tho 
who, may go there at some time in th 
future for ‘their own purposes ? 


Senator NEWLAND._1 think ie 























velop them, should be conserved. I am 
not prepared to say that the natives 
should be compelled to work, willy-nilly, 
but I do say that the natives of these 
islands require a good deal of induce- 
ment to make them work. The men who 
will go to these islands will find means to 
 jnduce them to work, but there need be 
no question of treating them badly. We 
need to be careful, in dealing with the 
native population of these Territories, 
not to adopt exaggerated or sentimental 
ideas concerning them. One of the difh- 
culties associated with the opening up of 
eountries inhabited by coloured peoples of 
this kind is that they can live on very 

little, and they greatly dislike work. li 

_ *do not say that that is a tendency pecuhar 
to these people; but at the outset of our 
experiment in connexion with the admin- 
istration of these Territories, honorable 
- senators sitting here in Melbourne should 
‘not make it impossible for people who 
-_. will go to the islands and invest their 
‘ money in their development, to obtain 
native labour by just and fair treatment 
of the natives. 

Senator Duncan—The Bill would not 
make that impossible. It will merely 
prevent settlers from forcing the natives 
to work. ; 

Senator Draxe-Brockman. — Is the 

honorable senator advocating slavery? 
~ Senator NEWLAND.—Certainly not. 
I have been emphatic in asserting that I 
do not believe in slavery and that the 
slave trade does not exist under the 
British flag. I should be the last to 
advocate it in these Territories. 

Senator Russerz.—lIt practically ‘ex- 

isted under German administration ‘in 
Rabaul. ~ Nee 

‘Senator NEWLAND.—The Germans 

had a form of forced labour, but it, L 
think, could scarcely be called slavery, 

though we do not know what methods 
were adopted by German settlers at some 
distance from the coast. I do not sug- 
gest that we should permit settlers to go 
to the extremes to which German settlers 
went, but, at the same time, I do not 
desire that we should make it impossible 
for persons who take up areas of country 
jn these Territories to obtain native 
labour. The ‘natives should not be placed 
in such a position that they need not: 
_ work, because, if they are, the Govern- 
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ment of the Commonwealth will ult 
mately be ealled upon to keep them. — 
Senator Prarren.—There is a possi 
bility of putting a premium upon lazi 
ness by lax administration. | aie 
Senator NEWLAND.—It is very easy 
to put a premium upon laziness on the 
part of the natives of these islands. 
Men who have been accustomed to them 
say how easy it is to spoil them for work 
for white men. I have said that [ am 
not satisfied with the manner in which the | 
Commonwealth Government are going — 
about the administration of these islands. 
We are, of course, committed to the terms — 
of the mandate; but I say that the Go- — 
vernment have started at the wrong end. 


‘I hope that at the earliest possible 


moment the members of this Parliament 
will take steps to acquaint themselves 
with the requirements of these Terri- 
tories, in order that they may be in a 
position to legislate for the people who 
go there in a way which will be of ad- 
vantage. to the settlers and also to the 
Commonwealth. ee 
Senator PAYNE (Tasmania) [4.0]— 
The acceptance of the mandate for 
late-German New Guinea carries with it a 
heavy responsibility for the development 
of the resources of that country, and in ~ 
gconnexion with the way in which the 
-Australfan Government will treat the 
native population. .In considering this 
question, we must recognise that the — 
coloured races of the Pacific are not built 
in exactly the same way as are white 
people. We must remember that, as a 
rule, coloured races are excellent copyists. 
It is essential in the administration of — 
these Territories that we should recast 
our ideas of government, and make im- 
possible a recurrence of the failures 
which have followed our administration 
of other areag over which we have had 
control. | es 
I have been looking very carefully inte 
the clause dealing with guarantees. I 
find that one of the guarantees which we 
have to give under the mandate is that 
the supply of intoxicating spirits and 
beverages shall be prohibited to the nati 
population. ) Re 
Senator Duncan.—Hear, hear! And 
say it again on behalf of Senator Thoma 
Senator PAYNE.—I thought the he 
orable senator would say “‘ Hear, hear 






















0. t ae shall | acquire hee Terri - 
t ries. in a very short time now, and ibe 
2 appears to me that their acquisition offers 
_ @ magnificent opportunity to try the ex-. 
a periment of making them prohibited areas 
so far as the use of alcqholis beverages 
is concerned. 
Senator Newianp.—The natives make 
a spirit of their own. Would the honor- 
He able senator prohibit the use of that? 
Senator PAYNE.—We are asked to 
se legislate to prohibit the sale of intoxicat- | 
ing spirits or beverages to the native popu- 
~ lation of these Territories. 
_ versation a few months ago with a gentle- 
man who professes to know a great deal 
a about. the Pacific Islands. He told me 
My that good work had been done in many 
amstances in educating the natives and 
making them civilized up to a certain 
joint, and that many of them. had become 
useful agricultural labourers. But he 
added that much of the good work done 
in. that direction is practically undone be- 
cause of the behaviour of certain whites, 
ee occasionally indulge in a carouse. 
a aturally, the black population, being ex- 
cellent coypists, desire to know why they 
- should be deprived of a means of enjoy- 
ment which is permitted to white men. 
Senator Cox.—Is the honorable senator 
aR to parsons, who go down to mis- 
sions in the islands? 
aa Senator PAYNE.—The gentleman to, 
: whom I refer was not a parson at all. 
























Senator Russriyt.—tThe first article in» 


ie religion of the witite population of the 
_ Commonwealth Territories is that they 
will not drink. I scarcely met an officer 
in Papua who would take a drink. 

_ Senator Prarren.—A certain propor- 
tion of mean whites is to be found in all 
tropical: chmates. 





‘Senator Fa tN is: een ong Ontomn! 


| eae these “mean” whites frequently 
undo a great deal of the good which has 
previously been done. 

Senator Keatine.—That is hob what 
| Senator Pratten meant ta convey by the 
| tem “mean” whites. 

Senator PAYNE.—The 

one form of government, in these man- 
dated Ter ‘itories affords us an excellent 
_ opportunity to prohibit the sale of intoxi- 
eating liquors there. We owe it to the 
Empire and to 
shall be made useful Territories, and 
* a here be any likelihood that a han- 


od ate Me ees eae heii Ay 





! ‘oughb 


I was in con- 


establishment 


Australia that these ~ 


and Mr. Lucas reported in ‘favour of 
separate form. of government in | 
to the betas Adm inistrat: 
































































peslutely: to set o 
I hope that in the not 

ae native population of New Guinea 
become « valuable asset to Austr 
Senator Newland spoke of the necessity fc 
taking definite action in respect of the em- 
ployment of coloured labour there, a: 
probably he knows a good deal. about. th: 
matter. I confess that I do not kn 
much, my own knowledge having | 
gathered from information which has been 
given to me, and from what I have read 
But suggest in all earnestness that an 
opportunity is now presented to us to pr 
hibit the sale of intoxicants in these Te 
ritories. The adoption of prohibition 
New Guinea could not possibly result 
any loss, whereas it would probab 
achieve a great amount of good, especiall 
in regard to the civilization and educatio1 
of the native population. We must not 
forget that, to a. great extent, it is.upon 
their civilization and education that th 
success or otherwise of our administrati 
will depend. 
Senator Duncan.—The 
What is civilization? 
Senator PAYNE. — Civilization. mean: 
a utilization of our resources to the ut 
most advantage in the interests of th 
commonweal. J ask the Government se 
ously to consider my suggestion, becaus 
New Guinea is the first Territory oy 
which we have been granted ah mandat 2 
Senator Russerz.—That is not a firs 
because Papua is. absolutely — under our 
control, and no drink is allowed to be sold. by 
there. The natives, however, manufactur 
a liquor for themselves. . 
Senator PAYNE. Lhe sooner ‘we t f 
the experiment that I have outlined t 
better it will be for all concerned. 
Senator FAIRBAIRN (Victoria 
[4.10].—Like Senator Newland, I hay 
read the report of the Commission whi 
investigated the question of the form 
of government suitable for the ma 
dated Territories very attentively. T) 
trouble. which led» to the presenta+ | 
tion of a minority report by Judge 
Murray arose over the question of whet 
the whole of these new Territories sho 
be administered by the presert officia 
from the present centre of government 
whether they should have a separa 
form of government, such as i 
templated by this Bill. Mr. Atlee 


question | i; 





Benatar fee! woe ae nde rehire the 
~ honorable. senator is quite fair to Judge 
Murray. ‘That gentleman made no stipu- 
lation in regard to the Territories being 


administered by the present officials. He 
merely recommended that they should be 
administeréd by one Government Instead 
of two. 

Senator -FAIRBAIRN. Lophat is so. 
The. majority report of the Commission 
was in Pas. of the continuance of the 
present form of government in Papua 


A and _ of the establishment of a new ad- 


ne portion of New Guinea. 
have adopted the recommendation that is 


 vernment in Papua. 


ministration to deal with the German 
The Government 


contained in the majority report. Person- 
ally, I am inclined to think that these 
Territories could be administered more 
cheaply from the present centre of go- 
The officials there 
must have gained some experience, and it 
would have been better had the Govern- 
ment adopted Judge Murray’s suggestion 


to administer these Territories by increas- 


ing the staff which is already in Papua. 


This: Bill means the creation of a fresh 


: Department and the appointment of 


many more officials. 


In the conduct of 
my private affairs outside of Melbourne I 


have learned that the fewer cheque-books 


I give out the better. Yet the Common- 
wealth is now going to hand out still an- 
other cheque-book. The Bill, if carried, 


will mean an addition to our ‘expenditure 
of £50,000 annually. That expenditure 


might have been avoided had the present 
machinery of government in Papua been 


somewhat expanded. After carefully con-. 


sidering the reports of the Commission, I 
prefer the recommendation of Judge 
Murray to that which is set out in the 
majority report of its members. The re- 


commendation of the latter means the ap- 


pointment of entirely new officers, who 
may easily make mistakes which would be 
avoided by the officials who are already 
in Papua and who have had experience 
there. It would not be a very difficult 
task for the Administrator of Papua to 


tour these islands, say, twice a year. 
The only other question upon which I. 


desire to say a word or two is that which 
has been raised by Senator Pratten. He 
inguired whether it would not be better 
to hand over the administration of these 


' mandated Territories to the authorities in 
_ Downing-street. 


T do not think that the 


_ British Government are anxious to take 





ae over hres Se ee ected task. We can- 





not shut our eyes to the fact that ques 
tions of the utmost difficulty are con 
nected with our government of the Terri- 
tories under the mandate which we hav 
been granted. I have read in the pres 
that the Japanese affirm that they were 
far better off under the German contro 
of New Guinea than they wlll be unde 
the Australian control of it. They say 
that formerly they were allowed to settle _ 
in German New Guinea, whereas under 
our administration they will be excluded 
from that Territory. We havé also to 
think of what will be the effect of the peat 
mandate upon our fellow-subjects in 
India. At the present time they are 
allowed to enter Fiji as coolies, and are 
afterwards permitted to settle there. Bow) 








under our legislation, they will be pre- 


vented from entering and settling in Ger- 
man New Guinea. That is another diffi- 
culty which we shall have to face. We 
have not heard the last of Japan’s claim 

for equality of racial treatment. These 
are questions which merit the most serious __ 
consideration at our hands. Senator 
Pratten has suggested that we should 
hand over this Territory to the British 
Government. 

Senator Baxnap.—Had the Home Go- | 
vernment acted according to Australian — 
ideas, there would never have been any oe 
German New Guinea. foe 

Senator FAIRBAIRN.—Exactly. We i 
have to thank Sir Thomas Mellwraith 
for our possession of that part of New © 
Guinea which we then acquired. Other- — 
wise Germany would have had the whole 
of the island. These are delicate ques- _ 
tions, which I suppose will be dealt — 
with by the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) Doe 
when he goes to England, assuming that 
they are not ponsideved ‘ate the Geneva 
Conference, at which Australia will be re- 
presented by the Minister for Rept t 
tion (Senator Millen). adie: Ue 

Senator SENIOR (South Aueteuney 
[4.17].—Upon looking through this Bill 
I am forced to the Chaetaonr that we are 
merely driving in tent pegs. We are 
doing nothing. more than erecting a tent 
at the seat of government in ‘German. 
New Guinea. We are certainly not 
erecting the house in which we are to 
live, or laying down the laws whieh | 
should govern it. 

Senator Russsrxr.—The Adihintelie 
in New Guinea will not deal with any 

























































as onbioe ee — The Governor- 
a General may make an Ordinance apply- 
ing any particular Statute of the Com- 
- monwealth to the mandated areas. 
Senator Russrrr.—But this Parlia- 
- ment has the power of veto. 

Senator SENIOR.—I1 recognise that. 
Yet, to all intents and purposes, we are 
_merely creating under this Bill a form of 
government for New Guinea. 

vonal Fe sete We are ian ees 




























ding the military form oF government 
. civil form. 
There are questions 
ordinary magnitude, of more than ordi- 
mary difficulty, connected with this 
m. ee Senator Fairbairn a few minutes 
spoke of the attitude. adopted 
oy the question of racial equality by 
our friendly neighbour, Japan. To me 
there is less force in the arguments which 
ean be adduced in opposition to the ad- 
‘mission of Japanese into these mandated 
Territories than there is in the arguments 
which can be advanced in opposition to 
their admission into the Commonwealth. 
s Australians, we have already evi- 


of more than 








| ~denced our desire to hive as a white 
| People, and we have also shown 
r we wish our house to be ruled, 


in the same way as we indicate by in- 
vitation. or permission who shall be our 
sitors. We have not the same basis 





oured races into these islands, which 
have native coloured populations, as we 
have against their entrance into Aus- 


tralia. We are simply holding a man- 
date to govern the Territories. 

Senator DraxEe-Brocxman.—lIf they get 
here, they will be, for all Seay pur- 
, within 80 miles of Li ee 
















ae SENIOR —That iaso, but T 
trying» to draw a line between an 














We may consider it necessary, for in- 





a tha position ‘of real . re: 
lay down. only tentative measures for the 
control of the islands. 


a SENIOR.—And we are super- 


may arise that will make it possible fe 


reasoning against the entrance of | 


further. on. 


Northern Territory by the Commonweal 


exigency of government and a principle’ 
cess, vet we are to-day accepting Jt 
nee, that the coloured races should be. 


am 0 ail es rather than 80. miles bok oy acenid hal foe! Deir 









‘That seem 
be exactly what we are striving bai: 
in this Bill. 
Senator Didee Broce Lowe | 
a down absolute measures. 
Senator SHENIOR.—The © dtealey 
that ie of New Guinea is ee 





at 


New Guinea, as they undoubtedly wil 
and an entirely new set of laws opera 
ing in ex-German New Guinea, Wied th 


same, fihough ‘the two eigen! 
divided only by an imaginary line? = 
Senator Draxe-Brockman. — That f 
for Parliament to determine. : | ae 
Senator SENIOR.—Pasliament is no 
altogether free to determine it, becau 
it is in some senses shackled or circum- 
scribed by the terms of the mandate 
under which we shall hold the island 
although I understand that those ter 
will be fairly wide. That seems to 1 
one obstacle which we would have to m 
in. carrying out Senator Fairbairn’s ex- 
cellent idea. Later on, circumstance 


the two systeffis of government to becom 
practically one, 

There is great danger in be provisi 
in clause 10 empowermg the Administre > 
tor to pose bah of his posers as 


and some one will have to represent, ins 
but his powers of delegation should not 
so large that they may breed trouble. x ‘ 
are by no means out of the wood, 
seem to be getting into danger as we, 
‘We shall have to hed 
these delegated powers round very care 
fully, and also watch closely whate 
Ordinances are ented In that 
gard. * tat eab 
We may admit that the handling 0 










has been a long, long way from su 
It has been almost the antipodes of su 
sponsibility of esrb audi 6! anu ba | 









» be somewhat | resictent 
ve not won this greatness, nor have we 
. inherited it. It has been thrust upon 
us, possibly for us to make as big a 
blunder as we have made in the other 
case. Senator Pratten suggested that it 
| would be advisable for Downing-street to 
Bey ay andertake the control of the whole of 
the Pacific Islands included in the 
mandate, as well as contiguous: Pacific 
Possessions, such as, Fiji. 
Senator pz Larer.—Could not we ex- 
aa tend the idea a little, and ask Downing- 
street to take over ‘the government he 
Australia. also? — 









_ senator may travel that way if he likes, 
but he will not have my company. There 
ig a good deal of difference between the 
" government ~ under mandate of certain 






Ph Aes surrounding circumstances of whisk 
ae We do not see or know, and the established 
_- government of a country like Australia. 
co Me admit the wisdom and farseeing intel- 
: _ ligence of Senator de Largie, who can 
sweep all difficulties away simply by way- 
ing his hand. Downing-street already 
- gontrols islands which are much akin to 
these. ; 
* - Senator pe Larer. eon want to dele- . 
| gate your responsibility to some one else. 

Senator SENIOR—Our responsibili- 
) ties in this matter have not been bought 
or inherited, or even won by us. : 
f Senator Cox.—They have been won by 
+ 

~ Senator SENIOR.—Yes, in a military 
sense, but we did not do the winning with 
aview to acquiring the property that will 
be brought under our control by the man- 
date. The point is whether we can ad- 
minister these islands better than Down- 
eS a could. 

‘Senator Cox.—Yees. 

- Senator SENIOR.—1I know we are 2 
oy people, but we have not yet demon- 
strated to the world that we have made a 
success of our government of the Terri- 
tories that lie nearer to us, in one of 
which at least the white population is a 
very big factor. JI do not say that these 
islands should go from under the British 

i 
_, Senator Russery.—lIt is your duty t 
ik know these places. Why do you not 
: a aes to aie op 
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nee 


Senator SENTOR. — The ea ay 


islands in which we do not reside, and — 







' Get os SENIOR. “— “We hive. or 
evidence as a Senate that we desire 
know them more intimately, 
, The appointment of an Administrat 
is not, after all, the main considerati 


















We can hy some means discover the : 
who will fit ‘the job exactly. es 
Bill*we are appointing an Administra 
without laying down what Jaws he is to 
administer. It is a case of the laws 
ing to be made after the King is created. 
It will therefore be incumbent on the Go- 
vernment and on the > Senate to watch 
carefully the type and scope of the legis- _ 
lation that emanates from that quarter. — 
Senator Prarten._—Our experience ‘of 
the War Precautions Act shows how dif, 
ficult it is to disallow an Ordinance. _ 
Senator SENIOR.—That interjection 
gives greater force to my argument. We 
know how difficult it is even to keep wateh 
on the many regulations, statutory rules, 
and Ordinances which represent what — 
may be called legislation by neglect. They 
are a negative type of legislation. They. 
become law because they are not objected — 
to, and they do not bear the me of. 
the mind of the Senate. uy 
Senator Russert.—You do not get two i 
Ordinances a year from Papua. — 
Senator SENTJOR— I admit it. ae 
Senator Prarren.—The macelele in- 
volves quite a different form of govern 
ment from that of Papua. ? 
Senator SENIOR.—Senator Prete’ 
reminds me that the oversight of these 
islands will involve an entirely new type 
of legislation from what we have hitherto 
been accustomed to. In character, not 
only the laws, but also the Ordinance 
will differ hon those of So a Brest, 
Senator Russern.—Why? There % 
only a narrow strip of water between 
two. : 
Senator SENIOR. —Evidently 1 rie 
not rake cance clear in the ieee pat 
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nances a Panis we are legislating ae 
tieally directly under the laws of ae Oe ym 
monwealth itself, Di 

Senator. pe Larerm.—In the one case 


the authority | ig a iste ae and in 





stitution. Fareed an Mevaakc as 


: 48 ae ou New Guinea oe [SE] THY va Bill, Bian ; 


"Senator. SENIOR—The 
“senator cannot connect the mandate with 
the | Commonwealth Constitution im any 
sense. It is distinctly provided in the Bill 
ae the laws of the Commonwealth shall 
not operate in the mandated Territory, 
except in certain cases. 

Senator Russeri.—Hear, hear! You 
know the reason of that. What would be 
the good of ordering the Papuans to close 
their shops at*5 or 6 o'clock? wn, 

Senator SENIOR.—Still; there are 
problems | and difficulties that we must 
take into consideration. We seem to be 
undertaking this responsibility as if it 
‘were simply child’s play, or a picnic, 

rather than recognising the burden that 
will rest upon us. Among other things, 
_we shall have the duty of doing what is just 
_ towards the natives themselves. That raises 
the guestion whether our legislation 1 is to” 
be for the good of the natives of the Tere: 

: -titory. Are the indigenous populations 
to have laws made for their benefit, or are 
we going to make laws for the benefit of 
“the other people who go there? We can- 
not escape from the responsibility that 
oie ies upon us. I notice that this legis- 
lation will not affect the island of Nauru. 
- It seems to me that we are going to be in 
va still further quandary. It will be abso- 
- lutely necessary for some one to control 
_ that island, yet it is specifically exempted 
in the Baile, 

‘Senator Drake-Brockman.—In_ that 

case the mandate is issued to the British 
| eee, not to Australia. 

Senator SENIOR.—But the point I am 
making is that Nauru will be under an 
Sy different form of control, because 
the mandate will devolve upon the British 
- Government. 


Senator Draxe-Brockman.—No; to the 
British. Hmpire. 3 
‘Senator Russetu.—In the case of 


Nauru Island the mandate is issued to 
the British Empire, and in the case of- 
these Pacific Islands, the mandate is to 
- Australia. 

Senator SENIOR.—I wish particularly 
a, direct attention to the intricacies of 
the laws which we are about to make with 
_ regard to the whole of the islands, Under 
the Commonwealth Constitution we shall 
have laws that will operate with regard to 
’ Nauru, and there will be an entirely dif-. 
ferent set of laws with reference to this 
Territory. I feel certain that we are on 








zy iy 





honorable — in 


the experience of civilization teaches us 


“experience has not Lascls him a T 


the threshold of Shan difficulties concern- 



















































ing the administration of these island 
but we shall have to undertake the re-— 
sponsibility. ! vy 
I wish now to say a ow eis concern- 
ing the point raised by one honorable 
senator, namely, the prohibition of in- 
toxicants to the indigenous population. — 
Senator pE Larcre.—Would you make | 
them all prohibitionists up there, too? = 
Senator SENIOR.—1 do not wish to 
approach this subject in the spirit evi- 
denced by the honorable senator who has 
interjected. We must recognise that the 
class of population | that drifts to these 
outside Territories is of the adventurous 
but not always well-balanced type. 
Senator Draxre-Brockman.—The re 
lation of Western Australia, surely, is 
contradiction to that statement, — 
Senator SENIOR.—I am. not eines 
of Western Australia. ‘ My honorable 
_ friend who has interjected must know that 


that while pioneers may be excellent men,’ 
they are not always so well balanced as 
other sections of the community. In the 
early days of settlement in Australia, the 
arrival of a steamer with a British cargo, 
including intoxicating liquor, was, as 
often as not, made an occasion for a series” 
of what some people call a “ jamboree.” 
Control of intoxicating liquor is not likely 
to be so effective in the outposts of civi- 
lization as upon the mainland of Aus. 
tralia; and, therefore, if we prohibit the 
use of. intoxicants to the indigenous popu- 
lation, to be consistent, we should pro 
vide in some way for its control. I do 
not care whether we adopt the principle 
of Government control or not. I am pr 
pared to hand this matter over entire 
to the Government. | ie 
-Senator Cox.—Then, you would mak 
them all teetotallers ? 
Senator SENIOR.—The ioneeeee 
senator knows, surely, that the men who 
float away into these outlying Territories | 
are not always well balanced, and very 
often, when they have access to intoxicat- 
ing liquor, they become a disgrace to the 
community. 7 
pe bE Larers.—And you woul 





back apni q 


Pd Mead aire ke —No. Oh am. 


am sorry for him. It would be nuch. 
wiser, JT think, that the liqno deve fae 











“ie dips 


OU n rhea outlying a areas, he uHaer 
bis form of control. As a case in point, 
I may quote the experience of every new 
settlement. Immediatly a public house is 
established i in a new district we find that 
a policeman 3 is. appointed to see that the 
laws of the land are observed, and the 
_ liquor traffic regulated. Unless we pro- 
vide in some measure for control, the law 
prohibiting the supply of intoxicating 
liquor to the indigenous population of 
_ these islands will be as much a dead letter 
as it has been in Australia. 
- Government undertake this responsibility 
i ~ will be doing the right thing. 








Senator DE LARGIE (Western Aus-— 


4 alia) (4. .42].—If I had any doubts as 
to the advide tendered by Senator New- 
land they have been entirely removed by 
the speeches delivered by Senators Senior 
and: Pratten. It is a pity, I think, that 
, these. honorable gentlemen have not a 
more intimate knowledge of tropical 
islands. It is evident that they know 
vety, little about New Guinea.’ 
_ Senator Prarren.—Has the honorable 
senator been there? 
_ Senator DE LARGIE.—T have. 
_ Senator Prarren.—So have I. 
Senator DE LARGIE.—I have been 
there, and I am acquainted: with the form 
of government. Iam guite satisfied that 
the public officials there manage public 
aflairs very, well indeed. — 
_ Senator Prattren.—I did not say other- 
Senator DE LARGIE. — Evidently 
ein Pratten is not aware of the con- 
‘ditions in New Guinea, so I want to give 


_ him some good advice which, apparently, 


he needs very badly. 
_ Senator Prarren.—Go on! 
pared to sit at the feet of wisdom! 
Senator DE LARGIE.—Then I hope 
ne honorable senator will profit by the 
advice. He needs it, because he has 
seriously proposed that, although Austra- 
lia is within three days’ sail of these 
islands, we should hand them over to thie 
control of the Imperial Government on 
the other side of the world, and which has 
no knowledge whatever of their problems. 
I say, also, that the honorable senator 
very badly needs to re-visit New Guinea. 
Senator Prarren.—Of course, the hon- 
orable senator is twisting what I said. I 
was referring to the mandatory islands. 
Senator DE LARGIE.—Surely, Ger- 
man Possessions on the New Guinea 
ie ‘mainland. are included. I think the. 


spay 





so ob $F) 


Tf ehe: 


the name of the white man. 


T am pre- 


oe there. So have Ti har ne a trav 
through the British portion. I have s 
a good deal of the island, and, theref 


I can speak from first-hand knowledge. 


Senator Prarren.—Tell us what oe 
tion you visited, : 
Senator DE LARGIE.—I visited he 
Seat of Government, inland villages, and 
also islands, and I ean tell the honor- 
able senator that if all the other South 
Sea Islands in’ the possession of the 
British Empire were governed as wisely @ 
as 1s Papua, no discredit would attach to 
LT admit, 3 
with Senator Newland, that it would have — 
been far better if honorable senators had _ 
had an oppertunity of visiting the islands | 
in order to obtain more accurate oe ot 
tion about them than is, at present, 
their possession. It is nine years since q ‘ 
was in Papua. No doubt, since then, 
there have been many alterations, and 
probably much more information could 
now be obtained by another visit, but we 
cannot, with any credit to ourselves, hand 
over our responsibilities to the British 
Government, especially as our boys, | at 
the outbreak of war, took possession of 
these islands by force of arms. Senator 
Pratten, and, [ am sorry to say, Senator 
Senior, would now turn round to John 
Bull and s say, “Please take these islands 
over from us, not because you know more 
about them than we do, but because they. 
might prove expensive, and we want t 
push the responsibility on to you, and so. 
save our own pockets.” I hope we shal \ 
never be guilty of such conduct as that. 
Nearly two generations ago the Queens 
land Government proposed to take 6 
the whole of these Possessions, but, w. 
prevented ; a on many occasions simee 
then regret has been expressed that the 
did not then pass under the control - 
some Australian. Government, ¢ 
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instead: of, 
being under German rule, and makin q 
possible for the Germans to dictate a ¢ 
deal of our trading policy. 

Now, -a aa words | concerning 
Commission. do not altogether ag 
with Senator Ge We. could not 
hare AROS three better men. Mr, 








SSE) 


las been at the head of the so Peer DE LARGIE. 
jon of these Territories for the last. fitted’ for the positions the oceupie ? 
wenty years, and in that capacity he Senator Prarren.—That mB ace 
ie “have gained considerable informa- No” attitude to adopt. © 

tion through the office. I know he has Senator DE LARGIE.—I am ise 4 
— also. visited the islands on several ocea- ing the fitness of the individual members e 
sions” to improve his. knowledge. Mr. of the Commission, not the report.  _ ee 
- Imeas, also, could not have been im- their respective capacities their appoint- 

_ proved upon. When I visited Papua, ment was warranted. i 
mine years ago, he travelled on the same Senator Prarren. — Which report | 
steamer, and the general opinion was that would the honorable senator be prepared 
he was a fount of knowledge with to support ? 


ft 
regard to everything pertaining to the Senator DE LARGIE. PE Bedntor Pra 
_ Seuth Sea Islands. He had been trading ten is becoming very critical, and, appa 
: there : for.many years, and for some years rently, has not benefited. by the inform 
a ‘was a supereargo on one of the vessels tion T have ¢ given. I do not think I ca 
_ trading between Sydney and New Guinea. yemember a Royal Commission appointed 
i Indeed, he has had almost a lifelong ex- by the Commonwealth Government im 
ee perience in the South Seas. Heeseemed gonnexion with which there was not a 
_to Know everybody, and everybody seemed difference of opinion. It is quite com- 
fo Know him. I say, therefore, we could jon for members of Commissions to dif 
‘not have selected a man with better local fer, and even honorable senators them- 
wledge of all the conditions. The elves are sometimes divided on impor 


ou ae of the Jeet i ce tant publie questions. The mere fact tha 
udge Murray, the Administrator o honorable senators differ on important — 


: Papua. T do not know of any Govern- j.snes ig some justification for the 
ment official who has been so eminently i444 these gentlemen differ. @ 


“4 successful in the handling of native races tis te eee AN ae 


as Judge Murray. He ‘has, apparently | 
: > ‘gard to their employment as labourers to 
Ue sieht temperament, he is a man of the planters. I am rather afraid that 


outstanding ability and the manner 1n 
which he joe conducted she affine of (Ce some little diffeulty am t 
connexion, because it has been the caus 


: ee a ae i Y he eh ee ee fae of poe es white men have tak 
i we went he was spoken of in 
he highest possible terms, and it was 
_ @asy to see that he was beloved by the 
members of the native races. JI attribute 
i that to the fact that he has always been 
on the side of the natives when there 
may have been collusion between him and 
the white men, He has always stood up 
for the native; and, even if he did so to in Papua. | 
an unusual degree, I think it is. some- Senator Prarren. —And sago pale ae 
thing of which we should be proud. The Senator DE LARGIE—Sago is one of _ 
fact that Judge Murray lived in Port many products, and is largely responsibl. 
f Moresby, and has travelled extensively im for the production of wealth. — 
the islands, and principally in Papua, travelled through many native villages, 
justifies: his appointment as a member of and in each village there was a hug i 
the Commission. Reference has been storehouse conducted on the communist ce 
made to the fact that the members of the principle, where the whole product was 
Commission differed as to the recommen- stored and pooled. Each native wor 
dations: to be submitted to the Govern- his own ground; but the produce, aft 
ent. Is it unusual for members of a_ being taken from the field, is placed i in 
Commission to differ? | _' storeroom in the village; and at each 
‘Senator Prarren.—ls the honorable lage we visited the storehouses | 
or. cane the pions of J udge. crammed from floor to ceiling with t 
other t | a Prats on omen ek Food 


















































































eet to. ovendtunn the diftentiy. cay 
more ease than others, because the native: 
are so comfortably situated that the 
may be more trouble there than there has — 
been in other parts of the world. Wh 
-ever I travelled there were vii oF 
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does 


necessaries. be life: are $0 > plentiful that I 
believe there will be difficulty i in recruit- 
ing the natives. é 

‘Senator Duncaw.—What is the price 
of a suit of clothes up there? 


Senator DE LARGIE—\That is a 
problem which the natives have easily 
solved, and if Senator Duncan were pre- 


pared to adopt a costume similar to that’ 


of the natives, I do not think that prof- 
teers would have any terror for him. The 


native men in that Territory do very 
mistress is e- 


little labour. | The 
principal worker, and the master the 
aristocrat, but ‘this system apparently 
not bring. any disgrace “upon 
the family. It will only be when 
the natives are anxious to acquire the 
luxuries enjoyed by more civilized people 


» that they will be anxious to do more 


-of Lords could possibly know. 


werk in order to obtain them. We found 


during our travels: through the island 
that we could purchase almost anything 
for a stick of tcbacco, a handful of shells, 


or a piece of coloured ‘cloth. 


. We have undertaken this task, 
should not have taken the islands from 
the Germans, 1f we were not, prepared 
to administer them. I am exceedingly 
sorry that Senator Pratten and Senator 
Senior should have spoken of handing 
over our responsibilities “in this direction 
to the British Government... We are within 
three days’ sail of the islands, and the 
members of this Parliament know a good 
deal more about. them than the memibers 
of the House of Commons or the House 
_ We have 
undertaken the responsibility, and I do 
not think I am expressing an extreme 
view, when I claim that this Parliament 


is etter fitted to control these islands 






than is the British Parliament. 

‘Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN (Wes- 
tern Australia [4.48]—I would not have 
spoken on this measure but for the un- 
fortunate utterances of Senator Pratten 
and Senator Senior. These two honor- 
able senators, judging by their remarks in 


this Chamber, as a rule make a close study 


of the various parliamentary papers that 
come before honorable senators. I do 
not think, however, that either of them 
could have closely perused the Covenant 
of the League of Nations or the Peace 
Treaty, or 4f they have, they have failed 
to understand them. For their particu- 
Jar enlightenment—I am sure other hon- 
orable senators already know all about 


and we 





these matters—_I desire to draw thee Ag) e 
tention of one or two clauses. First of all 
may I explain for the benefit of these 
two honorable senators that three kinds 
of mandates are granted under the Cove- 
nant of the League of Nations, and the 
are provided for in clause 22. The first 
type is for a country which is already 
more or less capable of governing itself, 
such as those portions of Turkey, which 
ceased to be attached to that spit 
after the war. 
Senator S—nior.—Which does not apply 
in this case. Cea 
Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN. BE 4 
actly. In this case, the Power holding a _ 
mandate merely gives advice. The second — 
type of mandate is that which applies to 
such territories as Central Africa, which 









48 partially developed. 


Senator vaio —Which also does not 
apply. 

Senator DRAKE BROCKMAN. hes 
which-as Senator Senior, in his great 
wisdcm, s@ys does not apply, and I agree 
with him, The second type of mandate 
is that which applies to portions of Cen- 
tral Africa, where the state of civiliza- — 
tion—a term used and defined here to-day 
—is developed to a considerable degree. 
That type of mandate allows all the other + 
nations to come in and share in the trade _ 
and prosperity of the territory, which is _ 


administered for the benefit of the whole + 


world. The third type of mandate is — 
the one which applies to the Pacific — 
Islands. This type deals with people far 
from the centre of civilization, not with 
people who are civilized, and the type of 
mandate which is given to Australia — 
in connexion with these islands. Here 
we have absolute control, and the 
right to impose the laws of the Common. 
wealth with a few exceptions. These ex-_ 
ceptions are defined in the mandate, and 
also in the Bill. They are that there shall — 
be no slave traffic, that the islands shall 
not be fortified or the natives drilled or 
trained except for local defence, and that 
they shall not be supplied with ‘liquor. 

Senator Russeru.—That does not im- 
pose any obligation on us other than we 
have voluntarily imposed on ourselves. in 
respect of other Territories: 

Senator Ee Ee ae ms ade 
















Baneed our governmental ae or paweld 
in regard to these particular Territori : 


New Guinea aa f 


pee clause 22 three irnies of mandates. 
are granted, and, as far as these particular — 


Territories are donearied: I desire to em- 


7 phasize for Senator Pratten’s particular 
benefit, as he is a very able man, and 


will appreciate it, that the laws of the 
Commonwealth will operate in these Terri- 
tories so far as this Parliament deter- 
mines. The White Australia policy is 
universally accepted throughout Australia. 
Senator Pratten suggested, and Senator 


Senior supported him, that these mandates _ 


might be handed over to the British 


authorities; but if that were done we 


would lose our right to say that there 


in the matter of immigration. 


- mandates. 


should not be an open door in these islands 
That is a 
particular reason why we should hold these 
In clause 10 of the Covenant of 
the League of Nations there is an under- 


taking by all the parties to the Covenant 
to respect and preserve against external 


with the preservation of a White Aus-. 
) tralia. 


aggression the territorial integrity and the 
existing political indenendence of all the 
members of the League. I wish to im- 
press upnon the Senate the sionificance of 


‘the words contained in clause 10 of the 
Covenant as they go to the very root of 


our political independence in connexion 


Senator Duncan.—Will it permit us to 
exclude the peoples of other nations who 
are signatories to the Covenant of the 


fesse i of Nations ? 


Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN.—Yes, 


-béeause under this particular type of man- 


date all the laws of the Commonwealth 


may be applied to the mandated Terri- 


tories, and a White Australia being a 


prineiple on which all Australians of any 


importance or thought stand, can be ap- 


- matter ? 


plied with equal determination to these 
Territories. 

‘Senator Pratren.—Does not the honor- 
able senator remember that several nations 
made reservations in regard to this 


Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN,. — I 


_ think the honorable senator will remember 
what occurred when the particular clause 
_to which I am referring was being dealt 
with by the Commission sitting on the 


Covenant of the League of Nations. 


He 


will recollect that the representatives~of 
one nation endeavoured to secure equal 





a racial rights for all nationals, not only in 
_ the mandated Territories, but in all Ter- 
7 “ribories,: 


_ Representatives: of this parti- 
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and say at once that I refer to Japan- 
had a number of formulas which they 
endeavoured to induce the delegates of 
the various nations of the world to agree 
to. They produced them in many shapes. — 
There are many people who criticised the 
attitude taken up by the Prime Minister. 
of Australia (Mr. Hughes) on this act 
casion because they had said that the 
J Bere formula was a ‘‘ harmless gen- ‘3 
erality.” I think that is the term invari~ — 
ably applied to it. It was said that no 
harm would have been done to Australia 
if the Australian representatives had ac- _ 
cepted, it. What they entirely over- 
looked was that the representatives of 
Australia endeavoured to get from the 
representatives of Japan an understand- 
ing that this would not apply to immi- 
gration. That undertaking they could not . 
get from the representatives of Japan, 
and consequently our representatives op-_ 
posed it because it was not the ‘‘ harm- 
less generality ’’ which so many people 
endeavoured to make us believe it was. 


It was a very fortunate thing for Aue~ | 
tralia that upon that occasion President 
Wilson of the United States was Chair- 
man of the Commission I have referred 
to. He took up a very extraordinary at-— 
titude in his endeavour. to assist us at_ 
that time. An amendment moved by 
the Japanese Delegation was carried by 
the Commission by eleven votes to seven, 
and President Wilson stated that he 
could not accept an amendment even of 
the draft of the Convention unless he 
had a unanimous vote of the representa- 
tives of the nations in favour of it. That 
was an extraordinary attitude for Presi- 
dent Wilson to take up, but it was a very — 
fortunate one so far as Australia is con- 
cerned. As a consequence, the Japanese 
amendment did not go into the Covenant 
of the League of Nations, and we have : 
these creat. powers with which we are 
now dealing in respect to the Territories 
over which we are given the mandate. 


motion submitted by the J a.panese repre-_ 
sentatives, to give Japanese the right of 
immigration into Australia or any other 
portion of the British Empire, or, A 





the capital of the League of Nations! was 
to be. That motion was decided — by i? 
ee Pa Soa ie exact numbers that 
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ae ea akeubnted. put it was a ma jority 


5 : vote—and President Wilson accepted it, 





though he refused to accept a majority 
vote on the motion affirming a principle 
which affected the very existence of the 
Democracy of Australia. 


Some of us may have said some , very 


unkind things of President Wilson on 


many occasions, but, whatever we may 


_ have thought or said ‘of him, we owe him 


a tremendous obligation for the preserva- 
tion of the Democracy of Australia and 


the preservation of this great Common- - 


wealth for white people. 
‘Senator PRarren. —Does not the British 
Empire count ? 


- Senator DRAKE- BROCKMAN. Bucs gyA 
think that it does count, but Breddent 


- Wilson counted in a way in which the 
British Empire at that particular time 
: was not capable of counting. 


That was 
most fortunate for us on the occasion to 
which I refer, because the Japanese Dele- 
gation had a majority of the representa- 


tives at the Peace Conference in favour 


of their contention, as they had made 
many friends and were very successful 
diplomatists. Their contention being de- 
feated before the Commission, they still 
had another opvortunity of carrying it 
through, and that was before the full 
Peace Convention; but the leader of the 
Japanese Delegation on that occasion con- 
tented himself with making a very digni- 
fied protest against the provision for our 
protection which we were seeking. I 
advise Senator Pratten and all other 
honcrable senators, if they wish to under- 
stand the attitude of the Japanese nation 


on this question, to read and thoroughly. 


digest the utterances of the leader of the 
Japanese Delegation on that occasion. It 
is just as necessary that we should under- 
stand the Japanese point of view as that 
the Japanese, and the world generally, 
should understand our point of view. The 
world generally does not understand our 
point of view at present, and considers 
that we are taking up a particularly ab- 
surd attitude. The people of other 
nations do not realize that the whole ex- 
istence of this Democracy depends upon 
our maintaining the great principle of a 
White Australia. 

I direct. the attention of Senator Prat- 
ten to another provision of the Covenant 
of the League of Nations, and that is 
the provision that there ‘cannot. be an 
alteration of a the Covenant without a 


Bill. 


unanimous vote of the Council as 7] 
vided for under the League of Nations. 


Senator Senror,—lIs that’ ihe Council 
of Ten, or the Council of Four? ‘ 


Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN. hal, 
the ‘‘Council’’ as distinguished from 
the ‘‘ Assembly’? of the League of 
Nations. I have observed before that 
the honorable senator cannot have read 
this document. This provision for the 
protection of Australia cannot be altered 
without the unanimous consent of the 
Council of the League of Nations, and , 
the Council cannot consider it without i in- 
viting a representative of Australia to be 
present at, and vote on, any such ~ 
question. Consequently, so long as 
Australia remains a member of the 






League of Nations this provision cannot 


be altered. But it is important to bear — 
in mind that it could be altered with re- — 
gard to these islands if we did not have 


the mandate over them, or if we followed — ; 


Senator Pratten’s suggestion and handed 
them over to the British Empire to deal 
with them. | 
it could be altered without our consent. 
What would be the use of our White ~ 
Australia policy if the Japanese, Chinese, — 
or other people of the Hast. could come 
in through these Territories, which, in | 
fact, are only eighty miles from Austra- 
lia, and from those portions of Australia — 
that are almost uninhabited? It would — 
be. practically impossible for us to keep — 
those Eastern people out of Australia if — 
these islands were free to their IOI 
tion : 

I had no intention of speaking on this — 
Bill until the uninformed suggestion put — 
forward by Senators Pratten and Senior 
induced me to get on my feet in order to 
give them some little information with 
regard to the provisions of the Covenant 
of the League of Nations. 


Senator Prarren. — The ohorante i 
senator’s argument is based entirely on 
the assumption that the League of 
Nations is at present an effective League. 


Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN.—That 
is true, and I direct the attention of the 
honorable senator to the fact that J apan, 
China, Great Britain, France, and Italy, 
in particular, were parties to the original 
Covenant, and they have all since con- 
firmed it. So that each of these nations 
to-day has given an undertaking to pre- 
serve the territorial and political ee 3K 
of this Commonwealth. if 


Under those circumstances, 


ae Peenstor PRAgTEN, aa “hob | 

made: a racial reservation? © 
Senator - DRAKE- BROCKMAN.— 

Japan has made a | Mane ahah not a 


“reservation. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria —Vice- 
Hie ident of the Executive Council) 
ie 15].—I have been rather surprised at 
_ the proposal made by Senator Pratten. I 
do not intend to discuss it at any length, 
because I believe that such a policy as 
he suggested is unthinkable in Australia, 
and when the honorable senator has had 
_time to further consider the matter he 
will regret that he should have seriously 
_ made the suggestion. 

_ Senator Pratren.—Why unthinkable 
“there : any more than in Fiji? 

Senator RUSSELL.—Because the posi- 
es is entirely different. The generous 
instincts of the British Empire placed 
this country in a much better position. 


J apan 


The Imperial authorities do not seek to 


humiliate us, but rather encourage us to 
_ Become more progressive. 

Senator Prarren.—How is the posi- 
“tion politically different ? 


“Senator RUSSELL.—Because the his- 
Msc of the twoplaces cannot be compared 
in any way. ‘There were islands of the 
"Pacific which could be had for the pick- 
Ing up by any nation, but the Territories | 
to which this Bill refers were not picked 
up in that way, but were fought for and 


“won. They have come to Australia as 





Lohan not further 
ne the patorable senator’s suggestion, 
as it is the most unthinkable thing in the 

: world that any one should propose te 
take these islands from the control of 


Australia when they have been fairly and’ 


_ legitimately won by the efforts of Austra- 
tan Forces. — 


I have noticed a tendeney to discuss 


- the Administrator as if he were to have 
some powers with regard to policy. I 
want to make, it quite clear that his very 
_ name indicates that he will not be a legis- 
; ator or a despot. He will occupy his 
position in order fo carry out the laws 
passed by this Parliament, and will be 
under instructions from the Government 
f the Commonwealth. He will have no 
pape to make a eat, though he will have 

















here. 


‘Papua is an annual one. 


_ to those which 
in Fl be Mm resp 





fy rame. “Ordinances ‘ 































the: oan Phen: or Oe ie then ert 
meeting of Parliament, and if at any 
time within fifteen sitting days, Pa: 
liament disapproves of them they will 
cease to have effect. -The Administrator 
will have no part in deciding ma 
ters of policy, but he may 
advice ‘ee asked to do so by th 
Government, or in his annual reports 
upon his administration. ‘The govern- 
ment of these Territories will be retained 
. agree that the powers of the 
Administrator should be made ag wide 
as possible, but the comparisons which 
have been instituted between the gover 
ment of the Northern Territory and the 
eee aclapes of these ee have ie 


ception - ‘akan but qe whit 
men,’ who seem to know too much abot 
government and nothing about anything — 
else. We, conde iat a the patie of 


of Sh but in order to PEE, in its 
development. Let honorable  senato 

read the two Constitutions and note the 
difference between. them. The only report 
wel receive from the Administrator 
Senator Senior 
referred to my association with this 
measure as a ist meg me it is peli if 
but a ue 


Giese teh! ‘ee are very Bok te He 
must be remembered that bit: 3 


oub any restriclnen or Paitaeens wh 
ever. We even have power, if we hho: to 
exercise it, to erect Tariff barriers ag. Ba 
herself. In the present instance we are 
proposing to lay down similar conditions 
e have put into operat on 
ot of ai prohibits 


Mi) 





the sale of drink, the introduction of 
ammunition, and the treatment of the 
natives. The day has long passed when 
- this country would dream of applying force 
for the purpose of compelling any man to 
work. Of course, there are two sides to 
every question. Whilst I was in Papua 


I had an opportunity of seeing various 
+a stick. He grows his own sweet pota- 


trade unions in operation—unions of a 
kind that are not in existence here. The 
principle underlying those organizations 
was worse than that which underlies the 
Industrial Workers of the World. But 
in some instances the natives were im- 
pelled to take drastic action. For example, 
when in the early days of our administra- 
tion of Papua we visited plantations there 
and saw no men working upon them, and 
when we noticed that those plantations 
were going to rack and ruin, we inquired 
the reason for this condition of things. 
‘In reply we were told that owing to the 
owners of the plantations having neglected 

to provide proper sanitary accommodation 

for the natives, disease had broken out 
amongst them, with the result that these 
particular places had been regarded as 
' plague spots. But at other places which 
we visited, we saw men being paid merely 
for signing on with an employer, because 
the natives had learned to“ trust him. 
_ Upon some plantations the natives would 
inquire, ‘‘ Who is the manager here?” 
and they would be told ‘‘ Mr. So-and-so.”’ 
‘Their answer was ‘‘ Right, me see.’’ As 
a result some of them walked 80 miles 

to interview that manager, and ha 
accepted employment uhder him forth- 


with. They did that because they were. 


fairly treated by this man. We must 
recognise that in the administration of 
these tropical Territories cleanliness, goo 
_ food, proper hours of labour, and efficient 
medical treatment are essential factors of 
success. [ saw natives working in Papua, 
and, so far as I could judge, they were 
honest. workers. 
one came upon them unawares he always 
found them working. They kept up a 
steady pace all day. I saw natives 
engaged in mining operations on Wood- 
lark Island, and they were doing splendid 
work. Upon Kitchen’s plantations they 
were doing similar work. From what I 
have seen of him, the efficiency of the 
Papuan labourer represents more than 
50 per cent. of the efficiency of the 
ordinary white labourer. 
_ Senator Prarren.—What! Two Papu- 
_ ams as good as a white man in Australia? 


thc 
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They never stopped. If 
















Senator RUSSELL.—I think so, for 
ordinary work in which there is no special 
skill required. I saw Papuans employed 
upon motor boats, and even in the build 
ing of .them. It must be remembered 
that so far we have not started to teach 
the Papuan to use even an ordinary gar- 
den spade. He turns over the soil with 





toes and bananas. Certainly he 1 never 
troubled as to where he shall get the ne- 
cessaries of life, although, perhaps, he 
lives a more simple life than we do. 
Nevertheless, sweet potatoes and bananas 
are a very good food. We used to order 
them while we.were in Papua, and we 
found them exceedingly wholesome. It — 

is sometimes said that the Austrglian na- 
tive is deteriorating physically, but in 
Papua I saw coloured kiddies who were 

the possessors of good physiques and 

beautiful voices. I listened to their 

music, and I brought back with me 

exercise-books from their schools, in 

which they exhibit a degree of efficiency _ 
equal to that of our own boys and girls 
up to ten or twelve years of age. But — 
when the Papuan boy reaches the age of — 
twelve years and returns to his native 
village amongst the ignorant people — 
there, he is very much worse off than he 
would have been had he never attended 
school at all. Probably yp is also less 
happy. It is about time that we gave — 
these youngsters some amount of tech- | 
nical training, in order that we might 
ascertain precisely what is the standard — 

of their brain development. These are 
some of the difficulties which have to be 
encountered in the. administration of 
‘this Territory, and we ought, therefore, 
not. to consider the question of making — 
a profit out of it, so much as how to suec- 
cessfully develop it. “Some honorable 
senators are apparently of opinion that 
the Administrator who will be appointed 
under this Bill will be a sort of despot. 
Nothing is farther from the truth. He 
will act under the instructions of the Go- 
vernment, who, in turn, are responsible 
to Parliament. At the present time this 
Territory is in no way ripe for the powe! 
of self-government to be conferred upo: 
it. It is essentially a company propos 
tion. We all know that coconut plan 
tations require about seven years to come 
to full fruition, and consequently the 
private individual cannot embark upon 
that industry. His position is quite dif- 
ferent from that. of our Mallee farmers, 
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eo are eae able is engage i in 1 Bore 


upon the Murray River and to accept 
other odd jobs whilst their farm is be- 
: ee productive. 

-. So far, we have not lost, very nek 
"money upon Papua, and I believe that 
to-day it is paying its way. Whilst I 
was charged with the administration of 


- Rabaul, we made a profit out of it, if- 


we. exempt, of course, the military ex- 
- penditure. Most of the industries in ex- 
German New Guinea are in a prosperous 
condition, and if the rubber market im- 
_ proves in ‘the near future, it will become a 
very wealthy country within the next ten 
years. But the position ig that after 
waiting eight or nine years for rubber 
plantations to become productive, just 
when they were able to pay their first 
dividend of 3d. per share in Papua. 
- which under ordinary conditions should 
have been 2s. or 3s. per share, the rubber 
market suffered a decline. But these con- 
ditions will not continue, and conse- 
aay this Territory is likely to become 
: very wealthy indeed. In Papua I saw 
_ Australian firms putting in thousands of 
acres of coconuts. In a few years these 
will, considerably add to the wealth of 
the island., The party of which I was a 
_ member saw tobacco growing there, and 
we also sampled the cigars produced in 
vata Territory, for which, unfortunately, 
there is no commercial market, I 
also saw sisal hemp growing there, as 
well as other products which can be de- 
veloped upon successful lines. Some 
honorable senators have said that we are 
- merely offering this mandated Territory a 
_ temporary form of government. Tt is 
quite possible, of course, that, later on, 
‘we may extend the powers | which are 
about to be conferred upon it, but that is 
_ seareely worth discussing now, because it 
_ appears to be too remote. The Govern- 
tment do not look for a big white popula- 
tion there, because I do not believe that 
_ tropical countries are as suitable for de- 
_ velopment by white labour as are other 
countries. In this Territory, in which 
there | are 750,000 natives, probably one- 
third of them are fit to labour, and the 
work will be done by them where it will 
not pay to employ the services of white 
I imagine that we shall continue 
Db of government which we 
are about to initiate in this new 
‘Territory for a very Jong. period. In 
the meantime, 


‘Sénc 
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New Guinea or Papua with very gre i 
interest, because it was our ‘first: expel : 


a tropical country. That Territory — 
been more successfully administered 
has any other similar country in the 
world, Only one complaint has_ been. 
made against Judge Murray, namely, 
that he has been too sympathetic with the 
natives. That, I think, is a good fault 
We need to go as far as we can in extend: 


destroying their virility. We do n t 
desire to make a profit out of them. We 
merely wish them’ to develop as fast as 
they can, without any expense, if possi nt 
to the Commonwealth, — ; 

It has been suggested that Mr. Atle 
Hunt and Mr. Lucas made a repos 
upon the form of government whi ho 
should be instituted in the mandated a 
Territory, which was not. an ideal one 
but I doubt whether there are two 
members of this Parliament who have 
ever visited Rabaul. Of course, [ kno 
that Senator Pratten has done so. HA 
has been dodging about most of thes 
islands; but, generally speaking, the mem 
bers. of, this Parliament have merely 
rushed through Papua: I remained th re 
for ten weeks, but I do not pose as one 
who possesses expert knowledge of 
upon that account. Uipon the other ha 
‘Mr. Lucas has been a as an. 





jen sindied the ast of ae or 
there, and the handling of all products 
which come from the Fast, Als believe 
that.he was the best man ilies it was 
possible to appoint to the Commission 
which reference been balan ; 
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sible for the Lokay. What the Co: 
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me Ai ar . At ae, ae ya ri wth ia A ma RR ME Be is 
a good case. I would have been inclined 
to favour having one Administrator for 


the whole of the Pacific Islands, if it had 


d not been for'the geographical difficulties 
in the way, such as the distances to be 


‘Pacifie 


covered, the number of the islands, and 
the cost of getting a boat round so that 
one man could see the whole of the 
places. Some day I believe all these 
Possessions will’ be grouped 
under some sort of civil government 
suitable to all the white people in them; 
but at the present time the Common- 
wealth is well advised to keep full power 
in its own hands. We are accepting a 
responsibility, not to exploit a new com- 


mercial proposition, but to help races 
weaker than ourselves to develop in the 


people and desire 


of the native races. 


lands of their birth. 

ni _ Shall not discuss the J apanese 
question, further than to say that the 
Japanese are a. particularly ambitious 
to trade, not so 
much with, as to, the islands. We 
have taken on no light responsibility by 
promising to undertake the guardianship 
‘Probably the 


islands will not be very profitable to us; 


is going there. 


but, as we intend to discharge our re- 
sponsibilities ‘to the natives in an ‘honest 
and straightforward manner, we ought 
to get the benefit of any commerce tliat 
£0. It may be very sub- 
stantial; but, on the other hand, the 
whole business may not materially pro- 
fit this country. _ All we may get out 


of it is the spiritual consolation of 


knowing that we have done our duty to- 
wards the natives. Therefore, Japan and 
ourselves do not. start with equal claims 
to the trade and commerce of these Ter- 
ritories, 

In creating this, our second Govern- 
ment outside of Australia, we are adding 
greatly to our responsibilities. We are 
a young community, and our country has 
unlimited possibilities, but we have not 


the power to extract untold millions 
-from a population of 5,000,000 people. 





We are a game people to take on this 
responsibility, but after all it is really 
a case of guarding our front door. and 
if we do not spend the money in keep- 


ing these places out of the hands of the 


foreigner, we shall simply have to spend 
if in the very wasteful method’ of keev- 
ing a powerful navy. 
_ cheaper and better to spend the money 


I believe it is 
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improvements are desirable, the legisla- 
tion on this subject can be easily amended 
so as to make the form of government 
more acceptable to the Parliament of this — 
Democracy. acres. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. _ 

Bill read a second time. Cay 

In Committee: 

Clauses 1 to 5 agreed to. 

Clause 6 (Office of Administrator). ‘ 

Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
(5.40]|.—The Minister (Senator Russell) 


has admitted that the Government — 
have decided to keep an Adminis- 
trator in Australian Papua, and to 


create a new office of Administrator for 
the late German islands. I am not op- 
posing that at this stage, because I realize 
that this measure, like the original Re- 
patriation Act, can only be a skeleton, 
and that we must build up the adminis- __ 
tration of the islands by experience as 
we go on. But, seeing that we already 
have an Administrator in Papua, that in 
the last Parliament an Act was passed 
creating another administrative office in — 
Nauru, that New Zealand also has an 
Administrator in ex-German Samoa, and 
that the British have a High Commis- — 
sioner for the Pacific in Fiji, there is a 
great deal to be said, when thinking of 
the future administration of all the Bri- 
tish islands in the Pacific, for some form = 
of Confederation, if only for the sake of 
saving the expense of these multiplied 
offices. I listened to the very able speech 
of Senator Drake-Brockman, but he alto- 
gether misunderstood the attitude taken 
up on the second reading by Senator 
Senior and myself. We did not hesitate 
to indorse the attitude taken up at the _ 
Peace Conference by the Prime Min- — 












ister (Mr. Hughes), or to support — 
enthusiastically the fundamental prin-— 
ciple that the islands should no | 


longer remain German, but should be-/ 
come British in essence and in fact. We — 

said that if the islands continued in the ~ 
occuvation of the Germans they would be 
a menace to our national safety, but we — 
said also that, as that fundamental prin- 
ciple had been settled. in view of the diffu- 
sion of Administrators all over the Pacific 
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and the possibility of very delicate inter- 





even of the dual contrel for which Aus- 
tralia and others would be responsiblé, 
the time might come when Australia 
sa would find it expedient and wise to agree 
to an expansion of the present British 
_ authority, centred now in Fiji, to include 
_ even the islands under review. We gave 
_ that as our opinion, and I stick to 
- mine. We have had a very learned 
_ dissertation on the League of Nations, 
just as if the United States had accepted 
_ €6very provision, and the League had 
been indorsed unanimously and en- 
_ thusiastically by Congress, just as if 
_ Japan had madé no protest with regard 
fo racial equality, just as if the League 
‘was in action, in being and in essence, 
and just as if war had been entirely 
banished as the result of a formation of 
a strong League of Nations, 
Senator Russerr.—It looks as if war 
18 going to be restricted, because prac- 
tically all the world is in the League, 
_ except America, which, I fear, will not 
join. 
|) Senator *PRATTEN. — No body of 
_fations can successfully prevent war, 
_ unless the whole of the great nations of 
_ the world are in accord in a combined 
and unanimous League to do so. That 
_ 48 not so at present. Not more than half 
_ the world is in the League. No case built 
_ Up on the assumption that-the League of 
_ Nations is in actual being to-day can 
_ Stand the test of what may happen in the 
future. I stand to my opinion that the 
_ trend and evolution of the government of 
lg the Pacific Islands now under the British 
flag should be in the direction of ‘a 
_ Confederation governed along the same 
. lines. I have no quarrel with the de- 
_ €ision of the Government to appoint a 
_ Separate Administrator, but it is a duph- 






























_ eation of administration so far as New 


_ Guinea and the contiguous islands are 
_ eoncerned. It may be necessary to dupli- 
_ ate administration owing to our man- 
datory powers being slightly different 
from our territorial powers in Papua. 

» Senator Russet. — Remember’ that, 
aking the whole Territory, there is 
159,000 square miles, and slightly over 
3900,000 people, to look after, 
Senator PRATTEN.—I think the ac- 
urate figures are that we have 80,000 


eI! ee & Soe hh 5 










lent SAE 
Ty 


national problems arising as the result 


_ to get clear of difficulties as they arise 


/ be appointed to administer the 
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“square miles in Papua and 
over 90,000 square miles in add: 
the late German islands. Te 
mentally and politically this Parliam 
will not continue to agree to duplicat 
after duplication of governmental activi: 
ties. I believe the five separate British 
Administrations that we shall have in the 
Pacific when this Bill is passed will ten 
after a few years, to come together 
Seeing that the bulk of the islands a 
already administered from the British 
Colonial Office, we may find it wise and 
expedient to offer to that office the 
administration of the late Gemma 
islands *at some time in the future 
I do not put away from my mind the pos 
sibility of very delicate international prob 
lems making their appearance in. the not 
distant future, and I reiterate that, in my 3 
opinion, delicate international situations 
can better be dealt with by the Colon 
Office in London than from Melbourne 
Clause agreed to. | 
Clause 7 agreed to. . as 

Clause 8 (Functions of Administrator) 
Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
(5.52].—I should like to know if I under- 
stood the Minister to say that the Adm: 
istrator would take his instructions e 
.tirely from the Government, for the time 
being, in Australia? @ : 
Senator RussELL.—Yes, on question 
policy. The Administrator will h 
nothing to do with land questions, becaus 
the land policy will be determined by this 
Parliament. Pl nO a 
Senator PRATTEN.—I see also t 
the Administrator '‘ will exercise and fF 
form all powers and functions that belt 
to: his office according to the tenor of his 
Commission.’’? Can the Minister mdicate 
the tenor of the Commission ? > we. 
shall, be passing the clause without any 
knowledge as to what the real power of 
the Administrator will be. Pye tame 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vit 
President of the Executive Coun i 
[5.53].—It is difficult to indicate exactly — 
the tenor of the Commission, but British 
communities everywhere always manage 
his title suggests, the Administrator 1s to 
which are to be determined by this Pa 
lament. : ets a) |: 





Senator Benny.—And to carry ol 
Ordinances, (hl ies a 
ee = jin 
aa gah seh Paliys Tey 





ibject to review in thie Parlia- 


nd may be vetoed by resolution of 
ouse within fifteen sitting days of 
been laid on the table. My ex- 
» is that somebody i is always look- 
2 i ee Be oT if ever | over- 


me nee and put heen ack on ie 
We may expect the. 


m at once. 
xperience with regard to Ordinances 
promulgated wider this Bill: The 

wners will Si eqeenie ae the ibe 


ls to ioetntantica te: seth some mem- 
be of is Parliament. 


Se ee ‘RUSSELL. —I am nob pre- 
pared to say. In fact, I tell the honorable 
oe quite frankly ‘that I do not know ; 


. powers which they de not them- 
| possess. There wilt be nothing to 
ee joe a mone aia ae 

Psa of 


to. ap [ey By suidal ances in view, 
perhaps, of rapid developments in that 
art, 0: “a Leeds ne sane very Lilien 


pice KEATING (Tasmania) (5. 58). 


Tae not think the Administrator will . 


“a limited absolutely by the terms oF this 
. Jt says that he 


xercise and perform all powers and 


_fumetions that belong to his office according © 


to the tenor of his Commission, and according 


to such instructions as are given to him by 


_ the Governor-General. 
; Obviously, he will get a Commission, and 
also get instructions. 
any reason why the text of his Commis- 
sion or instructions.should be secret, As 
a matter of faet, in the concluding pages 
of Mr. Andrew Inglis Clark’s book on 
the Constitution of the Commonwealth— 
| refer to the late Justice Clark of Tas- 
‘a ania—there is published, I think, the 
_ text of sont /oheainein Patent and Instruc- 


land in New Guinea, and to 


Hah from time to tame under Ordinances 


- have 


ply the power of veto. 


“ean, 
motion to annul an Ordinance, 


Tt do not know of 


to aunul it; 
Guinea, 


be able to do so. 


lutely limited, in the exercise of hi 
functions, to the terms of this claw. 

Il was alluding to the Ordinances pp: 
vided for in the Bill, The Minister (Sen 
tor Russell) has said that the land policy 
will be determined by the Parlamen 
As a matter of fact, we shall have 
Ordinances hereafter promulgated dealin 
with the acquisition and disposition 
some extent 


they will contain provisions \which wi 
call for action. by the Administrator, 
that he will not only exercise and pers 
form all powers and functions under ‘the 
tenor of his Commission, but also certain 
powers and functions intrusted to him 


Be 


policy. . 
legislative power in 


What is it? 


regard to 
It will be sim- 
The Governor- 
General, that is, the Executive Council © 
of the Commonwealth, will frame Ordi- 


editions: 


nances which will have the force of law. 


In these Ordinances the Executive Council 
may adopt the laws of the Commonwealth 
or adopt them with modifications, - or 
make new laws, and Parliament will 
have the power of veto, within fifteen 


days of their having been laid on th 


table of either House. But Parlia- — 
ment cannot amend an Ordinance. a 
in the course S08 a debate on 
indicate 
its pleasure, and the Government there- 
after mav promulgate a new Ordinance 
giving effect to that expression of opinion 


The Minister has pointed out that. there! 
is usually critical oversight on the part. of 


some persons here in regard to all the: 

Ordinances. As far as the Northern T 

ritory is concerned, the people there have 
opportunity to get information concern 
ing an Ordinance in the time withi 
which it is competent for either House — 
but, in regard to New 
an Ordinance may be tabled 
here and become SA aeheaaly, oye 


fino of ‘its fia) so. that, 
desired to communicate with / member 
within the time allowed they would no 
It, would Blasio there- 





ae AMinduter! A said hae wae ‘ 


ek to” a power Ons vote: “over any — ( 


and 


Tudo i the circums stances I 


ave mentioned, : 

- Senator Russeny.—There 
communication and newspapers over 
there, so really they could get informa- 

ion almost as quickly as people ele; 

there. 


Senator KEATING. TON doubt, Aub 


possibly they would not realize the true 


significance of an Ordinance until the 


pportunity for moving to have it an- 
ulled had passed. 

‘Senator Witson. That might save a 
Lot. ‘of trouble. | 

Senator KEATING.—It might, bub i 
is just as well we should know the real 
position. 


Senator Benny.—Perhaps we could ex-. 


tend the time within which an Ordinance 
may be annulled. 


Senator Cox.—A steamer only takes 


hree days to reach New Guinea. 


Senator KEATING.—That may be So, 
ut I do not suppose that, immediately a 


1 


essel will be despatched with a special 


1ail to New Guinea to apprise the resi- 


Jents there of the new Ordinance. It may 


be that a mail will not be despatched 


inti] some time after the Ordinance has 
been promulgated, so that information 


May not reach the residents until the 


ime for annulment has gone by. I am 
Mot indicating that some other method 


should be adopted. .I am merely direct- 
‘ing the attention of hiode Honorable sena-. 
tors, who think that we have extensive. 


sislative: power or control over these 
Ordinances, to the fact that we have not 
the power they think. j 
Senator Russeri.—Then it might be a 
ood suggestion to provide for more time. 
There is no desire to work an injustice 
1pon any people — Mae , 
Senator KEATING. oe understand 
at. . We have to take into account the 
that may elapse from the tabling 
f a new Ordinance, until ‘information 
eaches the residents of New Guinea, so 
they may have an opportunity of 
ee with members of either 


ae rave to take these fie 


in the case of New | t 


is wireless | 
3 ee. hae Wohde be aisterg 


new Ordinance is promulgated, a special | 


~Qlause 13° ( ee. 23) sae 


wealth ree vi 


tor Russell) “remarked that the 5 
Islands were a suitable 80 much fo 


by sone diock companies, 

has had an experience SF heat 
dividends from the development of tr 
cal areas will quarrel with the Mini 
with regard to that statement. it 1 ‘ 
clause seems to bring under review the 
_ question " what the land ae x o 


mined by a special "Ase on 
Senator PRATTEN. “win ‘this b 


! question be dealt with by Ordinane 


in an Act of Parliament? _ 
Senator Russett.—The land poli ¥ 
will be laid down in an Act of Parliament, 
Senator PRATTEN,—I thank 1 
Minister for the information. T 
course will give Parliament an “oppo 0 


tunity to deal with a very vital ques 


Senator Russeri.—The Administ ion. 
will co- “operate with the Commonwee 
Government. We. shall give awa 


legislative powers in any shape or ‘fo ie 


‘Senator PRATTEN, — This om a 
will enable the Government to deal > 


the land question by. means con Ordin- 
ances. 


‘Senator Russe, — But 
would never agree to that. 
Senator PRATTEN.—I Mane 


“Par rome 4 


‘desire to supplement. the remark made 


by Senator Keating, that it is more sati 
factory for Parliament to deal with | 
questions by means of special Bills rat 
than by Ordinances, because, as a mat 


of experience, in the last Parliam 


saw how futile it was to give notic 


cerning the disallowance of some r gula- 


tions made under the War Precautior 

Act. Honorable senators will realize 

much more difficult it is to upse 

thing actually in ‘existence than i 

deal with a principle that is not. al 

embodied in an Act of Parliament ei 
Senator Keatinc.—The re 


4 under the his enn, een 


ly we had ‘only f 
ae deal | with 












sire s to eget) as Oni as Sone 


ing in connexion with the distance of 
these Territories from the Seat of Go- 
; vernment, Tt is quite possible that, there 
- may be, comparatively speaking, a large 
— white population in these islands, and 
oe hat! Ordinances promulgated by the Go- 
- vernment may be laid on the table, and 
ae honorable senators, not being so closely 
in touch with the Administration in these 





there, will allow them to pass notwith- 


wards are made from the white popula- 

tion whom the Ordinances would affect. 

‘Senator Russett.—They are no fur- 

‘ ‘ghee away than Tasmania:from the Pon 
of view of time. 


we not ‘so frequent. 

iesan - Senator Russe.t.—I am referring to 
a communication by wireless. 
Senator Keartnc.—We allow fifteen 
ae ae an which objection can be taken to 
regulations which afkect Uggs on the 
-mainiand. 


_. Senator PRATTEN. —Exactly, | and if 
wp there is an objection it can be spread 
- throughout the length and breadth of 
_ Australia through the medium of the 
press. In this case the people are not 
— 80. miles. from Australia, as one hon- 
_orable senator said, as that i is the nearest 
point to Papua. Speaking from memory, 
1% would take a fairly fast vessel a week 
to reach these Territories. Even if an 
Ordinance caught the mail the day on 
_ which it was iss ued, it would not reach 
_ Rabaul under six or seven days at the 
earliest, and it would not be possible for 
objection to an Ordinance to reach Mel- 
bourne within the fifteen days allowed. 
I rose particularly to obtain some in- 
formation from the Minister concern- 
ing the alienation or leasing of land, 
and I now understand that this question 
will be the subject of a special measure 
_ which will be brought before Parliament. 


__ Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 

‘President of the Executive Council) 
_ {6.10].—I understand the practice will be 
similar to that adopted in connexion with 
‘the land in Papua, Ordinances, generally 
_ speaking, are issued in connexion with 
Ys minor matters, and major questions of 
_ policy will come before Parliament for ap- 
: t proyal or Sa ABE I assume that under 
















hie measure we shall aa as we didi in ce 
the ‘points put forward by Senator Keat- 


this Parliament, and the laws so made 


HN Territories as are the white residents . 


° standing justifiable protests that after- 


- Senator | KEATING. pe the service is 


consult his colleagues with the idea of OX- 


is provided that “ no forced labour shall: 













nexion with Papua, and that important 
issues such as those relating to immigra- 
tion and land laws will be dealt with b 


will be, carried out by the Administra 
tor. 

Before the Bill is finally disposed ie ee 
shall look into the matter of the time for. 
which any proposed Ordinances shall be 
laid on the table of Parhament. I am, 
somewhat in sympathy with the views 
expressed by some honorable senators; 
but there must be some reason for the 
measure being framed as it is. I would 
point out that the time fixed is not fie . 
teen days, but. fifteen “ sitting ” days, 
and that usually Parliament sits for only 
three days in each week. 1 will consuls 
my colleagues and see if there is ny 
reason why the period should not be Kos) a 
tended. oe 

Clause agreed to. 

Clause 14 ( Ordinances)! 


Senator KEATING (Maa 16 we 
--In this clause, provision is made for. 
either House of Parliament to disallow an 
Ordinance within fifteen days after it ig 
tabled. If the clause is passed, do T 
understand that the Vice-President of the. 
Executive Council (Senator Russell) will 




















tending the period and probably amend. 

ing it? | 
Senator RUSSELL (Wisteria vie mh 

President of the Executive ha . 

[6.12].—I am prepared to do that, but [ 

do not.want that to be interpreted in such 


‘a way that honorable senators will think 


that the Government are in favour of an_ . 
alteration. If the clause is passed, I. will 
consult my colleagues; and if honorable’ 
senators still feel strongly on the matter, an 
and desire the question to be further con- 
sidered, I shall have the Bill reecommitted. 

Senator Krarrne.— With the idea of @ eX- 
tending the time. 

Senator RUSSELL.—Yes. 

Clause agreed to. 

Clause 15 (Guarantees). 
















[6.14]—This clause embodies our rf 
sponsibility under the mandate to the 
League of Nations, and in sub-clause 2 it 


be permitted in the Hee i ds would 


, ator Russet. Hees F pasate labour ” is 
hing that is not mutual: 


be a mutual agreement between. the em-— 
loye ane ee aouge 


aie phate cpmmpaniies or ver 
of from oe labour under: 


nla ee Sas The Teale 


which labour would be indentured. 


ie have to be ee reviewed by Par- 


os 


‘lause agreed to, 

16, schedule, 
acd to. 

reported 


rene 


oe and 


without amendment; 


“AGREEMENT. BILL. 
Hc), BEOOND Reapiva. 
a posited from 17th Si ptanieer 


é page 4722), on motion by Benatar: 


ving re he aves from the bulk- 
Oe, bondi 


There must. 


A ede no ae 


the erik or. ‘Sithgee oe ‘sys 
The primary reason 1s because the . 
ducers pict Lah the ede handlt 


the cost of pass nsed 3 in transporting th 
wheat to market. : 


Senator ane SELL. The cost ae baie 


to aah the pation in a . symm 
way for the information, shall 


connexion shee this. tee ee 
In another place it has been state | 
tis ise uel. or this Bill, has. 


at to ruck an (eit: as to jes 
addition of 6d. per bushel to the price of 
wheat. Tt has also been stated that, at 
ae low igi the Prewwar y 
system im vei ‘Austen wa | ae i 
per bushel; and it is further estimated 
that the cost of handling under 
scheme will be only 43d. per bushel. ) 
speaker in another slo! in the debs ate 
on this Bill, said ee ae Sula ere 


save the rpibeie: 90 per cent, oe ae 
their sacks. As the Western Austral 


farmers undertake. to. subseribe un 


pian in a ipeatinuniees manner, 
ise [ am always anxious that. the 
i. producer should recelve the 
m price for his rani 


‘Bill. one-third of the age mor y 
eventually will be es 


leah roughly ds. per Aushel it he e 
pinches of wheat ial rail le ir 








cand Te as. A es saa as ple via as” 


we can all legislation that comes before 


us, and particularly legislation that af- 


fects the primary producers. 1 direct 
_ the attention of honorable senators to 
three. points in connexion with the Bill 
_ <which are worthy of their consideration. 
- The first is that it is proposed that the 
Commonwealth shall lend to a private 
-gompany. ‘Honorable senators may, i 
_ they please, call it a eo-operative farmers’ 
company, but the fact remains thee it is 
_ -& private: company. 


os. 


‘ 


- place before the Senate, because, if hoo) 


Senator Witson.—It cannot be private 


Pata whee: ‘any one may go-into it. 

BO ie Senator PRATTEN.—+1 oe the 
ca honorable senator’s suggestion, and will 
Bey that it is an ordinary company, the 


game as any other joint stock oes 


formed to carry on business. 
Senator Russerr.—There is one im- 
__ portant difference, and that is that each 

2 shareholder i ig entitled to but one vote. 

Senator PRATTEN.—The precedent 

ve ane we have set up in connexion with 
the lending of money for the benefit of 
_ wheat farmers is that the States, and’ the 
_ States only, shall be responsible to the 
| Commonwealth for money lent for this 
. purpose. , 
ae Senator Drake- BES ees That is to 
gay, the taxpayers, which is the same 
_ thing, Teh it Mol ey. 

Senator PRATTEN.—Quite so. When 
the ‘Act of 1917 was placed on the statute- 
book for the purpose of advancing money 
to the States for wheat storage, a Com- 
mission was s supposed to have been created, 
with representatives upon it of each of the 
-. wheat-growing States. ~ But in spite 
not Commonwealth money being avail- 
_ able under the Act to each of the 
i wheat-growing States, only the State of 
















Act. As J understand the matter, there 








‘Western Australian farmers, or of the Go- 
vernment of Western Australia, to ap- 
proach the Commonwealth Government 
~ under the provisions of that Act. 

Senator Russzrx.—The honorable sena- 


applications from Western Australia, and 
on two occasions the matter was. brought 
before the State Parliament, and the pro- 
posal was defeated in ‘the. Teese 
Council on one occasion. 


New South Wales took. advantage of the 


‘was no’ move then on the part of the 


tor is entirely wrong. There were several 


| Gebense PRATTEN. leek, ana ee to 
accept the Miunister’s statement. Tt 


proves that the Parliament of Wes tern My 


Australia would have nothing to do wit. 
the scheme, which the Government of New 
South Wales took advantage of. . 

Senator Draxk-Brockman. —— ‘They 
have produced a much better scheme now 
in Western Australia. 

Senator PRATTEN.—That remains to 
be seen, I hope the honorable senator 
will be able to refute some figures I shall 





can do so, the Western Australian farmers | 
will have a very much better bargain 
under this scheme than I think they have. 
‘The second proposition worthy of the | 
attention of the Senate is that, so far as 
I ean see, the proposal is not likely to be 
payable to the farmers. The third point 
Iwish to make is that the risk of failure. 
will involve only the Commonwealth and 
the taxpayers of the Commonwealth, as 
they, under this proposal, will stand in the — 
position of advancing £2 for every £1 — 
raised by the farmers of Western Aus: : 





tralia. 


Senator pp Largre.—Whose money. was 


advanced by New South Wales to build MB 5 
the silos erected in that State? ate 


Senator PRATTEN.—The whole. of ee 
the money advanced was Commonwealth 
money; but it was advanced to the State, 
and the State was responsible for it, and. ts 
not an ordinary company. : 


Sitting suspended from 6.27 to 8 pa m. 


Senator PRATTEN.—When the site ae 
ting. was suspended, I] was remark-- — 
ing that the agreement’ between the 
Commonwealth and the Government of — 
New South Wales for the erection of 
wheat silos is essentially different from 
that which is now under review. In the 
former’ case, the Commonwealth lent to a 
State money for which that State became 
responsible, and upon which it has to pay 
interest, whilst in the latter, the Com: 
monwealth stands in the position of a de- 
benture holder in connexion with a com- 
pany consisting of private individuals, 
such company being limited by shares. 
As we stand in the position of a d 
benture holder in connexion with this com 
pany, and are lending £2 of the taxpayers’ 
money for every £1 that is privately. sub: 
seribed by the farmers, we occupy quite, a 
different position. from that which is oeeu- 
saa Paty the: rritiouttt Sela de aia of 

































































Danvers. company. 
ture holders lend £1 A ineay £2° sub- 


rig 





¢ en is” Tending £9 for eee £1 sub- 
oe and is, therefore, 
times the risk of the ordinary debenture 


Peat 


holder. 





~ Senator Witson.—But it 1s a case ae 


“the taxpayers lending to the taxpayers. 
Senator PRATTEN—lIt is a case of 
“ide taxpayers of New South Wales, who 
_ contribute half therevenueof the Common 
a wealth, lending to a section of the tax- 
ie “payers caf ahother State. Under the Wheat 
Storage Act 1917, the Government of New 
: ‘South Wales has built country and ter- 
oe ae silos, and has erected houses with 
ee a storage capacity of 22,000,000 bushels, 
oS oy a cost probably averaging about 1s. per 
_ bushel for storage bins, and 3s. 104d. per 








: TO Ghsvel fav uae working hansen at 
the termina! ports. But it must be 
. clearly understood that this expendi- 


_ ture merely provides for wheat  stor- 
“age, and does not cover the cost of any 
equipment or machinery for the work- 
ing of silos in the country. This equip- 
ment and machinery for the working of 
silos in the country and at the terminal 
“ports, will constitute a heavy additional 
cost in connexion with the starting even 
of the first stave of the bulk handling of 
wheat from ftw to. ship. 
- During his speech upon the motion 
or the second reading of this Bill, 
the Vice-President of the Executive 
Council admitted that the reason 
why the Western Australian Govern- 
uy Cae had not taken this matter up 
in the same way as did the New South 
Wales: Government, was that they-did not 
: "possess the requisite numbers:in Parlia- 
1 ment, 
OF jority of the members of the Western 
Australian Parliament do not believe in 
ie shouldering responsibility for this scheme 
ye they can get the Commonwealth tc 
shoulder it for them. 
Senator Witson.—But it was their con- 
Reto which prevented that. 

























this. Parliament has to consider whether it 
is good enough for it to do something 
vhich the Wi dieen Australian Parlia- 
ment has declined todo... 4) °° ’ 










Ordinal Riebeu : 


taking four 


Goiiescion watt its own famiers. 


up any money. DiS 


successfully 


That is an admission that the ma- the elevator system. 


‘Senator PRATTEN.—It is clear that 


‘Senator Russet. —The Government of 

Western Australia are giving the company — 

ul ee to reheat Sah upon ie vail-— ee cohol is. not seca 
way : : oT Cc ul: d ‘ 


“ite. own : people. — i 


yernment upon the matter, mat 
the farmers cunteritods i a | 


‘Senator Duncan.—The Governmen 
Western Australia are- co-operating W: 
the Commonwealth, but are not Pee : 
a, ‘ a 


‘Senator _PRATTEN. ae 


ing is Melboumis! upon Sou ee 
Canossa, and the success of their pl 
suse depending either a ge me He 


ae to save. the farmers. of We 
Australia the cost of their oe for, 


ihe grain “and the aeRacHNn bf ene 
handling. It also involves the bulk ‘ha 
ling of wheat on the farm. : 

“Tn the harvesting» of our wheat 
Australia, we do not ae 
methods which are employed © 
United States, where eps Cane 
dealt with Ue 


‘kn 


fashinned way, and Lames 
be taken from the farm to bia e 








markets, the pions of the bude me i ing 
of grain has not yet been brought ni 
operation. From ae oo to E 











that. Poo! Australia to “the o} 
Teale! i 








Saee PRATTE But California. 





Senator ‘Russpii.—They da not grow 
a a surplus of wheat in: Ame western parts 
poe America, 

Senator PRATTEN. —Does the Min- 
len say that they do not export wheat 
from the western parts of America? 


















vith wheat. 
Senator PRATTEN.—Only when the 
exigencies of the crop demand importa- 
‘tion, But wheat is exported from the 
ester Rha es | “ Cente is 


to Gas devant ila ph bulk-handling 
ystem but make use of bags. 

Senator Russerz.—Australian wheat 
thas been sold to California, It has been 


a ae PRATTEN Obey ents gener- 
| ily, the wheat so far exported from. Cali- 
fornia is gee in bags, and not in 









WSaasto pe Larcrs—How do ae 
handle wheat at Vancouver? 
' Senator PRATTEN, —This is a 
Shamber of review, and we ought, there- 
fore, to fully. consider the position with 
ch we are confronted, because there 
may ultimately prove to be involved in. 
_ this scheme not Jess than £1,000,000 of 

s Commonwealth money. 

i. LS mew) propose’ ©: to 
as Slone extracts from a 
oe has been submitted to 

Australian Government by Mr. E. 

A. Badcock, general manager of the 

~ South Australian ‘Farmers’ Co- -operative 

Union Limited. Mr. Badcock was sent 
‘ abroad in N ovember last upon an hon- 
-orary commission to inquire into the 

bulk handling and marketing of wheat. 

I am informed that he is a most. re- 

-putable citizen, and a fair-minded man. 

- Quoting from the South Australian 

Register, of 11th and last, he is 
thus reported— 

There is not the slightest doubt in my aid 
that, taking into consideration the methods of 
be harvesting, the climatic conditions, the long 
 haulages, and the numerous handlings neces- 
_ sary to transport the Canadian crop to the 
is seaboard, buik-handling is the only workable 

_ system for Canada. IT am quite certain, how- 

ever, that the Canadian system in toto is not. 


a the right way for our needs, but believe that. 
‘4 a modified en could: be introduced tor our 





a few 
which 
the South 


quote 
report 








' Senator Russert.—We supply Cee 


in Begs 


reated in bulk, and graded just as the 


-would ‘be wise on our part to send a ania 


In another part of his report these words ; 












. The cost would largely depend, ae eoutses 
on the original outlay for the erection of the 
elevator plant and storage bins, as interest. 
and depreciation charges "would need to be 
taken. intio account, the quantities of grain — 
handled ‘also naturally would affect the posi-> 
tion. If, for the sake of argument, it may be 
taken that terminal plants are erected at they, 
main shipping ports, the question should 
follow as to how the grain should be brought — 
to these ports, in bags or in bulk. 





Further on he sa 


y am convinced that bulk handling evcrene 
further consideration on our part, and I sug) 
gest that the Government should send a Com: i 
mission fully representative of all wheat. ny ; 
terests to Canada so that men who are. 
thoroughly | conversant, with the’ conditions 
existing in South Australia could see the bulk 
system in operation, and by comparing: costs | 
of handling, &c., come to a decision as to what. 
portions of the system are likely to benefit us Y : 
if introduced here. I am given to understand © 
that in. Victoria, where it has. already been. 
decided to install the bulk system, the Go- 
verninent are again considering the advisable-. 
ness of sending. away a similar Commission > 
to make firthee investigations before the aasuate 
building of elevators is commenced. J think it. 























mission, because I found much of the litera- 
ture I read concerning the elevator system og i‘ 
be somewhat misleading. ) : 
So much for the opinions of Mr. Badcock,” 
who is acknowledged to be a fair-minded — 
man, and an authority upon wheat. 
Tt is very desirable that some system 
of bulk-storing in Australia should be 
inaugurated and extended, if only to help 
save the losses that es been incurred — 
during the war. So far as the figures in 
dicate, Western Australia has come o 
very lightly as compared with the other 
three wheat-producing States. The figures 
show the loss to the Western Australia 
farmers, through weevils, mice, and a 
other causes connected with wheat 
stocks, at the low figure of 250. 000 
bushels over all the crops, whereas the 
real loss to the farmers of South Aus 
tralia, New South Wales, and Victori 
must ‘amount, by the time everything 1 
cleaned up, to nearly 18,000,000 bushels 
This, even at 5s. a bushel, would ENG 


£1,000,000 per year. it 
Senator Russetyt.—I think that is a 
tn estimate. | 















m ey up: ah na Wheat “Board’s figures, — i 
Hf is ng line yee iy deci saa ny agnes 






ibe Gyhigh! must amoun , in the 
of oe experts, — 6, 000, 006 





ein over all the crops, ie ha: 
is islias ahi ee Gucrite off sothing heen ‘credited ‘to the Foal, ca 
far, has yet to write off from 6,000,000 4,000,000 :bushels— | 
| ,000, 5000. bushels. Then, there has” | Senator RussEL. oh “The 
been an ‘acknowledged gain of weight in weight has been added to. the, fo) 
all the crops that went into the Pool, with ome of the States. 
the exception of the B crop. I think that Senator PRATTEN.. The pn: 
i i i ti t nee Y 
_ reasonably moderate estimate for the rited iscuad Joy dies) Beanie we mrad 


‘ loss. of that gain of weight, with which 
the Pool has not yet been credited, honorable senator is Chairman, do 


rc nearly 4,000,000 bushels. Honor- SRW th Hee ee. 
able “senators, if they go into Senator Riese ve they Hou V 
the question as I did, ane find that, toria has published a signed balance- e 
the gain of weight was about halt | - Senator PRATTEN.—The wheat figures 
‘ pound per bushel averaged. over which I have here, and which I have ver 

all the crops except the B crop. In closely analyzed, have not a word in them 
addition to that, immense quantities - in connexion with the gain in weight. oe : 
wheat have eet sold in New South’ they. say is that the summary of the sea~ 
Wales as “gecond rate, down to 6d. per sons ig 504,948,000 bushels, and that the 
bushel for pig feed, and have been number of bushels for which certificates 
debited to the Pool as full bushels. I have been issued amounts to 503, 544,000. 
ae a am entitled to say that a con- The figures I have repeated ta the 
sid. ister regarding wheat losses 


16,700,000 bushels, to vee “mus 


















iner 










































hi 2 unieks capa the Minister called ex- quality, from ‘the Georgeson “contract 
oe Luba an actual fact. New South Wales down to the pig fe 
4 that sold sometimes at 6d. a bushel 


my own personal knowledge. 
I do not think there’ sell ever 
again the conditions of the war where 


Me ele and whereby we had accumulated two 
“some ey Hind tation’ of the seat position three or four years’ stocks of wheat, w 


Hes, of gave se as my uueaes in this oat being able to Pip it nna be bene a 















_ Bie: to the) water to-day than. alee. was 
ttalia owing “to” the mice hie A ‘the the war. I believe the erection of ii 
weevil | trouble, thefts, and the deprecia- storage bins will do a great deal to. 
of een would amount. Ly in the us against further | “mice tote” : 












| f the rapid dace nase: lof the | b 
figures that can be more mae pest, but I am not convinced j that 
1ecked than the estimate I made twelve a complete bulk- handling scheme, s 
hs ago, and get about 18,000,000 is proposed by the Western Aus 
ushels of loss, which: in my Layee is a farmers, is yet suitable for Aust 
astimate to-day. pd hae PEE ee With. regard to the. ; 


rate or Russent.—I ‘have ‘not a would direct attention to an 
the 18, 000,000 bushel estimate was made ah few? y sai ago ; a connexion 
: I think. I should be hig a the Lanenatny chit fe eae oe 
a comple u andling o PE 
to deol ar bane statement, scheme provided for the erection o 
terminal elevators and 120 co ) 









































Neale ieoatare 














| a tively small. crop than. by» the ee 


2 


64—40,000 bushels .. 3,28 
| 34—50,000 bushels. .: (BP 
22—60,000 bushels | ng 4,10 
Terminals. : Ge A 
| Outer Harbour. - 3 158,195 

| Wallaroo 143,460 

| Port Pirie 121,580 

000 | Port Lincoln 108, 320 

Box Trucks, ‘ 
300 -. 300,000 































i . y cue 








ng. Pika in one fcuah the) coun- 
try storage silos to the ship. It was given 
IY ned rs, Metehlf and Company, and 


ne ene There was no 
























alian i the Coa expendi. 
of £800,000 under this Bill in 
Australia. for the equipment of 
ete: elevator system will provide 
sent cost a capacity of only about 
00 bushels in all. 

New South Wales basis of cost, 
shilling per bushel for “storage 
ane st of £800, 000 will provide 
. “Western <Austraha for 
000 ice but there is a long 





eomplete equipment for bulk handling. 


‘required by the barriers on the farm, and 





the silo at the. ‘railway station, and fill 
the bags from the silo at the railway 
station again to transport Py rail and 
ip. 

"Senator DE fete ee we all. 
Senator  PRATTEN.—Where am 
My areument is obvious to’ 
q Ha Le class. So far as Tee 
: approximately, the cost 


hee nae maa 


If silos only are built, bags will still be 


: not, correct. 


to go. after storage is provided to. 


©. for, the: ship. ‘The process will be to fill” 
i the; bags at. the farm, empty them into 


! 


in- 


the pooh of the Oise by. 


selling. the 


rect, and not merely an assertion. 


‘did the British Government ask | you 
what reduction you were going to make 


Hansard records 


‘missioner, of box waggons for conveying 
the, wheat from country stations to the 
terminal point, so that a large expend 


things, 


A sinking fund will have to be set asid 





nae In di bares the. ore n 








aaving in this a Now 
gard to bags. Taking them to 
5d. per bushel, which is an ackno 
high price, the bags are weighed 
wheat, and at oe 

bushel the farmer would: get a re 
over the bulk handling return, of ‘44d 
per poe. as ey. in. England 0 


ay in ‘bulls, hich means another 
ai bag. : 

Senator Russet. That; 18 ee an as 
sertion. I give you my word that it is 









Senator PRATTEN.—I where: ! 
prove later on that amy figures ate cor 





Senator Russmrt.—L am not. plaming 
the honorable senator, bub we ae as 
much to-day in bulk as ever we. geP, 
bags. 

Senator PRATTEN. Phen ‘he ee 
suggested shipping wheat in bulk, wh 





Senator Russeru. oo hep did tex: as 
that? It is news tome. | 

Senator PRATTEN.—The _ Wietoma 
the State. Minister f 
Agriculture (Mr. Oman) as saying so. Th 
building of wheat elevators will mean 
also the building, by the Railways. Com 








ture will have to be incurred to do thes 
in addition to the things tha 
have been done in New South. ‘Wal 


and if only £1,000,000 is spent on a con 
plete system in Western Australia, in 
terest ab 6 per cent., plus depreciati 
5 per cent., will mean that a total 
atag ,000 el Mia will have: to be e 


in connexion wa the on , 
. Senator, PER IGn: cea rem enyby oe 


traffic seals . 

Senator - PRATTEN. wo Ves 
eh have to. be 
the yheat tr ini 


ne a. 
specially buil 
ee Hon farmer 

















o another 24d. per bushel. 










the crop is a comparative failure? The 
scheme then will not pay working — ex- 
penses. | 

There is another thing to be considered. 
Although a good deal has been said about 
the facility for loading ships in bulk, and 
the saving in wharf labour as against 
handling in bags, it has to be proved | 











wheat through the tropics on a six or 
eight weeks’ voyage to England. We 
cere. not sure yet whether wheat will re- 
tain its good condition in bulk over that 
a bf time. 

Senator Russz.. We are sure, be- 
cause we have sent an experimental ship- 























experimental shipment of 600 tons in the 
Persic. That is all you know about it. 
You have not yet sent a ship-load of 
wheat to England, so it is impossible to 
say whether the wheat will retain its good 
condition in bulk or not, 
‘Senator Harte.—What is the difference 
between a shipment of 600 tons and 6,000 
vitens 
Senator PRATTEN.—I will tell the 
honorable senator. A shipment of 600 
tons on a 10,000-ton vessel would be sent 
in one compartment, The experiment — 

















in oe Bie ber of diflepene Senene 

> Senator PRATTEN.—Of. course it 
would. But it has not yet been proved 
that climatic and sea-carriage conditions 
are suited to the carriage of Australian 
wheat in bulk. It has not yet been shown 
that. the wheat will not deteriorate en 
route. But if it is shown that wheat will 
eas in bulk, we have to remember that 
























be lined with timber before it can be 
made. available for bulk shipment, and 


ay ae ‘and, so in as I am. infoniued, 
it must be imported. The time occupied 






will: sally etree any saving 


of (in in loading under the elevator sys-. 
‘Under ae Soto apogee! pre- 


110,0 000 | a hike I eoferad will 1 anion Tes “ 
What will — 


the Western asaralinn farmers do when — 


that we shall be able successfully to ship ” 


“Senator PRATTEN.—You only nae an 


Bet or to be made is a full RMN 


every ship that comes here for wheat must. 


te in lining and in Waa shift-. 


Ly eae 


nal aedirecie | it. Herr “fall. sci i 
mers who grow the wheat. ‘Thi 
nage, I am further informed, is\.8 
ear timber at the other end, and s 
























‘de 7s. 6d. per bushel for be Ba , the 
farmer will ea rae dota with ae 

























pe of a! per inital, and. shee 
in Tan dion | the interest and depreci 
on the capital cost of the silos and. 
tors, which will eo) as ne ii ee 


Shawty ie be a ir Pea in 1 vane 
to the farmer oi 2d. Per his 


mers, Tk seems to me on Hib idence 
that they will obtain no mene 
fit by its adoption, — I am not 
ing against co- operation by the fa 
at all, but I want to point out, as 
think T aan Yeas to do as ong Oo 





There | does nob seem, to be sufficient 
formation available as to the poter 
success of bulk wheat: handling in. 
‘tralia for export. After all, of co 
ey of ie ea) in silos is better : 















in the ‘tsbhelse ep the ‘Westerll s 
lian: farmers — ‘themselves, that th 
lay of the ‘Commonwealth can be | 











ania in order to draw plans for, and 
_ supervise the erection of, a complete bulk- 
: Digan sd Syeotr for wheat in every wheat- 
growing | State. But the work they have 


done for New South Wales has not been 


pers satisfactory. I noticed the other 
week | in the farmers’ 
"paper, The Land, any, article headed 
ee Country Grain Silos. Faults in Con- 
| struction. - Belated Discovery. Engi- 
neer’s: foe ” [should like to quote 
some remarks that were made by Mr. 
Beeby, in the New South Wales Parlia- 
ment, in connexion with the erection of 
wheat silos in that State, as reported in 
the Sun newspaper — 











































i Mr. Beeby submitted his the acquiescence 
of the Government in the payment of 14 per 
cent. _ supervision charges on the. cost of the 


the agreement arrived at. 

-\ He: ‘said the original Teasdale Smith contract 
 eaused serious dissension in the Cabinet. The 
- House some years ago passed a Bill authoriz- 
ing the erection of certain wheat silos. Under 
the provisions of that Bill, Metcalf and Co. were 
intrusted with the duties of lal ealbad ta engi- 
neers, . iN 

Dey: were Sait £20, 000 for their plans. They 
were also, under the agreement, entitled to a 
supervising charge of Ii per cent., but the con- 
tract was drawn in such a way that, it practi- 
( sally | gave them the right to 14 per cent. com- 
mission on any silo which at any time there- 
after, might be built in New South Wales. 
It was an agreement to which the Govern- 
Bs ment. must give honorable adhesion; but, later 


erection. of the silos. When the period of dis- 

ruption’ existed, owing to the retirement under 

pressure of certain members from the Labour 
party, this country was in a state of flux, poli- 

tically. 

i Practically no Government existed for some 
% . days. But during that period of uncertainty, 


tion ofa Coalition Government, a contract was 
Belper by the present Minister for Agriculture 
for the erection of certain wheat silos at a cost 
estimated in various ways. The contract was, 
Fe clae one on was not enforceable at 
aw. be Be 


¥ 


Senator px Ween There is nothing 
In that against the workmanship. — 


2 of Metcalf and Company got £20,000 
from the New South Wales. Government 
for plans for silos, and since they got 


on the authority of The Land, the 
farmers’ paper, that. faults in Guaneihe 
have been discovered. : 





d Company fee come are, fro : 


vising the expenditure on the works 


representative 


| terminal elevator was a breach of the spirit of 


/for a report. 


“on, certain questions arose dealing with the 


We when negotiations were going on for the forma-— of a terminal elevator, which, probably : 


- Senator PRATTEN.—No, but this firm 


the contract of supervising, we have it — 


Beau DE | Lanore at very unreliabl 
authority, = 

Senator Russern. — What prea 
honorable senator mean? Does he mean 
that Metcalf and Company are super 



















Senator PRATTEN.—I mean that 
they have been engaged by the Government 
of New South Wales to supervise | the 
work, and to see that the erection of the 
silos is carried out in a workmanlike 
manner. | 
. Senator Russety.—Let me tell the hae vy 
orable senator that the State Government 
have their own inspectors, and there is a 
Commonwealth inspector as well. if 

Senator PRATTEN.—I know, and the 
Minister knows, that there was a good 
deal of controversy in New South Wales 
when Metcalf and Co. got this contract. 
He knows, also, that there has been pres- 





“sure in this city, by city men, to give 
‘Metcalf and Co. the contract for the erec- — 


tion of wheat elevators for bulk esis 
in Victoria; but, so far, the Victorian | 
Cocaine hepe. evicted the allurements 
of the scheme, and have spent only £1, 500 
In South Australia, Line 
ever, Metcalf and Co. also got £20 ,000 
for ‘plans, and something in addition. 
This firm, so I am informed, are behind — 
the scheme which we have before us to- 
night. Up to the present they have obs. 
Lea £60,000 or more from the various | 
States of the Commonwealth in econ- 
nexion with this scheme of bulk handling, - 
Senator Wirson.—They are clever. 


Senator PRATTEN,—Yes, they are : 
clever to get £20,000 from New Sauehie 
Wales for six country plans and the plan 
























they have had in Aarne in Canada. « 


Senator Witson.—And the same plans 
will be largely used all over Australia. 

Senator PRATTEN.—That is so. val 
do not want to criticise State administr 
tion, but theactivities of this firm have 
some bearing on the subject at issue. ae 
understand there is a strong probability 
that, if this Bill goes ae Meteal 


tae ‘been done. ye My 


ae sr aie 





Beater DE se Is. that, again, on 
“the, authority of The Land newspaper! 
- Senator PRATTEN.—No. It is on 
a athe. authority of records in connexion with 
the New South Wales wheat inquiry. I 
' do not wish to pursue this matter further, 
but. the interjections have been pertinent, 
and I hope my replies also haye been to 
the point. 

Senator ve Larcre—But I question 
The Land newspaper as an authority. 
Senator PRATTEN.—Then I may in- 
| form my honorable friend that The Land 

is the official organ of the Farmers and 
s Settlers A ociation of New South Wales. 
Mis a reputable, and imdbed the leading, 
—hewspaper in connexion with the primary 
‘production of my own State. JT am proud 
“to read it. Tt has a large circulation, 
and, ws one of the representatives from 
New South Wales, I should hesitate very 
much. before saying that it is a small and 
“umrepresentative paper. In any case, 
The Land was instrumental in getting 
100,000 votes for Mr. Falkiner as a can- 
: didate for the last Senate election. 

‘Th answer to an interjection made 
hor in the evening, | shall read an ex- 
‘tract from the Victorian State Hansard, 
“page 1232, where Mr. Oman, the Minister 
OE Agriculture in the Victorian Parlia- 
ment, is reported as having said— 





i Only yvecently the farmers’ representatives, 
dh meeting assembled in New South, Wales, 
. condemned the silo, lock, stock, and barrel, as 
built in that State. The farmers in Western 
Australia have asked the Commonwealth Go- 
yernment for assistance to build their silos. in’ 
a co-opetative manner. In South Australia, 
the same position is being put up. There is 
no objection to such a proposal here, if the 
farmers desire to build’ the silos. When we 
offered to ship. grain in bulk to Great Britain, 
vat the time when so much was being said of 
“silos, the British Wheat Commission said they 
would not take our wheat in bulk unless. we 
mould allow them for the bags. 


Senator Russeri.—That, is not wheat. 

Senator PRATTEN.—In other words, 
ee we would quote a lower aes for 
wheat in bulk, they desire to Have it in 
bags. Peau 


~ Senator Russeii.—The honora able sena-—* 


tor previously referred to wheat, and now 

he. ‘Says that an allowance 1s desired in 
Monnexton with bags. 

“Senator PRATTEN —! nothing 

ue the sort, but stated that the same price 

eould 1 not he ‘obtained in Europe for wheat 


DBS UNt “4 
Mab 






recently. been selling at 8s. a quarter above that. 


“in bulk fetches 14d. less than wheat in. bags 


the shipment of wheat in bulk is that 


dn bulk a as could be chine: for wheat 1 pate 



























































al ee ‘Ome Andee that 
he says that the British Wheat. Oo mm 

sion would net take their wheat in bul 
unless there was an allowance for 
bags. Mr. Oman goes on to sey : 


To-day a bag weighing 21 Tbs. répresents, 
at 3d, per Ib., 7éd. Australian wheat has 


of other countries. It»is admitted that wheat. 


That. represents 43d. a bag, which, with ad, 
makes 128d. ¢ 
I should like to now, whether all. t 
shares in this company will be contribu 
ing shares, how this advance by the Com- 
monwealth can be made. preferentia 
what check there is going to be in co 
nexion with payments to. so-called bu 
handling wheat experts, what amortiza- 
tion is provided for, and the security that. 
will be offered. to the Commonwealth 1 
the event of the failure of the scheme. — 

Senator Russprz.—That is all in ee 
Bill. 4 

Senator PRATTEN—1I fe not cae n 
anything. in the. direction, ‘1 hay 
indicated, If the Western Australi 
farmers default im the matter of interes 
at 6 per cent. they are to be charged 10 
per cent. It seems that the two poim 
that specially damn bulk handling ane 
first, the inability to ship wheat in bul 
aus cheaply as in bags, and the failure to 
save anything by attempting to eliminate 
the use of hags. The second point against 


fit up a ship carrying 10,000 tons.of whe 
would cost at least £3. 000, which wou d 
be 2d. per bushel on bulk cargoes, a 
there would not ‘be any saving in the 
despatch of such steamer, as the time 
saved in loading would he taken up bh 
lining the holds. Further, at. least fror 

15 per cent. to 20 per cent, of the bulk | 
cargo would Have to be carried in bags 

stiffening purposes, as underwriters’ ae 
ditions would have to be observed before 
the cargo could be’ insured. Empty bags 


2G worth a good pappariion in England 


ye Ly substitute in bags on es farm. Ma's 
cost more than any possible saving that, — 
can be made, and our conditions of hare 
_vesting will necessitate the uge ‘of bags 
containers. onthe farm. No bulk re 
way. trucks have been built to handle 1 
erain eer lharuaated, no Mespef 20 





Cans owing to stip: 


| ity will require ge of the ‘ote 
ee i of wheat in the erop as the 
p operation: of cutting and threshing 
rey in six weeks from date of 





i ‘PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
The -honorable 
rs. ‘time has Ero . 
nsion, of time granted, — 

CA ORS ae PRATTEN— +L thank the 
Hes ‘Belato fos its forbearance and considera- 
tion. Ihave almost completed my argu- 
ments, and I am grateful to be able to con- 
Bice what I have to say. 
is Sex gta Russst. —Did ye honorable 

















a aed PRATTEN, — No evan 


eae at trucks. have been built in New South 










0 Uoshiee such a schéme the Western Aus- 
tralian. railway authorities must construct 





- farmers: must also have box carts to enable 
_ them: to earry their wheat from the farm 
i the railway aang or adopt some other 
wil “plenst the cost. ee ‘therefore, West- 
— has a crop of 15, 000,000 
_ bushels the silo and elevator capacity. re- 
quires” to be capable of dealing with that 
quantity. at once, and with such varied 
(i ae as Western Australia has grown 


the ascertained maximum or too small if 
ones upon the minimum. It must. be 
- remembered, in connexion with the bulk- 
_ handling problem in operation in Canada 
and the United States of America, that 
We in addition to wheat huge crops of barley 
and other cereals are put through the 
- elevators, which practically enables them 
‘to work for the greater part of the year. 
All the evidence seems to point to the 
present being a most inopportune time to 
_ bring im bulk handling. The conditions 
bo aan Western Australia, with a 10,000,000 
We _ bushel average oD and our export mar- 





















a lensedtion: i hiltetent Hei those of 
; Canada with a 300,000,000 bushel 
crop, eae the dactoues States Miter a 


: 


t rs nada and “the United. States of 





‘into four different States bea fon 


Wales for handling wheat in bulk, and to. 


trucks: to carry the wheat in bulk, and the 


during the past five years, eithgr the 
ee elevators would be too large if built for 





A aton tse Pinal hes, tha Wee ‘or 
system must be a success, but here we 
may have small crops with a comparatively, _ 
small aggregate for Australia, and t 

comparatively small aggregate is split uj 




















miles apart. 


Senator Duncan.—It has been anid that " 
the Canadian elevators do not pay unless — 
they. are filled and emptied bbe eh Lait 
year. 

Senator PRATTEN. ae PoM 
torian farmers themselves last week passe 
a resolution in connexion with a prop 
to bring the system of bulk handling in 
force to the effect that they wanted a 
report. from an independent tribunal, 
and pending the receipt of that report 
they would postpone the consideration of 
the question until the next annual meet 
ing to be held in 1921. I do not think 
the bulk handling system for A : 
is all that it as represented x 
be by experts from other omnes 
The first cost. is heavy, and the in- . 
terest, maintenance, depreciation, and 
sinking. fund charges will be exceed- 
ingly high on the comparativel 
small amount of wheat Western Aus- 
tralia exports.. On. the expenditure 
£1,000,000, it will be a first charge o 

Q4d, per bushel to. the farmers of Western 
Australia, and under no set of cireuni: 
stances can I see that the Western Aus 
tralian farmers will gain by carrying ou 
the scheme onaibee in this Bill. On 
the contrary, I believe it will prove 2 
heavy burden to them. From the stand 
point, therefore, of the Commonwealth. 
we are lending money in. the proportion 
of £2 to £1 to a private company, 
shareholder in that company being oul 
responsible for the value of the shares } 
takes up. In the event of a drought yea 
there will be no- revenue, but huge | 
nenses, and 1f, as a business proposition, 
this: scheme is, as I fear it will be y 
Fran failure, who is. to \ carry th 
baby?” Being a private company, t 
State of Western Australia canoe ie 
held responsible, and the only safe thing — 
for the Commonwealth Government to a 
is to wait until such time ag it, has been n it 
aseertained whether the New. ‘South i é 
Wales experiment, upon which the Com- 
monwealth will be called upon to fin . 
eo) £4 1250, 1000, is suceessful or ot 































Ptah sy ee 

















honestly say that if I were a Western 


should 20 towards taking up shares in 
proposed company. Not because the 


any way wish to discourage co-operation 


believe it will be a disappointment 
nder present circumstances. , 

To my friends, the leaders of the 
mers, I would say, “ Wait a bit, in- 
estigate further, make quite sure ‘that 
your figures are right after taking all the 
facts into consideration, not only on the 
















sale abroad.” I cannot recall a proverb 
more apropos to the present position 


ind he who goes safely goes far.” 

Senator DE LARGIE (Western Aus- 
‘tralia) [9.0] i could have wished, for 
Senator Pratten’s sake, that he had pro- 
duced some more reliable. authority, for 
the statements he has made in opposition 
“to this proposal than the tainted source of 
he Land newspaper. We know that 


cently in New South Wales, and was 
illed upon to pay damages for defama- 
on of character. The same news- 
* some time ago, made a. state- 
-eoncerning Mr. Hughes, 





honorable. gentleman made when on a 
‘ visit: to the Old Country, for the sale of 











ne me that my. genes was: poate 





daa on peels Fie heal eal ty e 
: ree this niente to the Western 


reme Nenporbarios. to them. As. a “never We ppent et nor has there ber 


usiness man of some experience and with — 
pianeieise of finance, I sincerely and 


ustralian farmer, no money of mine 
‘Dunean will admit that. i have som 


objects | are not desirable, or because I in made against it. 
and | self-help, -but because as a business. 
proposition. to the man most concerned | 


charge against the Prime Minister, whi 


farm and at the port, but the transit and — 


of ‘that ind. 
than. “He who goes slowly se safely, 


“a similar purpose in New South W: 


that newspaper was before a Court re- of Nei 


m™ to the 
effect that the contract which that right 


ie Australian wheat, was at a price which - 
Tess. than could have been secured at i 
1 val Lees that statement in 


_ Commonwealth money. 


lent to the State of N ew South Wale 


ns i the newspaper, SB was a letter 







for tL. ‘0 ie as I oh my. pr 









cerning Mr. pen which a Peaabdih d. 
That is the sort of newspaper ‘upon whi he 
Senator Pratten has relied, 






and Senator 





ground for making the charge T ha re 






Senator Donen. They were AL 















puvee DE LARGIE. ee nee 









T challenged; and, so far as 1 know, they | 
have never published the. letter in Me q 











Tt is Zasher questionable taste om 


a silence he haerved: concerning 
scheme for the expenditure: of money 


He allowed that to cee without, a y 











eit wy Suh atie: reek was ‘ 
en a proposal was made for the « © 










persene, oA for te expenditure si . 





Senator Pratrren. RRs ae mon ae 






T am prepared to support the lendii r of 
money to the State of Western Au ralia. 
for the same purpose. __ oh 
Talat ners LARGIE —It 

















4 weal mo ey has been Aasted to a nonin ; 
; hire in providing for it in New South 
Wales than. is proposed under this scheme 
in Western Australia. The honorable 
|  genater was silent all the time that Com- 
menwealth money was being expended in 
New South Wales. Evidently it was good 
enough to waste. the money of the Com- 
monwealth there, but when the honorable 
senator believes ‘that a proposal is made 
to waste it in some other State he kicks 
up a terrible hullabaloo about it. How 
5 ieee we accept the guidance of an honor- 
able senator who has acted in that way ? 
Senator Prarren.—Surely there is a 
- difference between lending money to a 
State Government and to a private com- 
Pe nator ‘DE LARGIE Ps are not 
hy dealing in this Bill with a private com- 
_ pany, but with persons engaged in the 
ii greatest industry in Western Australia, 
oe are prepared to work co- operatively 
‘ to supply themselves with the best means’ 
ae handling their wheat. They are in 
every way as responsible as is the Govern- 
ment of New South Wales. 
_* Senator Witson.—They are the people 
_ who produce 86 per. cent. of the wealth 
vt Western Australia. — 
‘Senator DE LARGIE.—In view of the 
sat which Senator Pratten has 
made against the bulk handling scheme, 
I want to know how he can condone the 
-erime of squandering public money upon 
such a scheme in New South Wales. If 
the honorable. senator is right in what he 
thas said this evening, it is very hard to 
~ reconcile hig silence concerning the spend- 
ing of Commonwealth money in New 
‘South Wales for the erection of elevators 
and silos with what one might expect from 
an honorable senator who professes to be 

























8G anxious about the proper expenditure | 


of public money. I could have appre- 
eiated the honorable senator’s arguments 
on this Bill more if I did not know that 
he had allowed a larger sum of Common- 
Se wealth money to be spent in his own State 
without any protest or warning, and he 
makes his. protest only when it is pro- 
_ posed to spend money in the same way 
. _ elsewhere. 
_ If the wheat-growers did not show their 
_ approval of this scheme I could understand 
Senator Pratten having doubts as to whe- 
' ther. it would be advantageous to them or 
not. The fact that the Western Austra- 
cn aise farmers are to find one- -third 











wen, 1920, 


- of Hie money ea to give efieee 


-am doubtful about anything I hear from ahs 


When he was quoting from some source 0: 





it Agreement} Bill. 










this proposal before any money is spent 
by the Commonwealth should be a suffi. 
clent guarantee to us of their faith in ib. 
If these people who ought to know, and 
who, I think, do know their own busine 
best, are satisfied to enter upon a scheme a 
of this kind, we should not hesitate much 
when we are asked to help them along, 
especially when we often proclaim our ud. 
herence to the great principle of co-opera- 
tion which we hear so much about, but 
which evidently quite a number of people 
are ready to advocate, but hesitate to put 
into practice. Why did not Senato 
Pratten ask the aioe of New South 
Wales to put their good money into silos 
erected in that State? 

Senator Wuitson.—On the suatemeriea 
the honorable senator has made to-night, 








he would have been misleading them if, ‘ ‘ 


he had done so. 

Senator Prarrmn.—Did not Mr. ere 
say that the contract was signed befora 
there was any possibility of stopping it? 

Senator DE LARGIE.—They say so | 
many things in New South Wales that I 





that State. From my knowledge of poli- 
tics and business dealy in Sydney, I da 
not go very strong upon anything that — 
comes from that quarter. I can only say 
that the less we hear of Sydney deals in 
connexion with wheat or anything else, 
the better. ‘ 
Senator Prarren.—Silog included ! 
Senator DE LARGIE.—Yes, silos ink 
cluded, if what Senator Pratten has told, 
us is true. I notice that the honorable 
senator seemed to insinuate that in con- 
nexion with the erection of silos in New 
South Wales a commission or some other 
form of payment was made to a certal 
body of contractors, but that the honor- 
able senator did not suggest that any de- 
fective work had been “done by them 




























another—was it The Land neta | 

again ? 
Senator Pratrzen.—lI think that M 

Oman is the last authority I quoted. 
Senator DE LARGIE.—I am not Ye 


ferring to the tng tanet from Mr. ‘Oma ’ 





delaying action in the matter until som. 
further report on the subject. is presented. 


a Royal Ramm weion that ingiined: fale the ue 
Pay 


question of the bulk handling of wheat in } 
Vetere That. report contains a , number a 





ye 
a 


hos commendationg all in. 
ek Secice | system. 


es at 


people A that State to pee aaria the 
cation of the system of bulk handling 


other States. New South Wales had the 
cipal leita: to ba earenang a veRy 


Pe at a ‘bal boon filed: wink aie 
- would have been smashed to 
ithereens. : 

Jenator DE LARGIE. had is the 
lonorable senator’ s 
atement!? — 

Senator Duncan. ithe statements made 

by farmers in New South Wales.. | : 

Senator DE LARGIE.—Has the honor- 
ble senator investigated the truth of the 

ements for himself ¢ 

Senator Duncan.—In one 
tances, yes. Silos I know of, and could 

, are leaking, and are not fit to put 
in into, and I believe that they were 
by the firm that it is proposed shall 


A out. these works in Western Aus- 


ry fot: firm. 


i eae , oe The apse of 


Mek caps in P Wows Bound ‘Wale 8 eae not 
filled, and I can scarcely credit such a 
I should like to have some 


more convincing authority for it than a 


ssing remark “by the honorable senator. 


‘his co-operative effort on the part of 


e bigs Australian farmers is one 


I think, 


ee We know from our ia tn 


enerahip and ob operon are pub fie 
td as the only means to enable us to 
S68. ully ‘solve the problem of labour 
ties There are men supporting this 


€ y few persons woul nndkeniee we am 


n a she ne EN og Dees shi 


ree eneionin and any 
vith land settlement. knows the 


hear that from the | 


authority for that 


-or two ae 


it is our duty to. en-— 


one ace ; 
wheat-produeing i countries - 


| » dike New prot 
Wales has suffered a little disap- 
‘po tment in sip ata: with the alps 


sn looked reel their own « comfor 
devote that. money to the erectio 
cent houses in which to live. _ 
Senator Prarren.>We > 
they are doing it sincerely, cLeaeeney 
Senator DE LARGIE a am gla 
honorable senato 
These men have investigated the sche 
forthemselves,and are putting their m 
ie it as a. proof of their yeas. 


believe 


agree to aa them ioe we Tigia alres 
agreed to lend money to the State 
vernments to carry out similar — 
When these pore put their own 


we | have’ nalped State ‘Governments 
am de fete ae a novice in 80 ee 


aan ei ation from this Pasliam 
we passed through Canada. 


Hautes: was s offeved to us by he Canad 


which are to be fond at. the: prin 
grain ports. I am sry a 20 one 


made. to us was in favour te the elev vat 
tae i 


bea anh Bs of our Glee 


were naturally anxious to present our 


country’ in as favorable a light 


sible to the other Dominion — 


ase leans haa. Senonin —wheat-— 

producing country would ever dr am of 
using it. They demonstrated to u hat ' 
the adoption of the elevator system would | 
result ina saving of 100 per cent. 1 
wheat farmers. They took us to giga 
elevators, six or seven stories: high, whi 
are fit tted with appliances for 
wheat from the ship into the 


; and from ‘the. elevators into a 


where the grain yis ground in 
They mentioned the smile 





Unless | we are. Canepa teal 4 
1 operation ae Port. comsthing in the direction I have su 
‘ Aiba and else- gested, I fear that as soon as the pric 
tly satisfied that it is of heat drops, we shall have a decrea ex 
: Me if we can adopt. Since area under’ wheat in Australia. a ae) 
n gees to recollect that the cost of result, not merely the farmer, but the 
vs has increased. ‘by about 200 per cent. whole community will suffer. Abou agi 
§ bags could be purchased for only commodities that we can sell’ are 
. per dozen, whereas last harvest OUT wheat, our wool and our meat. f 
t from 16s. 6d. to 17s. per dozen. We cannot put our wheat upon the world’s 
cost of handling our wheat under market at a cheaper rate than we are 
| doing, there will be a greatly dimin ed 
a Aone ae er cont. area under wheat in Australia as soon 
than the cost of the elevator system ch i if ree Ae 
nada during 1916, if we add to that 8 {he price of wheat declines. 
: a Agen 1 a of ey a does not tiene that the-price. sill aoe 
oi hat ep raion oe would (down for three or Zour, years® (74 
ected by the inauguration of the - Senator DE LARGITE It is. very | 
ndline metho d. That method has ficult to say how long the present. price 


will be maintained. TI hope that it. will 
actised in so many countries for be maintained for 4 very long time, 


the price of wheat only remains in the. 
region of 6s. or 7s, per bushel we ¢a 
Aus- successfully compete with other wheat 
: ve so far removed producing countries. It has been con 
ie markets of the world, ' clusively shown that the co-operative: 
st ‘yecognise that he will always principle amongst agriculturists has kept 
i a disadvantage as compared other countries well to the fore,» Little 
i th his competitors. There is no other countries like Denmark, Holland an 
| rr who has to pay so much freight Switzerland would never have been abl 
is grain. There is only one other to compete with the trade of the worl 
t ys namely, the Argentine Republic, but for their co-operative agricult 
which is approximately even half the dis- CO@cerms, and we may reasonably antici 
tane ey fieincme trai the avarseaa Dave that the adoption of similar methoc Is 
| mage Before the war the Argentine here would meet with an equal meast 
able to get its wheat. transported to Of aa Though cane a 
don. for 12s. 6d. per ton—a very low .very small they are unquestionably ver 
a whevoss our freight was then Prosperous. Even in Ireland, which 
By oa At ame Today che frei mane ‘ country of ee for one 
. 1r orace unkei Sy means or 
‘ ee a ee establishment of co-operative socie 
ois, e 


ey has been able to accomplish more 
duction in that freight within any than have all our modern statesmen 
appr iable“time ? ‘I fear not. ‘ Conse- 


hope that we shall extend a helpin han 
y, We must take advantage of every P i xtend a helping: 


1 to these self-reliant farmers of Wes! 
up-to-date method for the handling of Australia, who are endeavoring to. d 


heat, in order to deérease its cost much for pS EEG Ba and for this co 


duction. Otherwise we shall not be Senator EARLE (Cana "(0.98 a 
) successfully. produce wheat in onieht taal da oie poweon 2 te x 


Our farmers grow their wheat able to agree to. some extent with ae 
as scientific a way as do any farmers 


world. ‘Probably there is no other — 
ie which such a large area of 


cultivated per man as in Sectadd 2 this occasion bub” pe a 
a We have | very little to fact that the Western Australian of 
countries in the sentatives in Hine Chamber are keenly 
iat) growing ‘of — erops; 
ner na of thosé crops ‘tained | in the measure, and consequé oh be 


A alps Mt 


RC a bate Bhi great disadvan na dp: not gkotae to cast a silent vote 










have. been bpelitely: ibereatend in the — 
speeches of Senator Pratten and Senator Be Ve . 
e Largie. To an extent I agree with or BAKHAP.— 
e latter in his castigation of the former. ne wheat-growers of A 
I listened very attentively to Senator bushel for their wheat | ove 
‘Pratten, who fairly smothers me with the States. — : | a 
figures, and who succeeded in convincing Senator KARLE than is a we onale 
oa Senate that he is strongly sh oe undertaking, for the _encouragemer 
to the bulk handling of wheat. — wheat-growing over the whole of Au 
senator Pratren.—tin Western Aus- tralia, If the honorable senator coul 
show that the Commonwealth Gov 
Eitor E ARLE “Npinak 4s ee for ment had guaranteed the wheat-gro 
New South Wales must necessarily be ‘of Western Australia 5s. a bushel, withow 
good for Western Australia. If Senator making the same offer to the rest of A 
Pratten, when a previous measure tralia, I should say’ that. the Com 
Was | passing through this Chamber, wealth was distinctly wrong. 3 : 
i was. possessed Of: the knowledge ae Senator baa ae tee subsidize bread 
he appears to have to-night, he was lack- 
MS ing in his duty in not giving the Senate 
the benefit of it at the time, and saving 
the people of New South Wales from 
rushing into what is apparently doomed 
to be a failure. .The proposition before ey: 
us to-night is that the Federal Govern- is waustable and fair thet this beuld “ 
ment ‘shall come. to the assistance of a done, and it Wiahees be oa a Tr to” 
limited liability company within a 
State. ‘My objection to this proposition, 
ds that it is not the duty of a National - | 
‘Parliament or Government to interfere — Gre EARLE. That was s the cage 
with the domestic arrangements of any of the Wheat Board. of Be 
particular State. That busiuiess) should’) 6a veear “Warsom: “But it was ‘the ase ‘i 
Mie arried out by the State itself. I give 4f Commonwealth interv entionn | ti 
the company and its shareholders—the _ Senator EARLE.—It was very go 
- wheatgrowers—the credit of knowing of South Australia, if it allowed Tasmania 
their own business and protecting them- {, set its wheat a little cheaper than other 
: selves from loss in the undertaking which | States didi Phat does met alter anon pri 
“ees propose, but it is not the duty of ciple of this Parliament indorsing a pr 
this Parliament, believing as we do in co- position SoH ohne thie promotes f 


5 | Foleral to invest the money of oh private company in one earns St ce 
ere! taxpayers in assisting any private Tha bia the ob jc bone have to it. 
company. If this Bill is passed, a pre- 


| 
 cedent will be established for all com to eis the Ronin ‘Gi Company? 


panies throughout Australia to come to i Se 
eo : Government for assistance. I Senator EARLE.—The honora bee 
ei cee See, Ue a ase that. pr 


















































































































nae Bi nonwenl. ay ee Gon: 
vealth would a to Lappe an effects may be, or ee precedent 
a establish. CRE a 
Senator PAYNE. (Tasmania) 1p 5 | 
I can understand the: se on. the y 2. 
















é (Senator Rusty eet ‘assist as my 
ois co- LOH Ti raat ion possible those engaged | an 8 the i 
on the principle that the Na- industries of the — 
ies vans no Ae to at shall not ‘attempt to | 
5 1 : Pot 4 advisability of erecting Lie 


NE iy 














own TGanindlt before. ‘thet | approae 





ad “position to “discuss the aye eral of 
as the proposal from that view-point.. I 
wish to speak of the financial aspect of 
the | proposal from the Oommonwealth 
int of view. I was given to understand 
during the debate by an interjection from 
the Minister, and another from an hon- 
hha senator sitting on the same side, 
_ that this proposition had been submitted 
: _ to the Western Australian Parliament, 
oe but. had been rejected by one vote. 
ae _ Senator Russert.—Not this proposi- 
tion. It was the proposition under our 
War Loan scheme by which the Com- 
‘monwealth would advance the money and 
‘the States would provide the storage 


Senator PAYNE.—Am I to edo 
stand now that the wheat-growers of 
- Western Australia have never approached 
the State Parliament in this direction? 
: Have they not asked their own Govern- 
ment to finance such a proposition as 

this? If they have not, I cannot under- 

aed their attitude. It has been the 
- pmitice in all the States, where financial 
assistance has been required to put an 
/ "industry on a sound basis within the 
- thoundaries of a State, to approach the 
: ‘Government of the State. 


Senator RusseLt.— We made an offer 




























mot take it on.. I have correspondence to 
show that the State Government fully 
_ approved of the scheme, and the Premier 
_ promised to introduce a Bill to provide 
the necessary sites at port and country 
Sidings. sag 
Senator PAYN E.—The Minister is 
referring: to negotiation between the 
Commonwealth Government and 
Western Australian Government. 
~ Senator Witson.—The farmers prefer 
a co-operative basis of working to State 
2 Coun Wain ane 
Senator PAYNE. as am not sugeest- 
a “ang that anything in the way of State 
q enterprise in regard to this matter should 
be taken on at all. What I want to know 
is whether the farmers interested in it 
in Western Australia have ever ap- 
a _ proached the State Parliament or Go- 
-‘vernment for a loan for the purpose in- 
dicated i in the Bill? If they have not, 
: bioen have gone the wrong way to 











oto) the State Government, but they would: 


the : 


is their oF to’ AG Sr osha their 








the Federal Government. =. 
Senator Russert. — I have no doubt 
they did go, but I can verify it to-morrow, 
Senator PAYNE.—We should try to 
realize what are Federal functitons and 
what are State functions in regard to 
financing any matters that appertain to 
one State alone. I believe in the prin- — 
ciple of the Commonwealth financing th 
State Governments, in order that thi 
State Governments may make their 
States as productive as possible, but T 
cannot agree with the principle of the 
Federal Givernment. financing a private 
or co-operative company operating in| 
only one State. That does not seem to 
be right from a business point of view. o 
The Government of the State should take) 
the financial responsibility. Ib is our 
duty as Federal legislators, if the State - 
Governments are embarrassed, to fi 
the wherewithal to them in order that 
they may put their State industries on 
a sound footing. If we do that, we have 
an indisputable security against the loan, 
I have looked into this agreement and 
can see that it is possible, after the | 
Federal Parliament has sanctioned a loan 
of this kind, for the security to depre- 
clate year by year until the investment 
cannot be looked upon as a sound one. 
Senator Russert.—The Bill provides 
for a Sinking Fund with interest. 
Senator PAYNE.—I know that is on 
of its provisions. I am convinced that 
the State ought to take this matter in. 
hand. Many Propositions have been 
brought before the Tasmanian Parlia ; 
ment for financing companies and co-— 
operative associations, and assistance, has 
been granted by that Parliament. “The 
State Government has had to hort the. 
money, and some may have come from 
Federal sources. That is: sound business 
because, after all, the Federal Government 
is dealing directly with the representatives 
of the people in the State which ToT 
the accommodation. 3 
Senator Drake-BRockman. ee: +t 
Federal Parliament subsidizes thei iron in 
dustry. 7 
Senator PAYNE. vgs as a ‘national 
matter. 




















national matter ? | 
Senator PAYNE.—No. 
Senator Draxe-BrockMAN othe ‘sub 

sidy to the iron ey all went Need b to one. 

State. | cre ae 





ally — 
ie, shi mt 


me nd a ge at sum af money tO a Pri- 
joint stock company operating 1 one 
e only. 

ator RusseLu. LAs offer Mee Hates 


ade to all the States by the Common- — 


wealth Government. We say that all. 
Stat will be treated on the same footing. 
South Wales has already balan 


i PAYNE. ee is not cal abd 
ith the multiplicity of undertakings that 


Federal Government. has in hand, see- 


¢ that there are local Governments con- 
ling the domestic affairs of the States, 
hamper ourselves by adding to our bur- 
Jens in this way. We have sufficient 
problems to deal with without taking 
Mens and duties from the State Govern- 


enator acc Me asked them to 
| ce the work over, and they would not 
do it, 
enator PAYNE. Those primatily in- 
rested in this venture are the wheat-. 
-owers of Western Australia. me 

Senator WILSON. —They are the ones 


who are asking for it, 
senator PAYNE.—Then they have 
ae to: the wrong place for it, They 
should have applied to their State Govern- 
“ment. After the State Parliament, 
| S On the spot, had ‘dealt with 
could have been enided by. 
that took place there. | 
- Senator Drake-BROCKMAN. anes ea 
been debated in the Western Australian 
Parliament. Have you read. the debates. 
ere! 
; nator ‘PAYNE, oe asked the. Mine. 
the matter had been brought bke- 
the Western Australian Parliament, 
his reply was ‘‘ No.” 
2ator RusseLy.—Not this Bill, The 
prop sition the Western Australian Go- 
srnment put, forward to build war 
oie wheat was beaten by one wots, 


1b, we 


T hayes 1.0. a 

‘tO. a. Psenedsrat for the bulk 
an of wheat, which may he ‘eae 
ofeck ive io to deal watt it, 


are. 


fluenced by what 


which 


the: debate 


one cee to take. the 
sponsibility? If he can show me. an un 
dertaking from them to that coffe ch, 
am prepared to support the Bill. 
Senator Drake-Brockman, — Or: 
figures. given by Senator 'Pratten, the 
Involved in an_ Fhe aipegnre tls 
£300,000 in addition to this, = 
Senator PAYNE.—That. may. be 
but it is not State backing. State ba 
ing means State security. 
Senator ‘Pratten said, 
although T listened to his remarks \ 
great attention, and must compli : 
him on the careful way he went into the 
question. I am dealing with it from the — 
point of view of the advisability or oth 
wise of the Federal Government ente 


into an undertaking of this kind 


company in a State. I cannot se 
he toi cee une Bill, because 


fuses op) 

Senator Russert. gs aid. Tt oe 
own State by advancing money to. 
vate firm to. build ships Feat the 1 


that byline done. I t was a war measut 
pure and simple. Owing to the lack o 
shipping in the world, the ‘Feder ; 
vernment felt it to be its. duty to ta 
all possible steps to have ships built ir 
the Commonwealth, in order to 

the necessary. bottoms tor carry 0 ) 
duce, That was ec) a Lehi ispened n 
ter, such as this is. 

we should try to: ‘stop the leakage as 


as, possible. 


‘Senator Bikeae Laan we lost, 

by our methods of handling and v9 pleat 
Senator PRATTEN. there are Blew 

of ships now. + ie 
Senator RUSSELL. — ‘The 

senator is saying that on the authority 


ccablegrams in newspapers. ‘So far Th 


not seen the ey as are Bea 


available. 


viction rie salt to the point J Big: 
been discussing. At present, T am ne 
one ano Mei at would ne wise | 


is: ie peer ‘oft the. sie k 


Ati give bepatiouda So We to. e ol 









way ae 


it would eee an indication 





‘i 


rip Panik ‘expenditure. . 
Senator Drake-Brockman.—The~ hon- 
senator forgets, apparently, that 
Western Australia has an overdraft of no 
+ Jess than £4,000,000 at the present time. 
| i Senator PAYNE. —It does not matter 
what the overdraft is. If the Govern- 
oe can see an opportunity of improving 
_the position by inecttrring even a heavy 
loan  fiability” for reproductive under- 
_ takings it is’ cele duty to incur that ex- 
es 





















Ou ea Drake- BROCKMAN. __That may 


e your opinion, but in Western ‘Austra- 
a they do not agree with you. 
ie : Senator PAYNE —-I cannot help it if 
(hae, disagree with the Western Australian 
Government. All I can say is that if 1 
; an individual, could see the possibility 
- Of inereasing my assets by raising an addi- 
ional sum of money I should feel it my 
di ty to do so. 
Senator DRakeE- Avge No, (You 
would: go to the Federal Government and 
get a special grant. In Western Australia 
we. do not do that. ‘ 
Senator PAYNE.—In the early days 
oa: Federation, at all events, some special 
- concessions were made to Western Aus- 
tralia . 
. DE eee ao¥ a but out of 
“our own revenue. 












- the question altogether. 


Senator pe Larar.—Is it? You should 


: nob have introduced the matter if you 

Fas do, not wish to discuss it freely. 

Senator PAYNE.—But I did” not in- 
- trdduce. it? . 

‘Senator pz Lara. Yes, you did, by 
talking” about the ‘Tevenue. te Western 
Australia. — 

_ Senator PAYN E. uy made no reference 
‘at_all to the revenue of Western Australia. 
I wag merely replying to: an interjection 
with regard to concessions made to 
us “Tasmania. I haye no « yuarrel with West- 
Vern ‘Australia; indeed, ] wish that State 
_.. every. success in its undertakings. My 
aye objection is to the principle embodied in 
this Bill, namely, that the Federal Go- 
"_-vernment: should lend money. to a com- 
TepeaBA ER Cn) 
aed Senator te Bessa ee assist, 
mn lan al industry a in Western 













nd a ka ca seen — 
equiesce in the pro- | 


provision for a venture of this kind, 


they will approve of it, especially if they 


the position so far as I am concerned, Tf. 


facilities, 


ator PAYNE —That is” apart from 


_ brief as poe Hoparable hear 







Senator PAYNE.—But I have alree 
pointed out that the State Governm 
have ample power to make all neces 












I cannot understand why those who 
specially interested in it have not ap 
proached the Western Australian G 7ern, 
ment. If they had done this and ha 
failed in their negotiations, we would 
have known why. 
Senator Russevi.—This comes | 
not be made until it is approved by the 
Western Australian farmers. ° tt is con; 
dition of the contract. 
‘Senator PAYNE.—I have a dout 











are to be exempted from any financial 
liability. : 


Senator DraKe- Brockman. —~ But they 
are not. i 


Senator PAY NET understand. “shay 


they are to. supplement the F ederal loan 




















by certain .expenditure, 

Senator Buzacorr. — Over whieh a 
Federal : Government will hay @ a first 
mortgage. 

Senator PAYNE, That daes noe nicae 


they are prepared to supplement the Com 
monwealth loan by expenditure in regare 
to silos or in connexion with transport 
I say the State. Government 
are trying to evade a certain portion 0 
their responsibilities in not providing th 
whole of the necessary funds to carry 
out the scheme, On these grounds it | 
my intention to oppose the Bill, 

Debate (on motion by mena toe Witso2 
adjourned. 


Senate adjourned at 9.53, p.m. 








“Mr. iS (Hon. Sir Elliot Tone 
took the chair at 2,30 pm, Pau 
prayers. ee 


POOL, ‘nn Me 

Mr. HUGHES.—(By He oN desir ae 
to make a statement to the Flouse in re: 

ference to the new wheat, crop, and th 

Wheat Pool. I shall endeavour to be a 























in the world’s ‘parity. 
‘arisen in this House, both as the re- 
sult of. questions Ai drecstd to me, and 
by way of statements made, and. the 








quite clear. At different Conferences held 
with, the Premiers, the ;wheat-growing 
States appre ached the Commonwealth 
Government to ascertain what would be 
its attitude in regard to the Wheat Pool. 
I replied on the lines I have just indi- 











this House—that if the wheat-producing 
States introduced legislation by which, 
in effect, they aatge acquire the ‘wheat, 
the ‘Commonwealth would consider. itself 
in a different position, and would deal 
with the question on its merits. _ Since 
then ee Conferences have taken place, 
d, as honorable members probably | 
Daas, in the four wheat-producing States 
legislation” is proceeding, concurrently, 





















States prohibit private trading in wheat, 
and. also prohibit any wheat, “being car- 


_ Teoeives a permit, and no permit will be 
given save in respect of wheat proceeding 
to a State Pool. 


oes, ‘yeferred in this House—made 
to me by the representative of the Egyp- 


‘tian Government for a firm offer for a 
ey of Australian wheat for the pur- 






_ poses of the Egyptian Government, I> 


. ~ summoned a Conference of the four wheat- 
He ona States. At this Conference the 
Premiers of some States and the Minis- 
ters ‘of Agriculture of other States were 
: GC resent. 
tion as. it then existed. Shortly put, the 
position was that the representative of 
the Egyptian Government wanted a firm 
fer of 800,000 tons of wheat, of which 



















ustralia and shipped as such. He 
n d the option to take 70 or 80 per 


I ied the fiipoewnae, saa 





vantage of this opportunity of selling a 
we lerable | portion’ of our new ‘wheat 
was. then ce ere my te 


C Pe cat ee the last “general. elec- 
The Government then said it would — 
place an embargo on the exportation of — 


wh at, but would assist the farmers to 


The subject. ob Nis with. areata by ae re 


_ policy of the Government has been made. 


cated, but said what I have repeated in 


wheat-producing States aah ‘consider 


‘on practically identical lines, whereby t the’ 
ied on State railways except such as: 


About a month ago, as. 


the result, of inquiries—to which I have 
‘while Re Ney of the Pens 


‘three af the States and pala 


wealth Government es formally 


I placed before them the posi- vited by the representatives of. 


out, prejadien, and Ras to. ‘the 


960,000 tons was to be ground into flour — 


n vitation. 
i flour. We: were to make a firm offer, é 


S. 1 Legislatures of the States which had, 
saw it, the necessity, of taking ad-' co 


the wheat has not been de facto 
yet as private trading has 
Cau iiens aay ee the rail 








should canbe the wheat, it was ‘premiad ir 


ine new crop. It was decile that. 
Conference should adjourn for one mont 1 
when the matter should again be di 

cused: In the interval that mR he . 
















ee to nal next season’s pheat. 
would have to leave. Australia, 
accordingly, got 1 






position, as it ean 






















summoned on Tuesday last, at v 
the representatives of three of the» w 
producing States were present. Th 
presentative of Western Australia was, 
unable to attend, but the New South 
Wales, een cand South Australi 


Steed. Danes, The 


Commo on- ° 


various States present to enter the | 
and take a position on the Board. 

















I stated that % was Ee) in thos : 
cumstances, to favorably consider the si 






Wet 
taken up by the Government during. the _ 
elections had been fairly met A 






all practical purposes, acquired th 
in the four producing States, for 

















NM 7 nder_ permits hos Gane 
. "proce: : ‘the Pool, the question of 
_ prohi ition. of export. did not, and could 
, The Conference unanimously 
supported the invitation issued by the 
wheat producing States, and I took the 
earliest opportunity of placing the matter 
before my colleagues, and have since had 
an opportunity of discussing it with my 
honorable friends on. this side of the 














House. . We are all agreed that it will be 


in the best interests of Australia for the 
_ Commonwealth to participate in the Pool, 

and accept the invitation of the wheat- 
| producing States, to become a mempber 
see Re Ot. 


‘In regard to the Bea ae with the 


representative of the Egyptian Govern- 
ment, I invited Mr. Sanders to come to 
“Melbourne, and, as authorized by the 
- Conference on Tuesday, I laid the facts 
before him. I was authorized, with the 
other members of the Wheat Pool Execu- 
tive and the selling agents, to negotiate 
with him. I discussed the matter at 
large with him yesterday, and made an 
appointment for 11 o’clock this morning 
for him to discuss the business side of the 
transaction with the selling agents. That 
) is now being done. c 

I wish to refer now to the position of 
the Commonmealth in, regard to certain 
other aspects of the position, and as 
I understand the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion (Mr. Tudor) proposes to move the 


adjournment. of the House on this 
matter, I shall not detain honorable 
members “at lany length... But, as a 


result of the 5s. guarantee which the 
Government have made to the farmers, 
which applies, not only to the exportable 
surplus, but to all wheat, the Common- 
wealth is under a ‘liability which may be 
variously estimated at from £20,000,000 
to £40,000,000. It'is impossible ‘to state 
the amount in exact figures, because we do 
not yet know precisely how much wheat 


will be produced. I think, however, 
that we may. fairly. say- that, in 
all human probability, a very large 


quantity will be produced. That being 
the case, the Governinent, realizing that 
if it were called upon to finance an obliga- 
tion of £40,000,000, it would be to the 


last degree eipbetgut! that sales should. 


be commenced at the earliest possible 
moment, entirely indorsed my action in 
regard to the Egyptian contract. They 






them. The first is that if we have, as 


‘freight, and that it is in the last degree 


< ci Mag oa anaes cae hee me 





that fabian to a fair price. being ob ne 
tained, it was important to make this and 
ali sales as early as possible. I wish ¢ 
emphasize two phases in regard to thi 


and I hope that the farmers and the eith 
zens generally will take due: notice o 





is quite possible, a surplus of 2,500, 000 
tons of wheat, it will be impossible to e 
port that to the world’s markets in which 
we could realize under any shorter period 
than the whole twelve months of 1920-21. 
Last year, 3,500,000 tons of shipping 
came to the Commonwealth. That, of 
course, was the total tonnage apatite: foe 
all our products. Honorable members will 
not forget that a very great deal of freight. 
has been diverted td Ais country by the 
British Government to lift its own woolas 
well as its own wheat and meat, to say 
nothing of our other products, which, hap- 
pily, are very numerous, and which have 
been disposed of in the ordinary way.) 
This shows the probable amount of ton- 
nage that may be expected during the 
coming year. M farmer, therefore, whe has 
wheat to sell in J anuary, cannes hope to 
realize the world’s parity on that whear — 
for a very considerable time. The key to — 
the situation now, as always, is freight. 
Honorable members will understand that 
all wheat has to be sold, not as it was 
during the war, on an f.o.b. basis—the 
money being AGanlahs before the wheat. 
was shifted-—but on bottoms, on. freigh' 
that has been secured, Each cargo” has. 
to be sold on a ship, and the ship must 
first be secured. When I tell honorable 
members and the farmers of this countr 
that no freight has yet been secured, anc 
that probably 2,500,000 tons of ‘ropa. 
will be required to. ‘ship the wheat ‘tha 
will be produced, they will agree wit 
me that the key to the situation — is 





























important that our energies should b 
concentrated on Sbeainine that freight 
When I tell them, too, that the only freigh 
now offering in anything like a large 
quantity is quoted at £7 per ton, which — 
means a little less than 4s. a bushel) the 


farmers will see that, with wheat being 


of difficulties. I do not pretend for 
noment that these are insurmountable; : 


I merely catalogue them in  orde 
that the. farmers may not under 
estimate the obstacles in the way, 








It is for this reason that: the Common 
we ealth Government ponerleteda Ay to be 








their. duty to eome into the Pool. With 


a liability—such as: I have: pointed out— 
ranging anywhere between £20,000,000 
and £40,000,000, it is of the first impor- 
tance that sales should be made promptly 
and the wheat shifted at the earliest pos- 
sible moment. The farmers want some- 
thing more than. a 5s guarantee—al- 
though that would be very useful, because 
they would get their advance a long while 
before the world’s parity was available for 
the whole of their product. The Com- 
monwealth Government, being confronted 
with the position that they would be 
unable to finance a matter of £40,000,000 
unless with the aid of sales to lighten 
the burden, felt that they ought to come 
into the Pool. They felt that they should 
do so, having been invited by the wheat- 
producing States; and that they should 
do their best to conduct this gigantic enter- 
prise on a business-like footing. I’ speak 
now on behalf of the Board. We have 
‘secured the best expert advice and agsis- 
tance at our disposal. . I want to say 
again that freights form the key to the 
situation. Despite what honorable mem- 
bers may read in the press, there is no 
prospect of freights falling very materi- 
ally during, the next twelve months. The 
eost of running ships has enormously in- 
areased. ‘The great shipping companies of 
the world cannot afford, therefore, even 11 
_ they desired to do so—and I do not pre- 
tend to say that they do—to allow 
freights to fall to pre-war rates. There 
is, indeed, no possibility of that. But I 
hope we shall get freights at a moze rea- 
sonable rate than £7 per ton, which is 
‘the price at present quoted. 
7 think I have covered , nearly the 
whole of the ground which I had in- 
tended to traverse. I wanted to tell 
the House exactly what the policy of 
the Government was, the circumstances 
under which they entered the Pool, 
and the position in which the new 
( Pool finds itself.’ I wanted. to em- 
_ phasize to the farmers the fundamental 
difference between the world’s parity price 
and that of wheat in Australia which can- 
not be shifted unless we are able to secure 
two and a-half million tons of freight— 
if that- amount of tonnage should be 
actually. representative of the harvest 
» to be. reaped this. season, 1 demre 
_ specially to stress the point that, in my 


Mr. Hughes. 





"New Wheat Crop : | [REPRESENTA TIV ES.] dl ‘Wheat Pool. 


definite statement. 


opinion, the key to the situation is freight,, 








and that every effort must be made 
obtain freight at the earliest. moment, so 
as to get rid of our wheat as quickly as — 
is humanly possible. ae 
Mr, Grecory.—Im connexion; with the — 
Commonwealth Government coming.into — 
this Pool, has the arrangement been ar- 
rived at. only for this season’s crop? Oe 
Mr. HUGHES.—That is all this par- ~~ 
tigular pool was established for. Ben, 
Mr. Hira.— Yes; for-one year only. I 
think the principal question agitating the 
minds of the farmers is, “‘ What is the first — 
payment going to be?” = 
Mr, HUGHES.—That is a matter upon ; 
which the Government cannot offer any 
The whole subject de- — 
pends, to a great extent, on the rapidity — 
with which we can get going, because it) — 
would be clearly impossible for us to throw — 
£40,000,000 upon the market. The posi- — 
tion would be the same as in respect to the — 
payment of £30,000,000, by way, of gra-_ 
tuity, to our soldiers. As we pour the — 
money in so must money be coming back _ 
to us. The Government realize how very — 
important it is to the farmer that he — 
should get as much as possible at the — 
earliest possible date; but the question of — 
how much he will get must, in a great de- — 
gree, depend upon early sales of wheat. 
I am hopeful that, in regard to the Egyp- 
tian sale, which will involve a matter Of 
£7,000,000 to £9,000,000, that transaction _ 
will materially help the Government in 
their financial arrangements. as 


Pacha 















STABILIZATION OF EXCHANGE, ~~ 

Mr. WEST.—It is reported in this 
morning’s press that Mr. J. R. Collins, 
Secretary to the Commonwealth Trea- 
sury, and Colonel Campbell, of New Zea- 
land, are ‘about to leave for Brussels to .\» | 
attend the Financial Conference, and that 
the principal work of the Conference will ~ 
have to do with the stabilizing of inter- 
national exchange. Since Mr. Collings is 
not a Minister of the Crown, I would Ga 
like to know whether he has received in- 
structions from the Government to take 
part in the Conference deliberations upon — 
this subject, or whether he is acting om — 
his own initiative. Pee 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I announced in — 
the course of the Budget speech last week — 
that, in the absence of Mr. Watt, Mr. — 
Collins had been instructed to represent 
the Commonwealth Government at the 
Brussels Financial Conference. oa 


LER SA ae th : Mg 






, “ter for ‘the Ny | any Eo camany iia in con- 
_ nexion “with the overdue ship Amelia J., 
tae, from Newcastle to Hobart? And 
ean he say whether steps have been taken 
_in the matter of searching for that vessel ? 


2 Mr, LAIRD SMITH.—I have some in- 
, > formution to give to the House. 
say that not only has the honorable mem- 
_ ber for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) inter- 
ested himself in the matter of the overdue 
Amelia J., but that other members 
from ‘Tasmania, as well as the Tas- 
manian. senators, have conferred with me, 
and kept constantly in touch with my 
- Department. I think it necessary, there- 


fore, to make a rather long and complete 


answer to the honorable member’s ques- 

tion, I do not know of any missing 

ae im respect to which more public at- 

tention has been turned. For instance, 

on the 14th September a message from 

~ Captain. Davis, 

was received by the Navy Department to 

the effect that the Amelia J. was missing. 

A iui, instructions were sent to. 

- the wireless stations at Brisbane, Gar- 

_ den sland, Melbourne,’ Flinders Island, 

and Hobart, ‘requiring those stations to 

send on messages to all ships, instructing 

them to keep a sharp look out for the 

missing vessel. It is customary for ships 

at sea to take their time daily from our 

wireless stations. Therefore every vessel 

a in the waters in which this ship is sup- 

_ posed to be lost would be in touch with 

our wireless stations, 

 teceipt of our message, would maintain a 

strict look-out for Her On. Friday I re- 

ceived a telegram from one of my con- 

stituents, asking me whether a destroyer 

could not be sent out. Ate immediately 

, got into communication with the Naval 

-. Board, and realized that, for the time 

_ being, it was necessary to send the fol- 
lowing message :— . | 

oat | ai ‘Referring your wire re search Amelia J., 


regret no vessel available, but have wirelessed 
all ships. and stations to keep look-out, 


On Tuesday last I received another mes- 
sage, very late at night, asking that a 
search should be. made by aeroplane. I 
was in the House at the time, and 
immediately got into touch with the 
- Acting Minister for Defence (Sir Gran- 

: ville Ryrie). It was too late for 











“officers that night, but we met ne 
“morning, 


Lomay | 


Settlement Point, and I immediately 1 


Director of Navigation,. 


and naturally, on . 


fim hate Degainayian coat with» hone ant Lae reaeAth gi) $ Bee name, 





‘and discussed the matt 
Minister had ; 
That: mac 


Within an hour the 
ee off the coast. 








if they ad heen sent out to em fom ! 
missing vessel. ‘This morning IJ receive 
a raid message from Flinders Isla 
stating that reas lights had been seen, 
on a certain part of the island known as 











structed the First’Naval Member to de- 
spatch the nearest warship to the locality. 
The Platypus, which happened to be the 
nearest warship, is now on the high seas 
for the purpose of searching the vicinity — 
of Settlement ‘Point. 2 think T Have 
said sufficient to demonstrate that every 
attention has been given to this import- Balt 
‘ant matter, and that the Director: 708) 
Navigation “took an early interest in it. 
The service which can thus be rendered 
by the aeroplane service we have estab- 
‘lished in Australia speaks volumes for ib. 


Later: 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—Colonel Wik 
liams has just sent a message to me inti 
mating that two aeroplanes left. Point 
Cook at 11.55 this morning, with instrue 
tions to proceed via Wilson’s lea i 
the Kent Group, Flinders Island, 
other islands in that vicinity, down the 
east coast of Tasmania, to Hobart, search 
ing for the Amelia /. 























LOAN BILL 1920. * 


Mr. SPEAKER reported the receipt 0 
a message from His Excellency the Go 
vernor-General recommending an appro- 
priation for the purposes of this Bill 


ALLEGED INFERIOR FLOUR, 


Mr. HIGGS.— Yesterday I submitted 
question to the Minister who, for th 
time being, was representing the Prime. 
Minister, with reference to a complat 
from South iAfriean bakers and me 
chants as to the quality of B grade Aus- 
tralian flour, and the alleged’ unrelia- 
bility of Commonwealth Wheat. Boar m 
certificates. The Minister promised to 
make a reply, with a view to protectins ‘ 


hed ? Hobie d 








‘to. ae now. ees ny Pine ae, ) 
ter can give me information as to the re- semple. 7 
sult of any Seaeapeinal ee he may have matter generally. - | ae 
! aN guardians of the scot name of “Austra fay 


“Mr. HUGHES. iy oy to Me Oman 20 matter what party we belong to : 
about this matter at the conference to we want to see that goods sent out from 
: which I have already referred. In the this: country are: true to sample, ean the 

- first place, the Wheat Pool is not respon- 1 
‘sible for the sale of the flour. It sells That good name of Australia is call 
wheat; it does not sell flour. The se have to live on. . aM a ae 
- sold this four. Jn the second place, the 9) 
eg flour, which had been gristed from dam- WAR SERVICE HOMES. 
“aged Victorian second-quality wheat, 
ehh had been reconditioned, and was 
escribed as B grade, was sold upon 
sample, a parcel of 270 tons having been 
“gent as a sample, and subsequent ship- 
ments were up to that sample. But 1 
was. sold up. to sample by the millers, 
and not by the Wheat Pool. Of 1 
‘course, T am sorry for the sake of the which is Hey to be ‘expended in “ oe 
redit of Australian flour that there direction ? | 
should have been any occasion for ¢om- SIE J OSEPH COOK. a am 
‘plaints, but there is in the transaction 
10 reflection on the Wheat Pool. — I re- 
“gret that it is not the only occasion in was ee about: 27,000 applies 
: “which Australians have done Australia houses hat been received, ane bod 
nealculable injury. I recall an Eastern 
transaction in which some bolts and nuts 
were sold, and when the shipment was 
opened the bolts and nuts had no rela- 
tion one to the other. Those who do 
this: sort of thing are really guilty towards 
this country ot a crime infinitely worse | 
than’ those crimes for which men are 
a punished in the ordinary way. | 
Mx. Tupor—Hear, hear! Surely we 
a have the power under our Commerce Act 
: control exports so that’ no bad stuff 
/ is exported? 
4 “Mr, HUGHES._I : am not saying that 
Bre ve have not the power, but the honorable sividad “into aoe separate rewards 0! 
‘must remember the  cireum- £10, 000 each 
Se in which this flour was bought 
ay, South Africa. In that country there 
was a great shortage of wheat, and nec 
were — perilously near the starvation 
border. We must also not lose sight of 
the’ fact that flour made from inferior 
wheat will spoil very much more readily 
than that which is gristed from high grade 


vheat. For instance, 70 per cent. flour up into: five dikaront sums of “£10,( 00 
" son fe oe much longer than 80 per each. What we contem plate is, of : 


dard to this aah hie and omy. answe ie 


Bins: 


tad of Austen Ane does not. oe 
New Guinea. — me am now asked whe 


“were so. Toe as to have 
i, ndings of oil in five differ 












- much in the same way as newspapers 
bi divide. prizes: in competitions they pro- 
mote in order to increase their circula- 
tion. The idea is to offer such a sub 
“stantial amount as will pay people to 
_ meur the expense of conducting the neces- 
_ sary operations. I think I can promise 
_ the honorable member that this reward of 
— £50, 000 is now definite; it has not to be 
made, ‘but is made now. I read the other 
day” that oil had been found in payable 
_ quantities, in the form of gas, at Roma; 
‘but the same might be said of this lake. 
However, the Government have not as 
yet. contemplated splitting up the reward, 
and it will be sufficient when operations 
have proved successful, and applications 
are. ‘made, to ‘contador bow the reward 
hase A be paid. | 


NOTE ISSUE. 


te WATKINS .—In view ue the state- 
ment. made by the Treasurer the other 
day to the effect that he had consulted 
leading bankers of Australia im relation 


to the note issue, has that right honorable 


gentleman any objection to informing the 
House who the leading bankers rene? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. -—-I do not care 


to mention names, but I have seen quite 


a number of. the best bankers in Aus- 
tralia on the BUD IECK hg 

.) FEDERAL CAPITAL, 
PLANTING or TREES. 


ve HECTOR LAMOND.—1 desire to 
ask the Minister for Home and Territories 
whether he is aware that from what 
purports to be a report by the Chief Com- 
monwealth Surveyor on the necessity, 
during the summer, of watering trees and 
plants in the streets and avenues of Can- 
berra, the following important sentence 
is “omitted— 

Unless the Melbourne park and street trees 
were watered during the summer months they 
would die; and it is, therefore, quite reason- 
able to expect that similar treatment will be 
_ - required in a place where there is less rainfall 
-. than im Melbourne, 

Will the Minister take Seba to correct 
this misrepresentation of the Chief Com- 
_ monwealth Surveyor’s views? — 

Mr. POYNTON.—I wish to: make it 
quite clear that the question then under 
discussion was not that referred to by the 
honorable member, but was whether the 


Ps 










| Bilation purposes. 
to consider a division ‘of the prize, | 


Nis setae at Canberra, was suitable for. affor-— 









4 cannot concei ) 
land which requires watering as be 
suitable for such purposes. 
fication’ of a place is quite a differe 
as ne ns and it is iauateg : that 


ing-can. ° | 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—The ronera: wa 
on the plariting of trees for the beaut 
fication of the stregis and avenues. 





7 ADJOURNMEN CK. eT 


Wueat Harvesr 1920-21: Goaxanresn 

Prick at Rattway Srprgs., 

Me BPHAKER TP have Ppenan ae s 

intimation from. the eaneh ap member 
for Yarra (Mr, Tudor) that he desires to 
move the adjournment of the House, to 
discuss a definite matter of urgent public 
importance, viz., “ The present unsatis- 
factory position of the promised guarantee 
of 5s. per bushel for wheat delivered at 

railway sidings for the 1920-21 harvest.” a 





ried 


Five honorable members having risen oO 


an their places, 




























Question proposed. ee 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) 1B. 16] me a 
meeting of the Labour party yesterday. 
morning, it was decided that I should — 
move the adjournment of the House 
to-day, on the question of the | price 
guaranteed at railway sidings for the 
wheat harvest 1920-21, in order to draw 
attention to the unsatisfactory position of 
affairs in view of the promise made by. 
the Prime Minister in his, policy ae 
at Bendigo last year. Last Friday, in 
reply to the honorable member for 
Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney), the Prime 
Minister, notwithstanding that he gave 
a fairly lengthy answer, did not throw 
much light on the question beyond stat- 
ing that the Government intended to 
consider the position. I believe it is. 
possible there may. be a harvest of 
140,000,000 bushels this year. We all 
hope that there may be a good harvest 

and, further, that the Australian people: ‘ 
cis obtain some advantage from 
the fact that there will be a larg 
harvest in the Commonwealth. NN 
of us begrudge a bumper haryest 
to the farmers, particularly those who- 
have gone through hard times in 
recent years. I say that as a city me ~ 
sentative, in nuns constituency not @ 












f he is seduced | 


ent would depend largely’ yon the sale 
heat as it comes in. I point. out, 
however, that in the Bendigo speech the 
i honorable. gentleman said. nothing | 
that effect; and I have no doubt that 






speech understood it, as I did, as mean- 
ing a guaranteed advance for the 1920-21 
crop... 
ister said that in order to help the wheat- 
growers, the Government, in addition to 
the ee for the coming crop, would 
“gnarantee 5s. at railway sidings for the 
(1920-21 harvest. If that means any- 
hings it means an advance, and [ sup- 
pose the farmers thought that when they 
ook their wheat to the railway sidings 
they would receive that amount of 
money. 
Mr. Maxweii.—lIs the honorable mem- 
‘ber not usurping the functions of the: 
Country party? 
- Mr. TUDOR.—Strange to say, on this 
de of the 
wheat-growers, and representatives of. 
wheat-growing districts, as I believe there 


























are in the Government party or in the 


- Country party. 
Mr. Lavenis.—Every wheat- -crowing 

eset of New South Wales except one 
ny represented on this ‘side. 
Mr. TUDOR.—And New South Wales 
is called the premier State, although per- 
res neither the honorable member for 
| Fawkner (Mr. Maxwell) nor myself would 
: admit that to be the truth. I realize that 
oy “every: one should have an CRPOn ye to 
discuss this question, and that being so, 
‘ shall not speak at length. The farmers are 
complaining of the attitude taken up by 
_ the Government in regard to the promise 
4 made. by the Prime Minister in his Ben- 
digo speech, guaranteeing them 5s. per 
| bushel. The honorable member for Gwy- ” 
_dir (Mr. Cunningham), who represents a 
rheat-growing constituency, has received 
‘the following letter from the President of 
the Delungra branch of the Primary Pro- 
eers’ Union :— 


























Ath Sie apeuber: 1920 


Dear ps have been requested by the far- 
mers of the Delungra branch of the Primary > 





guarantee of 5s, per bushel given by the Prime 
Linister (Mr. Hughes). 
you are well aware, farmers: of. this State 


ha 





7 ister this afternoon said that se pay- 
“That in order to help the wheat-grower 
farmers and others who read that 


In that speech the Prime Min- 


House there are as many 


cers Union yh write to shia re the unsatis- 


a very hard time during the past two 
ey and are PON, ote ey of: aie 





aaMeeeros until sch. ray US i sy rw 
for by the Wheat Board... . 
Minister stated, at Bendigo, 30th Geneon 























Government, in addition to its guarantee fo 






























heey as piesa ery on ae scl equ 
Ts 6d. per bag, which will barely Pay the 
pense of harvesting, _ 

However, I believe that you are ‘well aware 
ot the. pee ee of the farmers, 


Minister to. cous the dS. per Aedes! euarant 
payable on the wheat being del ivered. to the age 
appointed to receive the grain. ‘This is a very — 
wi digihiet mattter, ne ca would sag gi that 


Pete Minister’s ieee: This, pecan iL 
Liat to: your pies Spine tah but it is extrel 


tion. 


I have no doubt that reprossateeaete 
other farming constituencies have receiv 
similar communications. fe 
want to know exactly what the ouarant 
means. Does it mean that the paym 
of 58, per bushel will not be mad 
them until the wheat is sold? We have 
been told this afternoon. by the Pn e 
son’s. heat have. py 
‘Egyptian Government. 

Mr. Hueues.—I did not gay. iis 
said that-I had put the. representative 
the Egyptian Government in touch _ 
“the selling agents, and that negotia 
were now proceeding. 

Mr. TUDOR—Then I misunderst 
the right honorable. gentleman. | 


























‘sition did not champion the. cause of 
primary producers to the same~ 
when they were receiving only 2s. 6d 
bushel in respect of the first paymen 

Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable 
on one occasion endeavoured to pu 
my mouth words which | L gate ne 





















Cee L ye 





ae ther to that matter. 
_ the primary producers, like every other 


| ( ee “every ies 
pts else. who "indulged : in profiteering ; but at 
- the Farmers — 





3 Convention the honorable 

member said that I had singled out the 
‘primary producers for my special con- 

-demnation. we is Tet going 12 put words 
into my moath 

Mr. Grsson.—I Mioued senidetvaly 
that the honorable member did make the 

‘ statement that I attributed to him. 

Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable member 
proved nothing of the kind. He was glad 
enough to crawl down. 

Mr. Grsson.—I did not crawl down. 


Mr. TUDOR.—1I repeat that the hot-. 


-orable member was glad enough to 
“climb down,’’ and he is not going to 
put words into my mouth, much though. 
and his predecessor would like to do 
He cannot prove that I have ever 


a pee or done anything contrary to the 


_ best interests of Australia and the whole 
ean of the Australian people. — 

I am anxious not to import any heat 
‘tt Hate the debate, and I shall not refer fur- 
My desire is that 


section of the community, shall get a fair 
_ return for their labour. That has always 
- been my attitude. Apparently the nego- 
tiations for the sale of 300,000 tons of 


_ wheat to the Egyntian Government have 


_ not been completed. The Prime Minister 
said that the ‘sale would mean anything 
from £7,000,000 to £9,000;000, which 
would mean ‘from’ 12s. to. 15s. 
bushel. — 

Mr. Hucuss. —OF that 300,000 tons, 


F: 260, 000 tons are to be gristed into flour 


in Australia. 
Mr. TUDOR.—That is a good thing. 


Mr. Hucues.—We shall be paid for’ 


ty ue gristing: here. 

Mr. TUDOR.—It is ‘most important 
that we should grist as much wheat as pos- 
‘sible, not only for the sake of providing 

employment, but in order that the offal 
may be made available for our stock. Tf 
the farmers have to wait until the whole 


transaction is completed before the Prime 


Minister’s guarantee is honoured, then I 
think, to use the memorable words of the 
Avsiastemni Minister for Defence (Sir Gran- 
ville Ryrie), they will declare that they 
have “‘ been sold a pup.” They will have 
been deceived. 

Mr. Corszr. —It will be a very good 
up. 2 

oe Mae TUDOR.— If they have to wait 
ig until geet whole 3 cacao is co it 


py 


AA ap 





8d. per 


the farmers 


1920-21. 


will ce a ele neale The fopaierat in co 


mon with every one else, interpreted th 
Prime Minister’s statement as meani 
that on delivery of their wheat at ar 
way siding they would receive an advanee 

of 5s. per bushel. No other constructia 
could be put upen the statement. If th 
farmers are to wait until the wheat. h 
been sold they.may well say to the G@ 
vernment, “Thank you, foi nothing 

you are going to sell our wheat at from — 
128. to 15s. per bushel and merely give us — 
an advance of 5s. per bushel after the 
transaction is completed; we have nothing 
for which to thank you. me can do that 
for ourselves.” ie 


IT am glad that the When Pool with : 
Commonwealth representation is to be 
re-created. In its new form it will be ~ 
a good thing for the farmers and for the 
whole of the people of the Common- 
wealth, ‘and should aid materially — 
in the shipping of wheat. I trust that 
the Government will make as good a 
deal in respect of the whole of the 
coming season’s crop as is contem- 
plated in connexion with the sale to the 
Egyptian Government... The farmers, — 
however, should not have to wait for the 
honouring of the guarantee of 5s. per 
bushel until the whole deal is consum- 
mated. No one could read into the 
Prime Minister’s Bendigo speech any ae 
intention. His statement was— 

In order to help the wheat-grower, the Ga, 
vernment, in addition to its guarantee for the 


coming crop, will guarantee 5s. at railway, sid- 
ings for the 1920-21 harvest. -. 


There was no suggestion in that state- 
ment that the farmers would have to wait 
for their money until the sales had been 
completed. The statement meant, if it 
meant anything at all, that they ‘would 
receive an advance of 5s. per bushel. Some 
of them will have to wait a long time for 
their money if they are not to receive 
dividend until the whole of the 2,500,000 
tons or 3,000,000 tons is sent away. ‘Tt is 
quite possible that we shall have a repeti- 
tion of our experience in respect of the ee 
1915-16 harvest, when we had something — We 
like 1,500,000 tons of wheat stacked” at 
Fonthivn, where it was attacked b 
mice and weevils. The Government, 
at the earliest moment, should let 
know whether they ney | 
tend to honour their guarantee by mak- 
ing an aero of 5s. per Mia 4 te pei: 






























soon: as Whey deliver: their wheal ak oS 
ailway. siding. If that isnot to be done 
eat the Government merely intend to 
make a cash payment to the farmers after 





ducers will have reason to complain that 
- the guarantee has not been honoured, and 
that they have been “sold a pup’ ” that is 
an absolute mongrel. 


Cae Mr, HILL (Echuea) |3-31].—I listened 
hs very earefully to the statement made by — 
| the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes), and as_ 
C one who knows the facts of the ease, I am. 
Im entire agreement with it up to the point 
at which we ask for information in regard 
to the first payment. I am not wholly in 
‘ ‘agreement with the view taken by the 
~ Leader of the pnestien in relation. to 
the guarantee of 5s. per bushel. I think 
Sean’ at least speak for the farmers of 
iy ictoria— 


Mr. Jownrr.— And of Australia. 


: Mr. Lavette.—The honorable member 
| eet speak for the farmers in my elec- 
_ borate. 


a Mr. FILL, nas can at least speak for the. 
Q . farmers of Victoria, and I desire to be 
absolutely fair to the Prime Minister. I, 
and the great bulk of the farmers of this 
_ State, understood that the guarantee of 5s. 
ae bushel. was given by the Poa Minister 
mes with a view to encourage the growers to in- 
-erease the area under wheat to the greatest 
possible extent. The farmers, however, 
want to know what the first payment 1s 
going to be. I, for one, shall not press for 
a first payment of 5s. per bushel unless it 
ean be shown that the money may be easily 
net _f our farmers could manage to 
| Parry: on with a first payment of, say, 4s. 
"per bushel, they would be much better off 
than if they received 5s. per bushel, assum- 
ing that it was difficult to raise the money. 
I think that they could carry on with a 
‘payment of 4s. per bushel for a little 
time, pending a further dividend on the 
ales made. 

Mr. Parker Moronry.—How does the 
honorable member interpret the promise 
‘made at Bendigo by the Prime.Minister ? 

Mr. HILL. I regarded it as a guaran- 
tee that if, in the final realization,, our 
te fproueht only 4s. or 4s. éd. per 
, the Commonwealth was bound to 
an DS. i a push for it. 

That i is s the 











































eS Aa 


the wheat has been sold—the primary pro- 


~ £34,250,000. 


at an early date 















aece ae 
first payinene should he as large as. 
sible. cave 

Mr. Hocus. Hear, hear! a 
with an & ae 
an eon ate ey such ae fone 
involved, but it is quite likely that 
shall have this season a crop of 45,00 
busheis in Victoria, 40,000,000 bushel 
2 ew Po) Wales, 35 ,000, 000 bushels 





















in Waser Australia, ar 
137,000,000 bushels. 
very moderate estimate, 
a crop at 5s. a bushel would mean aut a 
Commonwealth would have to adva a 


think that that is too aes to ask of 
Government. Even 4s. per bushel 
137,000,000 bushels—for the guarai 


applies to’ all wheat, whether grown 
for export or for home’ consump- 
tion—would mean a cash bage 


of, £27,000,000. 
the Prime Minister 


a think that | 







would receive 4s. as a frst le 
would be fairly well satisfied. Som 
them are in dire straits, and we are 
anxious to help them as much as possi 
Having regard to the good crops W 
Las Kageioe of ne fain are ge ay 

























hope fiat cranorable ‘members — opp 
will not press” this motion. Lame p 







the Prime Ainiater: (Mr, Huphsss ar 
ing all they possibly can. Probably’ 
reason why the Prime Minsiter ee 













at an poeL dated: | Probably if th 
done, and another cae which is. pe 
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' voured to twist my Bendigo speech to 
mean anything but what it obviously 
does mean. If I say that I will guaran- 
tee the payment of a cheque J mean that 
‘if no one else will pay I will. My state- 

- ment at Bendigo must be interpreted ac- 
cording to the ordinary meaning of the 
terms employed. I know no party in this 
matter; how can there be any party in 
wheat-growing? But'we cannot get blood 
out of a stone, and the farmers cannot 
get £34,000,000 in a lump sum out. of 
the Commonwealth, which has had to 

_ strain all its resources in order to borrow 
£25 ,000,000. So honorable members 
must have regard to all the circumstances. 

_ Subject to freight, the outlook for the 
wheat-grower was never brighter than it 
is to-day. JI am not attempting to lessen 

_ the freight difficulty—on the contrary, I 


. emphasize it—but I say that it is not in-- 


superable. Let me show what has been 

_ done during the last five or six years. In 
the years 1915-16, 1916-17, 1917-18, 
1918-19, and 1920, the Commonwealth 
gave the wheat-grower a guarantee, In 
_ those years we sold most of our wheat 
ap f.o.b. Of course, the circumstances were 
entirely different, because then the wheat 
was sold before it was shifted. That made 
at very much easier for the guarantor, 
because he received his money; he was, in 
fact, actually guaranteeing the buyers’ 
promise to pay. In the year 1915-16, in 
pursuance of a policy to which every 
member on the Opposition side who was 
then in the House was a party, we 
started the Pool. It has had its critics, 

_ and they and the Government have had 
their little differences; but, on the whole, 
‘the system proved its usefulness during 
a period of great turmoil, when it was 
impossible for wheat to flow along the 
mormal channels. In 1915-16 the pay- 
_ ments, as a result of the guarantee, were 
2s. 6d. down, then 6d., 1s., 6d., 3d., and 


d.3 m 1916-17, 2s.°6d. down, then 6d. 


and 3d.; in 1917-18, 3s. down, then 3d. 
- and 9d.; in 1918-19, 4s. 4d. down (that 
_ was, of course, on a very small crop); in 

1919-20, 5s. down, on a very meagre 
crop. We have each year adjusted our- 
selves to the circumstances as they arose. 

As to the present, I entirely sympa- 
_ thize with the farmer who says that he 
_ fequires the 5s. which the Government 
_ have guaranteed. We shall honour our 


_ guarantee whether the wheat is sold or — 


a 





‘Lam sorry that the Leader of the Oppo- 
sition (Mr. Tudor) should have endea- 


OL 5s, 


_ possible. 





23 Sepremper, 1920.) _ 


not. 


one sum. 
for 


bushel in 
get the 
wheat or sol 
under another contract that is bein 
negotiated, but we shall get credit, and 

we can go to any financial institution and 

ask for a loan of money to be advanced © 

to the farmer before the wheat is actually 
sold. We have not to wait until the 
wheat is realized; we can get credit as 
soon as the sale is made. In any case, the 
farmer is infinitely better off with the cee 
guarantee than without it, because every 
banker and storekeeper reckons his wheat Ais 
as good enough security for an advance 


Mr. Buakeney.—Will the Prime Min- 
ister venture to name the sum which may 
probably be paid for the wheat? = ==. 

Mr. HUGHES.—This. is a business: 
proposition, and we are dealing with con- 
ditions which are yet in a state of flux. If — 


‘the deals of which I have spoken are con-— 


summated, we shall be in an incomparably 

better pesition, because one will involve 
an amount of from £7,000,000 to | 
£9,000,000, and the other a smaller — aye 
amount. Taking the total of the two ab 
£13,000,000, that would mean an advance 
of 2s. per bushel, and if the Commons). 
wealth found a further £7,000,000 an 
advance of 3s. per bushel would be pos; 
sible. The advance becomes compassable aang 
once we get over the first. obstacle. Lo 
understand the position of the farmer, 
and 1 sympathize with him, particularly 
the farmer in areas that have been 
drought stricken. In that respect all 
States did not suffer equally, but it is)” 
only right to say that the New South 
Wales Government have promised to ad- 
vance ancther 2s. 6d. per bushel. I have 
not spoken to Mr. Storey or Mr. Dunne 
on this question, but I assume that the 
New South Wales Government will make 
every effort to pay that money as soon as_ 














Mr. Parker Motoney.—They pro 
to pay on delivery. ee 

Mr. HUGHES.—They must first get 
the money, and as a wholesale borrower, 
I may tell honorable members that that — 
is not- quite as easily done as they may 
imagine. I repeat that I sympathize 
with the farmers’ position. I do not 
object to the Leader of the Opposition 
moving the adjournment of the House, 
but I do take exception to his statement, 


y 
: if 


CN ie 
‘ hee D Se 


Rok RA 





that my promise “a  Bendieo asking te tht 
‘ Jt did nothing of the sort. “The 
DS conent gave a guarantee which we 
‘shall honour, and it is worth a great deal. 
As soon as we are able to _ 


o the farmer. 
oughly estimate what we can pay by 
way of advance, I shall make an an- 
ouncement in this House. 

done at the earliest possible moment. 
Mr. LAVELLE (Calare) [8.48] I 
listened with great attention to the two 
‘statements made by the Prime Minister 


(Mr. Hughes), and also to the remarks of © 


the honorable member for Echuca (Mr. 
eal). 1 am sorry that the farmers are 
10f sitting in the galleries this after- 


oon, to witness the demonstration of. 
xf 


ow ‘the Country party, or, at least, one 
of its members, looks after the interests 
of ‘the wheat-growers. The Prime Minis- 
er failed to make any statement that 
vould give 
armers. From end to end of New 
South Wales, and I suppose from end to 


mid of Australia, the minds of the far- 


mers are aeeroiscih as to the amount of 


advance they will receive on delivery, 


nd as to whether or not they will receive 
he full 5s. when the wheat is taken to 
he railway siding. . Although it has 
been stated that the farmers do not eX- 
_ pect or desire to be paid the whole 5s., 
I say that that statement is not correct. 
The farmers do desire and expect the 
payment of the full amount guaranteed. 
_ Sir Josera Coox.—Would the: honor- 


: b (ey mind indicating where. the. 


yl on. the Treasury Lene 
in die abe position of vee 


was 


_ 


ms i in Tose to the guarantee, A 
s to whether the amount would be paid 
ices) TE asked the: Prime Minister a 


i 


That will — 


bushel on delivery. But 1 was pat pe Rat 


satisfaction to the wheat. 


tack if 


ina position, ta. adie a 
fat would ig $0 as soon ee: 


cucghes ‘pol 
speech at, Beadtes mies t a eet ago : 
Prime Minister said it was intended 
guarantee 5s. per bushel at. railway si 


for the 1920-21 crop. Despite what the - 


Prime Minister has said to-day, and 


withstanding the remarks of the honor 


member for Echuca (Mr. Hill), that staite- 
ment—made in the course of the poliey 


: speech—conveyed to the ‘Gagne of 


of toe Federal Ganuncitier to! pee 5 
electioneering cry. The Prime Minis er 
merely talked about 5s. in order to ob 

the votes of the farmers; and, after tw 
months, the Government are still une 
cided as to how to redeem their pro 
indeed, concerning what to do at 
Wheat-growers im my electorate. 

tioee ihesd ies Sena now that ae 


or to Fame hae prdin, ee 
Mr. Hitu.—There need. be. no “dea 
about what to do. ie x 
Mi. Mia MoWruntams.—Surely nob, wit 
Sie alias Of Fs. Gall cos at 
Mr. LAVELLE.—I ‘repeat tha 
farmers are undecided what to do. 
have had enough of receiving mon 
their crops in dribs in drabs. They ha 
had enough of Wheat Pools run by 
agents, gentlemen to whom the 
Minister referred as experts. They. 
experts, he sald, | so far as selling wh 
was concerned. None are besa: 


is, the nay fiand: of ae fariog? 
Mr. LAVELLE. — Absolutely. 


South Wales nearly every pedi, 


rate has routrned a ae See a 


ing. ae deute: in that Skate: 


Mr. Parker Motowey. ad 
toria, too. 


Government sma eneke of the ga 
3; but, in New & 















he. fact that. there is a Labour Govern-. 
ment in power, the farmers have a 
guarantee of 7s. 6d. The Government in 
that State know how they are going to get 
their money, and the farmers know that 
_ they are going to reecive 2s. 6d. per bushel 

-on delivery. The State Government have 







ae hn 
ion = 


guaranteed it, and that is-sufficient for ° 


_ the farmers; they know they will get it. 
It is in the ‘matter of the Commonwealth 
- guarantee that the farmers want to’ know 
something definite. We have had enough 
of the Prime Minister interfering with 
__ oversea sales during the past two or three 
seasons, and we have had.more than 
: enough of these wheat-sell ng, farmer-seil- 
- ing experts. We say that all Pools should 
_ be kept out of the hands of the agents 
-.and brokers, in the best interests of pro- 
_ ducers and consumers. 
formed and controlled by representatives ~ 
_ of the producers and consumers, andthe 
 wheat-selling agents were excluded, satis- 
faction might be looked for ; but, as things” 
are, we demand that the Government shall 
state definitely how taey propose to make 
ther payment of 5s., and when. 
Sir Josepx Coox. Then, s'nce the hon- 
orable member demands it, here it is. 
Mr, LAVELLE.—The Treasurer waves 
his hand as the Prime Minister has been 
alrily doing ; yet, eleven months after the 
- promise was made at Bendigo, the Prime 
_ Minister still says he does not know how 
the promise is to be kept. The farmers 
are expecting the 5s. to be paid, and if 
they do not receive it they will have some- 
Won: to say at the next elections. 


Mr, LAZZARINI (Werriwa) ,[3. 56 |.— 
_ i strongly support the motion. If it is to 
be expected—as the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes) has indicated to- day—that our 
wheat will sell considerably in excess of 
5s. per bushel, there should be no diffi- 
oultv in. making an advance of 5s. on de-— 
livery. In fact, if the farmers are to be 
required to put their wheat into the Pool, 
and if matters turn out as the Prime 
_ Minister hopes, there should be no diffi- 
cultv in giving farmers at least half the 
sum which their wheat will realize. 
Pa Sir Josepn Coox.—That would involve 
£30,000,000. Will the honorable member 
tell me where we are going to get it? 
- Mr. LAZZARINTI. — The Mies 


os 








gE country branches in es bect ‘of 
the pee which phe Government take; 
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If the Pool were — 





1920-21. 
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and, as the Government > receive Mes 
payments for the wheat, they could can- 
cel the cash credits in the banks. It Seon 
all be done as simply as possible. 

Sir Josepn Coox.—I quite realize that, 
but still I do not know where the Taner 
is to come from : 

Mr. LAZZARINI.—How much money 
does the Treasurer really think changes © 
hands in a great national transaction In- — 
volving £30,000,000? There would not 
be £10,000 in actual cash ever trans- | 
ferred. It is all a matter of the transfer 
of credits from one set of individuals to ges 
another, arid if the Treasurer does not 
know that, if amounts to a serious ad- W 
mission. 3 

Sir JosepH Coox.—Nevertheless, 
make that admission. 

Mr. LAZZARINI.—The Prime Min-  _ 
ir said to-day that the Government 
feould not make a statement about this 
“matter. During the election campaign he , 

was able to make any number of state- 
‘ments. He could talk about the huge 
indemnity which we were to expect; but 
now he knows nothing about it. At elec- 
ug time he would promise not merely 

but 20s.,; for the farmers’ wheat, if: 
ne thought that that would help him and ae 
his colleagues back to the Treasury _ 
bench. Now, however, he says he does 
not know anything. He cannot carry oub 
either his definite promises or fulfil hig 
obligations to the struggling primary pro- 
ducers. We are told that the advice of 
the best wheat experts has been secured. 
Are these experts like the gentleman who 
was appointed Controller of the first — 
Wheat Pool in New South Wales? The — 
only time he ever saw wheat was when 
he had to do a little parcelling out of seed 
to the needy farmers. What qualifications _ 
have these experts? Why should the ie 
middlemen be represented ? i 

Mr. Roperrs.—One of the gentlemen 
to whom the honorable member refers was _ 
appointed by the Government of New 
South Wales, and ‘he has nothing to do — 
with the central administration of tha) : 
Pool. ne 
Mr. LAZZARINI.—The whole busine 
of creating another Pool, and of repaying 
the farmer in dribs and drabs, is nothing 
more nor less than a scheme to perpetuate 
stock exchange gambling in wheat scrip. — 
-The Government are merely carrying out 
the policy which they have advanced on 
any and every occasiop since they came 
inta power. They will‘do all they possibly — 


rie 










man and the profiteer, at the expense of 
ithe producer and the general community. 
If the farmer is to be given an oppor- 
tunity to balance his financial obligations 
particularly since, in New South Wales,’ 
ae has. been badly hit. by drought—the 
_ Government must guarantee a cash pay- - 
ment of 5s. per bushel as soon as the 
wheat has been delivered at a railway 
_ siding. 

Mr. BLAKELEY (Darling) [4.5]— 

The Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) this 
iy afternoon made two long, rambling state- 
- ments, which contained very little infor- 
i “oon He wandered all over the hemi- 
Ba hbk but it was not till the honorable 
member for Echuca (Mr. Hill) asked him 
for information regarding a cash advance 
‘that there was elicited a refusal to men- 
_ tion any sum whatever. The Bovirnede: 
of New South Wales 
bound themselves to pay 2s. 6d. per 
ee cash down upant delivery at a rail-_ 

way siding. 
> Mr. Fenton. Ag the Queensland Go- 

: - vemtion are guaranteeing 3s. per bushel 
over and above the amount of the Com- 
_monwealth guarantee. 

Mr. BLAKELEY. — That 2s. 6d. 
means a great deal to the farmers of New 
Bouth Wales, but, will not be nearly suffi- 
 eient to allow them to. meet their obliga- 

| gona, because for the last three seasons, 
ae in some parts of the State, four sea- 
sons, the crops have been absolute 
failures, _ There are very few farmers 
who are not mortgaged right up to the 
ast penny of the value of their property. 
I suppose similar conditions apply to the 
farmers in all the wheat-producing 
States, and the only possible way in which 
their anxieties can be relieved is by a 
definite pronouncement from the Oom- 
monwealth Government on the lines of 
that made by the New South Wales Go- 
vernment. The 2s. 6d. advance by the 
‘State Government will at any rate give 
_ the farmers the opportunity of gauging 
_ their liabilities and chances of paying off 
their mortgages. 

.» Mr. Maxwert. — If a man delivers 
1,000 | ‘bushels of wheat at a siding, and 
his” delivery-note is indorsed at 5s. per 
bushel, is it not as good as a payment in. 
eash? 
ji Mi’ 
yernment would arrange a system of. 
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ne to. beast and oie up noe ‘awta 


~ value. 


have ee 


BLAKELEY.—Yes; if the Go- 2 


t; but. not when the farmer. is a 






asd. to ral his brdaredd te t : 
or other financial institution, which yet 
its “eut” for negotiating it. It would 
merely* be repeating, the unsatisfactory 
routine of payments of 1d., 4d., 5d 
6d. on various wheat scrip, by which the — 
farmers have been despoiled for the last 
four years, and which has resulted in 
sorts of gambling, much of it ofa 
‘sinister nature. In fact, many of 
‘operations of the dtirerent Wheat Px 
have, to say the very least of them, been 
rather smellsome. It is within th 
power of the Commonwealth Governmer 
acting in conjunction with the Wheat 
Board, to prevent all gambling i in wheat 
serip. The farmer should not be 
liged to dispose of his scrip at under 
Tt could be avoided, but when we 
seek to obtain the assistance of the Coun- 
try party to prevent it, we find tliat | 
are at one with the Government, and 
“frmly believe that the only possible Ww 
in which ‘the Wheat Pool can be conducte 
is on the old bad lines of the past. : 
cording to the honorable membe 
Echuca (Mr. Hill), it is impossik 
give an advance of 5s. per bushel, because 
It would represent an advance of ab 
£34,000,000, Yet in the same breat th 
honorable. member says, “We want | 
per bushel.” CN ae 
My, Daun. + T nee not “say oie We: 
wanted it. I said that - we would ve 
much like to have it. Sea 
Mr. BLAKELEY, — The howe a 
member pooh-poohed the idea of a cas 
advance of 5s. per bushel, but expr 
the hope, and possibly anticipated, é 
an advance of 4s. per bushel would 
made, which would represent a tot 
vanee of about £27,000,000, 
£7,000,000 less than would ‘be re 
for an advance of 5s. The greatest f 
to be taken into consideration is the fi 
cial situation of the farmers. If the Sta 
Government of New South Wales can 
afford a cash payment of 2s. 6d. — 
bushel, surely the Commence | 
vernment w-th all its possibilities and 
portunities, could arrange to advance an- 
other 2s. 6d. per bushel immediately upor 
delivery of the wheat at a railway sid. 
I urge the Government to do it 
good. reason why we should endeavou 
give some stability. to nine is 
fact that during the last s ye 
area peer ee in ie stra 

















































































— @ent. of aie total area previously under 


cultivation. In the face of these appall- 
ing figures, honorable members will 
realize that unless something is done 


quickly in order to give some greater sta- 
ys bility to the industry, many more farmers 
will cease to follow the calling of wheat- 
growing. As the question of arranging 
freights is most important,. I hope the 
_ Wheat Board, acting in co-operation with 
i > the Government, will at once make the 
[| s mecessary shipping arrangements. Al- 
though by December next our wheat will 
be piling up in its millions of tons, no 
‘step has yet been taken to arrange 

_ freights to get the harvest away. 
Mr. Arxinson.—The honorable mem- 
ber: could not expect the Commonwealth 
Government to have done very much so 


far, “seeing that it has only just come into 


“the arrangement. 
Mr. BLAKELEY.—The Government 
knew the position. © 
“Mr. Arxtnson.—But they did not 
oe that they were to enter into this 
Special arrangement. ; 
Mr. BLAKELEY.—The Government 
; havea responsibility to the people of Aus- 
tralia, which they have not realized, but 
») have? ib contented themselves by saying, 
“We will wait until such and such cir- 
- eumstances arise; we will wait until the 
Wheat Board is "established. ” But, al- 
though we are now within three months 
of the harvesting of the whole of these 
millions of tons of wheat, we are told by 
the Prime Minister that not one step has 
been taken to arrange for freight to re- 
move it to the overseas markets. J hope 
that at a very early date the Government 
‘ will tell the farmers that they will receive 
2s. 6d. or 3s. per bushel immediately on 
the delivery of the wheat at the railway 
siding.. That offer, in conjunction with 
the State Government's cash payment of 
] %s. 6d. per bushel, would enable the 
} ~ farmers of New South Wales to carry on 
for a certain time; but, so far as the 
farmers of Victoria, South Australia, and 
Western Australia are concerned, the 
amount should be increased. 
Mr. RODGERS (Wannon—Honorary 
mi - Minister) [4.14] —In the past, the Go- 
vernment have been blamed because, dur- 
ing the war period, there has come about 
Ba. 2 aaa in hog: area a agricul: 
Te 822 vy i 












00 a acres, or 33 per ture in Australia; but the present ig an 


there was brought under cultive ation the ; 





appropriate time ioe reminding honor- 
able members that this country has ip 
sight what pre-harvest estimates indicate 
will be the second biggest crop’ ever 
garnered in its history. The greatest 
Australian harvest, of course, was in the 
season 1915-16 following a drought, when 


whole of the land that had failed in the eae 
previous season, as well as the area that > 
had been fallowed during the drought — 
period. I am pleased to recognise the 
reasonable attitude of the direct yepro- 
sentatives of the farmers in this Cham- 
ber, particularly that of the honorable 
member for Kehuea (Mr. Hill). er. 

Mr, Buaxetey.—I am as much a repre- ~ 
sentative of the farmers as is the honor- ae 
able member for Echuca. re 

Mr, RODGERS.—That is not. so, be- at 


cause the honorable member for Bohuen 





‘was specially selected by the Australian — 


farmers to represent them on the Wheat — 
Board. He takes up the reasonable atti- 
tude, that, owing to the prospect of Aus- 
tralia having a harvest of 135,000,000 
bushels, an expenditure of, roughly, _ 
£37,000,000 would be involved in the pay- 
ment of a guarantee of 5s. per buspe? aa. 
immediately upon delivery. 5 

I take quite a contrary view to that afte ¢ 
the honorable member for Calare (Mr. ~ 
Lavelle), that so much wheat will be cut 
for hay. I believe that very little will 
be cut for hay. I think that the farmers) 
will be only too anxious to get the benefit 
of the world’s prices for wheat, partieu- 
larly in New South Wales, where there 
would possibly be a total guarantee of 
7s. 6d. per bushel. Of course, I recognise 
that the farmers of that State have hada 
bad time. They did not benefit last year 
by the high prices obtained for the wheat 
grown in other more fortunate States, 
and it is possible that, on account of this, 
the State Government has guaranteed 
them a payment of 2s. 6d. per bushel. 
This, on a 45,000,000-bushel crop—the 
most sanguine ‘estimates in New. South 
Wales prophesy that—will mean a pay- 
ment of £5,625,000 on wheat that, imme- 
diately on delivery, will pags from. the 
New South Wales Government to the con- 
trol of the Australian Wheat Board, and 
be available for the purpose of financing 
whatever payment is made by the Com- 
monwealth Government. How the New 
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parties at the last general election. 


4 4 gut ; ‘ Dh dey” 
Adjournment 


“South “Wales 
finance this £5,625,000 is no concern of 
this Chamber, brit 1 would remind them 
that the ieat will not be available for 


them for their own direct financing ; and 


it will probably be found, when if 1s 
~ boiled down, that the Commonwealth 
- Government and the Australian Wheat 
- Board will be obliged to give material 
assistance in meeting the State guarantee. 
Mr. Arxinson.—Do the New South 
- Wales Government propose to pay the 2s. 
6d. per bushel on delivery? 
~ Mr. RODGERS.— Yes. 
| bahia matter of a guarantee to the farmers, 


~ there was a difference between the policies 


put before the electors by the different 
: The 
Labour party promised to. pay 5s. per 
_ bushel upon delivery of the wheat. The 
_ National party promised a guarantee of 

5s. per bushel, and the Prime Minister 


| ' has kept his promise, and his pledge, that 


his Government would not compel the 


farmers to take on the Pool, but that if 


uae ae Mr. GIBson. 


ae the wheat States decided to establish one, 
‘, the 


Commonwealth Government would 
pend them all their assistance and or- 
ganization for the purpose of financing 
the scheme and realizing on the sale of 
the harvest overseas. I take this oppor- 
tunity of urging upon the Board, what 
I am sure they will recognise, the great 
necessity for moving by forward sales 
- some of the early wheat. Our capacity 
_ to finance will be greatly assisted by sell- 

_ Ing as quickly as possible, and getting the 
advantage of the world’s high prices to- 
_. day, which no one can guarantee will con- 
tinue for the whole year. I urge the 


Board to sell as much as they consider 
: reasonable should be sold: at this: stage, 
and, if possible, to secure the necessary 
» freight. 
selves to these. two channels, 


If the Board will confine them- 
they will 
_ render the Australian farmers very great 
- ‘Bervice, \and make sure of, at least, a 
fair average price. It must be borne in 
mind that a portion | of the harvest will 








_- have to be held in ata until the new 


"season declares itself, 








Mr. RODGERS.—I ds not proposes to 


: pons into that question, but the Board Ee 


_ doubt recognise that they could. not, 


the early stages, sell the whole of te 
_ wheat brought into the Pool. Looking 





Government propose to- 


In regard to . 


: years’ 


the Commonwealth can differentiate sane 
first pavment. 


ber has. 


at the se aes of the harvest ' in eee . Mitel sete 



























ie is sR impossible- 6, anticip te] 


ae. in Hoo a re lg cat 


stace T yeas members not to press for’ n 
immediate declaration as to hae amount 


Board are cree SAveneed 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY ‘(Hum 


Secular, but, unfortunately, Geithee ie 
thrown much light on the plaka ei 


ing special consideration to. at any ra 
the farmers of New South Wales, who, 


dronehud ne “ty 
Mr. Rope GERS. —I] pea that the | farm i : 


cases Shania be looked into. tt 
arrangement can be made between | 
Commonwealth and the States to incr 
the advance, every facility will be affo 
hy the Commonealth to the States, 
I do not say that. as a matter of po 


Mr. PARKER “MOLONEY. —That 
practically a refusal. 


Mr. Ropcers.—It is nothing of ; 
kind. 





that we cannot get something ‘™m 
definite. There are hundreds of farm 
in New South Wales who Cee 
ruined by Crane 


tions of ce Wiest Pool, * ° cnie 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.- ay the Rave) 


ine without Se yes T can assure 


Bees of Bs. a bushel Be: thet 
at railway sidings. a 

Mr. Ricwarp Foster. —They have 
technical meaning. 


hewdeink about technicalities — 
man on the land, who has not the: 
devote to them that the ie 
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_ Mr. Roncrers.—After five years’ experi- 
ence of the Wheat Pool, the farmers know 


- what the words mean. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Permit 
“me to finish. The honorable member for 
‘Gwydir (Mr. Cunningham) has assured 
me, and if he had time’ would tell the 
House, that he put in his present crop 
on the distinct understanding that he was 
goine to be paid 5s. per bushel at the 
railway siding. | 

Mr. Srewart.—I thought. the same 
thing. 


“Mr, PARKER MOLONEY.—In’ the 


face of that, what is the good of the 
honorable member for Echuca (Mr. Hill) 
saying what he has said. ; 
- Mr. Hitt.—It was never said that the 
farmers would get the payment in one 
lump. 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—tThe in- 
terpretation put on the words by the men 
on the land is a reasonable one. 
Mr. Strewarr.—Very many farmers 
have put that interpretation on them. 
- Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—There is 
‘no doubt about that, and it is no use the 
Prime Minister telling us that that was 
- not what was meant. I believe the words 
were used on the hustings in order to con- 
vey that impression to the farmers. 
_ Mr. Roperrs.—Ours is a guarantee. 
Mr’ PARKER MOLONEY>?=—It was a 


guarantee to pay 5s. on delivery at the 


railway siding. 
_ Mr. Ropcers.—Not on delivery. . 
_ Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—The hon- 
_orable ‘member for Echuca went to some 
_ trouble to-day in order to assist and sup- 
_ port the Prime Minister in his statement 
to the House—a statement which is the 
direct antithesis of what he said on the 
platform at Bendigo when opening his 
election campaign. 
Mr. Hrtit.—You cannot accuse me of 
holding any brief for the Prime Minister, 
but I am going to be fair. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—1 am 


speaking of to-day’s proceedings. I must 
admit that in the past the honorable 
member has not given me the impression 
_ of trying to assist the Prime Minister, 
and | was rather surprised to-day to hear 
his endeavour to help the right honorable 
gent:eman in his difficult position, out of 
which it would be hard for him to get 


without assistance. 


Mr. Ropcers.—You want the honor- 
able member to make a deliberately false 


statement? — 
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Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. — The 
Minister may interpret the position as he 
likes, but I know of hundreds of farmers 
in my electorate who believed that when 
they delivered their wheat at the railway 
siding they would get 5s. per bushel. 
Other honorable members may interpret — 
the Prime Minister’s words as they 
choose, but, in any case, the right honor- | 
able gentleman should have been more — 
guarded than to make a statement ad- 
mitting of two meanings. ea 

Mr. Srewarr.—You must- admit that — 
it was a clever statement. | 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Cer- 
tainly; I believe it was made for voter — 
catching purposes, and it served its pur-— 
pose. If the Government are not going to 


adhere to the definite promise made at 


Bendigo, then, at any rate, some special 


treatment should be given to the wheat- 
- growers of New South Wales. 


Many of 
these men have been ruined and have had ~ 
fo go off the land altogether, while others, 
on the strength of the promise, have © 
made a supreme effort to carry on, and 

to-day, in consequence, are living under 
heavy mortgages. They were looking for- 

ward for relief when they delivered their 
harvest at the railway siding, and, in ~ 


‘anticipation, they ran heavily into debi — 
in order to continue production. Cts 


Mr. Ropcers.—I can give you one de- 
finite promise, and that is that the a 
Bendigo promise will be fulfilled. ee 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Accord- — 
ing to the farmers’ interpretation—ac- — 
cording to the interpretation of the hon-— 
orabie member for Gwydir (Mr. Cun-_ 
ningham) and the honorable member for 
Wimmera (Mr. Stewart)? I understand — 
that there are other honorable members _ 
who wish to address themselves to this: 
question and, under the circumstances, 1b 
would be reasonable jf an extension of 
time were granted. aN 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot J ohn- oe 
son ):—According to the Standing Orders, — 
the time has already expired for a motion — 
of this kind. It is, therefore, too late to — 
move for an extension, The orders of © 


- 


-the day should now be called on, unless 


by leave of the House, which can only 
be given unanimously. Questions on the — 
business-paper are permitted to be dis- — 
posed of ‘first. | Ris 

Debate wmterrupted 
order. 119. 





under standing 












rey 


upon 





Mr FENTON, ‘(for De 
sked the eas 






lake: any selene against ie Senne 
and exploiters of the Badak Tin Mining Com- 
pany? 

“2. If the Federal Tae Department cannot 
find any way of proceeding, will the Govern- 
ment offer a prize for competition by mem- 
bers of the legal profession as to the best mode 
of procedure to follow, in order to sip ain Aus- 

tralia from the threatening slur? 


* Mr. LAIRD SMITH (for ie. 
Hucnes)—tIf any breach of Common- 
wealth law is disclosed, the Government 
will. ee ee proceedings as are called 
for. 























‘ HUME DAM. © 
ee ion or ELECTRICITY. 


Mr. HILL asked the Prime Minister, 
upon notice— 


1, Whether the Hume hide is being so coh- 
structed as to allow the future installation of 
turbines or other machinery for the generation 
of. electricity for lighting and power, with a 
view to industrial expansion, and . providing 
ower for agricultural and other purposes? 
a at not, “will the Government give imme- 
diate attention to the matter, before the works 
are too far advanced, so that the Murray 
waters may be used for these purposes? 


(ee eeit  JOCHPH. GOOK. (for Mr. 
Sc ca —The answers to the honor- 
able ‘member’s questions are as follow:— 


1. Provision is to be made for the connexions 

necessary to use the discharged water for gene- 

; | oe electricity or other forms of energy. 
2. ne answer to No. 1. 





as 








PURCHASE OF TIMBER MILLS, 
i ‘QUEENSLAND. 


Mr TUDOR (for Dr. ‘Matonzy) 
asked ae Prime Minister, woon notice— 


1, At what price was Brett’s mill, “at Kil- 
ney, Queensland, (recently purchased by 
Brett for a few hundred pounds), acquired in 
connexion with the recent purchase by the Go- 
| yernment? | 

2. What quantity is commereially ay ailaiie 
f the total footage of standing pine alleged 
» be. within the areas purchased ? 

8. What are the qualifications of Mr. A. E. 
ee as an expere. in ean ipod yes 



















Be utilized 1 

i JOSEPH COOK ae Aen: 
ey The answers to the honorable 
rs questions, are as follow:— 






Bay r Samford Blackbutt. and 


bat 


‘he | whole of Mr. Brett’s mills and. cae 


“land, an “the tim er 
area of 7,380 acres, were pu: 
tpagene the a asked Paes 













larney areas, as cipashen ay the honorable 
ber. te 


AN Borky seven re super. feet in 
round, which will produce approxi 
30,000,000 super. feet of sawn timber. 
addition, the areas contain 76,000,000 su 
feet -of hardwood and scrubwoods in the ro 
which will produce Sender ahi! 4] ,00 
super. feet of sawn timber. _ Ne 


3. Mr. Barton is well oe and Hae : 











































sidered that in such a pepe as tha 
ferred to independent reports, both in rega 
to the quantities of the timber availabl 
well as to the value of the properties, sho 
be obtained from cabs and ‘this: anes 
ihe. ‘ pines 


TELEPH ONE MECHAN 
PROMOTIONS. 


Mr. WATKINS asked the Post 
onarah upon ROE we Gi 


nation as senior Guechaaes at an ex 
held before ‘the: Name viz... Wesson 4 


Hae a par whi" in “1913, er ah eu 
a subsequent examination held in 1914, 
been promoted over the heads: of officers 
qualified in 19137? Giants, 


4. How will the “‘elophons. ona 
qualified as senior mechanics in 1913 stand in 
regard to promotion with the mechanics wh 
will qualify at the forthcoming. seni 
chanics’ examination being held this m 


5. Will the mechanics who proved thei 
petence and ability for promotion nearly s 
years ago receive’ ‘appointment as senior 
chanics before any of the successful cand 
from | the hi ie 
examination?) 5) 0% 


6. If not, what is 
competent, men wee ; 
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3 TION AND. REVENUE. 


Hat ‘FENTON (for Dr. ‘Matowry) 
asked the Treasurer, upon notice— 

What. does he intend to do, if prohibition is 
earried ‘in Victoria, to make up for the loss 
ef revenue on alcohol from Customs and Ex- 
ise? 

Loy, "i OSEPH COOK. —[t 1s not usual 
Tee answer hypothetical queries. The 
question will be eonsidered when the 


. Ronis aig arises. 


GENERATING. OF ELECTRICITY : 
. WATER, AND OTHER POWER. 


‘Investi¢atton: By DomINIONs. ; 


Be -JOSEPT COOK.—On the 15th 
_ Beptember the honorable member for 
Cowper (Dr. Earle Page) asked the fol- 
ee questions :— 


1. Whether it is a fact that the British Go- 
“yernment. has suggested to self-governing Do- 


minions that they should take stock of their 


‘facilities for generating electricity, whether 
from water power, coal, oil, or other source of 


energy, and. should appreciate their permanent 


upon which other manufacturing trades, 


_ and ever-increasing importance to the Empire? 
2, Whether it is further urged, at the same 
time, that electrical supply ought to be con- 
‘sidered as a matter of Imperial Lee aiee 
a 
forms of railway traction, munition works, the 
prod uction of fertilizers, and other aids to 


agriculture, will largely depend, and that. the 


Empire’s available resources for this purpose 


should not be allowed to pass into alien hands, 
“COR under alien control? — 


. 


\ 








Bi ee wonld be: poate: 


3. Is it a fact that the Dominion of Canada 
in 1910 appointed a Commission of Conserva- 
tion to investigate the character and extent of 
the various natural resources of Canada? 

4. Is it a fact that, in pursuance of this in- 
vestigation, the Commission, in collaboration 
with the various Provincial Governments in 
Canada, who had commenced work ‘on investi- 


gating their water-powers prior to the forma- 
tion of the Commission, has been systematic- 


ally at work on an assessment of the water- 
powers of the Dominion, and that reports on 
the water-powers of the Provinces of Prince 


Edward Island, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, 


Quebec, (Ontaris. Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Al- 
berta, and British Columbia have now been 
published ? 

5. Is it a fact that in ‘Anbtratin: New South 
Wales and Tasmania, and perhaps, to some 
extent, Queensland and Victoria, have made 
preliminary investigations and collected cer- 
tain information with regard to their waters 
powers? 

6. Does the Prime Minister propose to take 
similar action, both from an Imperial and 
from a Federal point of view, in respect of 
the sources of power in Australia? 


My colleague then promised that in- 
I now desire to 








1 Ee a hibnoruble Hea it the Pe 
following reply :— : - 









1 and 2. The British Government appointed re 
a Committee of the Conjoint Board of Scien- 
tific Societies to report upon what was being 
done to ascertain the amount of distribution 
of water-power in the British Empire. That 
Committee recommended the British Govern 
ment to bring before the notice of the Indian 
Government and of the various Dominion Go-. 
vernments and of the governing bodies of ey Ae 
Crown Colonies the necessity for a close, ‘Sys i 
tematic investigation of the economic possi- a 
bilities; but the Commonwealth Government — 
has not yet received any communication on oe as 
matter. ganas 

3. Yes. 15h 

4, There is a Special Committee on Waters 4 
and Water- -powers working in conjunction with 
the Commission of Conservation, which repre- 
sents the various Canadian Provinces. Tn 1942 
the Commission published a report on the 
waterworks of Camada, in 1913 a report on 
Long: Sault Rapids (St. Lawrence River), ands 
in 1919, water-powers of British Columbia. 

5. Ven, ; 

6. This is rather a matter for State action. — 


PAPER. De 
The following paper was presented:— 


Naval Defence—Statement by the Minister. : 
for the Navy explanatory of the Navy Esti- aces 
mates 1920-21. ; 


Ordered to be printed. 


ESTIMATES 1920-21. 
Appirions, New Works, BumLpInes, ey 
In Commitee of Supply (Considers 


tion resumed from 22nd September, Ui x 
page 4843): | Wa 


DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE—MILITARY. — 


Proposed vote, £1,302,153. | 
Upon which Mr. Ritey had moved— 








That the proposed vote be reduced by £1. 


Mr. WATKINS (Neweastle) {4.35]e0 
I. desire to bring under the notice of the — : 
Assistant Minister for Defence (Sir Gran-_ 
ville Ryrie) instances of what I regard as” 
waste aifd mismanagement in connexion oe 
with the Department of Defence. In my 
own electorate some £15,000 was ex-— 
pended upon the establishment of a camp 
at Adamstown, immediately alongside one | 
of the best ranges in Australia. The ~ 
Camp was sewered and elaborately fitted 
up, but it suddenly dawned on the De : 
_partment that, although the population 
of the district is increasing more rapidly 
than that-of any other part of the Com 
monwealth, ahe aa Bere Me gases L 


say 























a paihing. aroun: No ore 
ines should be. Wathen | and re- 
“moved, at a cosh of 
£10, 000, to Rutherford, 25 miles distant, 


oy order to combine the training opera-. 


eons: of two distinct districts. I am not 
"going to argue that there should not be 
ae camp at Rutherford. As time goes on 
it will be found that the population is 
ces large to warrant the provision 
of separate camps, and I certainly think 
a mistake has been made in deciding to 
‘ : close down the camp at Adamstown. It 
| appears that the matter was first reported 
on by an officer from Melbourne, who de- 
~clared that. the Adamstown site was one 
of the best that could be selected: 
connected up with Newcastle, and can be 












_ supplied for less than it would be possible 


to supply any other camp in any other 


_ part of the country, yet it is to be closed. 


andthe sons of artisans—boys out of the 
-mines—are to be compelled to travel 25 
“miles to the Rutherford camp, which is 
‘some miles away from the range at which 
_ they will have to do their shooting. 
The decision to dismantle the. camp at 
Adamstown was the result of inquiries 
“made by a Business Board. I do not know 
whether the members of that Board 
visited the camp, and I am at a loss to 






understand how they could estimate the 


progress that the district is making with- 
out a personal inspection. There can be 
no doubt that the district is rapidly de- 
e veloping. ~ That is the opinion of members 
who recently saw it and who expressed 
their astonishment at the progress that 
was being made. The Business Board re- 
ferred the whole matter to a Board of 

_ three, two of whom live in the district to 

_ which these buildings are to be removed. 
In fairness to them, however, I should 
"say that tliey urged that there was room 
for two separate camps. To dismantle 
the Adamstown camp will be to make’a 
serious mistake. 
within the next few years, it will be found 
necessary to re-build it. We were told 
yesterday that compulsory training is de- 

i signed not only to fit our boys for mili- 
tary” service, but to develop them physic- 
ally. ‘The Adamstown camp is peculiarly 
fitted for the training of boys. It is situ- 
ated on healthy, undulating country, and 
is within a few minutes’. walk of the sea 
| Beach, where trainees can enjoy a refresh- 
lng bath. This case illustrates the inepti- 
tude of some people connected with the 
Department. 













aha ae the ce 


something like 


“tino camps. ‘ 


UR mestcbe 


and the executive of the National Rifl 


| een over, since, if the Bisley team is 


I ami convinced that,’ 


oe is to be. peal a A 





















oud do: to erech at the ey ies 
buildings constructed with locally- 
timber. I ask the Minister, befor 
finite action is taken, to 
examine the report of the Board of t 
They are reliable. military men, on 
whom saw service abroad, and they r 
ported that. the nocessi vies of the case 


Sir GRANVILLE Rynre.—1 shall -— 


into the matter. 


ea | ee the attention of the Act 
Minister for nine, A Sir vi 














































ae and BON there is no vie rang 
Western Australia-which provides for 
maximum range of 1,000 yards. 
Osborne, which is the. official mili 
range, and is used also by membe 
most of the metropolitan rifle clubs, — 
maximum ee is 800 ee 


to the eu plone ot Snersasiaen th 
range to the maximum of 1,000 yards. 
understand that the chief difficulty 3 is du 
to a dispute between. departmental offic 


Association as to the cost of making t 
extension. The Association estimates — 
cost at only a few ‘hundred pou 
whereas the estimate of the mil 
authorities is about £2,500. This is 
urgent matter. We cannot allow ib 


fire in matches in Western Australia, 
maximum firing range of 1,000 yards w 
be requisite. 1 would point out to 
eats that any difference: between: the 





due 


PE | 


tings. The Cetin of such 
on “the ordinary — Ecipe scale H 













‘fem Minister alas ches’ way ae an agree- 


__ ment whereby a temporary extension of the 
range to 1,000 yards could be secured for 


the series of meetings and matches which~ 


the National Rifle Association of Western 
Australia is anxious to arrange for the 
' yisiting Bisley team, the circumstances 
of the moment aA be met. I am not 
anxious to add unnecessarily to the ex- 
penditure of the Commonwealth at the 
present time, but a grave injustice will 
be done to the riflemen of Western Aus- 
tralia if, owing to lack of adequate range 
accommodation, they are not given an op- 
portunity to compete with the Bisley 
team. Knowing that the Minister will 
_ be familiar with the military training as 
well as the rifle club point of view, I ask 
‘him to give serious consideration to my 
‘suggestion, that _temporary provision 
_ should be made to assist in the conduct of 
‘ these matches at the end of the year. 


Mr, WEST (Hast Sydney) {4.50].—I 


» think if the Minister in charge of a De- 


A partment were to explain the items con- 
- tained in his Estimates, he would avoid 
a lot of opposition and delay due to mis- 

_ understanding. There are some items 
in these Estimates, to which not even the 
most fanatical anti-militarist could object. 
There are, for instance, the amount for 

. the cordite factory, and another sum for 
the clothing factory. Honorable mem- 
bers have been urging the Government 
_t® increase the production of cloth 
knowing, that if the production is. in- ex- 
cess of “military requirements the public 
will purchase the balance. The cloth 


is of good quality, and suitable for the 


climate, and if could be sold at a price 
which is within the means of the average 
citizen. There is also provision for the 
purchase of -heavy guns.’ Whether or 
not we are opposed to militarism, Aus- 
tralia must necessarily have on hand 
some instruments of protection and de- 
struction, even if it abandons the system 
of compulsory training. If the Assistant 
Minister for Defence (Sir Granville 
Ryrie) would explain some of these items 
he would secure a_quicker passage for his 
Estimates. None of us desire to en- 
courage war, and I am of opinion that 
if democratic rule in other parts of the 
world were advanced to even the standard 
obtained in Australia wars would ‘cease. 
No truly democratic nation would go to 
war except by a resolution of the Parlia- 
ment, and [ do not think any Parliament 





Prime Minister at the earliest possible 





~ 1920-21. 










would agree to a resolution which woul 
mean the murdering of its own citizens 
Some of the items contained in the Esti-- 
mates are based on the idea that they 
will act as an insurance against attacks 
upon us by others. If a person knows: is 
that you are able to use your fists i | 
takes care not to be too saucy. nee - 
There is one item for expenditure on 
barracks. In Hast Sydney there are — 
large barfacks occupying an area of 40 — 
acres of land. They have been an eye ~ 
sore ‘for a number of years. In 1910 © 
I urged that the land on which the bar- 
racks stood should be made available for 
residential purposes, thus removing an _ 
eyesore, and overcoming an obstacle to 
the obtaining of residental areas near to 
the large centres of employment, Go- 
vernment property cannot be rated by 
the municipalities, and some years ago 
I tried to induce the Commonwealth Go- — 
vernment to follow the example of the 
New South Wales Government by voting 
to each municipality a lump sum to cam- 
pensate for the loss of rates on Govern- 
ment-owned property. I nearly succeeded 
in inducing the then Treasurer, who was — 
a Scotchman, to adopt my suggestion, but 
when he ascertained the extent of Wipes 
perty owned by the Commonwealth 
throughout Australia, and the amount of — 
money that would be involved each year, © 
he rejected the proposal. The whole of — 
the barracks area at Hast Sydney is not 


utilized by the military authorities, and 


the municipality of Paddington has 
asked me to urge the Government ta’ 
erect office accommodation for the De- 
fence Department elsewhere, in the city — 
if necessary, and to shift the training : 
operations to Liverpool. 





Are the barracks situeee 3 
in a residential area cr a business area ! 

Mr. WEST.—tThe area occupied by the 
barracks is suitable for both purposes. — 
It comprises 40 acres in one of the — 
finest, localities about Sydney. — It has 
frontages to four roads. It is intended — 
that a deputation shall wait upon the | 


pee 2s 


moment to urge that military office ac-_ 
commodation be erected elsewhere, and 
the barracks area made available for re- 
sidential purposes. One of the roads to 
which the barracks area has a frontage — 
is virtually in the city, because the boun- 
dary of Syditey proper is on the opposit 
side of the road. Gae the other Ae 





















, arge unrateable area is a great ‘burden to 
it. One of the three roads is wood- 
blocked, and it and a wide path must be 
kept in repair. The grade of one of the 
other roads is such that in wet weather 
- the road becomes badly cut up, and re- 
quires a considerable expenditure on re- 
(pairs. The, Fisher Government pro- 
oe to sell the Oxford-street frontage 
to a depth of 100 feet. The area thus. 
‘ “disposed of? would become rateable, and 
he Be municipality neste gain hun- 
y After { 











activity at the barracks. 
have returned ‘to normal times, it 1s 
thought that such a valuable site should 
be returned to the citizens. Originally 
jit was held by the British Government, 
but on the grant of responsible govern- 
ment it was handed over to New South 
‘Wales. I do not think the fee-simple 
has ever been taken. away from the State 
authorities; therefore, the Commonwealth 
¢annot use the area except for military 
barracks. In the case of Garden Island 
‘the State Government refused to allow 
the Commonwealth Government to re- 
ceive that property from the British Ad- 
_miralty, even in exchange. JI think the 
"parracks are in like cases There is a 
- general consensus of opinion amongst the 
‘residents of East Sydney that the bar- 
racks site should be surrendered and an- 
other ‘site selected on which better office 
aor Ee scaadation for the Defence Depart- 
ment could he erected. The existing 
se buildings: are very old, some of them are 

















Dae tirely unsuited for military purposes. | 
hope the Department will not spend any 
ae ether money there until the Govern- 

it have dealt with this question. 
ig the trouble at-Duntroon? Cadets 
annot be attracted to enter upon their 
course there nowadays. Does not the Min- 

think the establishment Mien to be 
‘ase ? : 










r ae are in ie Caen of Padding- kA 
ton. That is one of the smallest muni- 


eipalities in New South Wales, and this °{5.6].—-'The.. 


them up to 1,000 yards. 


obans to the Wekecn Ausialtan: 


out of repair, and the majority are en-. 


ems Towards | supply | of he 
and of : 


ney — Assistant ‘Ministe or 
honorable m hes 
Fremantle (Mr. Burchell). feaced, a ques 
tion connected with the rifle ranges . 
the Western Australian National «i 
Association, which had to do with an a 
teration of the ranges' so as to ext 
So far as the 
Defence Department is concerned, eee 
have practically severed our connexion — 
with the rifle associations, as regards | ox 
penditure upon upkeep and improvement 
of ranges, by placing an amount 
£50 ,000 upon the Estimates, This sl 


























































of the Coimon we a it will el 
those bodies to use the merely as 
think hone 


view of the pr re nae of a ae f 
riflemen from, Doce and Leese ty ts 


ciation to carry out the necessary alter 
tions. I am prepared to suggest to he 


ee 


Minister for Defence (Senator Pearce) that 


undertake to carry out the necessary - work 
Such jobs can be done far more ec 
mically by a body which is not associate 
with a Government Department. TH 

is much extravagant work done by G 
vernment Departments. t 
to make an alteration, even thoug 
may be of a temporary character, ey 
sist. upon inspections of the locality. 

the preparation of elaborate plans” 
specifications, and, altogether, upo 
work being done so that it will last fo 
lengthy period. If the Western Australia: 
bedy chooses to chia alas its share of th 


might ‘recommend to the Minister: that 
the Up A tiie as augment the Merrie i © 





posdine eae alee which. th 


mittee is entitled to more informatic 
has yet. been furnished. I refer 

















ha _ paid oner the credit of Trost Fund Small 
- Arms Ammunition Account for Reserve 
of Small “Arms Ammunition, £287,048.” 
Fe _ Upon ‘those lines, involving, as they do, 
a large sums of money, there should be 
| _ Ministerial _ explanations. Honorable 
‘ “members should be given particulars of 
the manufacture of rifles at Lithgow. We 

, should know whether those weapons were, 
according to the last report, costing 
between £7 to £9 each—which is about 
double the ‘estimated cost at the time 








when | the machmery was installed 
i ae Honorable members would like 
Aas ee ; have information, also, regarding the 


number of rifles in Blok in Australia, 
_ the number taken away during the war, 
and the number returned; and we should 
be told whether the type ‘of rifle now be- 
ing manufactured at Lithgow is up. to 
date | or obsolete. 


: Mr. McDonatp. -——The honorable mem- 












number of rifles in stock in. Australia, ? 
ey Mr McWILLIAMS. ~-Why not? 
a ‘There is considerable talk about our not 
(cone wisely in publishing details which 
— might be of interest to a potential enemy, 
but the’ probability is that most. of the 
_ information i is known a great deal earlier 
and more completely to outside sources 
| than: ‘to members of this Parliament. 
-, Honorable members should be informed 
whether any alteration has'been effected 
ro) eine, design of the Lithgow rifle, and whe- 
. ther it is proposed to continue the manu- 
. facture of rifles at more than double the 
. Brice at which they are being turned out 

rare other parts of the world to-day. 


‘a Mr. Jacxson.—-One cannot buy an 
3 Bugle | rifle now for twice its previous 


~ 
hie 


wv 


= 
= 


Pest a 
ae Mr. “McWILLIAMS othe Common-' 
4 ne GoLite authorities can buy all the rifles 


they want for about one-fourth the price 
being paid for their manufacture at 
: Lithgow. There are in Great Britain 
to-day hundreds of thousands of rifles 
which will never be used again, and 
Ne which any Dominion Government can buy 
at an exceedingly low figure. I think 
offers in that direction have been made. 
a know that the bigger guns are being 


















price of their actual manufacture. 
guns can be bought almost for: the co 


ptt tae 


a ber would not suggest publishing the, 


ib was the fault of the Lithgow rifle, but, ae 
if we are turning out a weapon which, Ie 


Woollen and Cloth Factory. 


Ae how pete semises ae canoe saan half the | 


‘Sa 





of taking them away. In France, t 
other day, there was a sale of guns, in- 
cluding rifles, which were distributed 
practically for a song. There are stack 
to-day in England thousands upon. tho 
ve of up-to-date rifles, which the Aus 
ralan Government may purchase for an 
ee low figure... The type 0 
rifle which we produced before the wa 
is not such as can now be called an up-to 
date arm. Honorable members shoulc 
be made nonuesetod with the typé oi 
weapon being manufactured, and with 
the class of ammunition being turned 
out. We should know the whale policy 
Government respecting thes 
matters. Without question, the manufac 
ture of rifles at Lithgow has been, to pu 
it very mildly, far from a success. Some 
of those arms were used ‘in Palestine; but 
in Kurope, they were discarded, as they — 
were regarded as being far from modern. — 
Mr. Marr.—All rifles had to bb 
changed during the war, because of the 
higher grade of ammunition which came, — 
into use. It was not the fault of The 
Lithgow rifle. 


Mr McWILLIAMS 1 do nebaay eben 









not suited for the up-to-date ammunition 
now employed, the mistake is ours. We — 





should also have some information about — 

















the Cordite Factory, upon which it is pro- 
posed to expend money, and also about. the 


Mr. Tupor.—That factory has been 
success. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—1I am not sayin 
that it has not been a success, but surely. 
when the Committee is considering pro. 
posals of expenditure on these unde: 
takings, it is not too much to ask that th 
items should be explained even briefly 
There is also the proposed expenditure o 
about £50,000 on providing none 
is al 





last year’ 8 Teueiates, 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—T do not intedis : 
to deal with the Budget now. I ‘merely 
rise to ask for information before bi Bi 
asked to. agree to the votes. 


‘Mr, ATKINSON (Wilmot) [5.2 














. honorable 
_ who has just spoken, I think it is time - 


‘ a a Pa nature, nie very little mee 


been said about the specific items/in this 
- division of the Estimates, but, like the 
member (Mr. Me Williams) 


we were given some information about 
ey Some Minister ought to explain 


how the undertakings in which we have 


a already. engaged in our military opera- 


_tions and their projected. extensions will 
“fit in with the new scheme of Defence. 
The honorable member for Franklin (Mr. 
Mew illiams) has very rightly raised the 


question of the quality of the rifle turned 
out by the Lithgow Small Arms Factory. 
_ As a member of the Committee of Public 


Accounts for 


some years, I have had a 


special opportunity of going into the his- 







items are: before us to-day. 


tory of this establishment. 
ie _ realized anticipations. 
oceasion on which the money for the pro: 


Tt has not 
I remember the 


vision of the Factory was first voted. The 
em appeared on the Estimates as these 
A few hon- 


_ erable members spoke briefly about it, 
and the then Minister for Defence (Sir 


_ Thomas Ewing) made a statement as to 


; ‘ what was expected of the Factory. But 
_ things have not happened as were anti- 


 cipated. 


gay, the number of men employed 


We secured machinery from 
America, but we are obliged to employ 
on it twice as many men as could work 
a similar plant in America. That is to 
is 
greatly in excess of the number it was 


supposed would turn out the estimated 


output; and it took a long time before 


_ the establishment approached anything 
like the output it was expected would be 
: produced within a reasonable time. 
- one would expect the full output all at 
once, 
had to be done excusable in the initial 


No 


Men had to be trained, and much 


stages of an undertaking, but it was a 


reasonable number of rifles. 


very long time before the Lithgow. Fac- 
tory could turn out anything like a 
If we 
them there 


are to continue making 


i Is very important that they should 


be up to date, 


‘and, certainly, that 
they should be suitable for use with 


the latest ammunition devised. The hon- 


orable member for Franklin has touched 


on other items to which I intended to 
call attention—for instance, the proposed 


a expenditure of £267,000 on heavy guns 
and a reserve of gun ammunition. This 


bigs a new item about which we ought to 
_be given some information. Although this: 
year’s estimated expenditure on Defence | y 





r. Atkinson, 


mining unless 


-sives tested in Australia, but shortl 



























































of these fades aad to be. left 
abeyance, but now that the war 
quite over it is arate: to aa our 


question a carrying | tet ee necessary “ 
extensions to existing plants. However, ain 
there are many items which the Minis T 
should explain, particularly in order to 
show how all this expenditure will fit in 
with the new order of jth in the a 
Defence. Department. i: 
Mr. CHARLTON Ghats: [ 5. 28]. —[ 
understand that the Cordite Factory 1s 
erected on a lates area of land which 


sives that are used in very. large: quantities 
throughout Australia, and I see no he 


pose. We impose a big duty on exp y 
sives to compel their manufacture n 
Australia, but we have no hope of having 
them manufactured here for use in co 
we establish a_ testi 
station, which will enable them to 
placed on the “permitted explosives lis 
It is essential that no explosive that 
liable to cause a fire should be used 
coal mining. For that purpose all explo- 
sives used in coal mining must be firs 
tested and put on the ‘ permitted exple 
sives list.” The obstacle to local manu- 

facture is the absence of a testing 
station in Australia. When the right 
honorable member for | Parramatta (Sir | 
Joseph Cook) “was Prime Mini ti 
in 1914 he agreed to have explo 


afterwards he went out of office, and 
war commenced, and, of course, noth 
was done in the ‘matter. But, as I under 


time. that sible a BLA pony would not | 
more than. aie 000, it occurs to me 


foe Uline gia and thus — ae 
able the manufacture of these exp a 
sives to be undertaken in Australia. | 
we are to develop our resources we m 
do something of the kind. A co 







eye eae of a plant’ te making expl 
png Die poleds the sat that ae 



















was necessary to have them tested and 
laced upon the ‘‘ permitted explosives 
_ list.”’ When he sought to dispose of his 
output the mine-owners found that they 
could not use his explosives unless they 
had been previously sent to Great Britain 
} _to be tested. Every one knows that if a 
‘box of explosives is sent to Great Britain 

to be tested it deteriorates, and has not 
the same chance as a box tested immedi- 
ately after manufacture, and even then 
it has to run the risk of being turned 


down by some person anxious to keep the . 


local commodity out of the market. In 

_ my opinion, the time has arrived for the 

establishment of a testing station in Aus- 

tralia. The Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) 
is fully seized with. the necessity for it. 


. Mr. Tupor.—When we sent an expert 
_ to Great Britain to inquire into this mat- 
_ ter the war started, and the British Go- 
_yernment commandeered his seryices. 


+ Mr. CHARLTON.—That is true. So 
far as I know, all that is required is a 
gallery ‘built sufficiently strong to show 
whether an explosive, when tested, gives 
off fire. The Government could make a 
small charge to cover expenses, and could 
confine themslves to the testing opera- 
tions, if they did not desire to under- 
take the manufacture. We use an 
enormous quantity of explosives in Aus- 
tralia, but there is no inducement held 
out for its manufacture here. In my 
own district this industry would have 
‘been a going concern to-day, if there had 
been proper means of testing; and it is 
owing to the absence of those means that 
the enterprise is a failure. Prior to the 
war explosives could be purchased at from 
8d. to 9d. per lb., whereas, to-day, they 
cost over double that, and, at the same 
time, are very difficult to obtain. Very 
often mines are without explosives, and 
work has to be stopped on that account. 
It will be seen that it is absolutely neces- 
sary to do something .in the direction 
I have suggested, especially in view of 
the fact that a high duty has been placed 
on explosives, although, at the same time, 
we cannot manufacture them here. It 
is only necessary, of course, to test 
samples of the explosives. 
Mr. Maxwett.—Why do the manu- 


 facturers of explosives here not have test- 
ing arrangements of their own? 


‘Mr, CHARLTON.—I think the State 
Government insist that there should be 


\ 






ie 









history of this Parliament. 
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some independent guarantee that the ex- 
plosives used are absolutely safe, and a 
test by the manufacturer would not give 
that guarantee. There is one capable 
man 1 know of who could form a com- 
pany to start operations to-morrow, i 
there: was any prospect of success, and 


such a company would be formed at once 
but for the prevailing conditions. : 


Mr. WATKINS (Newcastle) [5.89].— 
This is an important question, particu- 
larly in the district represented by the 
honorable member for Hunter (Mr. 
Charlton) and myself; and I agree with — 
him that the time has come when there — 
should be a testing station established by _ 
the Commonwealth. At the present — 
time the miners have to buy their own — 
powder in considerable quantities, and, — 
according to the Coal Mines Regulation 
Act of the State, only such explosives — 
are authorized as appear on the permitted 
list of England. It might happen, — 
though I do not say that it has hap- 
pened, that an explosive on the permitted 
list, which had been tested in England 


_ a long time ago, would be sent out here 


and used without a second test, or an 

inferior explosive sent bearing a superior — 
brand. Under all the circumstances it 
would be infinitely better to have a test- 
ing station here, not only to insure — 
quality and safety, but also to give — 


‘Some encouragement to local manufacture. — 


At present a person desiring to manu- — 
facture explosives has to get a permit — 
from the State authority, and no matter 
how good that explosive may prove to _ 
be on analysis, it must be sent to England 
to be tested, there to come into confiict — 
with the rings and combinations of 
British manufacturers. This question 
has been brought up in the House by 
the honorable member for Hunter and 
myself at different times throughout the — 
I am sure — 
that the erection of a testing station — 
would not prove by any means a costly 
undertaking, and, in my opinion, ib © 
would pay its way if a small charge wera _ 
made for the service rendered. r 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE (North 
Sydney — Assistant Minister for De 
fence) |5.42[. — The rifles manufac 
tured at the Lithgow Small Arms Fac- 
tory are costing over £13 each at the 
present time, and the large sum on th 
Estimates is to provide 20,000. The rifle; 













at age ai me war were not ser- 
ble, yok can assure honorable mem- 


ers that that contention is unfounded. 
For four years, in Egypt and Palestine, 
J my men used these rifles, and every- 
body knows that those men gave a good 
ccount of themselves. The honorable — 


member for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) 


ed whether the rifles will take the mark 
“ammunition, and I have to peer him 
lat ‘they will. 


Mr. Fowre—I do not think that was 


the case with the earlier rifles. 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE—The hon. 


on Guith the villes we are hse out 
nee was some difficulty overseas 


Mr. ones a weed | that aint in the 
pe at the time, but I was “ bluffed” 


‘Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE-With 


regard to heavy guns and ammunition, I 
may gay that the Minister for Blefenes 


(Senator Pearce) is negotiating with the 


Imperial authorities with a view to ob- 
te ae if not as a free ae at all events 


eee es the gee. ae 
i Dine. ke loa remembered ig we sent 


can ae supplied to. 1 

£6 1s. 6d. each. Ags a d 

are not new rifles, but, aN a ‘ 
gather, I believe that we could roe 
new rifles from the. Imperial authori 
or. es overseas for a than on 


pe ee bt eae new yoaee: were. requ 
and the second lot, at any rate, was t 
out-at Lithgow at from 25s, to. 30s. 
as compared with | 35s. for similar b 
made in: dingland.) 9 joes 


Mr: Fenron.—lIs the: Deparment 
ting all ae steel peje 


Pix 
from the Broken Hil onset 
regard to the Cordite Factory, I coul 
do better than read a statement s 
by the manager, Mr. Leighton, 
ne haciatagl aie Rand He is’ ae 


Gre: 


re en regard to. Abe : 
machinery and plant for the general arsen 
and munition supply factories, the follo 
explanation of the THEN POR ety oy 
furnished : ae Tl 


naa of con ‘Detiene Heo is at 

vide the means which will make it possi 
utilize the industrial resources of Austz 

time of war. As a-first step, the Depart: 

is proceeding with the construction of 
adequately equipped research laboratory fo 
the purpose of examining raw Apnterial, stores 
and. articles used i in wat. Aa 


‘That should meet the ee put for 
ward ee some of Py, honora le fr nds 


connexion “with ‘the manufacture me) 
Ua Pee at ie 


1 Cite Ht) will. not e 


want of a eee station. 


: 
for <% ee f 
polie; 


i The Tahoe will ‘enable th 
sh - satcontainnent to be « 





ot 


emical and. tener ea retiaikach as 

as, anti-gas composition, or new ex- 
ive” “composition—essential under war con- 
_ but, not catia under normal 


Been ae provision. ‘of a esta ation 
a. conditions in acs to Pee 








rae ee that ae is ‘any thing to prevent 
she Si he Pa iamon’ of such a station. « The 


ee eat sie will be the organization and 


equipment of an inspection department. The 
. main work of this. department is the sys- 
3 ematic — examination and proof of war 


materiel efor issue to forces, and, further, the 
proper custody and storage of all standards 
for. manufacture of war materiel. It is on the 
inspection — department. that will fall the issue 
of all working, drawings, drawings of gauges, 
nd the organization ‘of inspection of | fac: 
ories, Government or private. 
The. policy of the Department is to provide 
s funds permit for the erection and equip- 
nent of such additional shops and. factories 
is are required to meet the peace demands of 
_ the Forces for war materiel, and its repair 
- and upkeep. ‘At the present time Australia 
i ‘, poss sses no establishment capable of: making 
ammunition, high explosives, or fuses, nor is 
there any provision for filling ammunition 
with. explosives or gas even if the several com- 
ponents were procurable from outside estab- 
. _lishments. ‘These outside establishments, such 
as engineering shops or chemical factories, can 
: only be brought to function in war if the Go- 
i vernment — ‘possesses facilities for sapidly 
training masters and foremen, and is pos- 
gered: of the necessary technical information 
RONHAES csi boy form. readily available, and which will 
make quite clear ‘what is exactly wanted.” 
) PNB it is along the lines briefly set out above 
: that ‘the. Department is creating a nucleus 
organization for dealing with the problem of ' 
ener a a Without such an organiza- 















Vaghiest of. pis seas, ce in fake eircum- 
2 Shanes, the . description of our army as “a 
Defence Force” is a fallacy which deceives no 
one, but ourselves, 











ae ey desire to emphasize that point. It is 
i 4 put very clearly in this report that unless 
- we can manufacture munitions it is futile 
for us to train our men. It is futile for 
us to have a Small Arms Factory where 
: we can ‘manufacture rifles if wé cannot 
| manufacture the ammunition for them. 


ees im- 


facture everything that 


.members who have had military experi 





Ln such a eetine dene all our Ponoeee Wt 
the event of war would be absolutely iN 


futile. 


Mr. Cuanitox.—Would not that re 


















could not a a “supply of explosives z 


Peete Selon ft jan ity pu tposes) 
less we had a testing station. 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. Onto: 30 
That should be one of the functions of 
the Commonwealth. We must manu 
is requisite fo 
an army in the field. If there am 
things which we cannot at present manu- 
facture we cannot help it. But we shoul 
do our best to produce as speddily as pos-. 
sible all our requirements in, this regard. 
Honorable members must realize that if 
we are to have a Defence Force, ib is. 
essential that, so far as its requirements. 
are concerned, we should be self- contained. 
We cannot say that the seas will be open 
to us in war time, and that we shall be 
able to obtain supplies from abroad. We 
must have big guns and supplies of am 
munition for those guns. Honorable 

























ence know that a force without artillery 
has no chance whatever against a force 
with artillery. The force possessing bi 
guns could shell the other side, which 
would have no means of retaliation. pie: 
the time that it got close enough to 
gage the opposing army otherwise than 
by artillery, its ranks would be decimated 
When you are being shelled by an op 
posing force, and you want to advanoe, 
you must be able to shell the enemy’ s gun 
positions with the object of stopping them 
, or keeping their fire down. If th 
-enemy’s artillery can put its guns wh: 
ever it pleases, and shell your advancing 
force, which has no artillery to retaliate, 
the position of that advancing force is 
absolutely hopeless. It is of the utmost 
importance, therefore. that we should 
manufacture munitions of war in A 
tralia, and make ourselves as_ self- con 
tained as possible in regard to army aie 


ancy 





















and» ae viet as i of ere 
honorable sail who do. Ros, re 












arsenal and a big supply depot. 
‘The following are the details of the items 


pea ieee bhe 








Cos Gud chemicala 0 Research 

- Laboratory £2,500 

‘Gauges for Inspection Staff 4,000 

Tools and appliances for Inspection . 
oe Staff, Arsenal a 1,000 

Machinery, plant, and services 39,976 

‘Cordite Factory—electric supply 4,407 

‘Inspection Branch—Extensions and | 

; new works 460 





Research Branch Weurnihire and gas 





plant ' 1,500 
Inspection Branch (SAF. )—Exten- Oe 
sions to shooting house 75 
Inspection Branch (8. A.F. )—Shoot- 
ing house on R.R. 133 
Aa Machinery ° purchase from “Imperial 
“ - Government... i 180,000 
Outstanding» liabilities on London ; i 
-.. Orders 4,500 
Outstanding liabilities on London neat 
\ Orders sama aa a se Ss 8,000 
Case-making plant—Outstanding lia- 
~; bilities ie at . 6,500 
£253,051 
, Less saving to be effected .. 4,400 
£248,651 


I do not know that it is necessary for m& 
‘to give further details. 
‘Mr. WatKins. — Can the heaneliie 
ventleman promise us that a testing sta- 
ion for explosives will be established ? 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—1I shall 
put the matter before the Minister for 
Defence (Senator Pearce), and the re- 
‘sponsible officers of the Department ; but 
_1I cannot promise 
a testing station will be established. 
. Mr. MeWitn1ams.—It would pay for 
_ itself from the day of its opening 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—1I i 
put the matter before the Minister 
hope that honorable members will allow 
oe Estimates of the Department to pass 
without further discussion. We had the 
very greatest difficultyein paring them 
down to their present level. The only 
reason why more rifles are not being made 
at the Lithgow Small Arms Factory to- 
ay is the want of funds. The sum of 
260,000 which appears on these Esti- 























to be supplied by that factory would 
| been increased, but that we were 
ed to eut down that and many other 
| 1 order to (pring. down the 














| is iaoney in ha seition 5 a an i! , 3,200,00 

regard to the fact that the p 
power of the sovereign to-day is 
pains to ARETE supply activities under | 


vote of £3, 200, 000 phould. not Re can 
| aes 


.Cameron, 


‘* off my ‘own bat” that 


Fowler, J. \ oo A emith,. Laird = 
Francis, F. i Nee ed SLOWED by wee Ge 
Gibson, W. G. ‘Wienholt, AL 
Greene, W. M. Wise, G. H. 

‘Groom, L. E. 

Higgs, W.G | Tellers: 
Hill, -W. °C. Burchell, R. J. 
Ping a W. M. dS bOry, W. H. 

a Pars, ten 
ae A. by ‘Watt, W. A 
Brennan, F.. ie ‘Bamford, EF. We 
Mahony, W. Gu Bowden, Pie 
Mathews, J. Fleming, W. M. 

- Riley, 2: Dea Atkinson, Tas ae 
Ryan, T. J. or Livingston, as é 
Makin, Ne Ge Aa ya A ni 
Gabb, is M -| Lister, ie 2 Pasty 
Nicholls, 8. R.. Py Page, Dr. Earle 
Considine, M, P. ) Prowse,..J. Hy 


m. tes. in connexion with the reserve of — 


Esti- i 





half what Aeghigs glia the Mo 
































bers will recognise that ae proposed fat 





Uo te £1 i (Abe. Ritey’s amendn 


—put. The Committee divided. 
Ayes 5 7) a Chie a aye 
Noes ... Ce aie aa eae os 

































“Majority er es 
_ AYES. 


Anstey, F. Tudor, F. G. 


Cunningham, lL, L. | Watkins, De 
Fenton, J. KE. - West, J. ‘E. 
Lavelle, T. J. a 
Maloney, Dr. Tellers: a 5) 
MeDonald, C. Charlton, M. 


MeGrath,; De Cy os ! Moloney, Parker 
e ~ Nozs. 

Bayley, J. G. Jackson, D. 8. 
Bell, G. J. | Jowett, HE. 
Best, Sir Robert Lamond, Hecto 

Blundell, R.P. Mackay, Gore 
Bruce, 5. M. Ali Marks, W. M. 
D. C, ‘Marr, Ci W. oC 
Chapman, Austin Maxwell, G. AL 
Cook, Sir Joseph 
Cook, Robert . 

Corser, E. B.C. 
Foster, ae 





DeuntenG A. ie 
Rodgers, A. S. _ 
Ryric, Sir Gra: 


Mahon, H. 


Question So ‘resolved in the neg t 

Amendment negatived. 

Mr. ANSTEY (Bourke) {6. 5] 
not in the least interested in the ¥ 
which has just been taken on the POP 
to. reduce the amount ee £1. 


Gregory, ie Bi 









er aa fact, i am not in the least 
a intend 


y] ae ight as Seine as T can, 
urvey of the cae ane position. The 


ogebut items, Pa pagene a proposed 
. of £2,000. 000 for the purposes of de- 
a have distinctly stated before 


| SOE defence purer PRES & eircum- 
mees. But these are not ordinary cir- 
stances. 'This vote | is not oy for 


Before Hi 
0 “ae I shall have something to say 
regard to the attitude of the so-called 
momy party. In this matter there are 
of two things in view—either peace or 
| ‘It has been said by the Assistant 
i ian, for Defence (Sir Granville 
‘Ryrie) that whosoever states during this 
_ debate that the present is a period of 
_ peace, and that there will be no further 
war, is talking bosh and nonsense. 
‘a GRANVILLE Ryriz.—I did not say 
J did not use the word “ bosh.” 


ANSTEY.—I apologize to the 


Pet Minister. Of course, he would 
talk of peace was an “absurdity, and that, 
in any case, anybody who spoke of there 
mane no more war ie nonsense. I 


ere will be no more war. This great war 
has fulfilled its purpose. We have climbed out 
of the ae into the green pastures of perpetual 
| The peace that has come is a peace that. 


ay 

ays he isa liar. Leave it at that. 
the Prime Minister said is not true. 
lere is no peace. The war was not 
_ have not entered the green.pastures. We 
lave not entered ‘upon a peace that will 
ure. We have come out of one war 
nek into another. We have con- 
ed ae race 16, 000 iiles, EN in 





ous shores. ; 
every ee ANS in sel As . 


The Resietant Minister. 
What. 


i we are to make | prepar 


it against some other nn mi 
Minister told us that, niboceae ant) 
Chamber or elsewhere, utters one. 


particular nation, does: by that ‘ae 
cite to the very evil and danger he 
fesses to deplore. The Assistant Min 
ister for Defence (Sir Granville Ryrie 
has said that we are confronted with ; 
menace to our White Australia unless we 
make the necessary defence preparations 
‘He has said the very thing that his chiei, 
the Prime Minister, has denounced. We are 
told that if we mention the name when 
seeking’ to discover our possible enemy, 
we are doing something injurious to ow 
country, nad: we are asked to believe that 
while this potential enemy has ears with 
which to hear our words, he is so blin 
as not to be able to see what we are 
doing. We are told that we must pre 
pare to fight against a possible enemy wit] 
armed forces, and that enemy 1s presumed 
to be Japan. It is useless to blink tha 
fact, The militarists appeal to the puk ) 
lie by saying that the White Australi: 


policy must be defended, leaving it to be : 


inferred that our potential. enemy is Japan, | 
and against her we have to prepare for the 
detence of our country. If that is so, we’ 
should not blink the issue. Is there ‘any 
possibility of Japan becoming our enemy? _ 
Yes, or no? Some say yes; others s: 

no. In the early part of the war, I dis 
tinetly ea out the possibilities 
eas I said that while she wa 
ally of Great Britian, and while Grea 
Britain ak the Bs Powers were se 


from the ae eats to fie end of the ac A, 
she kept her Ceepatt with | the | Alli 
Powers. OL 
causing trouble was when Coren Ww. iS 
supreme, when victory appeared to 
with our SEO and Nee She 3 


1e support aa was 
ed Powers. 


could, with justice, have said that if she 
was good enough to protect our shores and 
onvoy our troops, if she was good enough | 
to be our ally, at least she was good 
enough for all the advantage which could 


e given to a nation or individual that 
was helping us at that juncture. She 
could justly have said that if she was 
doing all those things she was at least 

ood enough to be admitted as an inmate 
of the house in which we live. 


Sir GRANVILLE Ryrie.—Would the hon- : 


rable member have agreed to that! 
“Mr. ANSTEY.—-No; those’ were the 
‘grounds upon which she could have based 
her claims. Morally, she had the right 
to: make those claims, and we could have 
had no logical answer to them. 
ae ‘MeWittiams.—We have to admit 
rat Japan “‘ played the game.’ 
Mr. ANSTEY .—-I admit that. 
‘come to the existing situation.’ Since 
ermariy has been defeated and the con- 
ditions have altered in Russia. she has 
b en ablé to epen up what is Leds wi 
new Empire. She has been able to 
enter Siberia, and to control the wnole 
area between Vladivostock and: Lake 
Zaikal, an immense territ: Gry rich in 
“minerals, and timber, and _ intersected 
b} great. rivers. And if she can hold 
that country with armed forces she has 
an immense Empire, the development 


a" which will require all her energies for 


many years to come. If she cannot by 
armed forces maintain herself in eastern 
Siberia, which is in close proximity to 
Japan, and has a white population of less 


han 2,000,000 people, surely Australia is 


perfectly safe at a much greater distance. 
If, on the other hand, turning from the 
policy of armed force, she enters the 
sphere of peaceful economic penetration, 
nm then, apart from the great natural 
sources of that country which has been 
he cradle of nations, Mon has a vast field 


Tt 


vy ithoe ae aia nor iON pene- 


she can maintain herself in 


tration — 
i) | a out of Soviet ee aa 


<< Mow 


tution 
hunger 
the -very vitals 


menace us. 


tence of meckon they. say, 


i that o: apan, confronted with 


sibilities of davala nant, in’ rpibeee 
with the troubles that threaten 
f America, is, the ‘race Sansa mena 


pendonias: te ‘the ci viliz 
It is evident that Japan h 


fn 9 
did not take advantage ‘of them. To-di 
having regard to her-situation in ‘Si 


bee. an eae the fee with | ne L 


Says ene Japan is our enemy crinlateee 
Sais a of the nee Powers, and. . 


mn hee in owr own: country. 5 
not those of us who go. upon the pub 
platform and state our views who do any 


thing that is detrimental to the Wh 


Australia; it is ence men who, whil 


funds of the Maik in seria up d 
yards and arsenals, under the prete: : 
that. they are seeking to protect us against 
an Asiatic Power, and who ask us to k 
lieve that that nation is so blind as 

to see what we are doing to incite 
fears and timidity of our people. TT] 

is either a real and. potential enemy 
there is an imaginary one. If it is only 
an imaginary one, how fearful it is tha 
we eue be ay the Teso’ 


It ean be no country in eer ye 
enemy cannot come from war-dev 
tated Europe, bathed in blood, 
which no peace has come, where de 
walks abroad, ene 
and famine are : 
of the sheen i 
from a white man’s Europe does da 
Even if it did, it could 
rabies a our es Australia, for 


eae nay a white race. “The Shae 

come from an Asiatic race, and onl 
come from one, namely, Japan. ,We 
asked to be silent, and yet, under the p 
ch Beware fs 


immense pe ele power rach an i 
Mi 
nary aside ae aay, however. tho he 


actual. 


Pectin Y Is fo may man w 


and — 
iy 





: 1 debt he 
about the 


is ed Lali cleiet 


men Ao the age } 


of oe ee After every 
tht—be it a pugilistic encounter 

men are engaged for twenty 
: Tounds, or be it a conflict he- 


oe a Doabod ae ‘recuperation. 
er man nor nation has that in re- 


DY abe to forthwith re-enter ie fray. 
las of the immense burden pie 


ichenpen: io us if. in the im- 


uture, another gr eat war should - 


hat would happen to us if upon 
jousands and millions of our present 
debtedness we were burdened——hav- 
en confronted with another terrific 
for the preservation of our exis- 
m “ besiubagsa and: millions of safe 


come ‘our. ‘main bra at this 


:. should be, not se much to build 
; d- forces —so bringing about 
eink exhaustion ath our Aandi and 


ih ins rte can we recoup our- 
and rid our ees of its erie: 


a Cook). Suisse saiuted out that 
bck can sie ‘no ‘oie diena i hate 


mux): of the ante heat. y anv ube 
troubled at this moment about details. If 
the Government are going to spend this 
money, let them spend it. We are already 


Why stick at a few millions more? 
Bae nel are these additional millions cut 
up? First, there is the expenditure upon 


| Mh the Public Service of this country. This 


is an economic Government, having car- 


ried the country with the battle cry of 
What. do the Government in-. 
d to do to wipe, out ‘the ianr ania, 


economy. — 


Treasurer says, 


ala ey lepenele ! 
millions manent. ) to : 


raised for the payment of 


Those millions cannot be feud or 


under the existing system of governmen. 
Only .by the adoption of new meth 
only by the transformation of the thi 

in which the Government believe into t 
things in, which they do not believe 

the item of annual interest be sav 
The pensions paid to soldiers, the Govern- 
ment dare not touch. The money being 
expended upon the housing of soldiers, 
the Government dare not assail. The 
enormous! sums devoted to the repatria- 
tion of soldiers, the Government dare nob 
encroach upon. The only line of obliga- 
tion which the Government can attack 1s 
the unproductive debt—the many mi 
lions’ which it is now proposed to add to. 
by launching out upon increased defence — 


expenditure, to provide against a poten- 


tial enemy at the very moment of our 


deepest exhaustion, at the conclusion of. 


the greatest of all struggles., But. the 
‘“ My sinking fund will 
redeem it’’; and while he is saying those 
very words he is stating, ‘“ Here is, 
£3,000,000 to be expended upon no} 
productive works, and it is taken : 
from loan money, and poured into the 
revenue of the country in order to fill ou 
depleted coffers.” 

Sir JosepH Cooxk.—It does not hone 
to be taken from loan money at all. 

Mr. ANSTEY .—That does not matter 
a bit. The Treasurer told us last nigh 
that this money, which we are now calle 
upon to vote, was being transferred fot 


the particular purposes mentioned from 


loan money into the revenue accoun 

This baneful and iniquitous system of ad- 
ministration makes one shudder. And, 
as for the economy members in the corne 


opposite, they have not one word to say 


concerning this odious system of conduct 
ing the affairs of the country. — 

Sir JosepH Coox.—Does the honorabl 
member call it an odious ee Nel “pay 
our debts from revenue? i 

Mr. ANSTEY.—No; I said it was an 
odious system—although IT have pitas 


myself of it—to borrow on the one hand. 
jn order to pay somebody else on the other 
_ Incidentally, it is very convenient to | 


able to do this; it postpones the day of 
judgment. And that is what the Govern- 
ment are doing. He 
Sir Josrpn Coox.—But we are ‘ob bor- 
rowing at all this year in ‘ie: matter 0 i 


our sctinsin uci cen 











Mr. 


ANSTEY .—-Never mind; we 


are 


“Gane with the.fact that the Treasurer 


ee £100,000,000 this year. 


Sir JOSEPH Cook.—Not ass but that 


is near enough. 


Mr. ANSTEY. beter course; what is a 
million ? Some £60,000,000 is going out, 


oe one form and another, to the 
diers. The only possible hope 


bale : 


for 


Australia is in the sweeping away of 
the unproductive load of debt. I have 
been reading in the papers that expen- 
_diture upon various civil Departments of 
‘this country has risen by about 50 per 
eent. I cannot help thinking about the 
_ Newspapers themselves, and about their 
magnificent proprietaries, I cannot help 
- recalling that they have raised the price 


of their daily papers by 50 per cent., 


and 


= at least 100 per cent. on Saturdays. 
_ As for the price of advertisements, they 
have gone up: 120 per cent.; and even the 
prices charged for soldiers’ memorial 
~ notices have risen_in like proportion. But 






“to waste in departmental expenditure ’’— 
_ for these gentlemen would not permit 


if I were to say to. these great newspaper 
‘proprietors, ‘‘ Why have yon ra'sed your 
it ee? they would answer, ‘‘It is not 

_ due to red tape; it is not to be set down 


any 


"waste in their business; they are so 
anxious to rake everything into their own 
pockets: that they take mighty fine care 
‘not to keep wasteful servants. No; they 
would explain the rise in the price of their 
: commodities by pointing to the enormous 
‘Increases in cost of materials—as a result 


of the war, of course—and in the scale of 


‘ "wages demanded by labour. What is true 
~ for them, as private individuals, however, 
is equally true of every Department of 
States and Commonwealth. Not along 
hes lines can one hope to economize. 
But, here are these honorable gentlemen 

of the Country party, who came into this 
Chamber from among their simple rural 
- constituents. When I lay at home, sick, 
I read that a majority of honorable mem- 
bers in this Chamber were about to in- 


_ erease their remuneration. I was 


de- 


Tite I knew that the project would 
be carried to victory; and I knew that 


these honorable members in the Corner, 


although they were fighting the proposal 
- most vigorously—there never was such a 
band of heroes—while they went forward 
end’: forced the conflict, were fired 
with the sincere and honest belief, and 






with the holy joy of knowledge in their 
nearts, t that ney were pound. to Mae 





de- 


says that he can justify his acti 
ene be. far he for 




















































few Dersande! 
involving millions. I want bo see = € 
defend the proposal to save-those milli ‘ 
Why should this country proceed to spend 
millions more upon its defence, afte1 
years of warfare. than before the wa 

Can any honorable. member justify 1b 
Honorable members to whom JI am 
dressing myself do not reply. They are 
driven to ignominious silence. Will they 
support our proposition ? Or will they u 
hold the Government in piling up the d 

ee eae of Australia = millions 


longer. It fee been suggested to me that : 
I could have said what I have said 
on the general Defence Estimates, but I 
think that the appropriate occasion for 
making them is upon these Estima 
upon which the Committee is now asked 
to tly a vote, when the Pek as. is I t 


curring an ee far in “excess 
what previously existed, and for wh 
there is no justification ’ whatever. Ho 
we have an opportunity to cut it do 
not by a few thousand pounds, but by 
couple of million pounds, and yet the 
are honorable members in this erase 


pose to do. ae where the Estimat es 
gould easily be curtailed by £2,000 000, =F 
Mr. Stewarr.—We can justify all o1 3 
ae since we have been here. 
Mr. ANSTEY.—I have never known 
any one who has been in this House who 
has not been able to justify every action — 
he has taken. I have done ee that 
I could not ae 


ane 

_ANSTEY.—Yes, and ApS. 
een of those who hitherto 
voted for me. The honorable : 








rather t Ae to give dciiset votes for the 
\ Government without one single word of 
] explanation. On what grounds do hopor- 
able members of his party support this 
_ particular vote, upon which they have an 
opportunity of curtailing the expenditure 
of Australia by a couple of mullion 
E ‘pounds? The least they can do is to voice, 
their pee of the Government’s pro- 
posals. There is a newspaper® in this 
country, which I shall quote, not because, 
I always believe in what it says, but be- 
cause it suits my book to do so. I know 
- full well that the same journal, when an 
election crisis comes, will denounce and 
_ seek to drive out of public life every man 
who voices the opinions it has supported 
_ prior to the election, and that it is - 
_ policy to. denounce the Government. 
between elections, ano support it at len. 
tion time. 
Mr. Srewarr. __What is this mysterious 
“paper? | 
. Mr. ANSTEY.—tThe paper that most 
se men worship, and follow, when they think 
it convenient to do so. At any rate, this 
‘ _ great daily newspaper, on the 4th Novem- 
ch ber, 1919, made this affirmation— 


1s Australia’s danger greater than before 
sat ‘Germany was beaten? 


If I had made use of these words, the 
statement would have been used against 
me, but IF quote it now, because it has 
been said by a paper which no Victorian 
dare controvert. When I tell honorable 
_members that this statement appeared in 
the Age, they will remain silent. How- 
ever. this is what it says:— __ 
Is Australia’s danger greater than it was 
before Germany was beaten? If so, the ap- 
_, palling sacrifices of the war have been made 
_ by this generation in vain. 
convince the people that we need defences 
a greater than those which sufficed to win ‘‘ the 
war to end war.’ 
‘Yet we are told that no » preparation is 
i yg made for the lean days in front of 
| When we have a dead weight of in- 
oy, ee weighing us down into the 
; slough of depression, our only hope is to 
 eurtail our expenditure wherever possible. 
Mr. Srewarr.—Anstey quoting the 
; Age reminds me of the devil quoting 
- Scripture. \ 
- Mr. ANSTEY.—I merely quote the 
Age because it voices my opinion, and 
_ because honorable members cannot de- 
_ nounce an opinion which they know must 
oT also be their own. I-conclude this discon- 
_ “nected speech by taking the opportunity of 
an saymng Lei ee aay en the Minis- 


> 








yh 
0: 


It will be hard to. 






ter representing the Minister for Defencst 
interpolated a remark about a gentleman 
named Jerger. It had nothing ‘to do with 
the subject under discussion, “and it had. 
no application to myself, but I know the 
purpose for which it was made. M 
family connexions were: English before an 
German King sat upon the throne o 
Britain, and whatever may have been 
the \merits or demerits of | this Father 
Jerger, I have no desire to discuss him 
or the question of Catholics versus non- 
Catho-ics, or matters concerning any 
man’s religion or nationality ; but TL idoj 
desire to discuss an odious law in its appli- 
cation to men of the working class of ee 
British origin. Great as is the power of 
the Church of Rome} with its ramifications 
throughout Australia, apparently it was 
snot sufficient or powerful enough to 
ns Father Jerger in Australia; but 
there are other gentlemen who can — 
be kept here. While Father Jerger 
was being exported, Mr. Hirschfeld 
could sun himself on the sands of 
Coogee. He was a man who came here _ 
in full-blown manhood. He was a sup- 
porter of the German Empire, and he did 
not confine himself to words only, but his 
actions were inimical to the interests of 
this country. What influence had he be- 
hind him? He has no church to keep him 
here. Then what order of black masonry 
-of wealth enables him to silence justice 
and the Administration of-this country 
The other day the honorable member for 
Parkes (Mr. Marr) mentioned the case of 
another German named Herz, who, ap- 
parently, is not a member of the Catholic 
Church, but-yet is able so to direct influ- 
ences here as to silence the Administration 
and justice, and maintain himself here. 
Perhaps, later on, we shall be able to have. 
some iene thrown upon the merits of these 
men. e . af a 
The TEMPORARY CHATRMAN. Be 
The honorable member has exhausted his 


time. 


Mr. McGRATH — (Ballarat) [8. 9| ee a 
had thought that after the speech of the 
honorable member for Bourke (Mr. 
Anstey) one of the Country party would 
have justified what I anticipate will be Bi 
their vote upon this expenditure. It ~ 
amazes me to think that any member of 
the party whose chief plank is a platform i 
of economy can be found voting for in- 
creased expenditure on military and naval 
sahasauartiniis after our lem ae | of fee 







war ’ 


ed 1 Uhl iaptonenlt shat their - = had 


answer will be when their constituents ask 


or an explanation of their support of this 
creased expenditure. 
ear: —We will attend to. all 


ite ‘McGRATH—I hope you “will. 
eu will find it a difficult task. I have 
_ yast. returned from an election campaign 
“where a farmers’ candidate had the plea- 

ire of paying £50 into the Consolidated 
Revenue, and in that campaign on every 
platform I spoke against the creation of | 
a military class in this country.. We were 
told. that the war was to end wars, and 
was to make Democracy safe, and estab- 
lish peace for all time; that if we only 
conquered Germany, as explained by thé 
article from the Age quoted by the 
honorable member for. Bourke, Aus- 
tralia would be in a much safer 
position. Well, Germany has 
conquered ; yet I believe that in a few 
years’ time it will be victorious ; at least, 
it will not: be obliged to pay for military 
and naval establishments. On the other 
hand, those who went to the war had one 
set purpose, and that was to defeat the 


Prussian Junkers. They little thought that 


in defedting the military caste of Ger-— 
many they were creating a military class 

| Australia, There would not be many 
Australians anxious to go away again if 
hey thought that their doing so “would: 


0 merely for the purpose of adding to_ 


the millitary fetters on the people of this 
country. What this Government sought 
ut failed to. do by conscription, it is 
oe to do by means of. this 
ret. eae means of tac inne “ib 


cane one who. dared ta. say. a ae 
we conscription was. charged with 
a pro-German, or with being dis- 
P to. the British Empire. 
_ Hecror Lamonp. —And any one 
said a word in favour of it was 
ged. with being an anti-Labourite. 
Mr. McGRATH.—If he were charged 
bh being an anti-Australian it would 
aie truth, but, as a matter of fact, 


5 ription was an. nit a te % 


understand how men who at one 


professed to be Labourites could sup- 


‘ta proposal for conscription. — 


If they 


n SO a of Me war ie betta ee ‘ 


a NV eilatary CEng 


been 


‘tyes Wount have been 1 hay a 
man left in the country. Thank 


they failed at both their referendur ‘ 
"conscript the gimensna of ‘this ou 


this. Bude wi 
ib. I shall vote on every occasion aga: 
iaibased expenditure on military an 
naval items. It is unnecessary to 
military training. If the war 
anything it» ‘proved © that young — 
tralians, | cae of whom had not 


we are. wastihe the lives ne our b 
training them to turn to the right a: 
turn to the left. I have been whe 
the honorable Weather has not been 
no one can deny that when ‘they 
ae up the lines of communicat 
thei cers do not care a 
whether ae men. are yar. ae. or 


‘Ghay! cat! “The ‘Fealt of the’ Rua 
was ae ee were eae on 


haw to. ick! ‘ther Hisels eae 
ee, ae dads | could not. do : 


In “thie pore in Saha a: 
Mr. Hector Lamonp. The 
did some pretty good work | 


‘tak wp a better fight in 1914 
regular British “Army; nobody - : 
that for one ‘moment, in view of t 
fees had to undergo. | Wd 
- Hecror Lamonp. —And th 
ey ue trained — men, 
Mr. pre 





the 7 cy ne that the. 

i y Ly it was not simply because 
had been taught to salute and click 

r heels together. Our boys them- 
; demonstrated the truth of that 

y again and again; they proved that 
t training they could acquit them- 
against the best troops in the 


and they can do it again if Aus-— 


tralia is ever pressed. ° When I hear a 


at, 


omen to. take lads for ten weeks at 


a ae Votakts of this coun- 
not EP» for ee beste & ‘engl into 


asia aes, the A aoeatl 
member ought to be ashamed of himgelf 
for Pe. such a eee 


ere tah 


base ee es taken away for ben weeks 
in one year. Many of the men affected 
cS married, and I when Per ane 


alert that preparations Hor war never 
prevente The whole reading of 
history feaches us that every nation ne 


; 1b; the more preparations are Hee 

or war, the greater certainty there is 
OF another war. If Germany and France 
had not been led by the junkers of both 


4 - countries, this war would never have oc- 
Ae curred. And, lune as soon as ai war 


i ek with a view to ae pre- 

_ parations in the Military Force and the 
Navy. As the honorable member for 
Bourke (Mr. Anstey) pointed out, there 


will be no war here for the next twenty | 


years. Honorable members forget that 
there jis another class arising in this 
- country who will have a say as to war. 
‘That class will not allow politicians to 
talk, as in the past, about the abolition of 
“secret diplomacy, and then, as soon as war 
- is over, resort to it, for it is that method 
Of ‘diplomacy. ‘that. brings about war. 
Only the other day the leader of trade 
we aen in England said to Mr. Lloyd 


ant Senin peril, touch the Rus- 
nd ayee will have to. a | 


‘men we have had 


path: the RMS of the United Ki 


dom.’ 

the ae et! lasses: of ‘England: goin 

to war with Soviet. Russia will prever 
ay other war in this world. 

tralia many of the military ee if 

have pretty good comfortable jobs, ¥ 
sire another war. These men took are 


that they did not place their live 
soyDar ay and did not make ad thane 


as has ey a eat bad that war me 
promotion, and, therefore, they wish 
create a military caste or class here. 


an, Australian, J) trash that Ave 


will mind her own business, for if 
does not seek to steal the oil of somebody 
else, or to attain some commercia 
supremacy, the chances are that our bo 
will never have to undergo another w 

I am going to vote to-night, and I shal 
vote when the Defence Estimates are be- 
fore us, to reduce expenditure down to 
that of pre-war days. There is no neces. 
sity for building new battleships and 
creating an Army of 130,000, with five 
divisions, In a young country like this 
We ought not to fill the minds of ou 
children with hatred of the people of 
other countries; it is a most cruel thin 
to instil such an idea into the minds o 
young people; and if we do it we > shal 
certainly bring about another war. 

Sir Josepn Coox.—Do you realize that 
if we reduce the Estimates to their pre- 
war dimensions we must have very mucl 
less efficiency than in those days? 

‘Mr. McGRATH.—The Government 
have nothing to thank themselves for it 


connexion with what was done in pre-wai 


days, so far as concerns the war itself 
There was not much efficiency then 

admit, for there were not many on t 
permanent staff of much use. The bes 
in the Australia 
Imperial. Force were volunteers, an 
any efficiency was not created  b 
the staff that exised previously. J 
we look up the records of some of th 
members of that staff, we find Raines 20 


cause phen services were no eo 
quired. Now it is proposed to. create 
another large permanent staff, Duntroo 
is being used to turn out lads. who 2 


tional staff, men who did ‘good work .: 
the war. ‘Sergeant-majors, i, becaws 
















fiey did: ook belong to. a certain class, 
could not get commissions, had to. go 








they return as captains and majors they 
"are superseded and reduced to their old 
rank of sergeant-major. 
are being turned out at. Duntroon and 
sent into the instructional schools or drill 
halls with the rank of lieutenant, and 
many men who won their spurs as majors 
abroad have to salute them. That is 
what is going on to-day, and it will in- 
en grow if we vote this largely-in- 
ered expenditure. 
a. I hope that honorable members who 
--eame here mouthing economy will take 
“advantage of the opportunity now pre- 
sented to them. They can demonstrate 
their faith in the principles they espoused 
on the public platform. There is no fear 
that the efficiency of Australia to defend 
herself will be impaired if this expendi- 
ture is reduced. As Australians have de- 
fended themselves in the past without 
any training, so they will in the future. 
We at least know that the one gnemy we 
vere told to guard against, namely, Ger- 
many, lies crippled to-day,’ and cannot, 
for twenty or thirty years, be a military 
nation. I am hopeful that the German 
workmen will abide by the terms of the 
_ Peace Treaty. They ought to be thank- 
ue ful for those terms, for they mean that 
their Army and Nagy are done away with. 
- Germany will be the gainer by that step. 
While We are piling up taxation to in- 
erease our Army and Navy, Germany has 
nothing to fear, for no nation will attack 
Oi ads "She will not be seeking for new 
- markets abroad, and neither she nor Aus- 
tralia need fear the Russian workmen. 
_ On the Estimates, and on the Defence 
Bill to be introduced, we shall have fur- 
ther opportunities to discuss these mat- 
ters. No doubt the Bill will contain pro- 
vision for the proposed ten weeks’ train- 
ing, and then we shall see whether the 
youth of this country is to be conscripted 
against their will, 
Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [8. 27]. — 
Honorable members opposite are ignoring 
the very strong feeling in the country 
regard to the huge expenditure on 
military and ‘naval defence: but they 
ull find out before many days. are over, 
owever, that the people will refuse to 
anction it. The same cry is being raised 
in) oe ey _Last eae in. ey 


















































cea ten Joseph aes : 
that the Allied peoples: he 
abroad to earn them on the field. When 


As I say, boys » 


_tarism in Australia, which is. suPPpos dly 


posal. 


in exaggerating like that? 


silent when there is an opportuni 


ments, and against the voting of more 




































oo peuleane S opinion, “proves — 
Germany is not, as Mr. Lloyd Ge 
said in the House of Commons she * 

‘“ shattered, ' ‘down ant out,’ , 


phan alginn Mr Neil Maclean, whe 
the Liberal party while Mr. Asquith 
not in the House, used these wor 
We went into the war with the great battle 
ery that we must enter it to end war oh 
end militarism. 
r. JOWETT. tae he not a 
bet ore the war? : 
Mr. FENTON. 


Not SO. Aes as. | 
know. 


Instead of the war ending | 1 


the most democratic country in the wor be 
we are getting more militarist, than is, I 
believe, any other alae! in the we nd 
to-day. — : 

Sir Josepx Coox.—Oh. fol Rie 

Mr. FENTON. — When the Gc 
ment bring down their measure for 
compulsory training they will find 
the homes of Lae ait think | oO ‘the p1 


Mr. FENTON.—There is no a 
tion. The so-called Country party, 
flies the flag of economy, are abso 


act upon their principles. Mr. Maclea 
in the same speech says— : 


Do honorable and right honorable membe 
realize that the great. body of workers of thi 
country have a horrible detestation of war 
and that we are up against any inflated arm 
















for the prosecution | of slaughter either in t} 
Near, the Far, or the “Middle East? 
must realize that amongst the working pe 
of this country there is a desire to put an. 
to the military eo not omy abroad, b 
our own country. 


That and other speeches. of cher 


tone were delivered on a ea 
to this. i 
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_ JOwEr?T, Eo would rather be one 
; hat type than one of your type. 

Mr. FENTON.—I am glad I have 
roused the honorable member to some- 
thing like a little feeling. The men 
from whose speeches I have quoted are 
just as good as he is, and perhaps know 
more about the position of that part of 
the Empire than he does. Major-General 
Sir John Davidson, speaking in the 
‘House of Commons, said that in 1919‘ 
provision was made for an expenditure 

} of £405,000,000; that in 1920, that ex- 
--penditure was cut down to £125,000,000, 
and that there was a continuous clamour 
to reduce it to a normal*year’s expendi-— 
ture of £60,000,000. Brigadier-General 
Cockerill, speaking in the House of Com- 
mons on the 22nd March last, said that 

_ the number of combatants before the war 
_—infantry, artillery, engineers, and 
.. cavalry — was 150,000, and that to- 
_ day provision was being made for 
170,000. It is well known that. be- 
_ fore the war Great Britain had only 
about 150,000 trained troops. Hs Army 
of nearly 5,000,000 strong was built up 

_ » im a few years, which shows that it does 
not take long to convert a civilian into 
_ a well-trained soldier. If that was pos- 
_ sible in Great Britain, ‘then I may say, 
_ without offence to the Old Country, that 
_ 1t would be a much easier task in Aus- 
re) tralia. The Australian is a man of vast 
Initiative, and no people could more 

_ quickly make themselves ready to defend 
_ their country than could the people of 
the Commonwealth. . 

__ The Government kre piling up a vast 

_ expenditure on the Army and Navy, and 

_ this after a.war which we were told was 
- waged to end all war and to destroy mili- 
_tarism. When honorable members oppo- 













site stood on the recruiting platforms of , 


_ the country, they said, “We are out to 
_ fight German militarism.” Yet to-day 
__we find them prepared to fasten on the 
people of Australia an enormous naval 
‘and military expenditure: An already 
overladen people are clamouring for re- 
~ fief, and their clamouring will probably 
take, very soon; a more definite shape. 
_ As I said just now, with due deliberation, 
they will refuse to obey the orders given 
__ In connexion with a lot of the compul- 
sory military training.which the Govern- 
ment desire to ,bring about. Although 
_ this is one of the richest. countries in the 
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abandon all parties and wage an independent 











world, it is so hard for thousands of 
people here to live that they are goin 
to refuse any longer to bear the burden: 
of the rich man. ‘Taxation is passed 01 


the cost of this heavy expenditure? - No! 
It will be passed on to the rank and file, 
and the workers and their wives and 
children are going to refuse to be squeeze 
any longer. They have gone through 
enough of recent years. bees) 

Mr. Arxryson.—_What would have — 
been their position had Germany won? © _ 

Mr. FENTON.—Would it not) bev 
better for the honorable member to make 
a statement of his“own views? es 

The honorable member for Bourke 
(Mr, Anstey) referred just now to — 
Japan. In that country to-day there is 
a strong feeling against the military sys- 
tem—a fecling that, after the recent elece- 
tion on a limited franchise, is growing — 


every day. J am going to make a quota- 


tion from the New York Times of Lith 
July last, in which there appears a mes- 
sage from the Associated Press in regard 
to the position in Tokio. In this article 
references are made to speeches delivered — 
in the Japanese Diet by men who were ~ 
objecting, as the Labour party of Aus- — 
tralia are objecting to-day, to excessive — 
naval and military expenditure. ‘There 
is such a thing as a Democracy in Japan 
at the present time, and it is going to in- 
sist upon enjoying rights which are at 
present the privilege of the wealthy. Re- 
ferr’ng to the proceedings of “the Diet, 
which was then sitting, the article sets — 
out that— ; ek 
Repeated allegations that the Government 
was controlled by the military, especially with — 
regard to its Siberian policy, were followed — 
by the sensational announcement of Yukio 
Ozaki, former Minister of Justice,. who re- ~~ 
cently returned ~to Tokio from a. visit to — 
America and Europe, that henceforth he would. — 


fight to defeat militarism. ou 

M. Ozaki declared that only by the over-— 
throw of militarism could the good repute of 
Japan in the world be restored to its former 
lustre, He said he had abandoned the Kensei- — 
Kai Opposition party because his new atti- — 
tude confitcted with the policy adopted by the 
party several years ago, when it supported the ~ 
naval extension policy at present in opera- ._ 
tion. . oy ee 

“The introduction of a Budget of which one- 
third is devoted to a bloated increase of arma 
ments is the height of absurdity,” M. Ozak 
asserted. “Japan will never win her right- 
ful place among the nations until she throw 
















off : he tyranny. ot he ialstany ae 
suspicion has turned against us because the 
world sees in Japan an’ "aggressively See 
/and militaristic country.” any 





eh for « longer milit 
2 ie a I had intended. : 
hese were the words of a- stateaman of OMy. LISTER, — TL ane sure 


Japan, who warned his fellow country- all edified by the rhetorical effort of t 
men that they must desist from their an honorable member for Bourke. — 
paristic and Imperialistic system if satisfied , however, that the tim 
they wished the world to trust their ecoun- “arrived when we should face things as 
try. He was followed by a young and they are, and not as we would like them 
eminent professor of the Japanese Uni- to be. No one desires that we shoulc 
versity, who spoke in a similar strain. It *embark upon another war such as tha’ 
is stated in this Associated Press message through which we have recently passed 
that never has there been such political Even military officers to whom refer ce 
‘turmoil in Japan as in recent times, has been made by honorable mem 
owing firstly to the franchise having been ‘opposite would not desire anything of the 
denied the great bulk of the people, and kind. The war has left on many 
secondly» becanse of opposition to the people of this country a mark whie a 
ilitary class in power. never be effaced. Bs 
Very strong views are being expressed - I was surprised to hear he’ hone 


practically every Parliament of the ner, for eat denouncing, 
world in opposition to excessive mili- 227° ° conscription, remembering 
tarism and increased naval and militar did that he, with obhers. a ae 
? side with the Right Honorable A 


expenditure. On every hand we hear it Fisher, and cheered to the echo the stat 
id that a halt must be called, and that sont made in his own city of Ballarat 
ccessive naval and military expenditure hal votpad Australia, 1 was going to do 3 in 
such as we have before us to-night must Qyo.+ War. 
: denounced. IT shall do what I can Mr. McGratz. — The Abatament ke 
o cut down these Estimates. I know ynhich the honorable member ref 
that the vote will be against us, but I ‘not eds en Ballarat by Mr. Fishe 
ope the division list will -be published Mr. LISTER. “= The. catatanee A 
_ far and wide, so that. the people will know by him, that Australia was going to 
_ that: the Labour party, at all events, is behind the Mother Country to th 
_ trying to relieve them of the cursed mili- man and the last shilling was repeate 
Lary “caste by which this country is being by every member of the Labour pa 
‘overned at the present time. in the 1914 campaign. | The La 
‘Mr. LISTER (Corio) [8.40].—I should party stood for that principle. Ev 
ot have addressed myself to the con- honcrable member for. Batman | 
‘sideration of the Estimates to-night but for Brennan) stood for 1b. _ steko 
certain observations made by honorable ‘Mr. Brennan, ae Do not inclu 
abers opposite. I feel, however, that whole of us. ¢ 
T ought to express my Own View, tata I ‘Mr. LISTER. — The honorable 


: ve is the view generally held by the ber supported his leader in the | 
| P ople of Australia. I was surprised that Australia mata do ae hee in 4 


amused by the remarks made by the ! 
orable. member: for Bourke ase An- 




































































































NM eCrrath)., . aud the hiteoradle mem- 


for Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton), in Mr. LISTER: ay Son a) at aie 
v of the fact that ait were, oe are was; I do not know whether the he 
able member ee Wiatads hi 
was. 
tary eve Bill, and took a very erent ture that the everomaci ‘propose 4 
eal of credit for having passed. it. cur represents the very safest f 
1a Josnrn haa np mya Hons aa not insurance that we could adopt. 
ence has been made by hono 

They helaaacas ceredit ye pee bas to the unpre 
ir Me h G 
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ak is very sig: 
can bent. the very people who are so 
s i gly advocating the reduction of 
. nents are those who were opposed 
eat ‘Pritain doing anything during 
: ‘Had the advice which they 
been followed, had Great Britain 
n ears ago reduced her armaments, we 
ould not be in our present happy posi- 
. ‘There a have ani a consider- 







© hi Na main ‘Salwark of sins We 


OSs ly nea intentions were of the best, 












E pire intact, and. with the assist- 
her Allies. bringing the war to a 
ous conclusion. Sarcastic reference 
een made by members of the Opposi- 
to the Corner party and their 
r poli The truest economy is 
eae a, neal worth of value for 
















fr “LISTER. Ay should like to see the 
resent vote increased, because many 
employed. ‘in the Navy and Defence 
Departments are receiving a wage which 
I consider inadequate. I refer particu- 
larly to permanent employees in the Gar- 
rison ‘Artillery, the Engineers, and the 
Naval Forces. I am sure that no hon- 
erable ment ber Pepe ite will dissent from 
that. view, 3 

_ Mr oss —These Estimates 





















will 





Mr. LISTER. LT ace aie to see the 
ote increased in order that their wages 
Dea be be eek wae a shall not urge any 


ery peut spent. in this Department 
all be utilized’ to the best advantage. 
Mr. STEWART (Wimmera) [8.49].— 
I had no intention of speaking on this 
i tem, but the repeated references to the 
 atiat de of myself and my colleagues in 
corner call for a brief reply. I can- 
speak for the whole of my colleagues, 
1, ean, jan for Acagaas ‘Honorable 






ankful that those people, although. 


te ae a ‘great parti in preserving” 








upon the. hub eae of war. — do not Shea i 
any of us will dispute that war is a crim 
and a horror. | 

Sir GRANVILLE Ryriz. wee ae 

Mr. Brenwan.—Does the Assistant — 
Minister say that war is a crime? ¢ 

Sir Granvitte Ryrie.—Of course iti js 

Mr. STEWART.—Honorable members. 
opposite: suggest that the correct policy is 
to spend no money on defence, to trust 
ourselves to the mercy of the world, an 
adopt the ideal outlined in the League 
of Nations, regardless of whether or not 
other nations adopt it, That is a policy. 
to which I cannot subscribe. Every one 
of us knows that many foolish and absurd 
statements were made in connexion with 
the late war. I refer particularly to the 
oft-repeated phrase that we were engaged in 
ina war to end war. I believe that many 
of those who used that phrase honestly — 
believed in it then; unfortunately, I do 
not think many people believe in it to-day. 
During the war we saw the flower of our 
manhood march through the streets, and 
bid us farewell at the ship’s side. Many 
of them, alas, never to return. Many 
homes are saddened to-day by the losse 
sustained during the war. There is no 
one honorable member who would care to 
go through another such war. The whole 
question at present is—What is the cor: 
rect attitude for Australia as a nation to 
adopt in future? As far as the organized 
farmers of Australia are concerned—— 

Mr. LaveELLE.—Only a small section of 
the farmers is organized. : 

Mr. STEWART.—I speak for the. sec- 
tion that is organized, and the defence 
plank of the Country party’s platform 
reads— 

Defence expenditure to be kept within the 
lowest limits consistent with national safety 
in’ the light of international development 
There is no better plank in the platfor 
of any Australian political party. 
consideration before us is not what 
would like to do but what are the other 
nations of the world doing? j 
can safely speak for the whole of Me 


organized farmers of Australia when 




















































































say that, if the ideals of the League of 
Nations were accepted by the other na-— 
tions of the world, Australia should gladly 
accept them. The Government would be 
wise if they gave a lead to the world, 
possible, in carrying out the ideals ae t 
League of Nahone yee 


aif Wevse 














Wises: uae They 
vile the defence expenditure. — a 
Mr. 
taking precautions which I believe are 
necessary. I do not say that I agree to 
every item of expenditure proposed by 
the Ministry. I do not; and before the 











shall probably be found voting against 
‘some items, But I believe that certain 
~ defence precautions are absolutely neces- 
sary, and I am convinced that some hon- 
erable members opposite in their hearts 
believe the same thing. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY (Hume) 
[8.55|.—If any justification were re- 
- quired by the Country party for cutting 
down this vote it was supplied by the 
speech of the honorable member for 
Wimmera (Mr. Stewart). In effect, the 
lank of the party which the honorable 
member read, means that the defence 
expenditure should be the lowest pos- 
sible compatible with national safety. 
Mr. Jowerr.—In the light of inter- 
ational developments. 

Mr. - PARKER MOLONEY. — The 
- honorable member for Wimmera said 
_ that we should be advised by the League 
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ture, but he did not ask the Government 
to enlighten him as to the international 

_ developments that have thrown upon 
Australia the responsibility of increasing 
Her’ defence provisions. In his speech 
last night, the Assistant Minister for 
Defence (Sir Granville Ryrie) did not 
tell us what. the menace to Australia is. 






Instead of giving the information which 


Ce Committee desired, he cunningly oc- 
vy ae most Mi his time in. ee with 







Sir Coox.—If the honorable 
member does not go easy I shall have to 


vey 
Prt ms 














ke up his Wagga speech during the last 
Jection. 

‘Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. — The 
“Alone I built the Navy.” 
Sir Joszpx Coox. — The 
member said that he did. 
- Mr. 

he Labour party was creating the Aus- 
: tralian Navy the right honorable gentle- 
man referred to it as “a tin-pot affair,” 


honorable 


i a4 he* had es ee 
By 


STEWART. — They start by ~ 


whole of the Estimates are passed I _ pot, 


velopments and the menace that thro 


of Nations in regard to future expendi- 


-velopments: justify them in so doing. 
was all very Nel for the honorable mem 


to lead him to the belief that the people 


Treasurer stated during - the elections, 


PARKER MOLONEY.—When 
the Minister under- estimated ie ae 


but during the last ita he. dima 


pes by rs S 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. _wh 
was most emphatic in saying Me 
whoever else created the | 






























































If I were to follow. the examp 
the Assistant Minister, and dig 
ancient history, I could give | the | 


reading the observations of the Trea 
about. the hears class Be Mandy 


ido diet the tember Orga am 
party were prepared to shoulder its 
fae in regard to this vote, but he 


ape are pled ead provides that the ace ence — 
expenditure should be the lowest possible 

compatible with national safety in 
light of international developments. Ge 


bees this igre the: onus — of 


Hostile Meaber! in the corner | 
not vote for this expenditure unless the 
are satisfied that the international de 


not ea ae pani pai hie elect Tr 


desired such an increase; but his « 
torate is not the whole of Australia. 
IT am able to gauge the opinion of th 
people, they are opposed to this police 
doubling the pre-war . expenditure e 
naval and military purposes. 
Assistant Minister for Defence (Sir 
ville Ryrie) said this afternoon th 
meant an expenditure of £3 rae 000 


ene which, when per prov the 


sf 






Pineda ee peeitline: Page’ 158, 
tary—not including war services,’ 
ny aL 550, 000 ; page 343, © Miltary nad. 
_sbions, “new works, buildings, &c.,” 
Ar ea, 302, 153; page 398, “War services 
7 payable. out of revenue—total under con- 
trol of Department of Defence—Military,” 
we. 547,924. These three items make a 
: grand total of £4,400,077. On page 369 
there will be found still another item, 
ay Be “under the heading, ‘‘ Estimates of Expen- 
ae diture out of Loan Fund for works— 
& _ Department of Defence — Military,” 
i £328,204. Thus, the grand total becomes 
tet DLA; 728, 281. Then there should be added 
GO that the amount proposed in connexion 
iy with: Naval and Air Force expenditure. 
Mr. Arxinson.—The honorable mem- 
ge is going over the whole of the expen- 
6 - diture upon defence. 











es Mr. 
— quibbling. The Committee is dealing with 
one item; but I want to show that, taking 
a oie mhiois of the items which I have indi- 
tated, and adding the Naval and Air 
_ Force expenditure, the total becomes more 
than £8,220,000—which is double the pre- 
ay war expenditure. 





“nonsense, 
Mr. "PARKER MOLONEY. — The 
- igure are compiled from items which I 
_ have quoted; I have given the actual 
pages. I am quite prepared to believe, 
: of course, that since the Treasurer’s ahi 
cers were largely responsible for framing 
the Estimates, the Treasurer himself does 
not know these things. 
Sir Josepn Coox.—Insulting, as usual; 
vim honorable member cannot help it. As 
! TI told him:last night, ‘‘It is the nature 
ee of the beast.” 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. —TI do not 


want to insult the Treasurer; but I am 
_ telling him what is in the pages of his 

_ own Budget documents. 
Sir Josep Coox. —The figures do not 

- show any such thing. | 
Se ae Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Then 
. ihe: Treasurer is free to examine them for 
himself, and to show me where I am 
wrong. When the Assistant Minister for 
Defence stated, earlier in the present sit- 
a _ ting, that defence expenditure involved 
; s, a matter of £3,200,000, he was under- 
-estimating—consciously or unconsciously. 
e & The honorable member for Wimmera (Mr. 
pera’) has stated that he is prepared 
to pie dhe: ee eesbiity for voting in 









- acceptance of these Estimates. 


PARKER MOLONEY.—That is 


Sir Josern Coox.—That total is sheer 
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Is he sti 
prepared to take the responsibility of 
making our vote double what it was in 
pre-war days? I do not know one person 
among my constituents, or elsewhere, 
whom I have met during the past six 
months, who is prepared to agree that 
now, after the completion of a war whie 
was to end wars, we should double ou 
pre-war expenditure. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—Defetice is to cost 
this year £7,101,000. ag ae 

Mr. PARKER - MOLONEY. The oe 
Treasurer has now got up to £7,000,000; — 
that is very different from ahat the As. ae 
sistant Minister for Defence told us. i 

Sir Granvitte Ryris.—It is not at all ¢ 
different. He 





PARKER MOLONEY. oie ‘ 


Mr. 
Minister said the total vote was — 
£3 200,000. M 
Sir Grenvitie Ryan That ae 


military vote. The honorable member for- — 
gets the Navy and the Air Force. The — 
total military vote is £3,200,000. We > 
are now dealing with the “Military Esti- : 
mates. Me; 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. — But, 
when it is said that our total defence — 
obligations amount to only £3,200,000— | 

Mr. Maxwesut.—Does the honorable — 
member still suggest, im the face of what | 
the Minister has just pointed out, that — 
the Minister made any such statement ab 
all ? x 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. me he a 
said that, consciously or unconsciously, the bis 
Minister did say so; he left a false — 
impression on the minder oe honorable — 
members. ‘ 








Mr. ATKINSON. —th your own ‘mind, a 
perhaps. ue . 
Mr, PARKER MOLONEY—I am | 


satisfied that the honorable member has — 
not studied the Estimates, and that he 
will vote upon this matter, as on every- 
thing else—in the dark. He knows he 
has a duty to perform, and that that is to 
keep the Government in power. I merely | 
desire to eradicate from the minds of 
honorable members the false impression 
that the total vote for defence purposes 
is £3,200,000, seeing that, as a matter 3) : 
fact, it is more than £8, 000, OOOs eas 
Sir Josmpn Coox. ee is not. 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—It. is, 
and-I will leave it at that. I have picked | 
out the items, and have cited them one 
by one; and af the Treasurer can mak ; 





















) as he votes the ip ses en yen eth 


be voting to double Australia’s pre-war 
us “expenditure. T remarked, last night, that 
it was not fair to the people to saddle 
them with this enormous increase. The 
Assistant Minister for Defence said that 
we must not let it go forth that this war 
iad been fought in vain. I repeat, that 
it will go forth that the war was fought 
im vain if the best we have to tell the 
sith and kin of those who fought and fell 
that. they must be prepare ed some day, 
iooner or later, to make still greater sac- 
rifices, We cannot say that the war was 
not fought in vain when we have no better 
prospect ahead than this enormously en- 
anced Defence expenditure. The Trea- 
surer said, in the course of his Budget 








‘part in the war than had any other por- 
ion. of the Empire. Honorable members 
m this side were saying the same thing 
luring the conscription campaigns, and 
then we were called disloyalists and pro- 
ermans. Two years after the war has 
ended the Treasurer says that everything 
ve said is true. All honour to Australia 
hat it should be true! But we should be 
le to offer to the people who made the 
e rifices, and to the men who actually 
fo 
0 burden them with ,double Australia’s 
war expenditure. It is all a sham 
nd a fraud. ee 

Sir Granvitte Ryem—The ieonorable 
member wants us to tell ‘those who lost 
heir sons) that now we are going to aban- 
on Australia to the first foreign Power 
which cares to come along and take it. 
Mr. 
rant the Minister to tell us where ‘are 


ANS 


: ie 
hi 































country: When I asked him last 


+ 





e what one thinks and feels”; and he 
tinued that I ought to be able 


ir 
pe Dk 










nder discussion must realize that he will 


ce th: é 
speecl at Australia played a greater member point out one item in these 


‘item which I have quoted to-nigh 


ment of the House this afternoon, 


Prime Minister during the election cam- 
ht, something better than to threaten. 
item by one- fourth there would be 


the sum necessary to make good 


this Honse pledged to economy. — 
PARKER MOLONEY.—No; 1 


will be £3,200,000, when it. 


dark forces which are threatening going to be mors. Saat £8,000,000 


, he said, mysteriously, “ One cannot js not suggesting that we are a 


_ pass a. proposed vote of £8 000,000 3 
gn where these. secret: forces were able. members are about to pu t 
‘ells 1 : a Ney ie a: of ib 1 rht away 










says. the Caine ere sc 1000 ) =e 
for this amount. What amount does. he. 
consider would be adequate? — 


‘Mr. . PARKER MOLONEY, 
























































amount would have to be double the Zo "e- 
war Sas to be, in fact, etal Gg to dtc 


es to. what ib. was ai i 
days. ee 
Mr; 


ae 
Mr. PARKER 
go quite that far, 
to get all I want. 
Mr. Maxweiu.—Will tha * 


MOLONEY. ean 
if it is not. P 


hoes 


mates which is unnecessary ? 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Eve: 


excess of what it should be.  __ 
Upon a motion for the formal adj 


orable members on this side asked 
some provision should be made in - 
to the fulfilment of the promise 


paign .that the farmers would be paid S 
5s. per bushel at railway siding 
the Government were to cut do 


than sufficient saved to pay interes ¢ 
promise. But the Government 


propose to cut down the amount b 
penny. Country members were sent 
Ag 















they prepared to take the word. 
Assistant Minister that the ages dit 










Mr. Stewart.—The honorable 













Mr. PARKER MOLONEY _ 








But, 

in tae shoes, 5 would not like 

lled upon by my constituents to 

in my actions. If I had come into 
louse pledged, as is the honorable 
r, to grant to the Government only 


t possible limit of funds com-— 


with national 
opeless position. 


safety, I would 
I would not 


ike to face ot task of canna to my 


going ‘to: be granted a eee sum by 
f indemnity. I think we were 


We do 
What 
Peas of the German fidenulity 2 
NS re. told that the securing of our 
was one of the great triumphs of 

: Minister. 
‘ Josern Cook —Why, they said 
es send it out to Australia, but 
\ dhe o INO yas 
‘no indemnity,” Was your, cry. 


Bese ee acteristic of the Peea 
_I know that right through the 
ction he went about saying that 
nee was- « No indemnities,” omit- 

Our platform was 


a the ele aauit yin showing — 
nreliable the 'statements were when 
ere told of the great work of the 
e Minister at the Peace Conference. 
we come to reflect on the great work 
which we are told was done by the Prime 
| er at the Peace Conference, and 
fies fact that the great indemnity 
Australia was to get has vanished 

hin air, we are rather inclined to 

t that the right honorable gentleman 

vas. of ge ti igi Pa icgdecingh should be 


Bendigo that they would get 5s. 


pene ae money: nhs PNET , Ga ‘ibs a i 
does not see how it can be got. 


this afternoon, when ) 
farmers should get 5s. per bushel in cash 
he said, ‘‘ Where is the money to come 
from?’ He does not say to the heads 
of the Defence Department, * Where if 
we to get this £8,000,000?" = 
In conclusion, I have only to say ‘ 
members of the Corner party, in all ad 
ness, thét it would be fair to cut down 
this expenditure by an amount equiv 


' fent to the interest on whatever sum wou d 


be necessary to redeem the promise made 
to the farmers by the Prime Minister at 
er 
bushel for their wheat at. the railway. Be 
ing. But, as no. one in the Farmers 
party proposes to do anything, I hope A 
that they will realize their difficulties — 
when they have to explain to their con- — 
stituents the attitude they have taken ee Gr 
on this matter. a 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta— 


Treasurer) [9.19].—I cannot allow this | 


pernicious stuff to go without telling the 
Committee the facts. mh 
member has included items of expenditure 
which were incurred last year, but which — 

have to be paid for this year, and which, 
ordinarily, would have been paid out of 
loan funds, but are now being paid out 
of revenue. In that way he makes a 
total of over £8,000,000, whereas the 
Defence Baiiaten for this year total. 
£7,101,000 for Navy, Air and ies 

Forces; no more and no less. 

Mr. Parker Mononzy.—What about 
.the pages I have mentioned ? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK—I would ae 
glad if the honorable member woul: 
hand them to me so that I could chee 
them. The vote for 1913-14 was nearl 
£5,000,000. To-day it is £7,000,000 
Where, then, has it doubled ? Is it nob. a 
pity that we cannot get an accurate 
statement from honorable members op 
posite? The one honorable member who 
has proved the case for the moderation 
of this item is the honorable member for 
Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton), who quoted 
the last military vote at Home, wae 
was £125,000,000. 

Mr. Fenron.—tI also quoted die: fac 
that it was neuen to be reduced i< 
£60,000, 000. 





The honorable au 







Fee 


on the same basis would be about 
£14,000,000 for land forces only. 

Mr. FENTON. —The British expenditure 
is coming down, but ours is going up. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—What a state- 
ment, for the honorable member to make! 
If our expenditure were anything like 
last year’s Imperial expenditure, it would 
be about six or seven times the amount 

. ect What good does it do to the 

onorable member to distort the figures? 

May I suggest that the item upon which 
~ we are asked to vote is not £3,000, 000 ? 

_ Every honorable member opposite who 

has spoken has declared his intention to 

say ‘what he has said all over again when 
- we are considering the votes on. the main 
Estimates, and why the question of the 
general defence of Australia should be 
debated on these Works Estimates, I 
yy o not know. We have not done very 
much work this week, and I suggest that 
we should now proceed to a vote upon 

this matter. Of course, I know that these 
A bers are important, but the proper occa- 

sion on which to discuss the general ques- 

tion of the defence of Australia is when 
‘ we deal with the main Estimates. 


Mr. Fenton.—The right honorable 

yentleman will then be one of the first to 
say. that we have already passed the main 
ans of expenditure. 


” Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I AS na Say 
so. I asked the Committee to deal with 
Me these Estimates speedily, so that we could 
ue begin» the public works for which they 
Bee make provision. 
Committee is not £3,000,000, 
Bhs £i, 800,000 for works, and T ask honorable 
hi members to leave the general question 























alone now and take a vote so that we may 


get on with these works. 


F Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) 9. 25|.—The 
right honoratle gentleman has doubted 
_ the accuracy of the figures given by the 
_ honorable member for Hume (Mr. Parker 
_ Moloney), who gave chapter and verse to 
indicate where they could be found in the 
| Estimates. For the benefit of honorable 
: members I shall repeat them. When the 
_ honorable member was speaking, the Min- 
ister for the Navy (Mr. Laird Smith) 
claimed that he, te included expenditure 
h pee Porces: a0), 000. 

















seloeealaly: Grated ganas ee 
he did not include the Navy it 
(£356,000 for Miscellaneous, and £1 
, for trading vessels, The. three items, Trar 
port Services, Miscellaneous, and. "Trad 


: oo is isk one: Vat ‘tak bh 
Great Britain, our quota of expenditure 


from the £1,066,000. to which I have 


The item before the - 
but 


_ tion made. 














Mii ay represent el, 066, 000, which 






that expenditure the tate Heovide 
these Estimates for military, naval an 
air defence is over £8,000,000. On p 

158 of the Estimates the total milite 
expenditure, not including war servic 
is £1,550,000. On page 343 the to 
expenditure on additions, new works a 
buildings for the Defence Department 
£1,302,153. On page 369 there is a to 
of “£318, 204 for expenditure from loar 
funds for Defence works. On page 328 
an item of £1,547,924 representing WwW \ 
services payable. out. of revenue. These — 
items of military defence amount to 
£4,718,281. Then we turn to the Nav 
On page 195 of the Estimates we fin 
that the total expenditure on the Nai 
not including war services, is £2,279,2 
On page 344 we find an item of £313 ;21 
for additions, new works, buildings, 
for the Navy Department. On page 3 
the expenditure out of loan funds fe 
works for the Navy is set down 
£302,100. That gives a, total 
£2 849 ,000 for naval expenditure, a 















































referred. On page 345 we find an ite 
£294,000 for new works for eae 
services, 


Ste giving | a total of £590,000 
this branch of defence. The grand tot 
of expenditure under these headings 
is thus £8,222,000, apart from the 
£1,066,000 which T have just mentione 
and which would increase ee total 


introduced by the een 
Sir 
Treasurer) [9. 28]. —Here is the ‘expla 
tion. K 
Mr. Tupor.—Were the figures given 
right or wrong? , 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. —They 
right, but entirely wrong in the applica 
eee, the item of £1, wih OC 







in ie BA mietane It has so % 
ever to do with the expenditure o: 
defence for this year, but~is. in fo 
Bayon! of seeps inct 








item _Teads as 


ry Noreus | Pachidigs pay, allot- 


pay for periods not exceeding two 
oaths fter date of notification. of decease of 


ee liability of last year; the ac- 
are coming in, and we are paying 
_ On ae same page, a little 


210,000 for Nise graves of malate, 
1 the pono member abla 


JOSEPH. ee Pa oenild 4 Wok 


oted the figures without having 
1e sie which are there for any- 
ral it oo that the defence 


oe 
HED 
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AYES. 


Jackson, D. 8. 
Lamond, Hector 

|; Mackay, G. H. 

| Marks, W. M. 

ni). Marr, ©. WC, 
.MeWilliams, W. J. 
Poynton, A. 
Rodgers, A. 8. 
Ryrie, Sir Granville 
Smith, Laird 
Stewart, P. G. 
Weinholt, A. 
Wise, G. H. 


Tellers: 
Burchell, R. J. 
Story, W. H. 


Noes, 


Tudor, F. G. 

West, J. E. 

sty Pellers: 
_ | Fenton, J. E. | 
yieloney, Parker, Fy 


' Jowett, FE. 


Upon! TExpedi. Aven. a, 


Bamford, F. W. 
Best, Sir Robert 
30wden, BK. K. 
Page, Ir. Tiarle 
Fleming, W. M., 
Gregory, H. 
Hay, A. 
Hughes, W. M. 
Prowse, J. H. 


eDonatd, CoM 

lakeley, Ase 
Makin, N. J. OQ. 
Considine, M. P. 
Gabb, J. M. 
Mathews, Dee ee 
Mahony, W. G. 
Mahony HS 7 1s 
Page, James a 
Ryan Pia eee 
Nicholls, 8. R. 
Watkins, D. 
Maloney, Dr. 


Watt, W. A. 
Lister, J. H. 
Maxwell, G. A. 
Livingston, J. 
Question so resolved in the affirmative 
prongs vote agreed to. aide 


DEPARTMENT OF THE Navy. 


Proposed vote, £313,214. 
Mr. ANSTEY (Bourke) Eo. 38]. a 


should like to say a few words on the Navy 


Estimates aiso; but, before I start, I wish — 
to know. whether these are votes of ex-— 
penditure that is to be incurred this year, — 
or expenditure that was incurred some 
years previously. I do not wish to be 
told, after I assert that it is expenditure 
for this year, that it belongs to some ones 
year. | 
Sir JosepH Coox.—The Genlaia tnt is 
there—it was the Expeditionary Forces. 
Surely that could not relate to this year. 
Mr. ANSTEY.—Is there anything to 
show clearly and definitely that thi 


money is to be disbursed on account of 


something last year or the year before. 
Sir JosrpH Coox.—Yes. Bey: 
Mr. ANSTEY.—Show it tome. 
Sir JosepH Coox.— ber 
Forces ’’ carries its own meaning. 
Mr. ANSTEY.—Why? 
Sir JosspH Coox.—There are no Ex 
peditionary Forces to be provided for this, 


Mr. ANSTEY.—I ‘ahould like this de 
bate conducted without personalities o 
ill-feeling; but I venture to say that that 
is pretty difficult under the circumstances 
Last night when I was speaking — 
noticed the same thing ;. when any state 
ment is made there is a constant, mono: 
tonous, and inaccurate reiteration that. ot 
is ‘‘ not true,’’ or not ‘‘ founded on fact 

Sir Josepu Coox.=—Quite so. oe 

Mr. ANSTEY. —That reminds me ce 
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true”? Sa What you” are saying is aunts 
wrong ’ >, and so on. Afterwards, when 
we were sitting in the lobby, I said to 
him, ‘‘Sir Thom&s, what was wrong 
about that statement of mine?’ ~He 
touched a bell and said, ‘“‘ Have a drink; 
‘“ every word you said was true, but I was 
not going to let you get it in. Knowing 
_ the Treasurer’s principles, I would not 
accuse him of being ready to act on the 
_ first, words of Sir Thomas Bent, but, as 
for the rest, I leave honorable ‘members 
to judge. The honorable member for 
Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney) was asked, 
after making a broad statement, to give 
details, and he did so, but because, on 
one of the pages to which he referred 
there was included an’ item 

_ Mr.. Groom.—Of £1,500,000. 

Pir (ANSTEY .-—I | am’ not talking 
about the £1,500,000, but about the 
statement made by the Treasurer (Sir 
) oseph Cook)—because there happened 
to be included an item of expenditure on 
_ the graves of dead soldiers. 

Mr. Groom.—The honorable member 
for Hume mentioned the item of 
) =i, 500,000. 

Mr. ANSTEY.—The 
| Wotks and Railways (Mr. Groom) has 
“now come into the scuffle, although I 
find it hard enough to handle one man 
t a time. The Treasurer was not fair, 
even to himself, when he imputed base 
motives to the honorab’e member for 
Hume, simply because the latter had 
complied with the request for details. 
Neither the honorable member for Hume 
nor anybody ¢lse objects to that particu- 
lar item of expenditure. What I oppose 

is not expenditure on our Expeditionary 
_ Forces, or in connexion with our dead 
on eden. ( 

‘Sir JosEpaH Coox.—Hear, hear! I 
commend the honorable member for that. 


His colleagues are not game to do what 
he is doing. 


in 





Minister for 


Mr. ANSTEY. —There the Treasurer. 


" goes again | In any case, whatever may 
_ be the diversities of opinion between the 
"Treasurer and my colleagues, he and I 
can at least say that we stand on a most 
fraternal basis. I am objecting to the 
items before us, just. as I objected to the 
£300, 000, not ‘because they are for the 
| maintenance of any existing form of de- 
fence, but because, under various pleas, 
additional expenditure i is proposed at the 
very hour in the history of our country 
_when ne Treasurer ae It is in a critical 





: Noeion, y 
ture which goes to, the men-of-war 


had said a few days previously, n 


‘and tumbling with violent convulsi 


must pay the price. 


ees 































. do ‘not. fepboee 


and soldiers of the country; and I 
said so repeatedly; but there is a cc 
stant switching away from ee stan 
point. 


ber’ S position — is panreay: cleat 
straightforward. ; 
Mr. ANSTEY.—There is one thin 


my reasons. Permit me tb read a que 
tion so as to get it into Hansard, a 


read. The Prime Minister—I quote 
in order to exhibit my reverence for him 


war. We inde great and coiahlae burd 
which we must bear. i 
The Treasurer will indorse that— 


We have a debt as great as Canada and Sout 
Africa put together. The firm foundation 
upon which the world rested before the war ha 
been undermined, and they were now livin 
in a world rocking and tumbling with violen 
convulsions. he 
Of course, that is somewhat in con 
with what the right honorable dies 
that we were in the ‘ 


green fields of pi 
petual peace.” 


How we can be ‘‘ roc 


in the “‘ green fields of perpetual peac 
is a conundrum. one Prime. oe 
also said— , ae 

The nations impoverished by war are 
fronted with a new set of financial, na 


and industrial circumstances. Humanity has — 
indulged in a terrible orgy of destsncts he 


The Treasurer says that also ; 
plies my reason for opposing these iter 
though, as I say, there is a pers 


‘‘ Do we not Heed defence?” or ‘‘” 


would have happened to us if Genre 
won ?”’ 
as well be put to German workmen. 
honorable member for ‘Wim era: es 


themselves. I do not ee to. 
attitude: They cause me no worry 
am only pointing out that whil 
profess to be in favour of economy 
are prepared to give their support tc 
proposal to expend millions of po d 
the Toes and Bees sahe honora 


fe 3 
2 aa Bi f lyme ; 
pe Ae 7 Br Ss x ; ee 
a, | te Fae ay A < 











ha: 
“party one. of “those ‘nebulous ety 
tements 
ir JoserH Cook. ING very good one. 
ae: ANSTEY. —I would have nothing 
| better. It is a principle that will fit 
any set of circumstances, any country, 
any politician. The statement which 
he quoted iwas to the effect that the 
_ Country party are prepared to support 
the lewest possible expenditure necessary 
for the adequate defence of the Common- 
5 ealth, after taking into consideration 
aa recent international developments. 
“ie very one could suit that policy to his 
: own requirements. 
















is not envious of it? 
Agee Mr. ANSTEY. —Not in the least. If 
Hs apart from party and partisanship—if in 
the: interests of the country generally— 
_ the Country party believe that to be a 
sound policy, what to them are ‘‘ inter- 
oe national developments”? What to them 
is the “lowest estimate’’? What to 
them is ‘‘an adequate system of de- 
~ Fence ”? What do they think is the 
a Maximum: expenditure that they should 
“ support in respect of defence? The 
‘Treasurer: (Sir. Joseph Cook) and the 
~ Minister for the Navy (Mr. Laird Smith) 
yesterda quoted statements in regard to 
the Naval and Military expenditure of 
Great Britain. 1s Great Britain to-day 
onay e©ace basis? She has on her hands 
rt one war but a dozen. 
Mr. ‘Larrp SmitH.—Can the honorable 
member point to a nation that is a peace- 
maker ? 
Mr. ANSTEY .—No. They all pro- 
ess the principle, but not one is able 
_live up to it. 
Do honorable members think I am 
ie deadly anxious for any form of economy ? 
age think that ay eee desires 
































ey honorable member does, but I bona say 
beat him that I am not anxious as to the 
ies outlook of the Country party in regard 
_ to the world generally. It is their worry. 
What: they will not do to-day their con- 
| stituents will be deadly anxious to do a 
/ gs oie of years hence. The honorable 

“member might do something now to save 

_ Australia from the crisis into which it is 
| being: pnedeaied: Z 


‘Mr. SrewarT.—The honorable member 


every European country into the mire of - 
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Mr. Rozerr Coox.—He intends to do heh 
that by the vote which | he casts on ee fe 
question. ite 
Mr. ANSTEY.—Is he trying to save — 
his country from the crisis*into which it — 
is being precipitated, owing to the enor- 
mous burden that is being imposed on it, 
by voting for an annual expenditure run- 
ning from £60,000,000 to £100,000,000? — 
In doing that the honorable member. for — 
Indi says that he will be trying to save — 
his country. One of those newspapers 
to which I always reverently refer de- — 
scribed the Treasurer’s financial state 
ment as a ‘‘ Knock Out Budget,’ and oes 
declared that it would hasten the crisis At 
to which this country was moving, If 
do not blame the Treasurer. I ae nog? 
blame the Government. It is not the 
Government, not this party or that party, 
but the whole country that is pursuing a 
course, with the acquiescence of the press, 
and the approval of the general public— __ 
blind to every circumstance and fact— 
that is precipitating a crisis which must 
lead to inevitable ruin and disaster. It 
is this sort of thing that is hastening the _ 
day when the people, instead of using 
their brains, will be compelled to reason 
by the impulse of their stomachs. So 
much for the statement which a news- 
paper hag made concerning the Budget 
recently delivered by the Treasurer, I 
do not say that he is responsible for any- 
thing of the kind. He is but a cork 
upon the stream of events. Weall are. — 
Those of us who have some definite out- 
look, who. can see what is necessary in 
connexion with the enormous expendi ch 
of this country ey 
Mr. Larrp Smitra.—Does not the hon- 
orable member think that the Treasurer 
is fairly sound on the paper currency a 
question ? a, 
Mr. ANSTEY.—I am not going to : 
bestow any compliments without compen: ae 
sation. Fike 
Sir Josrerpx Coox.—It is . nearly ten 
o'clock. Let us have a vote. relat. 
Mr. ANSTEY.—I have nearly com- 
pleted my speech. I have not had a 
spasm for months, and I might as well t 
have one now and again. From my, ~ 
point of view this country, as the result. 
of the war, is doomed like every country. 
in Europe. Europe is but an illustra- 
tion of what this country, if it is wise, 
will avoid. The war has. precipitated — 
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1 process of revolution. Apparently 
Old Land in spite of its best Tory 





‘path... The Prime Minister himself has 
said: that the aftermath of every war is 
“misery, degradation, and _ privation, 
eae cannot go into the pit, 1t cannot 
rush into disaster without also involving 
us In the crisis in which the rest of the 
" world is involved. Now is the time—be- 
_ fore that crisis is pushed on this country, 


before the hour of destiny arrives— 


when wise men cognisant of the facts, 
_ recognising that Australia, with’ its vast 
tne and a population of only 
5,000,000, is called upon to bear an ex- 

See dibir. of _£100,000,000 per annum, 
-— shonld ask themselves how and by what 
means we shall be able to save ourselves. 
Honorable members opposite say, “‘ Let 
Shine drift.” They, at least. are in pos- 
session of the Treasury benches, and 
~ should recognise that in their hands rests 
the destiny of Australia. We find them, 
Dae doing nothing to avert the crisis. 
i: os do not blame them for the attitude they 
ae. up since it is due to the state of the 
public mind. 
lately indifferent and callous. It refuses 
to look upon the responsibilities imposed 
upon the nation as the result of the war. 
And ‘so the Government do nothing. 
- Anxious to see the system under which we 
_ live precipitated into the dust, I am not 
very desirous that the Government and 
_ their supporters shall pursue a course of 
economy. It will probably suit my book 
if they pile up expenditure to the extent 
of another £10,000,000 or £50,000, 000 
per. year, since by doing so they will pre- 
- dipitate the crisis instead of allowing the 
_- process to: be dragged out. The Country 
_ party, who are ready to argue over some 
Bittle: expenditure of a few thousand 
; a ounds, have to-night an opportunity to 
gay to the Government, 












| “The Com- 
- monwealth must return : to its  pre- 
war expenditure. Neither on naval 


nor military defence, neither on dock- 
. yards. nor arsenals, shall there be spent 
an additional penny until .the Com- 
monwealth has recovered its economic and 
financial balance, and by the reconstruc- 
tion of its industries, the strengthening of 
: financial resources. the building up of 
its factories, provided for its adequate de- 

ence, not Lara ae are a man a 

Ae 











om ity ena aa edathee from ee ap- : 


wently it can escape only by the pain- as tee our people while all 


‘dene? ; 


_ traditions is being rushed along the same — imaginary enemy ? 


spend my life in constantly oiing 


_ window curtains for a burglar. 


ioe . ‘T shall commence te naan 


The public mind is abso- 


has asked for certain information 
































































‘Mr. ANSTEY. What: 


I am not 


the nat‘onal bed or behind the oa 


my body and developing. my ccna a 
Wellingtom once said, it is wise at t res 
for every army to ‘retreat. ai 


upon the generosity ‘of. its people. s 
wise that we should say, ‘‘ From this ex 
penditure on defence turn back, Let us 
develop our economic resources, dev slop 
our country, increase our natural "energies, 
build up our industries and factories, 


of which skilled art’sans will be able 


By constantly living | on our Sac . 
spending what little money we have on — 
some trumpery scheme of defence, we shall 
but fritter away ten or fifteen years 
valuable time. We shall find that we h 
been building ships which will have to 
scrapped, and buying guns which will 
soon become obsolete. What we need to 
do is to build up a virile people. Behind 
them we need, first of al, finance—— o 
Mr. Stewarr.—And guns. a 
Mr. ANSTEY.—But noi Abi - fo L 
years old. 4 
Mr. Stewart. — Can the 
member tell the Government whe 
hour of ernie of which he ea 
going to strike? 
ae babe ge —No. 








vote for a penny of this eae re 
Mr. ANSTEY. nee take us | 


years. 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH Cheeni 


s 


ter for the ney) [9.58].—I Ae) 










sible to sapiens their time. 
orable member for Bourke Mtr ; 















| give the ions 
e} » that it will place 
ifferent light. I am 
) ney a proposed expenditure 
£3, 265, 870 on the Navy in 



























nde hae in eh cost of 
and other naval requirements. Only 
hort time ago we had a quotation of 
nee ton for fuel oil, re is 


a called ie quotations the price 
it was offered to us was more 
The increase 
: is largely responsible ‘for 
a pear ae be inflated Estimates. 
: oe. are not so. Then, 


















z here the detailed items. 
eel sure that protracted discussion 
only to the fact that honorable 
; i desire certain information. iL 








ne ee oh big ones. We are onan 
1,330 Le the uae of the cruiser 









peace as well as in time. of war, 


y fuel, we are allotting £6,400. 
Pp fovision for a coal storage vessel 


8s to. £58, bey 


+ 


rape 


- ie 370, of the Estimates, ae : 


aa is absolutely essential in 


; id which. can be used in an emergency 


This Blorage is 


7 pti es I / , : 
Ace ‘eee’ 4) soteg Oh coe ATY ee give Ge Ge A y 4 GA RS 


‘absolutely ‘Geeieal in any oe 


sum on the completion of the erniser 


‘If my information is correct, every one 


one shillmg for the Navy, Parliament 





all times. London orders: to” aio 
were committed in past years, acco 
for £94,500. There is also a liability to 
the Admi iralty of £87,000. The tata OX: 
penditure from revenue for which © 
have provided is £378,000; but we do no 
expect to expend the whole of it. us hope, | 
by careful administration, to save about 
£78,380, reducing the total expendi ure 
from revenue to “£300 ,000. If honorable 
members will permit me, I shall d 
very briefly with the items of loan 
penditure also, in order to save the time 
of the Committee. 
Honoraste Memepers. —That will: ne 
save time. 
Mr. McWILIIAMS (Franklin) 10. 
—The very gravest consideration is 
quired in dealing with these Naval Esti- 
mates. The proposals i In connexion with 
the land Forces were by no means a3 











































See ‘approves of tha Fens 
of even one shilling on the Navy, we 
should consider the whole question of 
naval defence. The Minister has told us” 
that he proposes to spend a considerabl 





Adelaide. ‘That vessel is obsolete before ; 
she is completed, and the Committee mus 
consider that fact. . 
Sir Josprz Coox.—It is not a fact, 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I ask the Mu 
ister for the N avy how many ships of 
the types of those of the Australian Navy 
are being retained in the Imperial Navy 





except the New Zealand has beer 
scrapped as obsolete and useless. — 
Mr. OConninenam.—That is 
right. | 
Sir Josern Coon —lt is ait wrong. 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—Before we vot 





quite 


ought to decide upon the broad prineiple 
of the naval defence of the Comm 
wealth. Our principal ship of war, the : 
Australia, is panel out of commission 
to-day. : 
- Mr. Tupvor.—She is to be ‘turned nto 
a training ship. 

Mr. MoWILLIAMS. i am safer 
on very good authority that the: whole 
of the Imperial vessels of. the typ caf 
those in the Australian. Na eo are out of © 
Sedna ce meen 
















ie McWILLIAMS. — Is Bastian 
to spend £2,500,000 per annum on a fleet 
that is absolutely obsolete? Before deal- 
ing with the Naval Estimates, the Com- 

- mittee will have to decide what the fight- 






fe be. 


_ may I suggest that the expenditure on the 

Adelaide has been already incurred, and 
that the Committee is merely’ asked to 
vote the SL ogateantel amount to pay for the 
vessel? 
Seo Mr, McWILLIAMS. —That is the 
same old story. There are other items 
to which. that - objection does not ap- 
ply. For instance. coal storage, ‘although 
i may be absolutely essential, should not 
come under the direct heading of N aval 
Works. 
Mr. Lairp Smrru.—That is the are 
tunate feature. Under our system it 
“must be placed in these Estimates. — 
- (Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I hope that the 
“Committee, before dealing with the Naval 
Estimates, ‘will make a complete division 
‘between naval items and what may be 
_ termed the commercial side of the De- 
“partment, ~ 

Sir Josern Coox.—Hear, hear! 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I do not wish 
_ to allow this vote to pass without ques- 
_tion lest my silence be construed as an 
‘indication that I and the party with 
which I am associated are prepared to ac- 
“cept the naval programme submitted by 
‘the Government before the whole pro- 


























J the Committee, and we are in a position 
to know the real value ‘of the works 
for which we~are making provision. 
May I repeat that, as far as the land 
: forces are concerned, the expenditure is 
not in excess of what I anticipated. I 
yield to none in the matter of economy. 


















manufacture at Lithgow will have to be 
considered very closely by this House, 
and more expert information than we 







ve In connexion with _the Naval 
vote, I wish it to be thoroughly and 
learly understood that, as far as I am 
personally concerned, T am not prepared 


oH tained. 


a ing: forces of the Australian Fleet shall 


- Sir Josrrnx Coox.—In ‘the: meantime 


4 expenditure the H hould thorough] 
- «blem hag been thoroughly explained to ie ee sh Me 


Personally, I think the question of rifle - 


‘have had in the past will have to be ob-— 




















a 
‘information, is "oiholete | a ee 
Mr. AUSTIN. Cuapman.—We axe 
dealing with that question. 
Mr, McWILLIAMS,. — “Yes, wae a 
item of £300, 000 for Fleet constr ction 
and maintenance. and I do not wish 
be said that, because that item is pa 
I am prepared to sanction any expenc 
ture on ships, which, according 
the information given to me, are. 
obsolete and would be of no us 
a naval engagement. It has — 
sea that. inte ata of this 











































session if these faete ine before we ar hey 
Mr, Brennan.—What is the £300 000 
for? I asked the Minister for the ! 
(Mr. Laird Smith), and he could not 
form me. 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—A porn 
is for the completion of the Adela 
Mr. Brennan.—What is the Ade 
Mr. McWILLIAMS. —She is” 


ing to the pave supplied to m 
be obsolete and of mo use as a fehl 
ship when she is placed in the, wate 

Mr. Latrp Suira.—she is in the 


at present. She was launched some aa 
ago. 
Mr. McWILLIAMS. —Yes, ha is 


the water, but not in commission. 
fore that ship is completed and m 
according to information I have rec 
from most excellent authorities, shi 
be absolutely useless as a fighting v 
Before we vote a single shilling for 1 


and completely understand my P 
the Government. uk 


Navy. obsolete? y 
Mr. McWILLIAMS. re fae as i 
been informed, it is. _ 
Sir JOSEPH Coox.—That is. any 


“Mr. McWILLIAMS. —Quite recen 


GT 
gat 


the ween: Eenown was in Austr lia 







eke a ean “We would need a m 
the whole number by ten, and ev 






close enough to brush off Koki aie 
Mr. Deep Ve Lae nothing 















) Cook) with myself and others 
attention to what is actually hap- 
ming. We said that in a few years 
{ he boats we built would become ob- 
le », and that Australia would be called 
mn to maintain a fleet—which we knew 
uld be a farce—which would plunge 
eavily into debt. 
Mr. Lavetrze—Does the honorable 
ember suggest, building a few ships like 
Mh nown ? 
Mr. McWILLIAMS ar o. When the 
. rtunity comes, I shall place my views 
before the Committee. 
upon to pass a vote of £2,250,000 for the 
ie maintenance of our N. avy, ana there is 
Ge not an honorable member in this chamber 
| who does not know that, as a means of 
i ‘opposing invading forces, it would be an 

_ absolute farce and a sham. It may be 
said that I am using somewhat strong 

language, but I believe it to be justified. 

, in conclusion, I may say that, in passing 
this vote, it must not be said that I am 
_ acquiescing in a continuation of the ie 

: pent naval policy of Australia. 

‘Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta—Trea- 
-surer) [10.16].—I think that something 
should be said in answer to the statements 

: _ made by the honorable member for Frank- 
jin (Mr. McWilliams). They are most 
F _ mischievous, and should not have. been 
ie ee in an assembly such as this. If the 
ae norable member really means what he 
says, he should not vote for one penny on 
1ese Estimates, because any man who says 
ae present Navv is useless should 












But, is qc 
Have we not 


ay chat Fleet. which defends the hols 
impire? Surely, because: we cannot do 


should do nothing at all. Does the hon- 
- orable member think that, because we 


ER: 
cannot defend 12,000 miles of coastline 


_by ourselves, we should not do anything ? 
The honorable member says that our 
Ns, N avy is a farce, and that we are wasting 
‘money upon it ; but nately he is not 
serious. 

ue Mr. MoWauutans —I oe me 
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Sar) JOSEPH COOK -—Doés he be- 


| 


Bi Pw 


Ph 


will ake us absolutely self-contained in 


the matter of naval defence, we should. fe 
+i is a pre yy 


not spend anything at all? 
posterous argument, 


Mr. McWu,. LIAMS.—I1 have not altered 


- heve that, until we-can get a Navy which f 


the opinion I held when I was in company 


with the Treasurer on the other side of the | 


House. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.Such s aed 


ment does not count for very much, and | 


the man who glories in the fact that-war 


has not changed hig opinions in the — 


slightest. degree is suggestive of Rip Van _ 
te is time the honorable mem- — 
The whole world — 

holds different views to-day as a result of — 


Winkle. 


ber aroused himself. 


the tremendous catastrophe ee which 
we have passed. 
Mr. 
taught us that our ships are obsolete. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am afraid J 


McoWittrams.—The late war has ’ 


shall still have to rely for my naval direc- 


tion and final judgment on those who are 
experts, and who have devoted their whole 
time to naval matters. 


These authorities — 


do not suggest that our ships are obsolete — 


in any sense of the term, and they inform 


me that they can be made a very useful 
addition to the great British Navy. The 
honorable member’s argument is fatal to 
any Navy, and fatal to: the expenditure 
of any money. It is our duty to make as 


full a contribution as our finances will 


permit towards the development of as m 


large a naval force as, 


in conjunction by 


with the geritish Navy, will give us a rea- - : 
sonable thance of defending our shores — 


from attack. ‘That is the position, in a 
nutshell. JI admit that we cannot defend 
Australia by, ourselves. Our Navy is not/ 
big enough to do that; but we can do our. 


duty and make an adequate contribution 
next 


to the sum of those forces which, 


ve 


\ 


year, are to be considered by the Im- 


peria] Conference, and which will, in the 
end, I believe, give us a naval defence 
in the Pacific which will save us-from any 


predatory designs that may be. one 
tained. But I beg the honorable member 






not to raise those issues now. 
really only one thing to do in connexion 


There is us 


with this item, and that is to pay our a 


debts. This money has been spent. _ | 
Mr. McWILLIaMs. os ~ The same old 
story ! 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. —The House fda 
ea horas it, and, it has been pas, and 


hen 


ait i 




















































raised on a mere matter of this kind! 
Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [10,22)|-—-Phe re 
| ‘marks of the Treasurer, if they mean any- 
thing at all, indicate that we should not 
waste a minute over the Estimates. 
- Mr. Jowxrr.--Do not all Governments 
take that view ?. 

Mr. TUDOR.—No. 
Noa 
Mr TUDOR.—No. 
Mr. Rrcnarp Foster.—Yes, they did. 
Phoy. brought their Estimates in in the 
following year. 
Mr. TUDOR. — That 
not correct. The naval 
_ Australia has been a matter which has 
_ given rise to very many discussions in this 





is 


of 


statement 
policy 


House. T remember a. famous speech de- 
_ livered by the Treasurer (Sir Joseph 
~ Cook), in Ueeaaias, I think, wherein he 
eferred to the boats of the River class— 
the vessels which were really the nucleus 
of the Australian Navy. I refer to those 
4 ; destroyers which were named after the 
- river running through the Treasurer’s con- 
ee stituency—that is to say, the Parramatta 
_--and the river which runs through ‘my 
Pee ertuency, namely, the Yarra. 

_ Mr. Groom.—Those names were given 

in order to create good relations between 
: yourself and the Treasurer. 

_ Mr. TUDOR.—That may have been so. 
ie remember that speech of the Treasurer 
concerning the River class of vessels; but 











oy night, namely, to turn up the rétords of 
utterances ten years old. I intend, 
rather, to refer tothe actions of some 
honorable members, who are still in this 
hamber, when they put out a Govern- 
A 7 ment of which I was a member, not 
because they would not agree to the 
formation of an Australian Navy, but 
- because they would not give a Dread- 
a “mought to the Mother Country. Those 
- honorable members were glad enough of 
the actions taken by the Government at 
he inception of the war in regard to the 
Australia, when the German warships, 
the Schar nhorst and the G@neisenau, 
- known to be in Australian waters. 
_ Sir Josep Coox.—You had nothing 
whatever to do with the Australia. 














=) © because we would not. give a a i ead- 


JowEetT.—Did not your Govern- 


were 


ae TUDOR.—We were put out of 


“Why how | 


Pes lt of a Aindamcnial character be 


_eroaton of the new citizen army ? 


Me 


I do not propose to do, as was done last _ 


: struction. works. 





member should be 


right in the Pri we hielel i‘. quot 
was wreng in not putting them a 
Since the Minister spoke previous. 
have found another item, of £1,210,00 
I do not say, even now, that the to 
complete, because these items can 
found all through the Estimates. © 
sum of £1,210,0U0 is set out on page 3 
Of course, ib is an item Bev has to 


hon to consider belated Watinntes| a 
the money has been spent. 


also been spent. 
another matter for addition to our gra 

total. A new defence system is being 
augurated. ‘The honorable member 


ot that. 
forth in thece Boieape re eu with 


presume the figure will be put on to 
ese s Est mates. So, 


inet age Eis sum is a connote fi 
ment of our expenditure. ii 


Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—The hoe 
member has overlooked ne War ah 


seoalotubatare eoiabee. are Ale for 
ward. In the Asante we have ee 72 


that sum ds Gere ahi ee any ae 
mentary est'mates which may be brou 
down. What is the use of talking 
an expend:ture of £3,000,000 up 
fence, and a 000,000 upon the nav) 






certain reat Wh has been i in the 1 
for two years. I can only say t 
that is a fact, the date of her be 
into comm'ssion does not pleasar 
flect upon the management. of thi 










Mr. Larrp ee 






fair. 





Estimates — 


under construction during the war, when 
it’ was most difficult to secure material. 

Mr. TUDOR.—So far as the Navy is 

concerned, I have always taken the view 
that it is better for us to have an Aus- 
» tralian owned and controlled navy; but, 
} unless we can have our navy sufficient in 


_ force and sufficiently efficient, it will be, 


- better to trust to such vessels as, for 


example, the Renown, to keep our shores 


inviolate. It is far better still, however, 
| to have battleships of that type on the 
_ spot by way of recompense for the mil- 
_ lions whch we are called upon to pay. 
’ Qur warships should be here rather than 
>in the North Sea. Both the New Zea- 
' ftand and the Canadian Minister, with 
~~ whem I was once in conference, expressed 
to me the private view that if the Do- 
* Mmnions were to have their own navies 
it was the better policy to keep them at 
our back doors. New Zealand gave a 
| Dreadnought to England. That Do- 
’  ™minion had the vessel built in Great 
_ Britain, and owed the money to Great 
- Britain. 
tribution. We decided that it would be 
_ better to have an Australian navy. 
Sir JossrpH Coox.—The New Zealand 
_peop'e are ‘“‘whales’” at leaving the 
_ matter to the Empire, and it*cost them, 
last year about -£50,000. 
' Mr. TUDOR.—If I was wrong in 
.quotine certain figures, I was wrong in 
“not stating the full amount of the ex- 
_ penditure which I have since ascertained. 
_ Sir Josernx Coox.—What are the other 
items to which the honorable member 
 fefers ? : | 
~ Mr. TUDOR.—I shall be pleased to 
supply the Treasurer with the figures 
which T have taken from the Estimates, 
re and with the pages upon which they may 






























be found. If the right honorable gentle- 
man will do me the honour of reading my 
speech in Hansard, he will find them. all 
a there. Regarding the amount of £210,000 
~~ ~which he mentioned as expenditure for 
graves upon Gallipoli. he can wipe that 
< off, and there will still remain an expen- 
'  diture of £10.266,000. | 

' +~Mr. MARKS (Wentworth) [10.31].— 
| Jike the Leader of the Country party 
(Mr. McWilliams), I desired to address 
_ the Committee at some length upon the 
_ naval programme of the Government. 
’ But having regard to the statement of 
_ the Treasurer that this is not the proper 
time to indulge in a long review of de- 
__ . fence matters—that the opportunity to do 
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That was New Zealand’s con-, 
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so will come when the general Estimates 
are being considered—I shall reserve my 
remarks for a future occasion. ‘The hon- 
orable member for Franklin has made 
rather a good point in connexion with 
the construction of the warship Adelaide. 

Now, the life of a vessel of that type, — 
according to naval experts, and particu- 
larly of Lord Jellicoe, is about fifteen 
years. The last information which I had 
from Home was to the effect that these 
ships were not being absolutely scrapped, 
but that, for the sake of economy, and to 
enable a number of men to be paid off, . 
they are being laid up. My opinion 1s 
that we should complete the building of 
the Adelaide, seeing that her construc- — 
tion has already proceeded so far, be- — 
cause she will prove a useful ship in many — 
other directions, and it would be a pity 
to waste the money which hag been ex- 
pended upon her, seeing that she can be 


completed for an additional expenditure 


of £130,000. The Leader cf the Country 
party has suggested that H.M.S. Kenown 
could wipe out the whole of our fleet. 
Of course she could, because we have not 
that typé of vessel out here. However, 
I shall deal with that phase of the matter 
upon another occasion. So far as the 
construction of the Adelaide is concerned, 
I am of opinion that the necessary money 
to complete her should be expended. | 

Mr. ANSTEY (Bourke) [10.34]—I 
should like to know when the honorable 
member who has just spoken will be at- 
forded an opoprtunity to discuss the mat- 
ter to which he has referred upon the 
general Estimates. Will the Treasurer 
be good enough to tell us when those Es- 
timates will come up for consideration? 

Sir Joseph Coox.—l think that the - 
honorable member has had a very good 
innings to-night. . 

Mr. ANSTEY.—I have no doubt 
about it. But, speaking as one kind 
friend to another, I ask the Treasurer to 
tell us when the discussion upon the 
general Estimates will take place, be- 
cause I do not wish the honorable mem- 
ber for Wentworth (Mr. Marks) and the 
honorable member for Franklin (Mr. 
McWilliams) to be deprived of their op- 
portunity to discuss naval matters In 
the most exhaustive fashion. 

Sir Josepn Coox.—I hope that it will 
be at an early date. | 

Mr. ANSTEY.—Is that anything more 
than the expression of a pious hope? As 
there is no answer from the Treasurer, ib 
is a case of God help the honorable mem- _ 






















; ae to—put. The Committee Gide 
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Cameron, D, C. Marr, C. W. C. 

hapman, Austin = | Maxwell, G. A. 
Cook, Sir Joseph ~ MeWilliams, We Fe: 
Cook, Robert Poynton, ‘AS ave 
Corser, E. B. ©. Rodgers, A. S. 


Foster, Richard Ryrie, Sir Granville 






‘owler, Bee Smith, Laird 
Francis, F. H. Stewart, P. G. 
‘ibson, W. G. Wienholt, A. 

Greene, W. M Wise, G. H. 
room, L. HE, 
iggs, W. G Tellers: 
Hill, W. C. . Burchell, R. J. 
ackson, D. 8 Story, W. H, 
Be Nogs. 
Anstey, F. Tudor, F. G. 
Brennan, F. West, J. E. 
harlton, M.— 
Cunningham, L. L. \ Tellers: x 
Lavelle, T. J. , Fenton, J. E. 
M att D, C. Moloney, Parker. 
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Blakeley, A. 
Catis, J. H. 


Mahony, W. G. 
Mathews, J. ~ 
Gabb, J. M. 
Page, James © 
McDonald, C. 








Best, ‘Sir Robert 





Gregory, aA Watkins, D. 
Lister, J. H. Ryan, T. J. 
Uh NA Makin, N. J. QO. 
inson, Maloney, Dr. 


Considine, M. P. 


Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
Proposed vote agreed to. 

Proposed votes (Departments of Navy 
and Defence—Air Services), £294, 200: 
(Department of Trade and Customs), 
£42,031; (Department of Works and 
Railways), £392; (Postmaster-General’s 
epartment), £1,074,864, neteed to. 
Resolution reported. 

Standing ae suspended ; resolution 
adopted. 

‘ Battin of Ways and eed cover- . 
















APPROPRIATION ~ a WORKS — 





ng resolution fis Sev hae and 





Hence ane praia in a ‘Bill t 
iS FO ree Otng resolution. ; 










BUILDINGS) BILL 1920-2: 
Bill presented by Sir Joszpn Coox 
and passed through all its aie kee with at 
amendment. : eo a 








: LOAN BILL 1920. 
In Committee (Consderaton | of 
vernor-General’s message) : ae 
Motion (by Mr. Groom) agreed to— 


That it is expedient that an appropri ioe 
of moneys be made for the purposes ota ie 






























ing of. a sum of. ‘£4, 286, 490 for certain 
ROBES. . 


ng, 


olution reported. 
Henan Orders suspended “reso 
adopted. 
_Ordered— | 


That Mr. Groom and Sir Joseph Cook. 


prepare and bring in a Bill to carry ou! 
foregoing resolution, 


Bill presented, and read ae frst 
second time. ‘ amen ak 


In Committee: ° yt 
The CHAIRMAN (Bone J 
Chanter) .—Is it the pleasure of the 
mittee that the Bill be taken as a w 


Mr, BURCHELL (Fremantle) [10. 
—I wish to know when there will be an 
opportunity to~ discuss ‘the echeaet of 
the Bill? se 

The CHAIRMAN, — | shell 
whether it is the pleasure of the 
mittee to take the Bill as a whole 
there was no objection. __ 

Mr. BURCHELL—I mane te 
something about an item bare is 
connected with Canberra. 

Mr. Groom.—The honorable me a 
may do so now. | 
- Mr, BURCHELL.—tThen, ut 
further waste of time, I wish to direct 
the attention of the Minister f 
Navy (Mr. Laird Smith), the Mi 
for Works and Railways (Mr. Gr 
and also the Treasurer (Sir p 
Cook) to the item of £187,000 set a 
“for Naval Base construction. In ans’ 
to a question I put the other day, I 5 
aioe eae that amount inclu 


















































yin OW asian Aue 
“that date received 
m ‘Western Australia in- 
that the staff at the Hender- 
41 Base has received a month’s 
wh ch expires on the 31st October. 
ig a general feeling of alarm 

the residents of Fremantle, be- 
ise it is anticipated that this particular 
onwealth work is likely to be 
as want to know from. the 










































re have See what was in- 
ae me ery. small and minor 


‘mine ee ‘here iy is to . In ‘the 
iswer given to my question, I was told 
t. ‘was proposed to expend £30,000 
vey work at the Henderson Naval 
, but the history and records con- 
eed that Base demonstrate that sur- 





ipo. Speakitfz a as the repre- 
ative of the constituency most vee 


- further postponement. of this im- 
ant work. We have had investiga- 
y Admiral Henderson, by Sir 
ie Fitzmaurice, and os Lord 


ay voicing in ae rata: posable 
3 the objection of the people of 


eo 


enone, to this method of 
) I should be glad if the 
shar ge a ie Bill can give 





Vestern Australia, and particularly of 


be continued at this Base. ae nanend he 
honorable gentleman that work has be 

done in connexion with the dredging M 
the Pamela and Success rained ae 
unless those works are Tatar) 
are likely to deteriorate. 
honorable gentleman, aie that it 








wove at the Henderson Naval ‘Tee 
will be necessary to again go through 
trouble of securing the right type of 
ior the job. JI appeal to the Minister to 
make some statement which will throw 
some light upon what is proposed in ¢ 
nexion with this particular work, and in 
connexion with the Naval Base policy 
of the Government generally. I have 
mentioned Port Stephens, and on looking 
through the Loan Estimates I find that 
the onty provision made in respect of 
that place is a vote of £23,000 for land 
resumption. i 


Mr. Tupor.—I think the hansen 
member is wrong there. The amount to 


be appropriated under this Lae is yy 
£8,926. 


Mr. BURCHELL.—1I draw ia havo 
able member’s attention to the fact that 
in the second column of the schedule 
there appears an amount of £14, O74, 
which is already available under appro- 
priations made under previous Acts, and 
this, with the amount to which he. has 
referred, brings the total vote for the 
resumption of land for the Port Stephens 
Naval Base to the amount of £23, 000 
which I have mentioned. I do not wisk 
to detain the Committee, and if the Mi 
ister will consent to make some statemen 
as to what is proposed to be done at th 
Henderson Naval Base, I shall resume my 
seat. I do desire that the honorabl 
gentleman should make public the inten- 
tion of the Government in regard to tha: 
particular Base, as I am being deluged 
with wires on the subject from. Western — 
Australia, and the people there are very 
anxious to know what is in Se ming: fo} 
the Government. ‘ 



































































more convenient if the clauses of whe. Bit | 
are first dealt with, as it seems that the ‘ 
discussion is ey to pe confined to th y 
pepe | ; 








ace 1. a “and 3 ae to. ee 
; Schedule. | : 

Mr. GROOM EDhrinns Dowie UMienie 
ter for Works and Railways) [10.58].— 


n reply to the honorable member for 
Fremantle (Mr. Burchell) I have to say 










‘ the Naval Bases came under the review 


Stor the, Naval Board, and the members of 





he Board had to consider it in the light 
f the money available. Of the amount 
of £187,000 set down for the Naval Bases, 
627: 635 represents the expenditure for 
: the Savul works staff, and an amount of 

£84,431 is made available for the Flin- 
oF ae Naval Base to complete the work 
there. The Department has already gone 
into occupation of the Base, and the sums 
‘set down are simply to complete the work 
there. As regards the Henderson Naval 
Base, it was some time ago decided by the 


















xtent. All excavations and works of 
that kind were stopped, and only a 
certain amount of preservative work con- 
tinued. Dredging was gone on with for 


ie 


ae ease operations. The vessels will be 
brought in for overhaul, and sufficient of 
_ the staff will be kept on for that purpose. 
In the meantime a special marine survey, 
i, which has already been started, will be 
Mh completed. 

_ Mr. Burcrett.—Was there not a sur- 
Riga previously 7 


Mr. GROOM.—Not of this kind, and 





| ae ‘special survey is the result of a recom- 
mendation of Lord Jellicoe. The question 

















_ review later on. Of course, a number of 
_ the members of the staff Will be dispensed 
with, but a few will be kept on for the 
pee TI have mentioned. 

Clauses 1 to 3 agreed ig 

Schedule— 

Meri JACKSON (Bass) 

love — Mast 
i ‘That the following item be left out: 
Federal Capital Terr ritory—Initial settlement, 
£90000; preparatory works, £60,000; railways, 


completion. of construction line, Federal Capi- 
‘tal, Territory, £250.” 


am sorry that owing is the bahbnh in 


[11.3]1 










enina Some ‘honorable Popa fae 





schedule on which we can 


- berra eae isa gas es hee 


that the question of the construction of’ 


_ out ghosts, or opening up old sores. 


Board to curtail the work to a great 


a time, but now bhe oard has decided to 


- out Australia. 


of the whole naval policy will come up for 


that such a work would be a grea 


efficiency and economy, and this i 


the chamber it was impossible to raise an 


that this money is being invested in re-— 
Productive works; but if there is one item. Tf this matter is” deferred un 


econo- Hie. 






foe I think the time er ee 
























































now pees Cl ~ This ieatan ha 
sufficiently debated, and I shall not det 
the Committee, by, as it were, draggi 


Mr. BELL Fotetigat) Ls 5] —A g 


bers’ preaching economy diving the. elec- 
aw 

tion campaign. I was not prepared to cut 

down ey vaeinae expenditu: 


ei my mind, nor, i think, : 
minds of honorable members gene 
that the people of the country, © 
whole, are lea to. Spee A 
on the 
sent time, whatever may be dered 
connexion in the future. 


that there ¢ is a dearth of hee! th ou 
Like the honorable n 


tain he Committee with any lengthy 
marks. There is yo need to debate 
question, because I am sure that 
honorable member has made up hs mt 
I do not think that there is an hono 
member who can truly say that to 
this Capital now 1s to undertake: use: 
work. ape a 
Mr, GIBSON (Oeranenweasene [at 
I desire to support the amendment, 
I should like to have some explanatio 
the item, ‘‘ Land in Federal ee 
ritory, £10,800.’’ I am not opposed tc 
tatu of the capital at Canberra w 





to nope times ; “but at present I be 


take. The Country party stands 


tainly a matter in which we can ec 1 
with ay 












next ten years we ae not, hay a-p 
to which we can shift, the Seat of Gov 
ment. % 
keep up the Sarg and a lot of 
will have been done there for n Yr 














times we 





wey be able to spend 


ig: 








oe on the work of the 
‘The Government, _can- 







ey cities at present if they 
g to spend only the amount pro- 
ae over a Seaoa of five or six 























a e at the Brasunt time. I sup- 
e amendment of the’ honorable 
for Bass for a reduction of the 
ates by the amounts mentioned. 

WV OWETT (Grampians) [11.11].— 
oo the amendment of the honorable 
_ for Bass, but I am lost in. 


: H & 16d with delighe t to the Matis of 
h lorable members on the other side, 
ana ‘they have been denouncing 





























Coie onin ert in various 


honor ble ‘member truly Says, consistently 
ing to my be'ief and judgment, and 

the responsibilities that attach to a 
1 mber of this Parliament. It is obvious 
b re has been a conspiracy to rush 
tk thi g through in the quickest possible 


nity to debate a matter which is 
utmost importance to the whole of 
yple of Australia. At this late hour 
d like the consent of the Minister 
ge of the business to continue my 
ks to-morrow. It would be an abso- 
disgrace if this item were to be 
at the -midnight hour without 
ers opposed to it being given a real 
ortunity of placing their views before 
ouse and the people. 

Joserx Coox.—I should like to 
an explanation. 

_JOWETT.—Can I sit Bees with- 
ing my opportunity to speak? 
CHAIRMAN.—Yes. ~ 

JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta— 





) eh this. Sea through ae 


reasonable. Babar) ‘but we oars done 


_ buildin os Stich Rona 


whose services are. 


I am suggesting the discussion of that 


a half day. 


ithout members being given an: 


We have no desire to prolong the debate, 












































anxious ‘to pi on with a Sasson. ‘Bill, 
which means revenue to the Government. 

Mr. Jackson.—To help to Pey, for this 
proposal ? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Will hones 
members help us to put the Post and 
Telegraph Rates Bill through to-night? 


Bill, in piace of the debate on the Fede- 


ral. Capital, which can be taken to 
morrow. 
Mr, Cuartton.—We are not ee 


to taking the Post and Telegraph Rates 
Bill to-night. We intend to debate it. 
Mr. Lavette.—Do you think you will 
get that Bill through to-night? = 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Yes. | 
Mr. Lavetite.—Not unless yon, sit all 
night. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I hae we 
ought to sit all night, as we have done no 
work this week. Yesterday was onl 
The only object I have is to 
get the work done. I do not want to 
refuse the request of the honorable mem- 
ber for Grampians, because the matter 
before the Committee is important, and I 
take it that there is no desire to rush it 
through without proper consideratiol | 
Nothing can be gained by appearing even 
to burke discussion on it. 
Mr. HEcTOR Lamonp.—It has _ ‘had 
fifteen years’ consideration. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It has had 
twenty years’ consideration, but a num- 
ber of members who are here for the first 
time apparently want to debate it. Can 
we get an agreement to get the Loan Bill 
through to-morrow ? 
Mr. Hector Lamonp.—What abou i 
the Post and Telegraph Rates Bill? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I want ‘one 
thing settled at a time. I suggest tha 
we go on to-night. I do not care if hon- 
orable members continue the debate until 
3 o'clock to-morrow. 


Mr. JOWETT (Grampians) [11. 19].— 





but our view is that a measure of such > 
importance to the whole of the people | 
should not be rushed through without 
adequate discussion. It is obvious that 
there can ‘be no adequate discussion on 
the item at this hour of the night. Sox. 
far as I am concerned, I think that we 
ean get through to-morrow. 

_ Mr. Wzsr.—You are not the Teader? 

"Mr. JOWETT.—I know I am_ ‘not. | 

Mr. Weer —Then sit. down. ny 








ihe right honoranlé the "Treasurer * Bill. 


th here 1 is another side to this AG doa 


® ae a on he understanding that we 


; bers of our 


party who have gone 
y an deal | 


with the Post and vga 


ant ec igscenin is sa so ie as we 


not take the Post and Telegraph Rates _ 


_ to-night, because we are golng to 
that measure. 


vi ee schedule, bie cae the Can- 


Ww ld put the Estimates through to- 
rht; and it would not be fair to those — 


We are prepared to 


Sir- Joserx : Cox. 
that SO) ss er aes 
Mr MACKAY (Lilley) [12 29 Tis 
ie the purpose of supporting the amend 
ment, and wish to say 3 
Mr. Jowxtrr.—Mr. ee aig: ha 
forfeited my right to speak? 
The CHAIRMAN Oph 
member Meagan mae the 


| purpose pr stuns aia ‘the ae 


Sir Josepn Coox. —Subject to. this E d 


na once through by 3 oclock to-mor 
I shall adopt the suggestion of the i 


orable member for Fee se 
coal pepateds | 
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